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Pomage 


It lias been deeidecl to publi.sli a Special \'oliiHie of ‘The Calcutta 
Municipal Gazette' devoted to the sacred mc*nior\ of Poet Rabindranath 
'Pactore, This is the most opportune moment as the year closes the centenary 
eeh'brations ol the birthda}’ of the Poet, the world over. 

\Ien of almost all nations o' the world ba\e paid glowing tributes to the 
Poet and we in Calcutta, his birth jilace. are particularly proud of this 
memorable occasion. 

The Poet has lieen likened to a niiglit\ river rising from its .source in the 
mxstie llimalavas and jonmev ing down into the immensitv' of the ocean — 
dee]) calling unto the deep. He was the sentinel to earr\- the thoughts of 
ancient India — -thouehts saturated with the true ])liilosoi)hy of the Past, Like 
th(* Indian civilisation itsell he has been content to discover the' Soul and 
surrender itself to its spontaneitv'. ’ His poetic genius revealed to his readers 
the calm stillness of the umnanife.st future. Great minds admired the 
completeness of his life, others found all the aspirations of mankind in his 
hvnms. He is known as the saint who has not refused to live but has spoken 
out of Life itself. 

More forceful and exhaustive tributes have been jvaid liv those who are 
authorities in the domain of arts and letters but 1 rejoice in pav ing mv’ homage 
to this mighty son of Bengal bv recalling his message of peace, of friendship 
with all peoples, national in(le])endence and humanism. 






Calfttlla iEiittifiiial (S>azttU 


Official Organ of the Corporation of Calcutta 



BIRTH CENTENARY VOLUME :: 1861-1961 


Page No. 


CONTENTS 

Page No. 


4 Rabindranath Sc The Western W'orld 

Dr. S. Radhakrishnan 

6 Rabindranath 

Satyoranjan Bokshi 

9 Rabindra Uteratiire 

Sudhi Ranjan Das 
Vice-Chancellor — V/swo Bharati 

16 The Appeal of Rabindranatli 

Dr. Srikumar Banerjee 

19 RabindranatJTs India 

Annada Sankar Ray 

23 Rabindranath and World iatcraturc 

Rev. Father Pierre Fallon S. J. 

2S Crisis oT Clarity 

Norman Cousins 
Editor, Saturday Review 

34 Rabindranath 

Dr. Subodh Chandra Sengupto 
Jabbulpur University 

38 I’agore ; His Philosophy of Tile 

• Dr. SoroJ Kumar Das 

45 Pictorial Art of’ Tagore 

Prof. 0. C, Gangoly 

48 Rabindranath the Mystic 

Dilip Kumar Roy. Poona 

51 Poet of the Dawn 

Anil Baran Roy Pondichary 

53 Rabindranath Tagv)re — Poet Sl Icachcr 

Dr. Nikolaus Klein — West Germany 

55 Cuirudeva Tagore 

Prof. Tan Yun-Shan 
Director^ China Bhavan, Santiniketon 

56 At the Feet of the Master 

6. Gopala Redd/ 
Minister, Indian Union 

60 Rabindranath [ a go re 

Dr. S. Sampurnananda 

62 India’s Drgan-Vchcc 

Prof. Hirendra Noth Mukherjee 

65 Rabindranath • 

Sudhansu Mohan Banerjee 

71 Tagore in Soviet Union 

Y. Chelyshev 

74 Rabindranath 

Kedar Nath Chatterji 
Editor, "Modern Review* & *Prabasi* 

80 TagoreTs Anti-State Attitude 

Dr. Sachin Sen 
Editor, ‘The Indian Nation’ 


85 Tagore’s Reflexions on Fwonomics 

Ashoke Chatterjee 

90 Honouring Sc Dishonouiing Tagore 

Prof. Torak Nath Sen 

92 Rabindranath and Art 

Arun Sen 

93 Rabindranath ^ 

Prof. Kshitish Prosad Chattopadhya 

96 Indian Music and Rabindranath 

Swami Prajnananda — Calcutta 

99 The Poet as President of all India Civil 
I iberties Lhiion 

Shri Binoy Jiban Ghosh 

102 Pabindranatli in T ranslation 

Prof. Nirendra Nath Ray 

107 Tagore's Educational Faith 

Prof. Sunil Chandra Sarkar 

I 1 3 Religion of a ih'et 

Dr. Siddheswar Bhottacharyya 

115 R a b i nd ra n a t IT s S h e li d a h 

Sachindranath Adhikari 

1 19 The Image of Rabindranath .Abroad 

Debesh Das, I.C.S. 

122 Tagore was no Obscurantist 

Humayun Kabir 
Minister, Indian Union 

126 T he Quintessence of our culture 

6. N. Ray Chowdhury 

127 T he Poet’s Republic: A Typical Tagore Letter 

128 Rabindranath 

Dr. Suniti Kumar Chatterji 
131 Rabindranath Tagore 

Prof. Idelmut G. Callis 
University of Utah 

136 The Poet Who Defied Death 

Narendra Dev 

139 T he Glory of Nature 

Keshab Chandra Gupta 

142 Rabindranath on Women 

Dr. Romo Chowdhury 
Principal, Lady Brabourne College 

145 Fast & W'est in Tagore 

Dr. Kalidas Nag 

148 Ancestry of a Great 1 ife 

hlemendra Prasad Ghose 

154 CHRONOLOGY OT EVLNTS : A GREAT 

Life 




o'' 

■'7f 


5l‘^>bJi: >,SlbiJn 

■^riC'iri ■''-'7v;.£(:gvfTs 



•- »•, 

<1 tv 

'.■'^Vc^r'-niiT''! jffri 

^'i‘t*ir^T‘'='f -e 


CW'?! 

'K'l'i'iJl'-'i, if 


•77' ‘ef^. .I. ;!(■?! =3r'llni-lTr7' 


<s,|4] 

■Hk 

^ ^*11 OJ t ^ ~ic *v/TT ^ f •« ■( t ^ 

?1<?].V’,[tv( c. ^7rv’'5^Tfi^':p] 

^rc 

c-il(>'-^ 751 r«i- 

3r|r.Tr-;?m^ 

?,k 

'■‘■:7''fi:‘'fr.iT« <s^7 

?I <J'l>ir.ft C'<’| 77 < I 



■'‘itrsfiic ^7 £cjj-< 7 dmr^5?i 

^<'<r 


}r'i 


Ir li 

1(7^1 <I >T-l lft,'l(3"VI<7 '®1<;;*i'|<] 

Ir'b 

1. *1 ^ 1 2] 7^ *i '^1 <] 1 •'1 K -vj 

<i W if/-^I'<J 'i;T'1 


^': 'W'lf-i-p ..'-niTff.;; 

I^(t 


o'(? 

c^i^yuT] f- 

^o' 

f^l'S 91?; 

'::‘<1.35V|CV|^ -t'JfJilsj.ii 



Soo 



■' tf ] 


s& 

'5: 'sjt ?;.r^sf7i ^r,|[,-|g, 

'i41-ir^rir4?i ef>n.i 

sir 


'-■^fT^Ter 


'b: 

^"r<fr©7;’>, ?i4i5f^t?( '<; 

55n>-}Tf| 

<|!g7?lj 'VjjCCv-, 

«(( 


i>-r' .'If 

(?lr 


v]r*V|rcp 


: 9l'?n f?jiriti|-:^ 

<b'i 

,t _ - '^'T'^T ■'5if75'i s&i? 

1 *f'-i 7vfr<7. ■'<|j[.( 

‘in 

■ .1 f'+ iii-j <j(^ 



?':li2l4llf f5jvj 


'>(»(? 


'I'iO 

'■*5"7r*4 -jc^inuTf?' 

47n‘V7-.>nrj;c SI 


W: «|?J..| ^puf^ ‘JC^iriffJTf; 

441?g.n?:‘44 i^j'T^.r'TK-cu'.ip -o 


.■X-p-jbl, 


4<!'l*wTb'v’r<l rfl'itl-l ‘> rf'jfi'TIIVr 


^ t. •' .;,■;?/) 


:•; tvj rJf3/» }vu>/ , ty 

(XfXgT 


44T*J7 't'tc<ir<l 414iri44l 





ART PLATES & PICTLR'ES 


Poet in Teheran — 1932 Frontispiece (Art P/ote) 

f Rabindranath — Sketch, Nandalal Basu 

1 

A Study — Ram Kmkar 

I 

I A Study 1917— Mukul Dey (Art Plate) 

The Poet in 1940 (Art Plate) 

Tagore at 00 and Tagore at 04 (2 pictures) 

^Tagore in (jerrnany 1930 & 1920 (2 pictures) 

Jorasankho lagore House and pictures of 
of the Poet’s lamily members (13 pictures) 

A Study — H. MaiLiiTulcr (Art Plate) 

f As F.ditor o(' \S:td liana’ 

[ Tagore in 1925 

fCiandhiji and Kasluvba Welcomed by the 
I l\)et- 1940 

I _ ... . . . 

•7 (iandhiji helpine the Poet to rise Irom 
! ■ ^ his seat— 1940 

i 

i With Dr. Radhakrislinan Sc Sir Maurice 

Cjvvn er — 1 940 

I The Poet Hies back from Persia 1932 
I On Housebcnit at (’handaiinagore — 193.S 

f Taeore at Seventeen 

1 

laeore at the ace ol 30 

I ^ 

[ A Reception at Sanlinikctan 

Poet in America 1930 (Art Plate) 

f 4 a gore ki Russia — 1930 

In America with the members of the Cosmo- 
l^politan Club of the IlTintus University — 1912 

f At Viswa-Bharali with Jawaharlal Nehru and 
I Prof. Tan Y un-Shan 

Addressing a meeting in 1940 with ITofessor 
[_ C’haru Ch. Bhaltachar\ ya 

j In America 

( In Russia • 

Kuthibari at Shclidah and pictures of Santi- 
niketan & Chandannagorc (21 pictures) 

I In Ciermany 

( In Persia, The Poet at Shadi’s Tomb 


Mrinalini Dcbi 

Homage to Gurudeb - Shri Jawaharlal Nehru 

<1^5041 r ( 7 pages j 

At Bangiya Sahitya Parishad, G 9] 3 (Art P/ote) 

The Poet in 18S6, 1884. 1885, 1889. 1881, 

1887, &. 1890 Poet & others (20 picture:^) 

Tagore in 1938 (Art Plate) 

{ In (iermany 

I In Japan & With his tenants at Shelidah 


^(iurudeb and (iandhiji Jamini Ray 

( The Poet in America — drawn by Georges 

Schreiber (Art Plate) 

j In Germany 
^ In Germany 1926 

I A family re-union 
( Poet in 1939 

Poet in Japan — 1929 (Art Plate) 

fOn Foundation Day of Mahajati Sadan 
J with Netaji 

j 

I Satycndranaift and Jyotirindranath with 

their wives 


f Tagore in .American — 1 9 1 (> 

2 On the eve of departure to Japan 1924 

I 

Sa h i ta y a S a m m el a n , C h a n d a n n ago re — 1 9 j / 

To China, The Poet engaged in drawing. In 
Yokohama, in Germany — Poet in diO'erent 
ages (4 Pictures and 7 drawings by Poet) 

^ Poet with his disciples 1913 

( Poet in Fngland 1912 

; A Sell’ Portrait — Taeore 

I . ' . , 

-j Portrait siiidx ol lagore in America 
( A Plaque — Asii Haidar (Art Plate) 

I L.ast Jiuirnev from Sanlinikctan — 1941 (Art Plate) 
I Shri Nehru and Prof. Tan \ an Shan w ith Poet 
(4 pages) 



» Ediior' s Acknojvledgmen{s 

:0lp grMiitLidc IS due to the Contributors to this Special Volume, and 

lo Kiose who have supplied me with other materials. 

3 shall be lailine m rny duly if ] do not acknowledge my indebtedness 
to SlIRI K1 SHAH CHANDRA BASU. Ex-Mayor, who sponsored this publication. 

^To the auihontics. Hit: Corporatjon, The Stani>ing Taxation & 

* I ( 7 [T| SHRI R. C. MA.IUMDAR, Commissioner, SHR] I OKE NATH 

Comm, ss, oner, SHRI B. GHOSH, Secretary, SHRI P. K. MITTER 
Supeimiendeiii ol Rim.iHng, Corporation Press and the members of his stalE— | offer mJ 

’•‘iK'ClC li Kill km - 

3 sorrowtullv place on record my gratitude lo Prof. Charu Charrdra Bhattacharyyo- 
a, Id Hemcncira Pro, ad tho.e. who arc no more, (or iheir spcc.al articles and precious advice. 

31 aeknovvledi-c my sincere gratitude lo SHRI KEDARNATH CHATTER TI 
I di.o, -Modern Review” and “Praba.i” and ,o SHRI SATYARANJAN BAKSh/ 
Airmeily Editor ^Forward” “Nation” etc. Tor their valued advice. ' ' 

31 parlieulaily thank SHRI BHABANEE MUKHOPADHYAY lor his collabort 

ticn and active participation, in Editorial production and publication of this special Voiumex 

MP thanks arc due to SHRI BISHH (iANCiULY lor designing the 
Volume and to PROE. O, C. GANGOLY (or acclaiming (he same OT the- 
niotogiapliers who helped me in securing rare portraits of the Poet., I should mention the 
names ol SHRI BHTA MAHALANOBIS, SHRI ANJAN GUPTA SHRI S BOSI ^ 
S;;R. BIM^ SARKAR. SHR.MATI SHIT, A SARKAR, SHRIMAn SUN.TA 
M k.l E ami others have also proMded me with several photographs. Many other 
^alu,,|,h. photographs and sketches have hcen lent to ns bv SHRI KEDARNATH 

/ ""'M- hd'RI imABWEl MUKHOPADHYAY, SHRI AMDl.YA SENGUPTA 

; ^'^VTHn aDHIKARY and SHRI HARHIAR ^ETT ok 

South Ea.stcrn Railway the HSIS- the 
omiiTGencral of the Eederai Republic ol C.crmany, the Inlormation Otlic:;' iff’ ^ 

lor hJ,, rto :r.m'::" s"'" ^ sons.. , mn thank.ul 

■SHRI IT SEN and SHRI B SAH\ I i 'h's Volume. 

-^-^V,ualo.rs^--THE S V, ir"'" ‘n 'f-' 

MORES A AtilNC Y CO. ^Idm^TE , T^^ sf "“^JOGRAPHIC 

AEilopvpi CO ai. ,, ... ' ■’ E>hdima(alla Street, THE BENGAL 

■ <m.R,vA , , , \ '-"OTOeRAPnic .stores * aoen m 

I oflt-r my sincere thanks. “ 

m' S', "" CiiKItc Scclion a., wdi as 

■■.poianoa CO-opcra.K.„. 









ij 


A 

f^AL- 

f 

¥^loir^in:v 



¥ 


CALj rTTA !\rVMCirAL GAAKTTE 

l Aaoin: cKs rtjNAU r commI'Jmora 'I'Kan va^ja'/mk 

18(;i 


^ LOiaJJ. IrriujJ 'iA ^ /y tj ■ 

fC (.■n j-f’-cV. 

(JiAiJ oji/ J\ 1-4 y' .yUf.X 

r^C^Avt-; aA./- ^ 

lvw\j Ic’j ^ f M'K K^**j '^Ui^oc ^'‘m i'y 

U La IL uAL yr IxKt tijUu^kM' y 

(y^lLix. c /t jot^/A <. < r. ^ ‘ 

(0 7/1 U, iA.^j^<aus^xhjU 

a W V ^ ^is , fiAA^fA 

Hiu/ c^ 

)£l sl-->Lj)jhX ^ Q- 

{d ^Lt /ri^v^^y jp. >H ji.4^\ {o{ ff^a/iJc: ^rjij} 

(j S t/i_i^;vjZ ^ 0 ^ ^ ^ »i_>t ^ nJtJi.C^ A.yi^ 

^ cl/xd y yA#"< ^6- 'KJL^>d- '^ L\A^ 






7 


V<c>. 


<uJ^ 




6t/K^ SCuv^ I^^aA' ^ ‘^/K/9 4A^x<?yi><e/t,<>c^ 

^ ff^ ^ (^M^^LaX oj As. sX^Ui^ 

4/0 ^ iXjL '^jL^CUiX ^ 

<rK 

(3^/y •hJtJiA <’^ 

4A>^ C4/.^A^ i ^aACsAA Xhj sii^' 



6rcofr st/jf^ ,.w/4" 

^^>r4^c/r cv jf/^ 

^Cd/^ ^'r¥C-?/^ -Vdj fkrf^ V^/'cJ<^//¥/t vf^/^f)g 7 

• 

‘-7//X Sfr^rofJ £i/6f^ ,i^'‘rf&^ HT/^dl H}gf<^T^ d/fS^g^g' ^Cd 

cvk 4<?’/7'7f7:7 <-y/777 <YW, mg'M d//Wi? c'c/Cg'^f <igrg>g‘7 

7^^777 777?' (fW7 W/7 <y^777 <r^r7 gfHJ^ / 

77777 777^777—77777 -Vg^d^r/Ss 

kf^grc^g' 77/7'7’77 77;ra'7 ‘777777“?;, c7 77^^ C^^fgfOY /Y(3r3> gfCY ^rg/Tgf 
cy7f7>77: ‘5777/7 7t? 7 7/F mofY ^SYT^YJ Cbf^W i^rSiS Y^3> YY'fi / 

- ' ^T^ ' ' 

‘7/777 77-/7’7 '.■y/^/^7.7’7 aZ/T’ c7/;3,7'7 7770* 7/7 ^rgJ'g' 

<r(3^7<37 7;^/S C)’ vrwr 7777/7 77=>77 7777 T'/TT’, ‘7/<7^ /777 7/77", a77'(?/7 

YfY-bCb) Y'Yfgbi^/S 7’/77/' 7"X/, If 77/ 

7 7‘>7/'777a'77774 ‘7^/?7 77''7/7 / 7777/f 77,^ (5/777 '^YC^ YY^Y 
‘7/777 777 7-/^ 77^-7 77777^06/ 7?. 7 (?X77 -7/XX 7"/^ Cbbk//^, C'gYCS//^, 
fbCbf^, ‘7/7/7 72"'/ ' 7/^7/77 777/77/77/7 7’^^/^(5 <^YC^ / 



Rabindranath and 
The Western World 



I»EJNG a poet, Rabindranath uses the visi- 
ble u^orld as u means of shadowing* forth the 
invisible. Ilo touc'hes the temporal witli the li^^'ht 
of the etern.ab The material world becomes 
transi)ai'ent as his spirit moves in it. 

The world is not a snare nor its g-ood a delu- 
sion. They are opportunities for self-develop- 
ment, ])athways for realization. This is the gi‘eat 
tradition which has come down from the seers ot 
the IIi)anishiids and the author of the Gita. 
Th(\v delight in lil'e. For since (tod has taken 
u])()n TTimself the bonds of creation, why should 
we not take upon ourselves the bonds of this 
world ? We need not complain, if we are 
clos(‘d in this warm garment of flesh. Human 
relationshi])s are the mainspring of spiritual life, 
(iod is not a Sultan in the sky but is in all, 
thi’ough all and ox er all. We worship Him in all 
the true ol)jecls of oui' worship, love Him whcm- 
ever our loxe is triav In the woman who is good, 
W(‘ feel Him ; in ifie man who is true wv 
know Him. Tagore's Hibbert L(H*tures on The 
Religion ol' Man (H)r»l) ask us to realize the 
su])]’eme in tlu' heart of us all. 

The great of the world work in it sensitix e to 
its xvoes. When IRiddha preaches maitri and th(‘ 
Gita teaches tor all, they mean that xve can 

understand others only through love. To look 
u|)on life as an evil and ti-eat the world as a delu- 
sion is slu'er ingratitude. In his play S(uriin<(si 
or the Ascet ic, Rabindranath points out hoxv out- 
raged nature had her revenge on the ascetic 
xvho tided to gain a xictory over her l)y cut- 
ting axvay the l)onds of human desires and affec- 
tions. He attempted to airive at a true know- 
ledge of th(‘ xvorld by cutting himseli* off from it. 
A littl(‘ girl bi’ought him back from this i-egion 
of abstraction into the i)lay of life. No asceticism 
is ev('r equal to the task of supi)ressing living 
l)eauty. The ascetic's inmost defences went 
doxvn before the rapture of beauty, and clamaid 
life compelled him to fling open the doors. 
The Sannyasi discoxered that “th(^ great is to be 
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found in the small, the infinite within the 
j)ounds of form and the ('ternal freedom of the 
soul in love'’. We must bring heaven down to 
earth, put eternity into an hour and realize God in 
t his world. Ascetics are like cut flowers in metal 
vases. They are lieautiful to contem])late for a 
xvhile but they soon wither, being without nourish- 
ment from the soil. To be hrm and rooted, 
man must consent to be nourished of lil’e. 
Ascetism, hoxvever necessary it may be for the 
groxvth of the rierson, cannot* be confused xvith a 
mere refusal of the nourishment by which the 
groxvth is heljied. The saints do not refuse to sit 
at the rich man's table, noi' do thex' object to the 
scent of |)recious ointment. 

Jt is foolish to fancy that God enjoys our 
sorrows and sufferings, our pains and fasts, and 
loves those xvho tax themselx'es to the uttermost. 
Life is a great gift and those who do not love it 
are unworthy of it. Those xvho lay xxaiste their 
souls and call it peace cannot, obtain the suppoid 
of Tagore for th(ur act ion. 

()n(‘ need not enter a conxamt or become 
an ascetic to rt^ject life. Many of us i-eject 
life by surrounding ourselves xvith taboos and 
[)rohil)itions. Interpreting the main intention of 
Hindu thought, Tagore insists on a loyal accept- 
ance ol* life. We must face life as an atlxentiire 
and give full play to its possibilities. 

Religion sr)eaks to us in many dialects. It 
has divcu’se complexions. And yet it has one 
true voice, the voice of human pity and compas- 
sion, of mei'cy, ot‘ ])atient love, and to that voice 
xve must do all we can to listen. Naturally, a 
sensitix^e sold is bound to be outraged by the 
social order xvhich is at the end of one age and 
the beginning of another. We say that there is 
law'olution in Russa or Spain ; but there is one in 
our country too. We also hax^e our guillotines 
and our victims, though many of those who 
suffer still go about xvith their heads on their 
shoulders. We haxa' liecome mere xvalking; and 



( 5 ) 


talking phantoms. With our languid paleness 
and lack of depth, which we try to co\au‘ by i)ainl 
and pose, our lives remind us ot the manneciuins 
displayed in the shop windows of Chowriughee. 

Our deepest passions are debased by the con- 
ditions imposed by society. Add to this the ap- 
l)alling poverty and ignoi'ance in which many 
p(‘ople live. If they are somewhat sensitixe in 
temper, they are com])elled to spend i)erturbed 
nights of anguish and long monotonous days 
of struggle measuring time l)y the throbs ol 
l)ain and the memories of bitteriKsss. When dim 
thoughts of suicide rush through their oxer- 
crowded heads, they stare at the c(‘iling and 
smoke a cigarette. Uabindraiiath has not much 
sympathy with the ])re^’alent viexx^ that social 
service consists simi)ly in joining h'agues to 
stop cigarett.e smoking; or to adx ance th(' ]>i-actice 
of birth control. 11 consists in enabling ))eople 
to live with intensity of Ixnng. 

As a poet he despisces organisation and 
b( hex es in each man living his own life in his own 
way. He is the champion of the individual in his 
age-long struggle against the mass tyranny which 
ci’ushes him. The 'fat(‘ of one vxho sets hinn 
self against the (\st al)lished order is abus(‘ and 
(U'iticism, })(‘rsecut ion and tierce solitai in(‘ss. 
Tag:oi-e is the poet of sori'ow and sutfering. The 
p'lthos of men’s strixing, the bitterness ot lih' 
sul)merged in the shadoxvs, tli(‘ waste and loneli- 
iK'ss of woimm’s lives have iound 1(‘xv inoie 
profoundly moved spectators, dd) this aiidicmcc* 
it is scarcely necessai’y to reter to the innumei- 
abl(' instances xvhei‘e the i)oet laeeals tho anguish 
that is imiilicit in common situations. 

The most sacred of all human relationships 
is love ; and whatever our scriptures may say, our 
])ractice is immoral b(‘cause it dinnands the 
beauties of seti*-control and self-abnegation from 
only one sex. So long as our women are treat- 
ed as mere servants and toys oi the un- 
disciplined male. th(‘ social order will continue to 


be corrupt. Tin* conxention that a womans 
x'irtues are chast ity and submissiveness to man is 
altogether too llinisx' an excuse for masculine 
tyraiinxv A’hat is xirtue in a man is xiidne in 
a woman. It is unfortunate that there are many 
among us xx ho ai’e cold-l^looded lilieidiiuvs who un- 
scrupulously list' womtii as instruments ot thtnr 
lust. Thex' are the human animals, the slaves ot 
sense. 

The l)ody is tht' temiile (d’ the spirit, the ap- 
))ai*atus for s])Iritual g:rowth. To regard the 
bodx' or say ]>art of it as indecent or vile is the sin 
of im|)i('ty. To trt'at it as ('heap and vulgar is 
etpially im])ious. Physical union without love is 
the t'ssence ot pirost it ut ion. This is true with- 
in as without maiTiag('. A woman who gives 
herself to a man tor whom she has no love, as 
a nn !’(' act of dulx' just j)e('ause she is his wit(\ 
is as cruelty abusing herself as the husband who 
insists on his rights. Loxe is spiritual and aes- 
thetic, a matter of conscience and good taste 
and not oiu* ot laxv or codes. Married tif(^ 
xvithout love is like slave labour. Obediemee to 
ecclesiastieid pundits or social rules is a form ot 
S(‘l1 -indulgg'nce, (‘x en as action in obedience to 
one’s de('p<‘st being; is the imperative command of 
life. As beauty is high(‘r tiian harmony, as truth 
is higher than consist inicxs so is loxu' hig:hei“ than 
laxv. Pik(^ lire it purifiers evewything. 

Jn all Rabindranath’s work three featui'es 
ai-e striking. (1) The ultimateness of spiritual 
values to l)(‘ obtained l)y inward honesty and cuh 
tix'ation of inner life ; 

( 2 ) The futility of inei’e negation or renun- 
ciation and t lie need tor a holy or a xx liole dexu'- 
lojimeut. of lilt' ; 

and (:V) the positixe* attitude of sympathy 
foi‘ all, even the lowly and the lost . It is a matter 
for satisfaction to find an Indian leader insisting 
oil thes(‘ real values of life at a time when so many 
old things ar(' crumbling axxay and a thousand 
new ones are si>ring;ing u]). 


‘•TACORIO HAS I’.KEN A WAYIAAI-’ER ToWAIiDS THE 
Ills OWN WAY. ta(;oi:f:-s exact position as a 

HE ASSICNEI) EY POSTERITY.” 


SAME COAL AS OUltS IN 
POET OR PROPHET WIPE 


- si;i 




Rabindranath 

SATYARANJAN RAKSFJl 


Mattjiew Arnold, pcet ao.l critic, IV., uni thr^ 
ke.\-vvc,rd tor Woi-Rsworth, (he Jualhifi powvr of 
\\ oi(lHw.„-lh ,s ].„etry. It was W. E. Yeats, j.oet 
aiJc who })mlt the rainbow bridj^'e on to the 

»-0.,,kTl„n,l „r Raki,Kl,„„i,lh , the enCmnlod 
.eiipali scene, the song of the rain, and a heart 
that IS pining wtio knows why, and the breath of 
Its liver and sunshine, and its woods and its 
I'I:h>is To understand the expression of all that 
lovely in nature, of all that is poignant and 
sens] ive in man, that alone is the key to ttiis 
vvoni ei and. A flower in a moonlit wavsidi*, the 
shadow of trees on the turf, (lowers in bloom 
scent ot hay, the pathos of life and death, “the 
nioment that glides for evci- away, with its 
reigdit ot music and light, into the shadow and 
hush of the haunted [last, all that we have, all 
that eludes us, a bird on the wing, a i.erfume 
escaped on the gale”— the.se, these are the ins- 
taids made eternity. Tho Bengali scene, klengali 
hie. its language, its history, and its faith wove 
the,s,> ‘glory-garlands’ round the poet’s soul. And 
he found the balance between the localism which 
IS the i.rofoundest character of the country and 
ol the epot h aiul the general background which 
fundamental thought provides. His being was 
sublimated. In the course of his remarkal.le 
))reiace to Citan.jali, W. B. Yeats writes of this 
Bengal atmos))here which like a caress wraps 

Ral.indranath and permeates and interfuses his 
|)e()try. 


A tiaclilion where jxietry and rcdii^ion are 
the same thing, has (.assed through the centuries, 
gathmang from learned and unlearned metaphor 
and emotion, and carried back again to the multi- 
tude the thought of the scholar and the noble. 
Tf the civilisation of Bengal remains unbroken, 

it that common mind which — as one divines 

runs through all, is not, as with us, broken into 
a dozen minds that know nothing of each other 
something even of what is most subtle in those 


verses will have come, in a few generations, ti, 
the beggar ol' the roads. 

“A ivhoU’ p(’oj)lc, a irhoJc civiliHafinip un- 
mcasiirahh/ stmiipc to iih, .s-ccia.s' to have been 
taken up mlo this imapiiiation : and yet aw are 
Inat moved heeaase of its st raayeaess t>nt txeaase 
/cc havv met one oini imaye or heard, perhayis 
jar the first time in literafnre, oar voire as in 
a dream.” 

The ]»oetry is the instant made eternity, the 
local touching upon and mingling into the uni- 
yeisal. Not the wear and (he whirl id' life, not 
its smoke, not its roar, the poetry points uj.ward 
to the sk.v and the stars, (he poetry looks inward 
for the central peace sul.sisting in the heart of 
endless agitation. What endures is the living 
air, and the blue sky, and the mind of man. 

Johan Bo.jer therefore says that the fioetry 
of Ral.indranath f.resents to the world a new 
divine symbol, not the dross, but the Lotus ; 
there shimmers in it something: iti-born. llis 
J.oeti.v is lead and understood, as peoj.le would 
le.id and understand the Book' of Songs or the 
Book ot Psalms, for the murmur of a world, 
“unreal as the shell-heard sea.” Nature is a 
haunted house, someone has said, but Art, a house 
that tries to be haunted. In this haunted 
house, both of Nature and Art, Ral.indranath 
without- a stratag:em s].reads his wings. And 
what we are iiermitted to see is a total human 
being commenting with his total understanding 
on expei ience that, is an evocat ion of man’s 
unfolding through the ages, and of the far light, 
from which he has travelled, lie fiix'sents to us 
colour and form and sjx'aks t,o our capacity for 
delight and wonder, to our sense of beauty that 
shades off into the Enduring, a fragment of thi' 
drama of Shiva’s immortal dance. He wants us 
to be inhevitors of this life of life ; tlu' light whose 
smile kindles the universe. Every line that, he 
wiote is one long ecstasy of den.ying that the 
world is a dull place. In every line there is a 
breath of exaltation, a thrilled mating of sense 
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and sound, the l.vric ra])lure, tne cdiarm of rhyme, 
phrases of clairvoyant tenderness. Through the 
gates of colour, through the portals of thought, 
he looks upon life, and life’s earth, in search of a 
mai'vellous unknown, and sees myslei'ious open- 
ings into tile unfathomatile depth of things. 

Critics say that in Jtabindranatii we miss the 
shark at iircy, and ttie hawk at pounce, evil 
the terrible and mysterious, fate thal, smiles 
man flat and seems to crack all natm-e’s moulds. 
They say tie is abnndariily mellifluous and (loafs 
on in a sfrearn of lieauty. Where in or around 
him is that all too fjimiliar slough of Despond that 
has many doors, “but all dark, i^dl leading lo 
dai'k passages” Ifabindraiudh ask .s- Is Life 
only “dim lamps of life that burn useless. .. .as 
lami'is in sepulchure and rebound n a hundred 
scattered fragments w.ith no one tmt ourselves to 
pick u|i the jiieces '! 

“This scene of man ; 

A mighty maze ! but not witiiout plan. 

Ifabind ranath fakes lite (he Ujianisbadic 
way ; “lik(‘ the morning radiance around me thy 
sheen.” He is not. dazed or duped by this dome 
of many colours, lie docs no( pick u)i life and 
truth, quantitatively, liroken into ])risma(ic 
hues. Thert is no slapdash either in his art 
or in his mind, no sense of f rust raf ion oi cnqiti- 
ness, no feeling of being ])oised on a razor edg(>. 
He is sure of himself. It is true lor many ol us 
fh(' light dims and flickei's, and we la]'se into a 
shell of slogans and formulas, and stray into in- 
creasing uneasiness and forced bthefs. We ha\’e 
upheavads. We ha\-e ferments everywhere, and 
dec|)-seat('d discontents. F.ut amidst glimmerings 
and decays, so sa\-s Habindraiialh, soft hke^ a 
charm of bells in the darkness, soft as five twdn- 
kling of the stars, rings the voice of hope, not, of 
passivity but of peace, peace as the fulfilment of 


freedom, Shaiiti as Skakfi tnoked. He is illunii- 
naied by the Spirit’s smiling' certainties — 

‘dlow lirighi, how glorious 
The world 1 see !” 

Jlis iioetry gathers togx'ther their ili\t‘rse 
strains into a single eiirrent and tiows to a sea 
of silence in one sakiiaiion to (li\’init\' in god, 
nature and man. curse not NatLire, no, nor 
death”. All belong to the ga>^ romance of song ; 
it is Life of life, the light whose smile kindles the 
f Ini\'(‘rs(‘. It is one Whole, not broken into 
prismatic hues. It is Benediction. The song is 
ever a steel flame burning upward from the 
deei>er stillm^ss within. It bursts upon us in the 
majestic instancy of a soul — vibration that has 
Hie ajASured glow of the \'oic(‘ of some sni)reme 
consciousness thal rolls 1 rom the exerlasting to 
the everlasting. It is a sort of cosmic ra].)ture, 

Meredith once said, a po(d is need(S'l to sing 
the dawn. Th(‘ dawn in India was not >'et. 
Rabindranath often api)eared in the strile oi the 
tlirong. More otten h(' souglit, ap]^arentl>\ to 
detach us from the prison of the actual. But he 
discarded nothing. In him the uni\erse of sense 
and thought acquired a new r)otency of response 
and appeal to man, a new capacity of ministering 
to and mingling with his richest and intensest 
life. 11(‘ appealed to the instinct for . that 
which endures and subsists. He helpinl rekindle 
the soul of the past. He revealed a soul where 
no eye had yet discerned it. He gave anticii)a- 
tions, symbols, tokens and tyi)es ol India s glop\ 
a splendour. He gav(‘ the solace of faith to the 
lips that falter and to all of us the joy of our 
creeds. His voice is in the winds singing, sing- 
ing of hope and giving us glimpses of a dawn that 
is oiil.N’^ behind the mist. Beyond the mists of 
to-day, he im]xdled us to the Mx’stery ol Po\N‘ei 
and f>eauty, to the wonder, the sweetness, and the 
starshine of liBs free and radiant. 


Thoiir'k TaroiD wmU' mostly in P»onp:ali, liis works have had a doop and wmt' 
impart on ronlemporary Indian literatui’c in rwncrah 

The ho^t one can do on tlu* occasion of centenary cclelnations of a thinker and 
writer like Ta^^ore is to advise*the people to read his works and aiipreciate them. To 
j'amiliarise ourselves with his th.ui.uht and writing's and thus try lo 

])art of his loft y idealism exinessed in an equally lofty and excellent sty e, is le up' a - 
tribute we ran pay to Tar'ore’s memory. 
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Rabindra Literature 


SUDHI MANJAN DAS 


A'P a moment when the thuvn of a new day 
w'as just beginning' to break i]i r>enr:al and India, 
dis|)elling the gloom of the r)receding dark and 
dismal night, mildly reveri)erating the stillness 
of the l\’ing-in-room in the Jorasanko Tagoia^ 
housca that the twenty-fifth Vaisakh of the 
Dengali year 12G8 (luietly announced th(‘ adxent 
of the youngest child of Maharshi 1 )e\amdranath 
Tagore. Th(* child wais born in the i)osom of a 
family wdiich was saturated wu'th the noble and 
elevating ins})iratiou of th(^ lofty messages of th(‘ 
Dcf/e.s and tln^ r^7K////y//eds, and was decady 
attached to th(^ langirage and the cultural heri 
tages of this ancient land, lie was brought up 
under the highly spiritual inlluence of his revered 
father and under th(‘ fosttu'ing care of his alTvc- 
tionate elder l)rothers, })articularly of d\a;)tirindra- 
nath, in an atmosphere of chaste el(‘gance, innate 
good behaviour and aestiietic taste. It is essen- 
tial that WQ. should constantly Ix'ar in mind this 
background of the environment in wdiieh tdiis 
('hild of riestiny first, opeiK'd his eyes and from 
which he drew moral and spiritual sustenance in 
latvr life so that wq may ]>rotitably study and 
a})preciate the beauty and th(‘ ennobling message 
of th(‘ w'ritings of tht‘ great, jrjet, i)atriot and 
philosopher. 

1 must confess that I have not best,owed any 
sustained application oi“ my mind on t,h'e wajrks of 
Rabindranath wdiich is absolutely necessary for a 
profitable study of Rabindra-literat,ure and, there- 
fore, I dare not launch u])on a cidtical discussion 
of the merit of his wua’tings — |)oetry or prose. 1 
shall only make a few general observations as to 
some of the broader aspects of his literary genius, 
w^hich have struck me. I think it can be assert- 
ed, wdthout any fear of contradiction, that there 
is no branch of the Bengali literature which has 
not been enriched by his vigorous cc^ntributions. 

Take first his x^oetical works. II is poetical 
urge came when he was but a child. Just as a tiny 



hilbslream gushes out of a hidden crevice in the 
ice-bound mountain and joyfully springs from 
boukhu* to boulder forming beautiful waterfalls, 
gathering volume and strength from other rivulets 
that join it on its w^ay and travels a long distance 
skirting the edges of many villages and cities, 
fcndilising the lands on l)oth sides of its banks 
and evenlually loses itself into t,he mighty ocean, 
Rabindranatlf s ])oei ry also gushed out of the rich 
(‘xulxu'ance of his emotional mind and his aesthe- 
tic imi)uls(‘ found perimnial inspiration from the 
cultural heritage of this ancient land, became en- 
rich('d l)y the s(df-('xpressions of the poets of 
many foreign lands and eventually mingled itself 
with the fathomless dei)th of the supreme soul. 

It is imi)ossible lt)r me to make a complete 
assessnumt of the priceless contivil)utions that 
Rabindranath has made to the Bengali literature 
towards the fultilnnmt of the hopes and aspira- 
tions of the millions of men and wa.unen inhabiting 
distaid countries in the wa;)r]d. For the swa^etness 
of his languag(a the measured cadence of his dic- 
tion, the richness of the imageries conceived by 
him and the waxilth of the noble thoughts i)€irva- 
ding his ])oetical w'orks, Rabindranath stands 
a])ai-t as a class by himeself. Who has not been 
oxerwdadmed by the (mchanting brilliance of the 
language and theme of his famous p)ocms, too 
numerous to enumerate ? Who has not been 
stu'uck dumb l)y the lofty tlight of imagination 
and the ])oetic concept,ion of the celestial beauty 
manifesting itself in rhythm and vibrating 
throughout the universe ? Just to quote a stanza 
from ''Urvasi'' : 

When thou dancest in the assembled hall of the 
gods exuberant, wdth joy, 

0 swuiying, billowy Urvasi 1 
To measured music dance the lined waves 
of the sea. 

Shivering to the ears of corn trembles the 
skirt of the earth ; 
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From the chainlet on thy lireast the star that falls 
on the floor of ttie sky ; 

Suddenly in the breast of man the mind 
loses itself, 

Th(‘ stream of blood dances in his veins. 

On the distant horizon of a sudden sna])s 
thy girdle, 

0 thou without restraint 

I do not remember to have come across any- 
where such a robust, grand, noble and enthralling 
conceiition of Jjeauty, etenial and all ]>ervading, 
which has found expression in the above i‘ew lines. 
In his “SVcre/’' (Ode to Autumn) : 

How sweet thou lookest on this autumn morn, 
r»engal, 0 Mother, mine ! 

Jn stainless beauty shines before mine eyes 
d'hy dusky form divine. 

'I'hy rivers scarce can beai’ their liquid load. 

Nor fields contain their corn, 

'J'he liOd and th(i </oc/.s dulcet call 
Jtesounds throughout thy sylvan 
audiance hall. 

And in the midst thou standest, Mother mine 
On this fair autumn morn. 

The Mother's garland of sweet Shefali 
Scents all the earth and air, 

Her garments’ hem is trimmed with 
rainspent clouds. 

So creamy white and fair. 

She wears a lovely diadem golden-rayed. 

In green and golden glory she’s arrayed, 
with llower-woven anklets on her feet 
My Mother standeth like a picture sweet 
with dew and flowers and corn and 
laughing light. 

Ttie earth’s a gladsome sight.^ 

What a brilliant image of Mother Bengal 
arises in front of our minds’ eye resplendent 
with tdie glory of a glittering autumn morning 
when \ve read through the enchanting stanzas of 
this poetic phantasy ! Do I not remember how 
in our childhood days we used to pore over the 
stories in poems collected in Kafka O Kahvni until 
we could see the characters coming out of the 
stories and playing upon the stage of our imagi- 
native minds ? Can anything surpass the pathos 


of ''Jhii Bicjha Jamid 'd)ehatar Grad' or ''Puratav 
Phrityad to mention only a few ? The two to 
three thousand songs that he wrote and set to 
music which are collected in Naivcdya, GitanjaU, 
Giiimalya, and other books of songs would alone 
have made him immortal, ev^en if tie had written 
nothing else. Each of these songs is an un- 
blemished pearl with the eTulgence of its pure 
thoughts and musical diction. The rousing and 
soul-stirring Sir ad erf songs that he wrote during 
the anti-partition movement in Bengal in the 
beginning of this century, e.g., “/Iv/mr ronar 
Bail (/lad ''Yadi tor dak riniry kra na a sc yd 
Baacflar mniid “Meyer dnra mofa ka/pai'd ran 
still be heard in all parts of Bengal. Jlis compo- 
sition aiiadkina-Manii-Adhi iiiiyakd' has been 
adopted as our Naidonal Anthem and its rich but 
simple tune is world-famous today. 

If the reader bestows a little close attention 
h(^ will easily discern that several characteristic 
lines of thought have found expression in 
Rabindranath’s poems and songs. Just as a 
string passing through the hearts of the flowers 
sustains a pretty garland, so do these tliought-rays 
passing through the core of many of his ])oems 
and songs make up a beautiful wreath. A corn- 
petent. critic may write a volume on each of these 
thought-rays but as [ am neither a lit tmateur nor 
a literary critic it will be an act of supererogation 
on my part to attempt to do so. I shall, 
therefore, content myself witli referring to one 
or two of those aspects of Rabindi'a-literature. 

The first idea that finds an exquisite ex- 
jiression in Tagore’s lyric yioems and songs is that 
of an unceasing stream of life that has been con- 
tinuously llowing along since the birth of the 
earth. Humanity is lloating along that endless 
stream through different ages and stretching its 
arms in search of perfection. Nobody can tell 
when began this eiernal quest of the human soul 
for the attainment of self-realisation. There is 
no rest, in the course of this journey and nobody 
can tell when it will end. 

Said the Poet : — 

I know not when I set forth 
with your song in my lips. 
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That is not to-day 

that was long, long ago. 

1 reinoinbor no more 

how long have 1 yearned alter you. 

That is not to-day 

that, was long, long ago. 

As th(^ stream rushes forth 
unmindful of its goal, 
even so havti 1 eoursed through 
the stream of life. 

That is not to-day 

that was long, long ago. ’’ 

The same theme finds expression also in the 
following lines ; 

Since that immemorial time 
when you set me afloat 
in the stream of life 
you have left foi' me 
many a thrill of sudden joy 
in many a home and many a path 

I know t his in niy heart , my beloved, 1 know. 

No one knows how through the ages 
many a joy and many a, sorrow, 
many a love and many a song, 
have filled this heart of mine 
wnfh the nectar of life everlasting 

1 kno\v this in my heart, my beloved, 1 know.’ 

The same idea of the ceaseless .journey 
through eternity of man iiitused with new and 
ever-last ing life, by the tender caix* of the Suiirerne 
Meing will also be found in the following ex- 
(luisite stanza : ' 

Thou hast made me endless, such is 
thy })leasure. 

This frail vessel thou emptiest again and 
again and fillest it e\’er with fresh life. 

This litt’e flute of a reed thou hast 

carried over hills and dales, and hast 
breathed, through it melodies eternally 
new,-’ 

• 

It is not necessary to multiply instances. 
It is not my xiurpose to say that this idea of 
the gradual evolution of man from birth to birth 
through the ages and in course of his endless 


journey towards the attainment of his g'oal was 
discovered by Ral)indranath for the first time, but 
1 do desire to emphasize that Rabindranath 
did give a new orientation to this sublime idea 
ex|)r(vss'ed in inimitable language ‘and that, I hold, 
is undoubtedly a sj)ecial contribution of Rabindra- 
nath which has enriched our Bengali literature. 

Side by side wif h this idea of the eternal 
(jiuxst of man towards perfection, we find a 
a ixirallel line of thought which brings to us the 
ri'assuring comfort that it is not man alone who 
is out on eternal quest for meeting the Lord but 
Ihat the Lord Himself is constantly coming 
down i'rom His high heaven all through the ages 
to r(‘veal Himself to mankind and to surrender 
Himself to His own cua^ation. He who has faith 
in his heart, can read the signs and knows how to 
listen, can hear the measured footsteps of the 
Lord. Mira Bai had that devoted intuition when 
she sang : 

1 hear the sound of my Lord’s footstalks. 

So had Rabindranath, and he asked : 

Hav(‘ yoii Jiot heard his silent steps ? 

He comes, comc's, ever comes. 

Every moment and every age, every day and 
every night he comes, comes, i^ver comes. 

In th(‘ fragrant days of sunny April through the 
forest path he comes, comes, ever comes. 

In the rainy gloom of July nights on the 
thundering' cliariot of clouds 
he conies, com(‘S, (van* comes.'* 

1Tus comes the Loi‘d through eternity. 
He has been coming nearer and nearer to me 
ever since this earth was born. He has not 
waited for my call but has lieen coming to meet 
me out of the abundance and fulness of His own 
love and affection for me. He has been secretly 
sending His messages to me through millions of 
His silent (unissaries and nothing can cover up or 
conceal His maniftrstation. So declai'ed the 
Poet : 

1 know not from what distant time thou art 
ever coming nearer lo meet me. Thy Sun and 
stars can never kee)) thee hidden from me for aye. 
In many a morning and eve thy footsteps have 
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been heard and thy messenger has come within 
my heart and called me in secrete 

Although He is the King of kings yet des- 
cending from his high altar. He has come and 
stood right in front of my lonely dwelling house : 

You came down from your throne and 

stood at my cottage door."^ 

lUit why is this solicitude of the Lord for the 
mere man ? The Poet answers : 

Thus it is thy joy in me is so full. Thus it. is that 
thou hast come down to me. O thou Lord of 
all heavens, where would be thy love if I were not? 
And for this, thou who art the King of kings hast 
decked thyself in beauty to captivate rny heart. 
And for Liis thy love loses itself in the lo\'e of thy 
lover, and tdiere art thou seen in the perfect 
union of two.'* 

It is to celebrate this grand communion of 
the human soul with the eternal soul Hiat the sky 
has been Hooded with celestial light and it is to 
witness this union that night keeps vigil with the 
world in her lap. So sang the Poet : 

Because you and I shall meet 
The Heavens are full of light ; 

Because you and I shall meet 
The Avorld is full of greenery. 

Because you and 1 shall meet 

The night is awake with the world in her arms ; 

And the dawui opens the door of the east 

with a burst of song.^** 

And when the union does take '|)lace juid man 
feels His embrace, then there remains no obstacle 
separating him from the Beloved : 

When you and I mingle 
all becomes manifest 
The sea of the universe 
Swings in swelling waves.'"’ ^ 

It is in the ecstacy of such union that man 
speaks from the depth of his heart : 

My beloved is ever in my heart 
That is why I see Iiim everywhere, 

He is in the pupils of my eyes 
That is why 1 see him everywhei^.^" 


It is thus that the realisation comes : 

I go seeking him 
who is all the while 
in my heart. 

Because he is there 
stars burst forth 
all over tlie sky 
and flowers bloom 
in my woodlands 
of a morning. 

Because he is there 

in the light of my eyes, 

there is such play of form 

such complex of colours 

in the infinite of black and white. 

Becaus(' he is there 
with me all the while 
the southern breeze 
sends thrills of joy 
ail over my body.’’’ 

The Poet has described the joy of such com- 
munion in two simple lines : 

And now I have gained communion 
with you, 0 Beautiful One — 

Blessed is my body 

and blessed is my soul.” 

Then man wants to dedicate himself to the 
Beloved and tries to wake Him up by gently sing- 
ing to Him in the Ihhag tune : 

The night is dark and your slumber is deep 
in the hush of my being. 

Wake, O Pain of Love, for I know not 
how to open the door, and 1 stand outside.”' 

When the well-beloved wakes up, man asks 
the inevitable question : 

Soul of my Soul ; 

has,, all your yearnings ceased 

now that you indwell my soul ?’” 

I do not claim that this eternal quest of man 
for his Lord, this constant coming of the Lord 
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to meet His creature, this dedication of man to 
his (jod are ideals pror)agated by Rabindranath for 
the first lime. These are part and i)arcel of our 
cultural heritage. But there can be no gaiusay- 
iug the fact that these eternal ideas have found a 
beautiful expression in the poems and songs of 
Rabindranath. I hav(‘ no doubt that those who 
lawel in poetic imagination, whose curiosity is 
fresh and pulsating, with life will find much pkxi- 
sure in picking out and anal\sing many such 
thought-rays in Ibibindra literature. 1 leave it 
there and i)ass on. 

The lit ( rare genius of Ra])indranath was not 
conhned only to the writing of lyric poems and 
songs. His Vah}/il'i pyalibha and Mn]fnr Khchi 
were perhaps the earliest modern (‘xami)les of 
musical o])eras in any Indian language. As 
tyi)ical examples of drama, may be cit('d, Mdhui 
in rhymed \’erse and Viy((rj((ii in Idank verse. 
Both of them arc' exquisite in their contents and 
composition. Amc)ngst his oth(n‘ plays you may 
regale yourself for hours with Paja O FPofi, 
F}ri]/(iyc)i itf((, S(i rodoi sd ra , A chala ijaldv. IFija, 
Ddkf/hdr, and several other ida\ss. [ make bold 
to say that you will not find an e(|ual to any of his 
several dance dramas, Ndti)' Pdjd, Phil rdH<i(t<ld 
and SijdWd — each of which is an unrivalled piece 
of poetry, wusic and art rolled into one. He did 
not leave untouched humorous comedies. ]lis 
Vd ihini f her Khd fa , ChirJid m a r S<i hhd , Ha r if a 
Kddfah\ BijdiH/d Kd/itak and (fordi Gdlad will 
ever remain green and sources of hearty enjoy- 
ment o\erflowing with the chaste humour oi the 
choicest and most delightful dialogues. 

Rabindranath wans the King of short story 
writers in Bengali and the pioneer in that line 
of literature in the whole of India. Foei'y 
one of the short stories colkH'ted in the three 
volumes of GdJjia Giichha is a gem of the 
])urest ray serene. Kach one dejiicts, in minute 
details, the picture of the joys and wasmen 
dwelling: in the cities and in th(' remote 
villages in the interior of Bengal. 'Hxdhiffiddtlld 
and ''Kshudh il(i rarlidir' wall remain things ot 
joy for ever. One has to read his shorUstoi'ies to 
realise how through their medium Ral)indranath 
tried to eradicate th(' social inequalities and vices 
by holding them up to ridicule and rebuke. 
Amongst his novels mention must be made of 


Nddkd Did)(\ ChakJier lUd'e Goi'd, Ghdri'if Baireif, 
Serher Karila and ididr Adhiidifd. Each of 
fheni is an excellent 'exami)le of incisive analysis 
of the minds and lh(' changing moods of the 
characlers of the stories. Each is rich with the 
wealth of d'escrijhion of the heautil’id rivers and 
the colourful meadows and paddy fields of the 
countryside of Bengal and with the chaste 
dialogues. Th(' stories never divig but i)ulsat(‘ 
with life and emotion as they jiroceed j’roni 
cliaiher to c}ia])t(ux I remember how eagerly we 
and, for the matter of that, our ekhucs used to look 
forward to the arrival of the curivnt month’s 
issue of th(‘ P)‘df)dsi containing a fresh chH])ter 
or two of (idl'd that was being publisluMl serially 
in that magazine. It will not be an over-state- 
ment, to descril)e each of fhese no\(ds as a jiiece 
of real diamond. 

My account will remain inconqilete if I do 
not refer to Rabindranath’s jirose writings which 
had a wide swx‘e]) in the v ariety of topics (‘overed 
by them. This tak(*s us back to his early age and 
])articu1arly to the time when he was dischaiging 
his duties as Editor of two eck brated monthly 
magazines, Pdiif/d Darsdii which had beam start- 
ed by Bankimchandra Ehattoiiadhyaya, the 
author of the immortal lldidh: Mdtdi'diii song, 
was in a moribund state, il‘ not complete! v dead. 
Rabindranath resuscitated that, magazine and per- 
sonally took up the responsibilities of the Editor. 
Theix' was also Bharatk the well-known monthly 
magazine started by his talented eldest sister 
Swarnakumari Devi, which also Raliindranath 
had to edit at a later stage. As Icditor he had 
to collect ai’t ides from wet l-k now n litt erateu rs 
and thinkers which was not by any means an csisy 
task. Mostly he had to write aiHcdes himeself. 
One cannot Imt admire the originahy of his 
thoughts and the fascinating language in which 
he expressed them. His literary criticisms and 
in particular his warm api)reciat ions of the writ- 
ings of Kalidas and otln^r old masters are models 
of sober reviews for th(^ (kqhh of th(' knowledge 
and insight into human psychology disclosed 
therein and the pointed language in which they 
ar(‘ written. He \vas a great protagonist of 
popularising our folklores and folk-songs. His 
essays on education will give us a clear idea of 
the lines on which, he felt, education should be 
imparted to young students. Those essays will 
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sliovv that he was ver*y slroiiKly imi)resse(l with 
the sim])li('ity and uselulncss of the kind of edU“ 
cation and training that the young disciples us(‘d 
to receiv(‘ j‘r()m their (InrHs Jiving; in humble her- 
mitages in the ancient Ta i)(>v(( n((s. lie started 
a n r(i li iH(fch(i rifdsni III on that iine at Santiniketan 
wdiich lias nov blossomed forth as the Visva- 
1 lliarati. 

()\’(/r fifty years ago when, ("xce])t a few 
thinkers like llhiKkn' Mukhopadhyaya and 
Akshoy Sarkar, noliody ever thoug:ht of the 
poverty and siiualor, moral and material, in which 
the iliiterati^ villagers were wallowing, Itabindra- 
nath was writing article aft(‘r article on xillage 
nH'onst I’uct ion and the desirabilit y and impera- 
tive necessity ol’ co-operati\'e entc^rjirises. Hq 
had jiersonal contacts with the villagers when he 
was put in charge of the management of his an- 
cestral (\state by his fat her and ac(|uired at first 
hand an intimate knowledge ot their problems. 

In his numerous cssaxs written halt a cen- 
tury ago ht‘ suggested solutions which later on he 
tri((l to i)ut to test in Sriniketan where with 
th(‘ lu'lp and active co-op(‘ration of a few ardent 
colleagues like' l.eonard Klmhirst and Kalimohan 
(Ihosc' he started I'econstiaiction xvork in the 
neighliouring ^nllages, In short, there is no jiro- 
tilem aflf'cting the ])hysical, social, economic 
and educational xxadl-being of the villagers on 
which he had not applied his mind and in res|)ect 
of which he had not made valuable suggestions 
for the* amelioration of the*ir condition. Ha])])!- 
l\' oui- (b)\ernment has In right earnest taken up 
and is implemeiding the suggestions made by him 
oxer fifty yi'ars ago, 

ddu* l(*gac\' that lva])indrana1 h has left for 
us in tile* held of literaluj'e* and social recons- 
truction is un(]uestional)ly uniepie and invalu- 
able. lie has, in addition to that, left a ])rice- 
le*ss heritage* for the world — his nu'ssage of nni- 
xersalism. AVhen tin* xvai’ring nations of the 
('ai‘th, lntoxi('ate'd xvith nan-ow nationalism, were 
arming to the teeth with a view to (lying at each 
other's throats and gain tin* mastery over the 
(uitire glolie, standing: lik(* a statue of solid rock 
xx'ith a torcli of heaxt'ulx^ light this savant of India, 
then a de'pendent counti'y, sent out. at that 
critical juncture of the* history of the world and 


its civilization, his message of peace aj)d amity 
in an unfaltering and hrm voice. His ever- 
ex})anding mind nurtured on tlie sublime ideals of 
the r paiiishafJs realised in the innermost recesses 
eh his heart the brotheihiood of man xvho weix* 
Afii rit(fsi((f Piftrah — the sons of the immortal, 
lie felt that men of dicerent nations must come 
to know each other and realise the inner unity of 
mankind, d'o achiexe this lofty |)uri)ose In* 
conceived and estaldished his Visva-Bharati whose 
motto is Yd Ira risvaiii hliji Imi I iidkait uldiii - — 
where the world makes its home in one nest. 
His passionate hope and aspii’ation xvere that at 
the sacred Asrania founded 1)X’ his illustrious 
father the xvorld will tind that one nest. This 
messagi* of universalism is, 1 api)rehend, Rabindra- 
nath's greatest gift to the xvorld. 

This gi'eat and remarkable man wit h a master 
mind, the manifold qualities of whose head and 
heart 1 haxe discussed above has rendered end- 
less service to humanity in diverse ways. He 
has made priceless contril)utions to the Bengali 
language and literature, llis literary creations 
have stimulated our sense of beauty with their 
graceful ixuritx’ and have ins])ired our souls with 
the ecstasy oi' the divine lox’e. By his fearless- 
ness he has shed lustre on our Motherland. The 
k'tter which he wrote to the then Viceroy of India 
protesting against the callous and brutal massacre 
at Jalianxva.l’abagh breathes, in every one of its 
lines, an emphatic i)rotest, emanating from 
the dee])est reex'sses of his lacerated heart, 
against the arrogance of the minions of an irres- 
ponsible goxernment and in silent sym])athy 
with the sulTerings of his mute countrymen. 
He was certainly one of the few great, sons ot 
India to whom xve are indebted for the hig*h place 
that India has attained in the councils of the 
xvoi'ld. Trulx' did Will Durant wrote- — ‘*You alone 
aix* suliicient reason why India should be free.” 

A century has goiie ])ast since he wars born 
and the time has come for us to acknowdedge our 
indebtedness to him. That is why wm have 
assembled here in this conference to pay our res- 
])ectful homage to his sacixal memory. In doing 
so wm must constantly bear in mind what he stood 
for steadfastly and fearless. He toiled night 
and day not only to cater to our aesthetic sense 
but to uplift us from the utter degradation of 
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moral decay arising out a sense of sheer frus- 
tration. Ife felt for the ignorant and poor 
villagers in our own country as well as for all 
downtrodden people in other parts of the earth- 
in fact for all the i)oorest, lowliest and the lost. 
He discussed and suggested remedies for many 
social, educational and economic evils wh ch he 
found sapping the vitality of th(‘ nation. He was 
not. only a I\)et and a visionary but was a sound 
jjractical man with a genuinely broad outlooh. 
Our offerings of gratitude and affection on this 
auspicious day marking the Oentenary of the 
Birth of that Universal Man will be true and 
sincere and wall please his departed soul only if 
we purify our hearts, yn’actise what h(‘ preached 
and rellect the radiant glory, the moral purity ♦>r 
the lofty ideals n our respective lixes. Let us 
l)end our energies and bring about the tulfil- 
ment of his ('arnest endeavour to uplift the 


masses and to make this ancient land a fit 
place foj* selLi’esi>ecting men and women to live 
in. l^et us, therefore, earnestly join him in his 
sublime pi'ayer and sui)plicate to the Almighty in 
his own words : 


Wlnu-e the mind is without fear and the head is 

held hgti ; 


Where knowledge is free ; 

Wdu'i’e the world has not been broken up into 
fragments by narrow domestic walls ; 
\Vheri‘ words come out from the dei)th of truth ; 
WMnnv tiivdess st rix ing sti'etches its arms towairds 

])erfection ; 

Where the clear stream of reason has not lost its 
way into the di’eary desei't sand of dead habit ; 
Where the mind is led forwnird by thee into ever- 
wid'(aiing t.houglit and action — 
Into that heaven of frt^edom, my Father, let my 

country awake.’* 


By Giivudevu : r>, 0, 7, 8, 1), 
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The Appeal of Rabindranath 

DR. SRIKUMAR BANERJEK 


A ))oet, to be must, in the last analysis, 

teach us the art of living. We generally lead a 
life, narrow, fragmentary and one-sided under 
the i)ressure of our immediate material needs and 
of inherited customs and conventions. The poet 
initiat(\s us into fuller, richer and more harmoni- 
ous life by cultixating our thoughts and feelings, 
exi)aMding tli'(‘ horizons of our perception and 
stimulating our sense of Lx^auty, our harmonious 
I'elations with our surroundings. 

Rabindranatli has done all this for us with 
})re-emin(mt succ(\ss. lie has released us from 
t.N’ranny of customai'N' ways of thought and a 
rout in(‘-bouiul life. He has awakened us to the 
beaut \’ of nature and made us feed our kinship 
with e\'(‘rything I’ound about us. He has bridged 
th(‘ jruir between the li\'ing and the ap|)arently 
non-living by making us perceive a common 
])ond ot symi>athy among all objects. He has 
made us fe(d the beauty of the revolving seasons 
and shown that th(\v have a message for us. Day 
and night, sunrise and sunset, midnight, morn and 
noon each stirs in him an appropriate mood and 
(‘motion. The rainy season in ])articular stirs 
him to the d(‘])t}i of his toeing. Reading his 
j)oeti-y, \N'(‘ learn to look upon nature with new 
oves and diseover boauties hitherto-unnoliced in 
luu-. 

Ral)indranath likewise trains our emotions 
and thoughts on even the most trivial occasions 
of liftv The silent processes of the human drama 
charge his mind with deep feelings appropriate 
to the (‘ase. A beggar girl standing desolate 
in the midst of the pom]) of a religions festi- 
vity inspiri's him with the pathos of life. A 
tour year’s girl of his vainly trying to prevent 
his journey away from his home reminds him 
ot‘ Mother Earth in all her immense horizons 
sadly ineffective in keeping her sons and daughters 
in her bosom for ever. The stories in his 
Kaiha-()-Kahi)ii fill us with a great admiration 
for heroic ideals of conduct and teach us how 


to assess the nobility of life. The most trivial 
ha]>[)enings raise his thoughts to the skies and 
teach us about the meajiing and majesty of life. 

Rabindranath has revitalised the teachings 
of the ancient Upanishads, which every Hindu 
carries in th(‘ unconscious depths of his heart. 
He intuitively feels the all-pervasiveness ot God 
in every object of life and in all human rela- 
tions and makes us feel the truth of it by his 
imaginative vividness. This Cod of' the tJpa- 
nishads becomes to him a playmate, an inti- 
mate friend and lover, taking him into confidence 
in the sports of his divine Uht and offering 
g]imp)ses of Himself through the veil of natural 
objects. He even becomes the presiding spirit 
of his poetry, urging him to write and even 
])utting words into his mouth. This dry-as-dust 
world of ours is transfigured for him into a haunt 
of divine communion ; every speck of dust, every 
dro]) of dew, every beam of sunlight becomes 
for him transfused with the tendcu' radiance of 
Divinity. The dogma of U])anishadic philoso- 
\)hy becomes for him a living symbol of the 
presence of (tod. The Vaishnava doctrine of 
divine lo\’e and friendship) mingles with the 
Vedantic Brahma and gives to him a new spiritual 
insiglit and intuition. 

(_)f death and the relation of life with it he 
said things more tender and true and profound 
than an\^ other poet whether in the East or the 
West . For him death has no terror ; it opens the 
gateway to a more p)erfeet life which stretches 
forward in an infinite succession of new exist- 
ences till it finally merges into the ultimate 
r(‘ality. This is an old philosophical truth re~ 
discovered and felt anew by him. The poems 
written during the last years of his illness 
reveal a freedom from illusions, a tranquil per- 
ception of the etenial truth about life, a gradual 
disentanglement from the associations of the 
material body, a pure resplendence of the soul 
never put into human language since the days of 
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the IIi)anisha(l^. J1 we acce})t Kabiiidranath, we 
nnist aa'ce])t the whole of his philosophy of lifea 
liabindranath appeals to a lacher diversity 
oi‘ hiiniaii moods thaij i)erha])s any other ])oet. 
Joy and sorrow, solitaiy meditation and social 
mirih, humoui' and ]iathos, abstruse^ philosophy 
and concrete relish of beaut\- all llnd equally 
p(a’fect exjiression in his i)oems. He satisfies all 
taste and rouses an answering echo in evejy kind 
ot famperame!] 1 . N ursery hymns, old Kaid 
Sonys, light lyrics and iirofound Odes, lyrical 
di'amas and dairse di'amas — e\ er\'t.hina; Hows from 
his pen with the same inev'table spontaneity. He 
ha:; jirovided riclier and more diverse entertain- 
naad lor the men and waimen of the ])i*esent age. 
tlian an\' otlu'r sinrde poef that w(' could think 
of. Ill range of \ersatility he stands unsurpassisl. 
Poet, i)ros('WM*iter, dramatwt, wu'itnr of no\’els and 
shoi't storajs, a literary c latic and a philosoplnb'al 
intc^rpia'tei' ol lil‘e — h^ exliausfs the whole garnid. 
ol expiasssion and laxaads (S'lual iiiastiu’y in idl 
f(.)rms and techniques. Single- handiel he has 
raised Ihmgali language and lileratui-e to the 
status of the most ])rogressi\e languages of the 
World. 

\\ liat is the true relation between a ])oet and 
Ins aiqireciatixe' couidi’ynien o(‘ th(' same age? 
H'he ]) 0 (h no doubt exjiresses the inarticulate 
yearnings that lloat nameless in the atmosiihere 
and startle 'ihe lieai’t ol’ Ids contemporaries wdth 
tlnur sudden \dsjon. A\diat. all feel in a \'ague and 
dim W'a\’ finds utterance on the lijis of the poet:. 
The uncons('ious soul of Pengal must liave been 
di’c'aming about the very things that Rabindranath 
has embooied in his waatings. The new \ ision 
of Nature, the new tliought aliout life, the year- 
ning tor love and beauty and romance, the s])iri- 
tual hunger t hat cixived for nutrition, the assimila- 
tion of West ern ideas in such a manner as to make 
them our own, the ]ierfect synthessis between our 
inherited and acrgiired wealth — all these latent 
desires of the cultured Kengali mind found their 
supreme fuiniment in Rabindranath. We have 
found our owm purest aspirations mirrored in his 
writings. So he is of us, an emanation from our 
owm soul clothing itself in a radiant \'est.ure ww' 
could never have thought of. 

But there is the other side of the picture. 
How^ can wwi attune our soul to take in his divine 


music How wa)uld wc show our kinship to him ? 
(W'iierally oui‘ appii’oach to the great poet is siqier- 
ticial. V\d‘ ])i-ize him for the least valuable ele- 
ments in nis greatness. A few' stj*ay songs chosen 
lor fn(‘ii* melody jiot for their inner substance, 
recitations ol his ])oems, enacting his dances and 
rc ] iresent ing his dramas on the* stage, apprecia- 
tion ol his light amd gay moods to the exclusion 
oj his dee|)ei’ intuitions — d is tlnxse that coristitut(^ 
for most of us (he essence of Rabindranatlr s 
S'lipeal. We jiluck from the golden liird a few of 
InT linedit illumes and think that is a.'il thaf he has 
to offei' us. But that is not the w'ay in which a 
great peek whom \vc look upon as a national ]ioet 
and Hie niouldei' of oui’ lixes and thoughts, is to 
b(^ frdmn to h(‘art. We must ekemse and purify 
,oui- h'Oai'ts to make them titting temples for the 
r('('epiion (.!' his influeiK'e. WT- must accejit him 
in Ins enlii'oty, in all his modes and at all le\'els of 
his ins]>ii*at!on. With him siiiritual intuitions 
were a !-ealit\ and t h(‘ world wns permeated by 
the spird. ot (h.-di. He engaged himself in a living 
and ai'duoiis (luest to find Cod aiuf exhorted all of 
us to lead iiin’e, discii.iliiK'd and ehwated lives, fie 
taught us to lase abo\e all nari'owa sectarian 
t houiH'its and to realise the essential one-ness of 
immaiiity. lie crossed national l’r(,inti(ncs and 
lialiil iially bizcdhed the imiau’ air of inferna- 
tioirdism. W must li\ e up to his ideals if wai 
are to claim him as a nati(>nal iioet. 

AlioN'c all he had a special nucssage for a 
macliune ag(' and an iiidusti’ialised society. His 
Iluh'i shoufvl hav(' a sjiecad apiieal to those 
who ha\e to live in factories and handle meehani- 
eal iirstrumeiits. He has warmal us against the 
de-humanisiiig iidhumce of a life afisorbed in 
tin.' accumulation of wasalth and an exclusive cub 
tivalioii ot the cult of pow’er. He pleaded foi‘ the 
ret.entiou of Hu^ human feelings, of lo\'e and 
tenderness, the hoperulness of \muth and res- 
ponse to the spell ol‘ lieauty if men were not to lie 
1‘ediieed to mere automatous. He called us back 
t(_) th(‘ green fields, the ojien sky, the .joyous song 
of the sowing and the harvest and a happ\' 
eonimunion with the fresh, imspoikal lieauties of 
Nature. He wxmted us to cure our unbridled lust 
loi* ])o\\^er, our Irenziial etToiis to w'rest more and 
more secrets from tlic' ws;)mb of uafiii'e to add to 
our rnateivial comforts b\' a faith in those higher 
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moral values of life which are of pereunial 
importance. The craze for acquisition must be 
counter-acted by a readiness for renunciation 
when the call comes. Wo may accumidate wealth 
and power only tor the collective ^ood of hurna- 
nity, to share tiiem with all. Above all, we must 


not forget the grand, eternal truth of the Upani- 
shads, the message of our Seers and Prophets 
tliat life has been given to man only for the seek- 
ing and finding of the ultimate truth, for the 
realisation of (hid whom no secondary light can 
obscure. 


irZ/iV/ / ,V'./o>/// //f-;r let tins be mv pniiiiiii \eoid, llinl alhil ! haee seen js itiisin .e^^jl>le . 

I linee lasted of the hidden h eney o! thislofus !hal eyfaihl^. c// Ihe iuean o! liejib and lliia, am I 
blessed — lei Hus be riiy pai limy nsn il^. 

Ill this playhouse of infinite bn jus I Ihroe Ihht niy pbiy atnl lun e hoi'e I laiiphl '■nohl (>l him that i ■. 
finnultss. 

My 'LoftiPe boily aihl my limbs htii'e thiilb it lOilli his loueh lolu^ is be\inid f un h, and it the i ud t\niie\ 
here, let it nnue- let this be my pat ti no u'oi d . 


-id lASJALl 



Rabindranath’s India 


ANNADA SANKAR RAY 


My father’s friend, the late Rrafulla Kurnar 
Sarkar, once remarked to me, '‘Eighteen wounds 
results from a tiger’s touch, you know. Any- 
one related to a Rirali becomes a Pirali with all 
Ills lamiiy and all his friends. They remain 
Ihi’alis lorever and e\aM\ not onl\’ for oik' genera- 
tion.” 

Wounds mad(^ by a tiger do not take long to 
heal luit a Ih'rali is l)randed peiinanently. * 

(’entui‘\' after century has })assed l)ut tlie descen- 
dants (){’ Kamdev ami Ja\’dev are still regarded as 
degrad^Hl. Raln’ndranath was heaixl to de])lore 
tlie fact in his old age. The poet had not for- 
gotten nor would society have ])ermitted liirn to 
forg’et if he had' l)een able to do so. His father, 
Maharshi 1 ievendranaf h, said laughingly to 
Aghorenath Ehat topadh.wiy. ”You call me Ehief 
Acliarya. W’e have been Chief Achai'yas for a 
long time. 'Jlie woial ‘pir’ means acharya or (jarii 
and the word ‘ali’ means chi(d' or best. As PiiVilis, 
we have^ been Chief Acliai'yas long enough.” 
Aghoi’enath was later put in charge of the ashram. 

In Ids biography of Rabindranath, Sri 
Prabhat Kumar Mukhopadhxay writes, “For 
various unknown I'c^asons the (aisle authorities 
fa\'ourt‘d some families contaminated by cordact 
with Muslims and honoured them with high social 
status while other similar families wei'c Ijrand- 
ed as ‘fallen’ and de|)ri\'ed of status. The Piiadi 
Brahmins were among those so stigmatised.” 

The legend which the biograplier records is 
an insult to the human intelligence. It is ditlicult 
to beliexe that either intelligence or humanity 
^ existed in the country at that time. Had these 
existed two Brahmins who were forced against 
their witi to eat forbidden meat woidd have not 
been degraded, together with tlnu'r relatix^es and 
descendants, for all time to come. ^They could 
easily have escag)ed from their unpleasant situa- 
tion by accepting the Muslim faith. That they 
did not do so shows a strength of mind which 
deserves commendation. Century after century 



the Ih’ralis have xvaited patiently, within the 
])alt" of Hindu Society, t‘or better sense to gire- 
vail and their fallen status to be rescinded. 

It is certainly a misfort une to be degn'aded in 
social estimation. But misfortune can, by an 
effort of the will, be convtuied into good fortune. 
The Piralis, through their association with the 
Muslims, acaiuired a broadness of mind that made 
it eas\' for them to become friendly with the 
British. Their way of thought wa-is liberalised 
still further through their association with the 
British. How .can .those once branded as fallen 
recover Iheir social status, rising once more in 
social estimation ? The Piralis found the answer 
to I his (piestion in doing business with the British, 
formings comjianies jointly with them and 
founding banks. T^inded estates afforded an- 
other opportunity to rise. Panclianon Kusari, 
through his devotion to Lakshrni, the goddess 
of prosperity, became Panchanan Thakur or 
‘Tagoi’e’. It was the fashion at that time for 
families ‘contaminated’ by association with the 
British to anglicise theii* surnames. Italia liecame 
‘Law’, Saha became ‘Shaw’, Datta became ‘Dutt’. 
So it was that Thakur became ‘Tagoi'e’. The 
caste authorit ies no longer had the courage to 
brand them as fallen. The Tagores became more 
r(‘s|)ectabl(‘ than the Thakurs just as Chatterjis 
became more res])ectable than Phatujjes, Banerjis 
more than Banujjes. The British have departed 
t)ut Bengali i)eriodicals still wnate Alukherji’. 

The dkigores Avere ‘contaminated’ by contact 
with Muslims in the hrst place and by contact with 
the British in the second. There was not 
enough water in the Ganges to cleanse Dwarka- 
nath Tag’ore. Twice he crossed the sea. No- 
where is it recorded that he ate cowdung on 
his return by way of penance. One who lives on 
the water is not afraid of a little dew. A 
family Avho, for a most minor offence, had been 
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Piralis for generations, had no cause to l)e alarm- 
ed. How much further down could they be 
IHi.shed ! ttwarkanalh liad as much strength of 
mind as Tfammohun Koy. And tie added to it 
the strength ‘that, comes with wealth. In an 
e.xotic city like Calcutta the amount of money 
lieople have is more im|)ortant than their caste. 
Money is more honoin-ed. A new yardstick of 
social prestige was introduced into India during 
the period ol Ilritish rule. The divisions known 
as the middle class, the upiier class and the lower 
class were im]3orted in the nineteenth camtur.w 
Leaving the ((uestion as to whether the Tagores 
wer(‘ good Lrahmins or not to the Brahmins 
to decide, ( alculta society accepted them as 
wealthy and aristocratic. They derived even 
greater distinction from their friendship with the 
rulers. The story goes that, in the Queen’s own 
country, Dwai’kanath was called a ‘Pi-ince’. 

When Dwarkanath’s son, Devendranath, was 
a young man a loose page of the Isa L|janishad 
was blown into his hands by a breeze, lie thus 
received the guiding princi]ile of his life' b\' chance. 
Later he ado]jted the Brahmo creed. At that, 
time this creed was called vcduidapratipudva 
dharma. The name Brahmo was given to it foui- 
years later. The Vedas had Iieen regarded as in- 
tallifile fi'om time immemorial. That su]iersti- 
tious altitude was abandoned. Devendranath 
had carefully eliminated all traces of image 
Avorship trorn the shradh ceremony of his fathei’. 
Little 1)\' little he discontinued all rites associated 
with the Avorship of images even though he 
lived as a member of a \’ery large and \'ery con- 
serA’.'dive family. A day came Avhen even the 
services held for the family deity, Lak.shmi 
Janardan, AAere stoiA]ied. Aft.er this he took 
his se;d, in the lAuljAit of the Brahmo Samaj and 
began to act as acharya in his own right. His 
daughter, Sukumari, was married according to 
rites purged of all idol Avorship. 

To us toda,\' these things seem A’ery simple, 
but a t)undred yeai's ago cA'cry ste|) that 
1 tcA'cndranath lo(ik was rex’oluttonary. Yet he 
did not scAcr his connection Avith Hindu Society. 

He did not think that should l)e done. It might 
t)e against, the popular practice to belieA'e in a 
single godhead. Brahma, and to disbelieAe in a 


))antheon of gods and goddesses, but it was not 
counter to Hinduism. The Brahmo Samaj is a 
])art ot Hindu religion. The creed of the 
Bi-ahmo AA’as the essential coi-e of Hinduism. 
Devendranath aaxis as sincere a Hindu as he 
VA-a.s a Bi-ahmo. At that, time Hinduism Wiis 
being att^Kked b.v t lu’i.stian nn,s.sioiiai*ie,s. Many 
were becoming com'erts to Chi'istiimitA'. De\-en- 
dianath, oy proA'iding; an alternati\’e, sae-ed 
Hinduism as Nauide and ( ’haitan.A-a had saA eel it 
before him. 

But he had a n)ent;i! reserviition in resiiect of 
one thing. He was ;i Brahmin no less than he 
Avas a brahmo. Kesliafi ( -handra ,S('n ;ind othei-s. 
although they wei'e Bi'ahmos, were not Bi-ahmins. 
Like him they Avere bengidis yet he could not 
establish ties of kinshijA Avith any one Imt 
brahmins. He welcomed kinship Avith brahmins 
CA-en when they Avert' not Beug;ilis. (iirls of 
his ijimily Avere mai-ried to Brahmins Avho 
Avei'e not Bengalis but in his lifetime no gii'l 
oi kiis l;imil\' Avas j.iei-mitled to mari'y a Bengali 
AAho w;is nt>t a Brahmin even though the Bengali 
Avas a member of t,h(' Ib-ahnio Samaj. Thei, 
AAdiat did the vvt.ii'd 'samaj’ mean ’? In Avhat 
sense was the Brahmo Sannt.j a Society ’? In 
Avhat sense Avas Hindu ‘S;imaj’ a Socit'ly '! Was 
theie iiimther .society anywhere in the AA'oi'ld in 
AA'hich ‘sama.i’ or societ.A' Avas interpreted in the 
same Avay ? 

teison.al cordiality betAA’ceu De\'endranath 
and K'eshab Chandra Avas over.shadoAved by the 
conlllct l.ietAveen theii' ideas. Keslud) Clmndra 
liroke aAvay, taking many otht'r niembei's with 
him. and formt'd the Bhai-.'itvarshiya Brahmo 
Samaj. DeAendi'anath s Bi’ahmo Samaj liecame 
knoAvn fi'om that tinit' on iis the Adi Brahmo 
Sam;i.j. He had ah'eady been given the htinm-ific 
title ‘Mall a I'.': In'. No one doubted that ho av;is 
one who kneAV Brahma and aaus filled with His 
siiirit. In I’eligious ex])eri('nce he Avas the foi’e- 
most ol the Br;dimos. But, it vasis difllcult for 
him to afijirove ot the social changes for which 
most memliei’s ot the S;imaj AA'cre impatii'nt. 
They AA'ei’e eager to assert the indeiK'ndence of 
Avomen, thf right of non-Brahmins to act, as 
ministers, inter caste marriage, equality bet- 
Aveen the sexes, renunciation of the saci'c'd 
thread. He was inflexible. The Maharshi did 
not CA-en aiiproA'e of the great ste|) forAvard which 
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Vi(l\'asagar, working from within Hindu Society 
and Hindu religion, was able to take. He foinid 
his personal soxutioii iji Iraxelling in the Hima- 
layas wdiiie he wsis able and spending his later 
years in I’emote and iinmoble eniiiience iri Cakadia. 

A cow which has been in a burning barn 
takes JVight thereafter at ihe sight of a rosy cloud. 
Peo].)le who had Ijeen ])enaiist'd once IV)]- a tidx’ial 
]'(‘;isoii and branded as ‘talkuV \\ould naluiadly 
l>e 1‘eluctant to risk degradation or outcasUng a 
sec'ond time. lUit tames iiad changed, (‘hris- 
tianity \N’as not t h(‘ only tiling that came from 
Hurope. There were olhei* ti'cnds of thought 
also. The iACiiaissaiu'e, Humanism, the Lil)erty, 
E(juaiit\^ and Fraternity of the Frencli R.e\'0- 
lution. Liberalism, I lemocracy . Wh're all these 
onh^ for WV'sterners ? \Ver(‘ they- not also for 
India ms ? Foi' Hindus ? kh.ir all men ? Keshab 
(diandra Sen and other Hrahrno leacUn-s did not 
wash to foreswaair Hinduism. All tfu'y' wanted 
was to understand j iua'r iuiman heritage and ke(g.) 
iji step wa‘th the times. l]i the process some 
excesses ma,v lKi\e taken |)lace. Hut what good 
would it have done to a\'oid mistakes by remain- 
ing inactive ? 

Another split occurred in the Brahmo fold. 


Sivanath S^y^lri and other Hrahrno leaders broke 
away from Ke-diab (diandi'a Sen just as Keshal.) 
t'handra Sen liad broken awaiy^ from the 
klaharshi. The dissidents formed thtnh' own 
I'-roip), the Sadharan Hi'ahmo Saniaj. Keshab 
(fhandra’s groip) then changed their name to tlie 
Na\ai\'idhati Hrahnio Samaj'. Tlie occasion for 
this separation wais the Cooch liihar wedding. 
So eager was K(-dnd) Hhamhm Sen to Inive his 
daughter manaka.l to the Haja of Hooch Hihar that 
he could not wait until she attained th(' mini- 
mum age of fourliam. He l)rot:e his owu rule, 
exiilaining h's lapse away^ as a mandate H'om Hod. 
^Tlie subsequent split, in his following l.)roke his 
heart. He died not long afterwairds. 

The Brahmo Sarnaj’ IIhui liad to come to grips 
with the revivalist Hindus. Neai’ly all of them 
had an English education. Many had crossed 
the seas and eaten cow’dung on t.fu'ir la^Liirn yet 
they were more fanatical than ordinary- Hindus. 
According: to them Tndia meant Hinduism and 
ilinduism meant Tndia. All Indians were Hindus 
and all Hindus Indians. There was no place 


in theii- scheme of things for either CVirislians 
or kluslims. Their nationalism wars Hindu 
nationalism, based upon caste and reverence for 
the j)ast. they believed |)j’OLkhy in idolati’y- and 
the doc(]-ine of avataiss. They looked ui)on gurus 
as incarnate deities or their a\atars and wor- 
sliipj)od them as such. VVitli pseudo-scientilic 
exiylanations they justilital all evil practices. 
Attack- Is the best detence. ddu'v sought to 
delend the Ary-an cixilisation of India liy- attack- 
ing A\("^t(uai ('i\ ilisat ion. There wa'is nothing to 
l)(' ieai-iied from the Most (mcept scitmee. 

Ihdoindi-anath joined the Hindu iLwiva lists. 
Ihibelievable, but true. Latei-, in tlie coui-s(‘ of 
wiating (h)ra, he examined his mental state and 
taithlully depicted it, seetting himself free in Iht' 
p]-ocess. His comjdaint w-as that the Brahmos of 
the Naxavidhan Baniaj and the Sadharan Stnmij 
w-('re not as much a ])ai't of Hindu society- as the 
Adi Sarnajists had been. They hesitated to des- 
cril)e thenis(dves as Hindus. Wkhen Ihdn’ndranat h 
bt‘g’an the xxiatiiig: ol (Vora lie was as agg;ressi\-e 
Hindu as wa.'ll as a Brahmo. He liad his place in 
lliiidu society- just as his ancestoi’s had theirs, the 
only difference l>eing that, hc' objected to idol w'or- 
ship (do. He i-efused to leax'e his ]jlace. He set 
himself to rebut the cia'ticism of foreigneiss and 
lireachers ot othei’ religions and sought to 
challenge them in thei]- turn. He wars not in a 
mood to sj)are the Brahmos unless they^ descjalied 
ttn.anselves as Hindus or if they freapiented the 
(apposite cam]). 

lidimately- inlerwo\-en witl) this attitude w-as 
his sense of Indian nationhood. By Indian was 
imd(a'stood Hindu, l)V Hindu an Indian, Muslims 
and (Tiristians were not only beyond th(^ pale of 
Hinduism, th(\v w-ere lieyond tln^ jiale of 
India.nism. But there was a snag. What then 
w-as Sister Ni\-(‘dita ? She w-as not a Hindu noi* an 
Indian by- birth yet she could not be calk'd either 
a non-Hindu or a non-Indian. If she were 
accei)ted then neither Hinduism noi* Indianness 
depended ui)on birth. Any one could beconu^ a 
IHikIu, any- one could Ixs'ome an Indian. But was 
that easy/ ? Would the doors of Hindu tenu)les 
be thi'owm open to such a pei'son ? Or would 
any one accord him all the rights of Indianness ? 
Wheia^ was Nivedita’s place ? Was her place 
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whc'ix' ItahjiKjranat h's was ? No, Nivcalita’s plac^. 
was not as uii(lis])ii t(‘(l as Itahiiidranath’s. 

As Ilahliidraiial h thought and \\ role h(‘ cam(^ 
In ])(‘i'coj\'(' t [w‘ truth. In the (aid Iks found ho 
could not (dura thu r.a:ht ut Hindu s/tradlid 

ddi(‘ doors ol all llindu tiurijih's woja' closiul to him. 
Tluai ho found a kind ot stal)ilit\' in the nh’uKt* of 
thos(‘ without a placi' to .U(> — the Hrahmo Samaj 
— not tho Adi Ih'aliino Sarnajd II(' married a 
Ih'alimo pdrl. Althouidi th(' po('t is not oxplicdi 
it can f)(‘ sat(d\' assunusd that tho mai'idatto was 
pC'rtoi'HKMl accoi’dinp' to Hrahmo rit(‘S, under tho 
('i\'il Mai’riao(‘ Act s|)onsorod h\' Koshal) (hhandra 
S(Mi. Muslims and (diidsliaiis iiad the ripdd of 
cntraiici' into tlu' two later fu’anches of tlu^ 
Ifrahmo Samaj. d'h(\v also could hecomv^ 
Hralimos. it was not n('C('ssai‘\' foi* them to 
l)oconi(‘ Hindus. Wdaa' t h(\\' any t he loss Indians 
tor that ? (doi'a was not (‘xpelkal fi'om India's 
lap h('(‘aus(‘ ho did not lia\'o a pilaci^ in an ortliodox 
Hindu honus He ’‘(‘maiiusl an Indian, ddiis new 
(kdinitioii of Indiii found I'oom for all, accoiitiny 
(woryoiu', Hindu and non-Hindu alilos No one is 
i*cjd‘ct('d. Kaln'ndra natli Inusko aw’a\' from the 
Ihwixalist 1 1 indus. 

Nora said, “Motln.'r, >'ou ai‘e my mother ! 
Idle mother in sisarcdi ot whom 1 ha\'e wandonxl 
so tai* was sit tine; at honu' all Hu' tinux \ ow have 
no caste. >'ou make no (list duct ions, you despise 
none, ddai ar(' tlie imaye ot ^e'oodness. You 
a]'(‘ m\' India.” 

“Motiu'r, call Nsmr Lachmiya. Tell hei* to 
pour nu‘ a driid( ot water.” 

So it was that Ihihindranath discovei’od the 
India that was his, tlu^ India wdiich has no caste, 
in whi(di no in\ idious distinctions aiX' made and 
iieiH' ai'i' despis(‘d. ddi(‘ India which is th(' imay:e 
ot' puri' yoodiu'ss. In tho iioetry ho wrote suf)- 
se(iuentl\' this realisation l)(‘cam(' cleart'r and 
(di'ari'r. Ih/ calkxl ail to “the sea shore of India’s 
yaasat hunianit 


“(i-ome, 0 Aryans, Come, Non-Aryans, 
Hindus, Muslims, Come, today, come Englishman, 
Come, Christian, come — ” Those wdio liad come 
befoi’e he called tliern became and remained Indian 
in th(‘ sense that he was. 

“Aryans are there, non-Aryans, Dravidians, 
Chinese, Sakas, Huns, Pathans, Moguls — all 

merged into one All exist within me, 

not one of them is remote In my blood 

sings their \ aided music 

ddiis vision ot' India is similar t(» Arj'una’s 
vision of the world as describ(Hl in the Gita. It 
was tilting for one who had t)eh(dd this vision to 
sing : 

“Thou cald'st day aftei* davx ftesponding to 
Th.v noble summons Come Hindus, Puddhists, 
Sikhs, T*ars(ws, Muslims, Christians, the East 
and the Mdjst. A garland of lovu' is wa)V(‘n 
beside Thy throne ” 

Tile po(d's conceiition of , India did not sto]) 
with this vision, d'he W’est as spoken of in his 
song was given eijual status with the East. The 
W'est must come and it must come on einial terms 
wdtli the ICist. The West must be accetited, taken 
to our lusirts and made oui* own. No Westerner 
is under aii.v oblig;ation to shave his^ head tirst oi’ 
don the satTron robe. He need not become a Hindu 
or b(‘ taught as a Hindu from childhood in a 
Hindu houKx 'The Westerner shall come as he is. 
The Englishman shall laanain an Englishman, the 
Christian a Christian. His status will be e(|ual 
j'ust the same. It do(\s not matter at all if h(' 
neitlu'r Ix'comes an Indian noi’ a Hindu nor a 
Prahnio. He niav’ come. The garland of love 
shadl bo threaded together. Yisva-Bharati is the 
naiiK' the iioet chose for a unity of this kind. 

(T r(( iisid ( ((I f]-oni ific h)i Lild Jidif), 


t .K'hi'ii' dll' till; I IS lillimi hit I ii i'ji'it }i,i auA .rhiii’ tlu p.dh in.iJh y is h i Cii k i ii'-i sfi'-rhs. 
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Rabindranath and World Literature 


FATHER PJFJrRF FALFON S. J. 


RaBINDRANATiFs woj-k in tlir of ediica- 
tinn is iniportant ; imi)()rtai]t also was his role 
as a national leader and as India’s and)assadoi' 1o 
(he world ; a religious and soc'ial thinker, a 
great musician and ])aintei‘, the writei’ of many 
no^aks shorl sloric's and di'amas, a maiwellous 
essa\dst, Ralsindranat h was, lirst and toiamiost, 
a /tod. Lea\'ing to otliers the task of stud\dng 
the many facets of his genius, 1 wish to study 
him onl\' as a irset. lint it would Ix' i)r(.‘sumi)- 
tuoLis for a foreigner to comi)(.‘t(‘ witli tlie \ e]'\' 
many and excellent Hcmgali critics who ha\’(‘ dis- 
cuss(xl the various asjjects ot Jtal.)indranath’s 
poetical work. This [xseti'y is so intimatel\' 
expressix’e ot’ the. dreams and longings and .joNss 
ot Bengali life Hiat a non-I>eng;ali must alwa\s 
I’calize that much esca])es him, much renadns 
l)eyond his rciich. 1 w'ill, tliercd’ore, stud\' this 
])oetr\’ oidy in its i'elation to oilier ht(n'atur(‘s, 
especially the literatuiass of th(' Wisst, and I 
will atteni))! to ans\\'(n- one* (|U(‘stion which lias 
often lieen^asked (Tom me : what is th(‘ ])osition 
of Raliindranath with resjxxd to world litei'a- 
tiiio ? Is he only the greatest i)oet of a paifi- 
cular nation or is he trul\’ oiK' of lh(‘ great world 
poets ? 

d'he majority of Rabindi’ana t ITs ncadcu’s, 
those for wliorn he iirimarilx' wrote, may Ik‘ 
astonished, perhaps offended, i)y siudi a (pKss- 
tion. l^Twv poets ha\e recei\ed an\'where in 
the world the nation-wide homage of (mtliu- 
siastic admiration Tagon^ has received in Itengak 
For Bengal, ])oetry means Rabindranath’s i)o(dr\'. 
Bengali children learn th(‘ magic of rli.cthm and 
t he first enchantments of imagdnation wdiile memo- 
ri/.ing his |)oems ; Bengali youths discover the 
W'orld through his eyes and their minds are 
sha])(al )).\^ his l\u‘ics ; [leople of all ages read and 
sing and pra\^ Rabindranath’s poem^s. 1 have 
seen many a time the trance-like rapture in the 
eyes of Bengali school-boys and college studimts 
or of simple peasants and sophisticated intellec- 


tuals suddenly transported hy the magic power of 
Tagore’s ]) 0 ('ms or songs into a woi'ld of dream, 
liaianony and lieautx'. Who among; thcan \\()uld 
e\’(‘i- (luestion t lu' claim of their i)ot‘t to b(' oiu' (d 
the giV'atest poids of tiu‘ woi’ld ? 

Forv'ign n^aders of Tagore, unal>l(‘ to apiire- 
ciate his writings in tfieir Bcmgali original, pore 
(sver pah‘ translations and, charmed though they 
•often are by tlic' mystic w'ist f u liu'Ss of (iifdHjdli 
or The Pitsl g(merall\' fail to r('aliz(‘ thc' 

ext raordinarx' grc'atiusss and maiiifoldiH'Ss of Ids 
fx ricism. Tliey tliiiik ot d ag;ore as ot a Sag(\ 
a Mystic iwrhaps, and his poid ry is but of secoii- 
darx’ interest to lh(un : his message is loi’ tliem 
more important tiiau hi.-, aid. 

Sonu' riaiders, hot ii Biuigali and loiadgn, 
more familiar xxdt h the triuids ol modern poetry 
in tlu‘ W’est(‘rn xxorld, lind Rabindranat h s roman- 
ticism little attmuMl to ih(‘ doubts, anxiet.iiss and 
tormented moods of the nuMi of to-day ; they 
prefeus at times llu'X judge' ebjeadixely greater, 
poets who, d(ssi)erate and mteudorly toi'n be- 
twaam their longing for lUaiuty and their reali- 
zation .of unixi'rsal . ugliness, have rejected 
romanticism and si'arched, xvith tlie Sxmibolists 
or th(‘ Surrealists, foi- ikav |)oetic techniques 
and for an art moia^ ex))r(sssive of their own 
tragic s|)iritual (oxiieriemces. 

To tOrm an objTctixe estimate ot Rabindra- 
nath’s greatness as a w'orld poet, one must 
theuadOre keag) in mind the tac't that ac'tual 
transmissions of his poetic wairks are ga'iierally 
lK)or and do not give an adeciuate idea of wiiat 
a i Bengali critic justly called “his quantity, his 
immens(' range, his iabulous x'ai'iety . One must 
also adoj)t. a sutiix'ient ly x ast jiersjiectdve and 
abstract, from too su)>jectiv(‘ ])oints of view or 
narrowlx^ historical circumstances, kfodei nity 
does not necessarilx' constitute greatness ; besides, 
‘modernity’ is a very subjective and relative 
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jiotioii. The world of Homer and Vyasa is Tiol 
the same' as the woidd we ]i\e in ; Viryil, Dante, 
ShakesiH^are, Racine or Goethe, to be rightly 
iipprec'iated, must l)e ix'ad in a difierent pei’spec- 
live from that of oiir contemporary circumstanees. 
VvT' may find ours(‘lves subject ivel\' mori' respon- 
six e to t ln‘ poetry of writers closer to us in time, 
\\(^ do not for that I'eason judKO them to be 
(,b jeci !\ ely g’reater, Rabindranath’s world, the 
world of (ialpa- cnicrhn or the world of iiorn and 
('jliun: llairc, is alreadx' for us a distant world, 
very ditfei'eid; from the present-day world of 
(' )iitem]K)rary RengLd ; his poems, most of them 
at least, were wiRten in an a<>'e now definite1\’ 
byyone. Many critics yet yo farther and contend 
that rtat)indi‘anath's poetry is lacking in the trayic 
depth, the spiritual iidnnsity and the i^rofound 
humanity which modern readers expect irom a' 
truly gvreat ])oet, ancient or contemi)oi'ary ; they 
(juestion the poetical \alidity of his too serene 
idealism and of his xery xision of man and the 
unixerse. Rabindi’anat h, accoi'dine; to them does 
not ixossess tlie hnodernity' which is essential to 
a t rulx’ yaueit xvorld po(d, not because he ])e;One;ed 
to another historical aye but because he ynored 
the doubts and the despaii'S of man, because he 
xx'as too ndiyious or vnystical, too ol\ rn|)ian, too 
positixely secure in his ])eaceful contemidation oi 
beauty, 'kins identification ot hnodeiantx' and 
l)oet;ic yreatness xvith the “exyierience of the 
x'oid", xvith anyuish, or the obsession with man s 
trayic condition amidst a demonic universe, 
lassiilts from a consideralily simijlitied and one- 
sided understand ny of modern literatuiae As 
Mantain ])ointed out in his lectures on ‘Creative 
Intuition in Art & Poetry’, “the s])iritual exiieri- 
enc(' of modern poetry is double-tacced and selt- 
dix'ided ; while deteianininy itself, and this is its 
yrandeur, with respect to the Prime Heiny, it has 
liere the counteviance of the ardour in refusal, 
there th(‘ countenance of the ardour in 
acceptance”. Many yreat modern poets have 
‘oiited’ for the reality of the Absolute : the reli- 
y’ious vision of the mature Eliot, the ()ositive ac- 
ce])tance of the xxairld and the cosmic jciy (h 
Claudel, the Faith which inspires many of the 
])resent-day yjoets in the West, are not in any 
xvay less ‘moderik than the desperate dreams 
of Nerval, the anyuished blasphemies of Bau- 
delaire of the rejection of all transcendence by 


Mallarms of vdlciif. If Raliindranat h there- 
fore fails to be a yi’eat xvorld poet such as 
modern men can fully ai)preciate, it is not 
becaiuse of his ‘acce|jtan(‘e oi the xx'orkl and 
of his spiiatual ‘oplioir but liecause of some other 
artistic limitation or deficiency. But does 
Rabindranath really fail to achiexe ‘yreatness’, if 
his woi'k is examined ayainst the backyi'ound of 
yrcait xx'orld ])oeirv ? 1 do not flunk so. 

Rabindranath's nnuji' is immense : xwuyv few' 
jjoets hav(' yixen form and lieauty to so ina.ny 
moods and feelinys. Tayore's poetry is a vast 
xvorld indeed : from the t'i‘st ast oivishments of 
the child to the carefree and sen-aious dreams 
of adolescence, tlnx cUasier passions ol manhood, 
the thirst for the diviiue the (paiet intoxication 
caused bx' Nature’s manifold lieaidy, the other- 
woridlx'' jiensix’eness of th(' saye, the vilirant love 
of country, th(‘ honioly cnchaidments and sulici- 
inys of eveiwday liP^ and the peacefid xvaitiny on 
death, tliei’e ai'e so many and so iidinitxdy 
varied as])ects of Tayore’s poel rx' that (wery man 
or child of xvhatt'xer aye finds himself at honu^ in 
this ])oetical unix'eisse. 

Besides this ranye, Rabindranath's ])oetry 
possesses another (luality that yives it extra- 
ordinarx' yreatness. Tayore s ])oet rx' is xx’oiulei- 
fully dnisirdl. Mallarims di-eamed of a poetry 
that xx'ould l>e ].)ui'e music ])ut most lu adern poets 
have lost the seci’et ol thos(‘ aiicient i)o(ds xvlio 
xvere at once musicaans and invets. Foi‘ Tayore, 
])oetry and music xvere nexei' separated. A 
modei'n t)ard xvho sany his oxvn compositions, a 
Benyali ti'oul)adour for xvhom the lute xxas as inn 
]M)riant as the ])en, Rabindi’a nath was a miisi- 
(dan exen t)elore he xxsas a ])oet. 1 had lead 
manx’^ times his ‘’(i 1 1 (( ii jah beloi'e I could listen 
to the music of its sonys ; listeniny, J under- 
stood so much iiKtre than J had lieen alile to yras)) 
when 1 wans merely readiny. Tliis may apifiy 
to all yixmt ])oetry but ii appli(‘s in a xery sixoial 
manner to the poetry ot Tayore. MaJiy ])oems 
or lyric dramas ot Raliindranath only lixe xvlien 
heard in their musical context. TTiis harnKniu 
is the soul of Tayore s pioefry : the whole uni- 
verse, Nature, mains life and its divei’se moods, 
Tayore approaclied as a musician searchiny foi 
and ])erceixdny harmonies infinitely varied and 
subtle, lie has created an extra-ordinary 
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inuniljcr of rhythms and his whok^ |)()etie work 
but a never-endiiiR a song that was in turn 

light and fresh, dreamy, grave and solemn, passi- 
onate, mystical and contem])lati\'e, but always a 
snng. 

Poet whose range was immense and for whom 
])Oetry was music, Ralaindranath was a great 
liODKO/fic. Too many foreign readers of 
Pal)indranath think only of him as a Mystic* 
and tot) man\ C()nt(mij)orary critics ai*e sus])ici- 
ous of all romanticism : But Pod)indranath’s 
greatness is lirst the remarkable greatness of 
his romanticism ; it, is as a romantic ]) 0 (T of 
('xtraoi'dinary talent that he must be ap])roached. 
Ills ‘d/unes'/, his ‘(7/ //re’ and kSm/fO' Tai'i,' the 
])allads of ^Kalha O Kafiini', the world of 
Ui<iIp((~(jifrrJi((\ t he passionate ardour of 
(l(((la\ his n((}‘(isha scgigs and the Nature' poems, 
the larger movemeid of ‘//e/cA’u’, the' dc'C'per love 
of make of Pabindranath one ol the 

greatest I'omantic poc'ts of the world, lie has 
niagniticent ly exf)ressed thc' yeaiaiing: alter 
Bc'auty, the' deep communion with Nature, the 
will to cscaiie far away from the' ugliness and 
arabness of daily life, the joys and melancho- 
lie's of love ; he has created a world ot Beauty 
where the imaginations and \‘earnings oi man 
tind the rneost wonderful release and fulfilment. 

But this great Romantic liad a deei)er and 
greate'r vision than many olher romantic poets. 
11 is j)oetry was deepened and wideaied l>y his 
I fija n i sh a (1 i c' 'J ira iki -!)(( I hi 1) i n d n i n a t h m : i y 
lied be as great a ])hil()so])her as a Sankara 
or a Bergson ; he max’ not l)e a mx stic comparable 
to t he great ^ m ini Is' of the world. But his poetic 
inspiration wnis fed on the tradition of the U])ani- 
shads and his contem))lation wa'iit bc'yond the' 
dazzling: spectacle of the finite world. The Tljja- 
nishadic realization of sui)rasensual plenitude 
and joy and Peace and universal oneness gave' his 
l)oetry a s^])iritual profundity rarely tound in 
romantic poetry. 

It is difficult, on account ol Rabindranath s 
nianifold richness, to find any one ])oet to wdiom 
he can be adeciuately compared. Some great 
[loets have created works greater than any single 
l)oetic work of Tagore. Tagore has not composed 
an Iliad or an Aneid, a Cornmedia or a hanst ; 
none of his poetic dramas is equal to the great 


dramas of Sophocles, Shakespeare, Calderon or 
ttacine. Yet, Tagore the Poet is infei’ior to no 
other poet bi'cause of the infinite \ariety of his 
poetic creativeness. Among the great romantic 
l)oets of the West, few, if any, coi^ie near to Iiim. 
Victor Hugo, the greatest romantic |)Oct of 
France, is, like Tagore, a wa)rd magician who 
wrote i)oems of a tremendous variety, a master 
of i*h\'thni and meta])hor, who cast info admirable 
form ;dl the moods of a wdiole nation but he is 
definitely not for us what Tagore is for you ; he 
has mould('d our [ax'try's language, he ])ossessed 
a luxuriant imagination but he had the ])hiloss])hy 
of a sentimental adolescent, he wxis lacking in 
taste and measure, his creatixeness xxas but the 
discovery of beautiful words and sounds. 

To ‘exiilaiif Tagorc' in tej-ms of French rioetry, 
one vx’ould haxe to bi’ing in Lamartine with his 
ni(‘l!oxv iiK'dital ixeness, Muss('t and his vain 
pursuit of ideal love, Gautier ])erhai)S and his 
ex(juisite cult of form, the dreamy musicality of 
VerlaiiKx and many more as])ects of French 
lyricism. Would the Faiglish Romantics give us 
on(' great ])oet to wdiom we could compare Tagore? 
8h(dle\', whose intlueric(' is visilile in the fii’st 
wairks of the young d'agore ? Kc'ats, wdth his 
mor(' exacting techniiiue and his more objec- 
tiv(' delineation of Beaut x' ? Swdnburne, supide 
mid sensuous like the author ot 'Chitra' ! 
Wordsworth, wdio xvorshiiiped Nature m his 
meditatixx' song;s ? Tennyson, whose ‘idylls’ 
and ballads remind us of the 7vu//n/.s*’ and 
T\((hiiiis' of Ral)indranath ? Tagore has some- 
thing' in common with exerx' one ol them but to 
give a com})lete idea of his yioetry, one should in- 
clude all of them, together with Spenser, and 
the Irish Syrnluilists, and others still, ddiere 
is only one great, Western poet whose w'ork has 
the range and richness of Tagore’s lyric wnirk, 
and that is the German Goctho. In many ways 
in(le(xl does Go(The present striking similarities 
wdth Rcdiindranath : he was at home in the 
classical literatures of the West, he had absorbed 
tin' spirit of the Minnesingers and Volksingers 
of his owm land, he rediscovered the best of the 
old traditions of German ])oetry and w(mt on ex- 
pendmenting endlessly, inventing iwwv metres 
and lyric forms. Schiller called him a ‘native 
poet, because every ])oeni of his is the direct 
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on ( come of some personal impulse or emotion 
but he was also a 'reflective’ poet with a deep 
philoso])liica] bent. His works appeal to all ; 
children and grown-up’s understand and love 
him ; he is the national poet of his country, 
ft is poetr.\^ is the refined j)roduct of a vast culture 
but it is not written for a cultured diU' only ; 
he is a great humanist, and a writer who, 
without acce|)ting the orthodox relig-ion of his 
own ])eople, is animated by a ])rofound religiosity. 
He was in lo\'e with the earth, “ein sehr irdisdher 
Mensch” full of that 'Dingfreudigkeih which was 
dee]) j'oy in the spectacle of the world, serene and 
recol lected tra i iquill it.y in comm u nion wi th 
Nat ure. Am J wrong if 1 say t.hat all these words 
a]j|)l.\' excellent ly to Itabindranath ? 

Having attempted to show that Jlabindra- 
nath’s ronianticisrn makes him one of the great 
lyric poets of the world, 1 feel guilty of consider- 
able o\'er-simplilication. Labels and neat divi- 
sions into pi'e-existing categories do little justice 
to a gemius so manifold and so spontaneous 
as tliat of Uabindranath. Goethe was the 
greatest German Romantic l)ut. he outgrew 
his own romanticism. And so also did liabindra- 
nath go ))eyond the limits of romantdeism. He 
renewed himself again and again, he exi)eriment- 
ed with new techniques ; his later poetry is very 
different indeed from the earlier poetry of his 
more romantic period. Some of his dramas are 
distinct iy closer to those of Maeterlinck or the 
Irish Symbolists than to the romantic })lays of his 
youth. Some of his h\unns and songs attain a 
classical fulness worthy of the greatest classic 
l)oels. 

There remains one question for me to 
treat, that of Rabindranath’s actual relation 
to Western ])oets. How much did his poetry 
owe to influences from the world outside and 
how much has he liimself inffuenced writers of 
othei‘ countries ? 

Some Rengali critics have affirmed that 
Rabindranath was ])rimarily a Western poet writ- 
ing in Bengali ; some others, without going to 
sucli ridiculous lengths, have yet em])hasised 
somewhat one-sidedly the European elements 
in 'ffagore’s poetr.w In 1‘act, Rabindranath is 
the finest represtmtative of that Ptengali Re- 
naissance which was occasioiied, partly caused, 


by the cultural and literary contact establish- 
ed between Bengal and the West in tbe nine- 
teenth century. He lived in a family which 
was intimately acquainted with the best art 
and thought of Europe, belonged to a religious 
grou]) which had been deeply influenced by 
Western ideals, from childhood, he knew English 
and loved Pbiglish poetry ; he passed in England 
some of the formative time of his adolescence. 
And yet Rabindranath borrowed little from 
ioreign models and does not, directly at least, 
owe much to European masters. ShdU’i/ and 
K('((fs, he loved ; he liked Woialsworth, he was 
at one time influenced l)y Robert Browning 
and, jiearly as much, b\' Elizabeth Ifrowning ; 
he read V'idely English poetry and many books 
by AVestern authors. But it is difficult to point 
out any one particular author to whom he would 
have been indebted to any considerable extent. 
As Hugo is French and Goethe German, so 
Tagore is Bengali. In the AATst, at the time of 
tlie Renaissance, P’rench and English writers 
studied the ancient classics and .the Italian poets ; 
Ronsard is not Italian because of his study of 
Petrarch or Chaucer-unEnglish because of 
AA'illiam of Lorris and Boccaccio. But even this 
kind of outside influence is limited, so it seems, in 
the case of Rabindranath. He assimilat.ed much, 
he g:rew art istically and spiritually beijause of his 
contact with the world and its writers, he perhaps 
freed himself fi'om many fettering conservatisms 
through his openm^ss and receptivity, but he was 
the disciple or tlie follower of no other poet I 
know of. His romanticism was ceiTainly deep- 
ened l)y his youthful reflections on Dante, 
Petrarch and Goethe ; Shelley and Keats fired his 
A'oung mind and heart, and J have already spoken 
of Browning’s influence at one particular period 
of his poetic woi’k ; much latei’, he came to know 
and aj)preciate the Hash Symbolist.s ; he had met, 
and he certainly esteemed, Yeats and Ezra Pound, 
flobert Bridges and other English poets ; he 
followed with great interest the develo|)ments of 
the new Bengali poetry and was brought into 
contact with t he more recent poetry of Euro])e. 
Bid Rabindranath’s work was little affected, I 
believe, by these side influences or contacts. 
After he was fifty, he travelled extensively 
throughout the world and passed several years 
on those Journeys meeting many of the best 
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artists and writers of the world. Ihit the princi- 
])al purpose of t.hose peregrinations was not the 
study of the literary and artistic currents in the 
world but the gathering of sympathies and sup- 
|)()rt for the foundation of Visvadlharat i. At the 
most, those Journeys were the occasions of new 
ex])erience and a broadening o(‘ Tagore’s world 
outlook. Rabindranath, though in no way ksola- 
l(‘(l from th(^ world’s great(\st liteimture, owed 
little to its in Hue nee. 

What has been his infiuejice on the literatuix' 
of the wa>r!d ? IJis influence on all aspects of 
beiigali literature is of course immense ; 1 have 
been told that it- was import-ant also on several 
non-Rengali Indian literatures. Outside Tndia, 
i know only of one gieat poet whose work 
lias been deeply influenced by Rabindrxinath : 
Gahrichi Misintl, the South-American poetess ; 

1 might add Jimenez, the Spanish poet, though 1 
do not. know h()\v far Tagore actually influenced 
his ])o(d-ic work. , Resides tliese two major poets 
of the W(st, 1 do not think that Rabindranath 
has so far nspired or intluenced any oth(‘r im- 
imilunt wudter of the WTst. Many I'easons could 
be found to exiilain this regrettable 'abscncG of 


Tagoia* from the world’s literary scene, his absence 
at least as a life-giving force in the realms of world 
l)oeti-y. 'file West knows Ral)indrajiath primarily 
as a Sage ; he traxelled in the West chiefly as a 
teaclum and philosopher ; his great romaid ic poetry 
is little known and what is known attracts is 
little known and what is known attracts little 
because Romanticism has long been in the West 
a thing of the past. 1 t.hirdv that, the West and 
the whol(‘ literary \vorld would gain mucli from a 
better knowledge of his poetic work and 1 hope 
that, at the occasion of this Centenary, new 
elTorts shall l)e made to convince readers of 
world literature that the Tagorean world is 
worth exploring, that, there is a manifold rich- 
•ness of harmony and beauty, a wealth of image 
and rhythms, treasures of unalloyed joy, and a 
great and lofty Ausion such as our present-day 
world stands in sore need of. 

On the occasion of this Centemary, I i>ay my 
sincerest homage of admiratio)i to the world-] )oet 
of Rengal and 1 thank Almighty God Who has 
gi\en us, to Rengal and to the woiJd, such a 
magnificent Witness to the Reauty of His 
Creation. 


Otii /.s bciluti, i iipbun. /t’ ///<<' : 
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Here ] see many of the world's common- 
wealths, mej] and women who in some cases have 
been drawn to India from halfway across the 
eailli — drawn by the Rravitational pull still exer- 
cised by th(^ personality of Rabindranath Tagore ! 
What is th(‘ nature of Tagore’s S])ell ? Why is it 
that, decades after his i)hysical death, Tagore 
c.ontinu(‘s to (exciter and inform the imaginations 
not only of liis own counti’ymen but of men from 
nations and cultures lying at a considerable dis- 
tanc(‘ fi’om the Indian sub-continent ? 

Th(^ answ(‘r is not obscure : who(‘ver you are, 
whaiev(‘r you ai‘(‘ interested in, Tagore has some- 
thing important to say to you. For Tagore was 
one of I he truly universal men who have walked 
this earth. In the West he would l)e regarded as 
a Renaissance man, for he combined in one i)erson 
the idjundaid gifts of iK)et, dramatist, ixiinter, 
philosoi)h(‘r, comi)oser and (vjucator. 

Which of these gifts has ex])ei‘ienced the 
greatest a])peal ? 

In this decade, I would guess that Tagore’s 
])hiloso])hy, if not in greatest demand, a.t least 
si»eaks to the greatest need. For we live in 
iin age moving at jet si)eed, seemingly to its 
own demolition. 

If it is true that diHicult situations call for 
heroic actions, it is also true that heroic thoughts 
must ])r(H'ede action. Tagore’s i)hiloso])hy, his 
attitude, his style, belong to such an heroic 
Avoidd. F'or no matter how' black and bitter the 
situation, Tagore possessed the gift of seeing 
things calmly and at their centre — he had that gilt 
of the intellect and the emotions which the 
Ameiacan William James once called “crisis 
clarity.” 

I would submit that such clarity is in short 
su])])ly during our present crisis. Indeed, one of 
the most insidious as[)ects of that crisis is that — 
caught within its gravitational field — we have the 
dangerous illusion that we are thinking with 
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perfeef clarity. It is only when we measure our 
thiid\ing against that of a unixersal mind such as 
Tagore’s that w'e realize with a start of horror 
how^ wair])ed and subjc'X'tive our conclusions may 
be. 

Let me be more conci'ete. Throughout 
Tagore’s lifetime the British committed outrages 
in India — outrages which ranged from overt 
oppi’ession to more subtle^ forms of ('xejuisife 
social and i)sycho]ogical torture. Tagore’s re- 
action to these continuing outrages and provoca- 
tions was most revealing, most meaningful- -in 
ways that far transcend (he sj)eciric Rritish- 
Indian confrontation — which it seems to me 
make Tagore basic reading; for today. 1 will 
touch on his reactions in .just a moment, but 
the i)oint 1 want to make now'is that Tagore has 
survixed his era intact, 'friu^ ; his social con- 
text has fallen to dust, but his principles of 
social thought and action wanx so true to the 
mark, so universal, that I find them indisjien- 
sable for dev(do|)ing; sound atttitudes towxirds the 
universal crisis of today. 

Of cours(y every era has its crisis, and un- 
fortunately our era has produced a richer and 
more variegated ci’o]) of crisis than perhaps any 
other in history. So before I make a perhaps 
presumptaious attempt to apply Tagore’s prin- 
ciples to the crisis of our time, I had better out- 
line briefly just which crisis I am talking about. 

I am talking about the overarching crisis 
brought into being by tdre nuclear bomb and by 
the existence of hostile, volatile national entitles. 
I am talking of life in a world that can be scorch- 
ed to a crisp in a matter of seconds, as if a blow- 
torch w'ere to be applied to a bird’s nest. 

I hope you will not think it is my intention 
to harrow you, or to indulge in cold-war politick- 
ing, or to insult your intelligence by recount- 
ing facts already well-known to you. But I 
do think it meaningful, indeed essential to the 
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context in which we meet to remember this 
city and this countryside, can in a twiidding lie 
melted into nothingness it a man lialj' a world 
away decides that there is good rixison to luish a 
single butt, on. 

If a Ivoman centurion could be materialized 
with shield and short sword, 1 h‘ would seem a 
formidalde ayi)arition, a veritable deatii-dealing 
machine. Yet as 1 stand here 1 repi'esent a 
minimum of bOO.OOO pounds of the explosive 
called TNT — that is my share of the explosi\e 
imwer now stored within the nuclear arsenals 
of my country, 'there are citizens of other so- 
called nuclear-club nations who in tlunr persems 
in-obably represent an equal (piotient of eX|)losive 
jiower. Incidentally, thos(> among us who do 
not belong to the nucleai’wlut) i)Owei-s lu'vd not 
feel left out of this giislx' sharing-oul p)-ocess. 
An othcial (islimate states that the amount ot 
(h'struc.tive nuclear powc'r stockpiled in the 
Amcricain arsenal 'alone is more than enough to 
account I'or 20,000 pounds of 'I'N't fo)' e\'er\' 
human being now ali\e! Meanwhile, as 1 talk 
to \()U, the physicists oi these nuclear- chit) 
nations are busy (Je\'eloi)ing bombs which v\ill 
raise my destructive iiuotient and yours even 
higher. Already the stanitard large bomb-in- 
being is of the 20-megatou variety : it cotdains 

1.000 times the deslrucli\e iiower of the bond) 
that iucinerateit Hiroshima. 'I'liis 20-megaton 
l)omb contains more destructive j)ower than a 
caravan of one nullion trucks, each carrying 

20.000 pounds of TNT. I will spare you and 
myself any detailed listing of the horrors 
attendant on the use ot such a liomb . the. 
melting down of peorile, animals and things, and 
t he lingrering poisonous eftects on the iinnn - 
diate area and on those distant areas in which 
radioactive fallout comes t-o earth. 

If it is to 1)0 found at all, it will be lound— 
I submit — by men and wmmen who are convei- 
sant w'ith the living past as well as with the 
inescap:d>te present., men and 'wmmen ?)'ho^ have 
lu’ofit.ed by their reading of the great minds— 
among whom I rank Tagore high. 1 lanK inn 
especially high because he served not just India, 
but bequeathed to us ideas w'hich should prove 


most helpful in tlu' search lor a lorm for the 
human community. Indeed, it is my conviction 
that Tagore can g:i\'e us an allirmatice answer to 
the question of whether tfie huinan community 
shall be a battlefield or a neighbourhood. 

1 came to 'I’agore first in HIM7 through read- 
ing a l)ook 1).\' Romain Rolland. Among other 
things, the book conlrastt'd the ideas ot (uindhi 
with those of 'Pagore, dramati>dng the importance 
of this dualism in awakening India. In some res- 
])ects this dualism I'eminded me ot the llanulton- 
JetlVrson controvei'sy in my own countix s 
hi.storv, with important elemiaits ot the ])hilo- 
so|)h,v of each man cotnin!'.' together to create a 
vital blend. Caiidhi approached mankind through 
.India ; Tagoie aiiproachi'd India thi'ough mankind. 

In reading Rolland, d was clear to me that 
(landhi’s teachin.gs and Ids non-co-o|)erat ion moce- 
nitnit were enriched and invigorati'd as t he result 
of Tagore’s ceaseless prodding on behalf ot 
univei'salisni. 

'Pagore recognized the dangei' to the world ot 
yet anolhm- luii-efv nationalisl mocement. He 
feared that the (.landhi nioxement might get 
beyond Candhi- that the heat generated by non- 
co-opei’al ion could become the t(\ er ot a national 
aut horit arianism. 

India's jiroblem. as 'Pagore saw it. was insepa- 
ral)le from the world iiroblein. “No nation can 
find its own sahation by liri'aking away 1 rom the 
others. The .awakening of India is bound ui) in 
the awak'cning of the world.’ 1 cat) recall now 
th<‘ thrill I felt in reading 'Ptigore’s iioetic defini- 
tion of universtdisin ; 

‘•wti<ac the iiiitiil is withouf .real' ami the lii'ad 

is hi.’ld liipd’^ ' 

AYlici’H kiioAvled^’c is friM' ; 

Where ilu' world has not hooii hroken np into 

fray’ll units liy nari’ow doniest.ic walls ; 

Whtn't* woj'ds (■oino (»iit oi th(‘ dt'ptli ol ti nth , 

Whore t/ircloss sti'ivinp' strt't.tdios its arms 

towards porfectiori ; 

Whore the cl oar stroam ot roason has not lost its 
way into tho dreary dosort sand of dead Indiit ; 

Where tho mind is led forward by Tlioo into ovoi-- 
Avidoniny’ ttionyhi- and action — 

Into that heaven of freedom, my Father, let my 

country awake.” 

What was happening in India made me feel 
foolish for having been mired so long in ihe futi- 
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lit>' that was thi* fashion of my generuiioii. 
(/ompaiaal to hulia's, our iii'ohh.uns wore as \vis|)S 
of smoke aloiigsi(l(‘ a thunderhead. Arid yet, 
India was moving towai'd i'reedom i)recisely 
hccaust' a pfiilosoph (■omp(nmded oi aflirmal i(jn, 
set ion, ('onipa:-sion, and nn i \ (U’salism was giving 
inspiiadioii and dirc'clion to cM)milU'Ss millions who 
wors- learninj' to lliiiil; alxait lin^ idiai of treedom 
for the tii'st limes 

It wa- naturai that tfu* nn»mentum genuu-ated 
h\' (iandhi and Tagore sfionid carry me* hack to an 
a))prai,sal of the Anuna’can philosoplnass. It wars 
(oaai nioro natural, pes’liajis, that, I should Ix'gin 
wit.h Ismm\^a)n, with whom tlu' Indian think(U‘s 
siamied to haw' such a ricli aHinily. Wliat 
l'ornierl>’ had re'enu'd to m(‘ in Isrnei’son to a 
colli etion of hland philosophical tiaiisms — some- 
wliat in tile la\(‘nd('i' 1 rad it ion ■ Now came alive 
with force and distinction. 

As in (landlii and Tagores th(‘i’(‘ v\'as the 
v ij’oroiis asssartion of indixidnal inl(‘g^‘ity and 
piii’liose' as a foundation for ser\'ic<a to lh(‘ gtmt'ral 
we'lfarcs ddu're was tlie (landhiaii disdain in 
Ihnerson foi’ conformit\' and con\'ention : “hA’ei*\' 
tru(‘ man is a causes a countr\s and an age ; 
reepiires inlinite spatos and numkxu’s and time fullN' 
t(» accomplish his dewign ; and ])osteiat\' sr‘ems to 
follow his step:^ as a train of (dients.” Then, in a 
one‘-line' (list illal ie)!! e»f tlu' ( lanellh and Tagore 
philosoph\s IsiiK'rson wiadrs “Nothing can gixe 
>011 peace' hut the.' triumph of ])rinciplcs.“ 

I io/e'iis of otlu'i’s had saiel it hefeere Kmei'son : Ik' 
hroiight it into rich focus. 

Thus, Tagore^ was that meest \aluahl(‘ e)f 
thinke'rs, tlu' eiiu' ho is not eeiils’ a re'Wai'd aiul a 
dcliidit in himse'lf, lent \vl)o alsea hringss the' esiger 
mine! inte) phase with eithei' great thinkers. The 
impe'tns 1 had gaine'd in part fre>m '’I'agort' now 
le'd me tee r('-i‘eael. i’t'-e.'\ aluale, aird re esteem 
othe'i* gre'at American unixau’salist thinkeuss — 
rh'tre'rson, k'ranklin, James, tlolrnes, and \Ahlson 
— whe) saw Ihtur ceauntiw as i\ unixersal, not a 
nat ional pheummeneui. 

1 wreJe of Tagore'ks style -of his attitueU' 
in the' face' eef ])ro\'ocat ion and outiaige. 
The' (iualit>- of that attitude is not easy 
to eletine'. (k-rtaiiily Tagaert' wsis not a mystic 
in the' sense of a man who rises above the 
struggle l»y axerting his eyes and pretend- 


ing it d(>es not exist. On the contrary, Tagore 
was intensely m/gepgc, deeply awaire of the irurqui- 
ti('S and hitter deprivations which plagued his 
times. 

He once wrote* : — 

“It must l)c mlmilti’d nu ull hands, tliat the wuj'ld 
today hclon^'s to the Europeans. It is their niihdi 
(Miw, and it hits tlasii' jiaii to ( •verf]( 'wi ny. We in the 
E.ast (lit notlimp’ hid ga'/a* and r.'a.jH': in ast onjstiment 
wdiile our sliarr- of tlie world’s fnod and wealth r'ajVidly 
vani;- lu'S.” 

And in a blazing; ])assag(', he says : — 

“lleyorid tlie lionnds <d' Euroia' tin:' loich of its (dvili- 
y.ation was not meant to rpna* light hut to start iiri's. So 
it hajipened that that pidhd;-; id’ ojiinm si.i|))M>]ded hy easmon 
halls were dii'etded at tlie heait id’ (diina, an atrocity 
the like* oj’ whieh lilsiory laid not iviiown ln'iori', except, 
prrhajis in tin* newly discoxrri'd .Xnu'i-lca where hhii'opean 
powers in tlieir gi'eed for gold used deeeit and violenee to 
destroy the wo:»riderfiil JMalaya [teople . . . . .And everyone 
is awaie id’ tlm Imrrors of European ruU' in ttie Afidean 
province of ('oiigo 

“ddieii came tlm (Jrea! War, and a (‘iiidain went U]), 
all at oiuas mi tlie stage of Western histoiy. It was as 
though .a driinkcMi maniac was reveah'd in all his stark- 
ness. . . . Tliis modern erniition was somi't.hi tip; X'olca 
nic, the* sn]>]tressed ei'i nn iiality fo'ed of ^ the lid of 
lu'ess.uie helehing fort ti hiva-like', I'eddi'iiinp; the sky with 
its .glare* and consuming tlu* gi'ccn richness of tlu* t'urth. 
.... West(*rn eiviliyutoin no Imige*!' admits any call to 
a st'iise* of lioia'or. . . . The* ve-ry Em‘]ioe.‘ xvhich liad once 
re'viU'd 'kurki'y now etpenly Haunts fascism.^ . . , 

Y(‘f Tagore uevm- indulged himself in the 
ohx’ioLis tenqd.alion lu write Euro])e off, to con- 
demn it as soulless, nntferialislie, and har])arous. 
He urged his connlr\'men always to look beneath 
appearances, fo eondemii whaf was had in Europe, 
l)ut to recognize the good. He xvarned : — 

“To say that Euroju* doe-s last ex])ress tlie human 
s]iirit, merely aecumulat(*s mate'inal things, is as good as 
saying that a tree doe.s last exjire'ss its life throiig’h 
(he* (le*a(l leaves which it sheds. M is the foi'ce of 
life in the tree that makes it shed its leaves, the 
dead le.-ives ai'e no sign of its own di'ath. Only life 
can die at (*very moment true death comes when 
death ceases.’’ 

He spieaks of the remarkable Europeans xvho 
haxe found their xvay to India and dedicated their 
lives to the Country. 

“Tliesc' exam])les,’' says Tagoria “are of jieofile whose 
self-ell'acement took place under conditions far aiiai't from 
tlie familiar wasy of theii' ex])erience . , . . Tiiey even had 
to carvi‘ out their owu path of sacrifice, since ail known 
paths were forliiddt*n to tliem. . . . Can anyone derive 
such amazing strength from a tradition of materialism ? 
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A cynic alont* may say that Kurope niles all tlic world 
j,,(l-iy l)y its material powcn-. The time source of its 
siieneth is muloiihtodiy s])ii’itual. In no other way can 

sti'erieth he accounted for.” 

T'iine and ap’aiii, Tai^oi'e nrp'nd his ('oinilrx- 
i.ioM Ic) Mssiiiiilale I he lursl ideals of Kiirepe, not le 
, ( iifiise rejection of its ap‘pfessions with rejection 
li’ its rood ]Hoints. 1 tvotdd remind yon that this 
'.,os no (cisv ])i('ce of ad\ ice. As an Indian 
,\fio Avished to rally his tanintrxinen to Die 
:-|riic:rd(‘ tor inde] lendence, dtiyore iniyht (cisilA' 
h;oo yained 1 ‘ccrnits Iia' picturing iMiroptcms 
;ajd nioia^ esfiecialh' the Dritisfi — as heiniy all 
of thcnn the ])rut(\s and 1 ihK'kyuards that larco' 
mijnlKU'S ot them can’iainly weiac lie did not call 
for an anti-Biatish A'cmd( lta and Tayorc Avas loo 
w'ide and too yGiveroiis for this. 

A\"e see hei’(‘ Tayoia' S (diicd characlei'ist ic : 
[ir saxes, knoAV the (‘nemA’, resist tin.' cnem>', hid 
iii so doiny se(' thi'oiiyh to his naiiii'al yoodness 
will) an (\Aa^ toward rec-' run lint ion alter Due ('on- 
liict eiuis. For dayorc, radish lade in India Avas 
a ])hase : he saw the task of liidin as snrxnA'iny 
that phase and moA'iny into nat ioiikiood wdh a 
iiiiiiimum of lasiinp; hrdreds. The ])res(nit yood 
rc'kdions betAA'eeii Ihntain and India attest Du' 
wisdom of this aidifoach. 11 Tayore, appadt'd 1)\ 
the* ('xccesscs of Enro])tmn rnaslei’y oauw Asia, 
coidd nonet heless see throuyki his reseid nieiiis 
■diead to the day when the (h'Dironed Europeans 
would he indiafs friends in th(^ inteimat ioiral 
(oirimnnity, AAuauld it not he possible hnr ns— 
si ai id i iip; as aaos do on d ayor(‘ s shoiddcns to 
(iiscern thi’onyh the toys oi international snsj^icion 
t hoso (‘h'mtnits on the AX'orld scent' vxdiicli yiAt' 
iwoMuse (»f a ])eac‘elid tnture Such di-cei iiinent 
is not easily arrived at, tor as d ayore fint it, I he 
wl ilify to penelraft' th(' yidse of the nntamiliar 
iiid discoA'cr any yood hehind it is rare. 

One .of the eltnnt'iiET that ddiyon- 

disceriK'd operatiny heliind the facade of Erdish 
•and European heyt'mony \vas i ht' power ol scienccc 
1 rniyhl say, incidentally, that ! am ahvays anmst'd 
when 1 talk to people Avhose ideas about d ayon- 
are derived mainly from a tew Siinday-suiiplemciit 
- y)i'i(rs about him and from iiict iires shoAviny a tall 
prophet with fiowiny ex'es and a llowiny beard 
Such jieople tend to think of Tayore rather patio- 
nizinyly, labelling him as a serene Eastern mystic 


Avho Avas iynorant ot such uyl.A' facts ol life as 
soci;d ujihi'aAaals and technoloyical advatices. 

Ot coui'se A'on and I know (hat this Avas not at 
all Die case, ddiyore was as modern as tomori’oAV. 
11 is unixersahsm ('mliracc'il the siiiritual and Die 
matcsrial asjiecO of iilf' in an inh'yral Ava.AW 

lU'llections of dayore niion iua' ('ouiitiw 
were made sonu' dt'caules ayo, but 1 fnu’ them 
penetratiny and siiyyesliAe ; xxIu'Dier aii\' ol Die 
('h'nu'iits ot his anal\'sis still a]ipl\‘ in aiiA’ ol Di<' 
roinitrii's iv'piv sc'ii 1 ed liei i' is soinethiny 1 U'axu' 
to yon ! 

1 hax’e Ix'en ([Uotiriy dkiyoi'e at lenytli tor 
s('\'('ral iH'asoiis : oiu' is that 1 alwa\w enjdy 
tolloAA'iny th(‘ plax’ ot ideas iirodiicc'd l).x' Diis 
gxciliny and nni\ersal mind. AiioDu'r more 
prt'ssiiiy I’eason has Ihm'W my wish to si'l the stayi' 
1‘or an admit t ('dlx' riskx’ experiment: xvdh xonr 
permission, hd like to ('xiilonc Du' (|U('sDoii ol 
how tar dkayore's “crisis clardy is applicalik' to 
the crisis ot our tinu'. ddnua.' is, of eoiirsi', tlu' 
danyer tliat I Avill force dayore s xx ritinys inlo the 
Proeiaislean bed ot my oxxn jii’ecoiuu'ptioris and 
maku' him seem to sax Du* opposite ot what he 
inb'iided. Bid 1 tiaist A’on vxill not di'cide that 1 
tiaxe made such an (error. 

ddi(‘ nuclear hoinh and Du' tact ot com])(‘tiny 
mdioiial entiD('s added ii]) to an iinpri'caaleiit ed 
crisis in human affairs. Ot coui'St* dAig.ori' did 
not live lo see Du' hoinl), l)ut hv saAv ck'arly Du' 
Avax’ science Avas taking; us. De w'Voir : 

S.CM'IUU' luis Optuicd U)) So 1I1UI1\’ l()Ut('S 

that pa'oL'.rapluca I hariimcs ha\a‘ (-(‘asc 1 ♦<' ('.xist. S<> 

niuiiy iiK'ii, :iii(l wlial is mores so maii.v ualioiis aic cel t ing; 
l(W';c1 licis that tlic peohiem of liumaii umly is now more' 
important than ever hofoi-c. WUiat will uiiile- 1 hose 

whom sci(Mic(‘ is hrinpiuc; toca'flKU' ? Tlc' oiileu 

foiccs that can imit(‘ lay fai’ holiind It is all too 

ot,\'ions t hat nat ions iwv cf)miiir; toy'*! Ic'c miitinr - and 
the* ac.'ony of it atllicts the woi ld lodav. 

ddiis strikes me as a most Aaluahle insiyht ! 
necsides ayo d'ayort' no1(*d a tc'iidency Avhich has 
today become thi' actuality- that is, the count ries 
ot the world ag^ylorni'ratiny toyether, chisti'riny 
in unions that art' more m('chanical than cku'mical, 
mid falliny a])art easily in onk'r to form Direaten- 
iny; new I’eyroiiyiinys. As Tayori' said, Dow to 
1)0 tree from arroyaiit natdonalism is to day tlu* 
chief lession to be learnt. dd>-morrow s history 
will begin with a chafjter on internaDonalism, 
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and we shall nnike ourselves unfit for to- 
morrow if we detain an\' manners, customs and 
habits of IhouKht that are unfavourable to 
inbumat ionalism. 

Sinc(‘ 'fap.'ore wroi(' these woi'ds, the coming 
togethei' of nations has bean si-eeded by the ad\’ent 
of th(‘ United Nations and jierhaps by the very 
tlireat posed b>' the nucleai‘ l)omb. Perhaps, as 
he ;-;ai(h the indi\ddmd West (am nations tind it 
dilheult to unil (' because they ai'e not united I rom 
within. He says, “Wbssteiai civilization tries to 
k(H‘p itself free from daiigei' by getting rid ol all 
foreign ekamails, as w(^ se(^ e\’en today in 
Ameiaca, Australia, New Zealand, and South 
Africa. The laaison is that in Western society 
tliere is oftaai a grievous want to harmony 
betwcaai th(' dilTerent classcss, and those who 
should 1)(‘ intfsgral ])arts of tlu' social tabric aim 
often r(\garded as undesiral)l(‘ liurdiais. In a 
soci(d>’ vdau’e oiK'’s own people are held 
sus])ect as ])otential t roulile-makers, there can be 
no ])lac(‘ of rc'fu.ge for ttsreigmu's. . . . There 
are onl\' two wa\'s o])eii to a count i‘\‘ so tar as 
treatimmt of outsiders is concerned. It can 
either kill them or turn them out, 1 reeing it sell 
from potential danger, or it can tit themi into 
its own struct u!*e and g’ixe them a place in its 
econom\s ... It lu'eds genius to make friends 
out of ad\'(M'saries. It is tlie way ol genius to 
laaich dee|) into minds, to hold minds in the spell 
of lo\'e. . . .” 

How are we to create such a sp(dl of love ? 
Not uiu^xpectedly, Tagore the educ.itor recom- 
mends elaborate, intensive (slucational exchanges 
on a scak^ not >ad s(mn in t he \^■ol’l(l. Already 
sucli exchange's arc' well underwa\'. In addi- 
tion, th(‘ int('rchange betweim scientists, engi- 
n(‘ers, and other piadessional men is at an all- 
time high. Then too, the Ihiited Nations has 
succeceh'd the relatively important League of 
Nations. P>ut jierliajis most im|u>rtant is Tagoi’e s 
general exhortation that tlie governments and the 
indi\’idual citizens of the various countries 
t hink tti rough the (piestion of intra-national 
and international unit\-. As one who has tried 
conscientiously to do so, I can only tell you my 
own conclusions, conclusions vdiich I thiidv w-ere 
clearly adumbrated in Tagore’s writings. 1 think 
tliat what is needed is a Constitutional or Organi- 


zational (ajiivention— whatever the name— wdiich 
will attract the best minds the world can otfer, t,o 
examine the weaknesses of the existing world 
structure and to do something about laying a 
foundation and reinforcing the main l.ieams in 
order that the structure will not fall oi‘ its 
own w'eiglit as now threatens. It is a i’ar 
bigger problem than the one that faced the 
Constitution makers of America more than one 
hundi'ed and fifty yc'ars ago, but the stakes and 
the |)otential benelits are correspond ing.ly large. 

Paradoxically, the biggest obstacle to the 
sort of world unity sought b\’ Tagore is not th(' 
actual formation of a suitable organization — 
for the Plnited Nations is ah'eady an organi- 
zation-in-being— but the formation of a stats' of 
mind among p('oples ('A'ery where which will at 
least ])('rmit the attemiT to be made. In ni> 
countig' — as in others— there is a reluctance to 
admit the fundanK'ntal and trite reality that 
tim(' do('s not stand still and that changes have 
accomiiaiiied the passing of time, which, whether 
Hi(‘ idea a|)peals to us or not, haxe demanded tor 
our own self-preseigation that we make the best 
of them rathei* than the worst. If the world has 
become an association — even admitting that it 
is a disunited, disjK'rsed association — it will do 
us no good to claim we do not belong, unless, of 
course, we are prepared to say that \ve do not be- 
long to the world either. 

It seems to me that my own country has a 
vested interi'st in the holding: of such a world coi^- 
\'ention. For America has been a prime laliora- 
tory for the lu'w world order. And a comention 
of the best minds (o be lound on the earth can 
l)orrow from the history and experiences ol' 
America just as the Founding Fathers of 
America l)Oi’row(‘d from the laboratory ol the 
Creek world. And if it was true that America one 
hundred years ago could not exist half-slave 
and half-free, it is ecpiallx' true of the world 
today. Such a convention could not impose 
democracy on the world — democracy is no ex- 
terior g;arment to be made to order ; it cannot 
1)0 imposed from without. But the convention 
could at least iiresent. to the world’s people the cas(' 
for dentocracy’s three E’s : EducaUon, Enligli- 
tenment, and Evol ution . 

This is my extrapolation from Tagore’s writ- 
ings. The appalling threat of nuclear war, th( 
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population explosion, the irresistible tendency 
of science to make the world either a neigh- 
bourhood or a battlefield — I think that all thes(‘ 
phenomena would lead Tagore, if he were alive 
today, to call for a convention of our finest minds, 
a convention at, wliich a new and higher sort, of 
world order waiuld be discussed, with the world's 
population as rapt auditors. Perhajis I would 
have supported the idea of such a convention if 1 
had never read Tagore, but I can assure you that, 
the encouragement implicitly afforded me by 


the “crisis clarity" of that universal mind has 
warmed my heaid and firmed my resolve. In- 
deed, I suppose 1 can do no Ixdtei’ than to end 
these remarks by quoting a passage from Tagore 
which has alwa>'s buoxaal me up when ])eoi)le 
l)i’otested to me that tlie world nations are so 
disparate that the\' will nex er agree on general 
lirinciples. '^Pagore’s words on this subject 
xv(‘re : “/ cavnot af (dl ad))! it tJiaf fJierc ccui he 

(tinflhiiig hi higher lif(' irhich ir oidif good, 

til a partieidar geographical latitude^' 


THE LAST POEM 
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Thou hiVi'i lilt' [uilli of win iUiithoi 

in a iii( \li (•/ v,n irH 

Thou (>iiil('hil (O/r. 

I>('ll!y /hivo Vi'ii si'i i! snnit' t'j fnhe luIn'O 

in ill //( >,\s 
Wiih von I iloitil 

Vi'ii liiioo h'fl voin nhn h c// (nviiint ss 
inkniO tnoiiy fioni linn llio i (\ y o! niolil 
The f'ci/h Vinn '-hn 1 1 oh Is for linn 

IS (ho 1 1 lUi si in (■ n I fuith c/ ///s honil 

(\'or iH mill n Oil hy n ^niif/r fiilh. 
Thou (orlons onlsuio il is sli tiiojil o'ilhni 
(liifi IS his pinio 

Jhi'iioii nn ii dill hnn fiiliho 

III Iho ilof'lh of his ho,ii ( ho finds 0 iilli 

\Oiishoii ilOiin hy rlio nnior liyhl. 
SoHiinO ( ii n choiil hnn ; 

ho I (II I i os /(> Ins, In iisin i -lioiisi 
Ins liisl yoo'ouil 

II 0 who ootro fully ooitld hoiii wnn ',o:l(\ 

n ioroi's Ironi Vinir hiniiis 

(ho nohl (o ooorlii sli no poiuo. 


Cnloiilhe 

Jiifw 30 , am 

0-30 it III. 
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When celebrating- the centenary of the Poe^t’s 
bii'th, our minds naturally go back a hundred 
years and make a survey of the environment in 
which he first saw the light of day in May 18(11. 
It was more than a hundred years after Plassey ; 
English domination had been firmly established in 
India, and Westeni cultural and social ideas were 
steadily permeating all strata of Indian society. 
In the early years of the nineteenth century, 
Kam Mohon Roy started an agitation against the 
foundation of a (Government Sanskrit Eollege on 
the ground that such a movement, would b(^ I’etro- 
gade for it would only re-vitalize old superstitions 
and outworn modes of thought. The Hindu 
College was started in 1817 with the a\-owed 
object of spreading the knowledge of Western 
Science and Philosophy. The three Universities 
of Calcutta, Bombay and Madras were establislu'd 
in 1857, and Anglicism seemed to be in full swing. 
But there had been murmurs of discontent, and 
the rumljlings of an open revolt were heard in 
1857, the year of the foundation of the Univer- 
sities. It was partly a Mutiny of the rank and 
file. Sepoys, as these common soldiers, were 
])opularly called. It was partly a War of Inde- 
pendence, not ordy against English ride but also 
against Western encroachment on Indian social, 
cultural and religious life. And it is not without 
significance that the Sei)oys rose in rebellion not 
against military or political domination bid to 
protest agamst an innovation that gave ofi'ence to 
their religious susceptibilities. 

The Mutiny was (pielled, l)ut the cultural war 
continued and its chief exponent in Bengal, and 
])ossibIy in the wdiole of India was the first 
graduate of the Universities of Calcutta — 
Bankim Chandra ( Tatter jee. His message was — 
Ilandc Mata ram : Bow to the Mother and also 
come back to her. This was largely the messagfe 
of Vivekananda too, and this was the beacon that 
guided Shri Aurobindo, at least in the Swadeshi 
days. It is also interesting that when Iswar 


Rabindranath 

A (ENTENAKV ESTIMATE 

DR. SUBODII CHANDRA SENCUPTA 


Chandra Vidyasagar, an austere Pandit, of the 
oi'thodox type, strove for the dissemination of 
Western culture, foi’ (emale education and widow 
re-maiadage Bankim Chandra drew vivid pictures 
oi the evils of a widow’s love and sex hunger and 
held iorth the human ap])eal of Lord Krishna's 
activities. 

It was in the midst of tlie conflict of two 
cultui'es that Rabindranatli was born, and it is 
part of the enduring a])|)cal of his work in poetry 
and ])rose that — here the East and the West have 
found their aestlietic and philosophical synthesis. 
No ])oet has sung more fuliv' of the fullness of 
life, its infiiiite variety and its inexhaustible 
sweetness. The English (lifavjaJi contains only 
one hundred and three lyrics and yet Western 
readers found in it somet hing which they would 
find nowliere (dse. 7'he painter Rothenstein and 
the ])oet Yeats weiit into ecstasies, and A.C. 
Bradly. possibly the greatest critic of the Cen- 
t;ury , expressed h i msel (‘ briefly, ]>i* t. pointedly , 
Tt looks as tliough we had a major ])oet once 
again’. Hc're they saw a mystic who is keenlv- 
alive to the beauties of nature, a lover who looks 
U|)on the human as diviiu^ and the divine as 
human, a Cvs/// who seeks deliv erance not through 
renunciation but in the midst of the very fett.ers 
that bind him to the earth. 

This sense of the fidlness of life is seen in 
the conce])t of Archety])al Beauty jiresented by 
him in lh'V((shi It is so similar to and yet so 
ditferent from the Vision of Beauty i)resented ])y 
English romaiitic* ])oets. The Urv((ski of the 
poet/s imagination cannot, l)e viewed under any 
well-known categorw Not a mother, not a 
daughter, not a wife ; yet she is the Life of Life 
that enkindles whatever is beautiful on earth. 
She is not a formless essence or an abstract prin- 
ciple but’ sensuous and vital, she is (Geres and 
Venus in one. In the ancient legend which serves 
as the frame-work of this great poem, she is a 
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celestial dancer and a celestial sweet heart. But 
ill Jiabindraiiath’s potun she is tlie cosmic* Spirit of 
Beauty and the earth awakens to litc^ and loveli- 
ness to keej) rhythin with hei* divine dance. 
Tliere is not only intinite majesty but also intinite 
])ilv', for the Earth weejis with tiie lieauty she 
awakens ; she herself has pone away, never again 
to emerge from the sea, tiosh ajid yet rulkJ'ormed. 
No ])oet has wnatten more rapturously of the 
beauties of the various seasons — from tlie stark 
and l)are majesty ot Indian Summer to the varit'd 
ricliiiess of S])ring who lea\*es the ini|)i‘int of Ids 
songs on the very dust of the earth. Yet these 
beauties are not isolated rragments, not ex en mere 
beauties but the rhytlimic moxements of the 
Divine Dancer, Aadere/e, wdio is tin' god of crea- 
tion as well as ot destruction. A mystic wdth Ids 
eye turned u])wards, lie has sung of bliss wdiich 
is transcendental. But man’s body is a dix ine 
drink xvhich God relish(\s more tlian nectar, and 
tlie hero ot' the ].)oeni .Farcii'ill to llcavct/ pines 
for the earth, because lleax en is dex'oid ot earth’s 
1‘ichness, its eternal passion and eternal pain, an 
empty ])lac(a possililx' suitable only for Shaxian 
Ancients. The reference to shoxv may be illumi- 
nating. Rabindranath is not a mere poet of 
ideas, but a poet who sings of the x'ariety and 
fullness ot life wliich has more tilings than ex'er 
]>hilosophy dreLiint of. In his poetry ideas and 
(unotions and sensuous ])erceptions are fused into 
a concrete unity, llis hand is in the heaxaxns but 
his feet are llrmly planted on the earth. 

Thei'c' w’ere two literarx' traditions liy which 
he was dee])lx’ influenced and wdiich he trans- 
formed in his oxvn chamcteristic maman*. lie 
himselt acknowledged Ids cUdit to Bengali re/.s*//- 
uavii poetry and his rdliliations to English roman- 
tic poetry have often been stressed. Vai^h)iava 
poetry is remarkalile for its richness, intensity 
and poignancy, but it looks upon the divine as 
immanent wdiereas for Raliindranath God is at 
the same immanent and transcendent, at once far 
off and near. This gixes a largeness and depth 
to his jioetry beyond the range of Vau^hiiava 
lx ricism. On the other hand, although a dreamer 
of dreams, he has a perception ot the concrete 
realities of the earth of wdiich xx'e have only rare 
glimpses in English romantic literature. That is 
why he is both a novelist and a ))oet, and his 
short stories which are redolent of the earth are 


as characteristic of his genius as his ineffable 
lyrics. The epithet “Sensuous mystic' ; often 
wu'ongly applied to Keats, corj’ectly describes 
Tagore, lie is of the earth, earthy ; but he 
always looks lieyond earthly beautfes to UrvasJii 
and Natarajii, to God who beyond the netwg)rk 
of joy and sojumw' woven by him. 

Our admiration and love for the great poet 
and thinker should not, hoxvever make us blind 
to his limitations. He had to pay the price for 
the largeness of his Vdsion and the spontaneous^ 
ness of his inspiration. He looks uixm life as a 
blending of \arious colours rather than as a re- 
conciliation of opposites. That is wdiy his poetry 
lacks tension and gives an impefect picture of 
evil. Or, in other xvords, his genius is lyrical 
I'ather than dramatic. The nearest he comes to 
a portraiture of evil is in Sa.Hdij) in At Home and 
ike World, but the evil in Sandip is more theatri- 
cal |)osturing than elemental malignity such as we 
hax'c in lago or Goneril. It may also be due to his 
imperfect realization (d’ the dift'erence between 
th(x nornnd and the abnormal that his humour 
nex’er reached the height of Cervantes and 
Shakespear(‘ and his wit has not the sparkle of 
Shaw’s. 

But no author had a more comprehensive 
genius than Tagore and no wan' ter touched life at 
so manx* ])oints as he did. He w-as at the van of 
the Su'd desk! agitation, but for him nationalism 
meant self-realization and the opening of the mind 
to exver hoj*izons. So when Strader hi was 
tagged on to boycott, he parted company. That 
is again the reason that he could never accept 
the cult of non-co-o])eration and the Charka, be- 
cause it meant j'ejection, negation, a process of 
cramping the soul. He admired Western science 
and had a good wajrd for the achievements of the 
Russian Revolution, but no body more ixhntedly 
exposed the dangerous potentialities of scientific 
culture wdien it is a moral, and he showmd also 
how^ the steam-roller of materialism call it dialec- 
tical or mechanical, is crushing the spirit. This 
cosmopolitanism or universality is reflected in his 
educational experiments, too. It is not merely 
that men of all races wa)uld gather at one seat of 
learning, wdiich will become a nest for singing 
birds of all places, but the mind should develop 
like a multipoliate rose, through books certainly, 
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but also through dance and drama, through music 
and ])ainting‘, above all, through contact with 
Nature. 

No |)oet had a more larger vision of humanity 
or a richer rdalization of the souFs longing for 
the Infinite and the Eteimai. The TajniaJud is a 
wonderful work of art, but more wondeiTul is the 
artjst , the fan ])eroi‘- Poet who has left his work on 
the earth and w^aiideriiig in regions where art has 
no access : Great as your glory is, you are 
gre^ater than .a our glorw 0 Emperor-Poet ; one 
compares some of the most beautiful lyrics in 
(Pi'menibrance ; Eulogise on his dead 
wif(‘) Avith Provvning-s prosplcc^ a great poem 
commemorating l^ilizabetti Parrett Pirowming, one 
st‘es the ditference. ftabindranath has no seiuic 
of a tight or a struggle, but he hopes that some- 
wfiere on em]\vrean heights his sweet heart must 
be storing and also scattering. That swoetness 
which was h(‘r wdien she was alive on the earth. 
Th(‘ lost songs of the eartli — should the poet 
search tor them in the gloden clouds of the sun- 
set ? ]f wa' look for his most characteristic crea- 
tion iji his novels, it is not certainly Savdip or 
Avnt or c\'en (lord, but Sal isli in Four Chapters 
(or, Salish in (dudaranrpi), who made experi- 
ments Avith a atheistic Positivism or Penthomite 
Utilitarianism and also Avith Va/shiiavifc religion 
of Lila and found both atheism and theistic Lila 
equally unsatisfying and Avent out on a mysterious 
quest of the Infinite. 

Put SaiisJi laqjresents the jouimey of the soul 
in its i)en ultimate stage. Pie does not see — 
although Dad/iai ])ointedly reminds him — that the 
intinite is to be found in the hinite, that rasa or 
Ida is empt\' of content if it abjures human con- 
tact. That is why he fails to understand both 
N((vd)ala and Dam ini ; he do('s not realize that 
the mystiM’y of human lif(‘ is its essential huma- 
jiity — noi' a cult or a philosophy or even a quest. 
That is the nnvvsage of Eal)indranath’s poetry and 
his short stories, the true characteristic products 
ot* his gavnius Avhich expi'essed itself in so many — 
in life and in art. The realization of the Infinite 
Comes to the ])oor, frustrated schoolmaster one 
night Avhen, in the face of a terrible flood, he 
stands side by side with Sn)‘(d)ala, AAdio might haA^e 
been his w ife, if he only Avished it once u])on a 
time, but noAv belongs to somebody and is, like 
Lamb’s Alice W-n, lost to him for CA^er. 


The Moslem Princes, who fell in love with 
Kcsharal has not even a moment’s glimpse of such 
bliss, but. that does not take away from the inten- 
sity of her emotion and the loftiness of her long- 
ing. In some of the greatest of Tagore’s stories 
there is a wonderful combination of commonness 
and uncommonness. The Kahidi wallah arouses 
a i'eeling of alienness not unmixed with disgust, 
but it is revealed that he is capable of the loftiest 
human sentiment. The AAuiy in wLich Rabindra- 
nath tells the story not only transforms a dirty 
and half ferocious Kahidrwallah but also trans- 
figures the common emotion of parental love. 
Nothing can be more drab than the life of a 
village Pk)st.master, particularly in the A\^ater- 
logged areas of Plast. Bengal. Pint Rabindranath 
has j-cvealed in this unpoetical eiudronmerit the 
l)ossibilities of the richest human relationship, not 
love Avhich is narrow^ because it is too personal, 
but sympathy, the yearning ot‘ one human sould 
for nearness to another. At the other extreme, 
w'e have such stories as Hirnpry Slones, where the 
surroundings are rnagnificentiy uncommon. But 
there the commonest human emotion has penetra- 
ted to the Aery marble of which a royal palace 
Avas made, dlie inliabitants have gone into 
obli\n‘on, even their memory has become dim. 
but brick and marble palpitates with unseen life. 
Such a story reveals the ])ersistence of common 
liurnan beings in uncommon environments just as 
the hahah andlah and tht' PosI nutster unfold the 
uncommonness of what seems to be common 
place. 

Rabindranath’s concept of art and poetry is 
as distinctive as the Avork he produced. Man in 
his daifv life is engaged in his economic and poli- 
tical and social activities. Pie struggles to pre- 
serve himself, to com])ete Avith others and to gel 
on. But these actiAuties do not exhaust his ener- 
gies and they only touch the surface of his self 
lie has surplus energies Avhich emanate from th. 
deepest layer of his being and it is there that he 
is a creator and an artist. It is there that like 
the Plivine Creator he is full of Lila. And it is 
this LiJa that bridges the gulf separating one indi- 
vidual from another and makes us realize the 
essential oneness of humanity. That is the 
Religion of Man. Sahitya, the synonym for lite- 
rature, originally meant the togetherness of words 
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and meanings. Rut Rabindranath say.s that 
really it means the togetherness or unity of man 
and man, across the gulfs of time and space. And 
if, in a strife-torn world, we can realize the essen- 


tial oneness of man, the richne.ss and \ ariety of 
life, the pi’imacy of spirit over matter, we shall 
pay the right tribute to the greatest poet of this 
Rentury — and of many centuries i)efore and after. 


A PRAYER 


'J'his is )iiy f'rnyi r 

My phiycr to Thcc ; 


Ihat ere / yo 1 nmv ledni 

117/ v llie yi een luii lli 
IJftiny Jier eyes to the sk\\ 
enlleii me to Jiei ; 

II7/y the sileiiee ol the Xiyht 
'lot (I me of the sfdi s 
TI7/t' the liny's olory 

hhiiseit 'iOiivi's IN my Soul 


When h.nr/h's ieeol ill ions 
hoi me ni e eioii si. 

In the iinishiny of my soiiy 
Let me /■./'< \e n niomeii /, 

'J'hiil I may teel mv h<ish,'t 
With the Ihnoers and Hn/ts af 
the Si . v-'seasi>ns ; 


This is my prayer to Thee. 

ihat in the liyht of (his life 

I ni/iy see J hee in yoiniy 

lhat I may yarhniil i'hee t n yai no 

117 /// the ( .ill 1,1 lilt Ji mil my O'len throat — 

When Laidi's re-oolnhons foi me are ended. 


This IS my p raver to / //<-(' 




Tagore : His Philosophy of Life 

DR. SAIUJJ KUMAR DAS 



is jicrhaps loo JaU* jji the day to learn that 
Rliilosojihy is hut Ij’fe hroiiyht to the tocus of self- 
eonsrJoiisji(‘ss. ihdtor stiJ] to learn in the com- 
pany ol Soj'ein KierJeyard, the Danish ])hilo~ 
■"'M>lier of t}i(‘ J^A'istenlialisI School : “we live 
Inrwaj-ds hut understand backwards”. Need- 
less to sa\' thal tlu^ deri\ative nieaninj.^ ot the 
b-rm “j-ellection” points in the direction. As a 
case jii point i-(‘r(‘r(n)c{‘ may be made to the 

tael of contemporary history that we have 
lived— fattier W(‘ have beini rus}u*d thi'oiiyh th(‘ 
tirst liall ol the twnnitietli century wliich has 
to its cii‘dit, or disenv'dit, tws) v\()]dd wars witti- 
in ti)(‘ shoj-t s])an of twcnity-tive years only. 
Isimnydny as we (io, from t)ie second world- 

\var and piH'parinp; in all i)roba)>ility tor tlie third 

step into th(‘ new world — order inaugu- 
rated by the Atomic Rornlj and the inevitable 

shittinys of 1 I’adio-act iva* dust that follow in its 
Dain. With oui' vision bluriaal, we lose lieart 
and y;ro])(‘ from bluiidm- to Idunder, Rut let 
us not foryet that it is w(‘ who tirst j-aise the 

(Inst and then complain that wa.‘ cannot see. 
\\ e sliould, howev an*, )jrata_‘ ourselves up wnth Die 
assurance that all tlu^ yreattsst e])ics of the world, 

I loin the II(‘roic to this Atomic aya' oJ our.s, ha\e 
followaal in tiu' wake of titanic wars, and the cul- 
tural lile ot man, in its varied aspects, lias alwavs 
bfMMi re i'll t hroiu'd theia'al 1 ('i‘ in its epic yi'andeur. 

It is in tlu' litiu'ss of Ihinys tliat we should 
had, in this ta)nt('xl ol th(‘ vvandd situation and its 
tinit' ])('rsi)i'ct i\ e. Kabiiidraiiat h Rayore’s Philo- 
sophy ol Dili' which has evi'r been from th’st 
b> last. tlu' typical |)roduct of a sustaiiu'd 
('tlort, to si'e lifi' stadil.v and s('(' it \vhole. If 
] )h i losopluM's ai'i', as Plato ))i‘li('\’ed “the s])ecta- 
t(»rs ol all time and all existi'iice”, commissifuied 
to se(‘ in the time “the moiaiiiiy iriiaye of eter- 

I. OoldL'ii fliHik of’ 'JkirS' >0, p. Uli, 

a, l lio Kolicion of an Ai t int ( Unprint from “Contem" 
l)i>iary Indian Philosophy 


nity”, Tayore is, assuredlv', the classical model 
of such jihilosopher-scers. Attuned funado is 
the testimony of the poet-seer Sri Aurobindo 
Uhosh who characterised Tayore’s work as one 
that has served “to ci'eate a new^ and deeper 
manner of seeiny life, to build bridyes of v issioned 
liyht and rhythm fietwA'en the intiniti' and etan*- 
nal and the mind and soul and life of man”. 
Such a sense of life must, and does in fact 
“iweal itself to the yreateminy mind of huma- 
nity now tfiat mind is growing in world-know- 
kalye and towards self-knowkajye.”'. 

This ajiprisement of Tagore's iihilosophy 
of life apiiears to have been contirrmaf )jy a \ei!ed 
reterence to tfiat “heaven of freedom” (in the 
.sacramental fvric No. 35 of (riia/tjdli : 

A\diere words come out from the deiith of 

truth, 

Whei’e tireless sti’iving stretches its arms 

towards i>er f (,'ct i on 

fVhere the ckxir stream of reasem has not lost 
its waiv into the dreary desert sand of 
dead habit. 

Admittedly, his words that com(‘ out of th(' 
de])th of truth’ aix' soaked in emotions and satu- 
i*at(‘d with teelinys of worth and, as such, they 
score a universality of appeal. So did Uarlyle to(j 
testify, “all deep things are songs”? 

In sti'ict loyalty to the Rediyion of an Artist' 
that he is ])ar exccdlencay Tayore confides the 
secixd of his art in his inimitable laiiguaye ; 
“I am not, ] hope, l)oasting when I confess to 
my gift of i)oesv', an instrument of expression 
delicately resjionsive to the liixxith that comes 
from de])th of feeliiiy”-. For, Art is nothing 
))Ut ■“the response of man’s creative soul to 
the call (d the Real. Accordingly, he says 
“Mv religion is essentially a poet’s religion. 

o. Tlie Religion of Man, p. 139. 
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Its touch comes to me IhrouKh the same uii- 
s(‘eri and ti*ackless channels as does ttie ins-^ 
pi rat ion of my music. My religious life lias 
followed the sanu‘ mysterious line of yrowth 
as has my [loetic life. Somehow they are 
wedded to each other, and thouyh theii* hetro 
thal haal a lony period of ceremony, it was 
kept a secret, from me”k This is undoulitedly 
a full and frank statenumt about the oiayiii 
and growth of his iioetic life, hut the (luestion 
that still stores him in Ihe fact' is as to llu' 
\alue and validity of his poetic yift. To this 
liertinent question the ])ointed answei* lias been 
y'i^am in a cryptic bin none tlie less catepana- 
(al statement by the tiotT himself “( lonsciouslx- 
or unconseiously I may have done many tliinys 
that were untrue, but 1 have ne\'er uttt'red an\'- 
tliiny false in my poetry — that is the sanctuary 
where th(' depth ti'uths of my lilV emeryt'”. 
(I.ellers from Modern Ibo iew, July, 

T)J7). 

All thes(' conxei-sine; lines of t'xposition and 
ci’iticisiri meed at a focal point, and that is the 
ministration of his music of thought in ‘Sony' or 
‘Sinykny:’. To that end runs thc' i‘e\'('army t(‘sti- 
iriony (^f his sonp; : 

“J know thou takest ]>leasure in my 

sinyiny. 

1 know that onl\' as a sinyer I conu'- 

® before thy 

1 touch b\' the (‘dya^ of the fai- 

sjireadiny winy 

Of m\' Sony thy feet which t could ne\er 

as|)ire to I’eacli. 

The sci’iptuiad authority to la* (jiiotaal in 
justitication of the ministration oi sony is tiu* 
oft-(piot(Hl Upanishadic text : 

“From iJrahman words, alony with tlie mind 
come back liatilled Imt, h(' who is acapiainti d with 
the joy of Brahman has nothiny to be* alraiii oi - 

From an un(*x];)ected (piarter comes tlie much 
pi'ized jihilosophic justitication in sobej* prose: 

“A Sony is wdien vauir inside is too biy foi* 
your outside and it makes a bubble” 

Nothiny could lie more yrajihic and accurate 
in its representation of the mannerism oINfayore’s 

-1. The Keliyioii of an Artist, p. 10. 
h. Erdmann, /T/.vfer?/ o f Philof^ophjf, \ ok E 


poetic art which is ipsoTacIo the pathwva.t' of his 
“Sadhana” or rt‘alisation of the lafe Divine. As 
Whitehead in his own inimitabU* manner puts it, 
“Ex])i\'ssion is tlu* one fundamental sacranu*nt. 
it is the outward and visible siyn of an inward 
and spiritual yraci*”'’. koa'ii so is Tayore’s 
Sony the exiiia'ssion, yatlu'iaal up into inteiaia- 
lity of that impression, that spiritual yrace, 
which besj)t*aks the puwssure of tlu* Intinite and 
Eteimal upon tlu* tinitt* and temporal. IDpupiied 
vitli tlu* i*esourc(‘s of a I'apitalised credit of 
this kind, Tayoia*, tlu* sinyc'i" miyht reasonably 
claim with Browniny's Al)t N'oyler this : 

“ . . . . ( lod has a few of us 

whom he \\diis})(*rs in tin* ear, 

The rest ma>’ reason and welcome”. 

'tis we musicians know”. 

Here, if aiiN wheia*, is to bt* souyld tor tin* 
(‘xq )lanat ion of the int (*llectnal (‘tlici(*ncy and (‘xcel- 
lence of the contribution of Tayoia* as a think(*r 
and teacher, dk) bt* yi*eat is to b(* nnsund(*i‘- 
stood and Tayoia* has not (*scap(*d tlu* ti'adi- 
t ional i)enalty o|‘ yrc'al ness. Fad it is a stranye 
dispensation of Ih’oxidi'ncr that yrc'at nn*n are 
inoiv hononia'd b.\’ di\'(*ryenc(* than \)y obedi- 
(mc(‘. It is a happy auyury that t}u*r(* has 
be(*n of late a tiii’se in tlu* ti(k* of aye-lony 
inisuiuh'rstaiuliny and ndsint c‘rpr(*t at ion, sonu*- 
tirnes wiltnl, moi*e nltini toolisli and tit tub 
Anvu'a\’ to tlu* (*]ids ol a corivet assessm(*nt ol his 
yreatiK'Ss as a thinker, it not a t(*achei’ as W(*ll, 
what is of fuiulameidal importance is ihe pro])ei* 
appreciation of tlu* spiritual backyround and 
mental (‘limate ot' his paia'idal honu* and his 
his ancient honu'land. Tliis nu'ntal climati* 
was fui’tlu'r pr<*cipitat(‘d tlu* (anu’ents o!‘ thr(*(* 
i'e\ olid ionary mo\ enu*nt s : tlu* la'iiyions intro- 
ducr*d bv' Baja Bamiiiohan Bo\’, tlu* second, 
lib rai-y in charact<*r, iiiauyurat(*d by Shri Bankini- 
cliandra (Jiattei'ji and tlu* third, started coiu 
t em poream*ously and called, National*. By 
\iiTiu* of tlu* inherit (‘(1 es'nius tor what Dr. 
Sar\'a|)alli Badhak rishnan has ha})pily called “the 
( 'oust met i\ e conseiwatism ot Indian tliouyld , 
Tayore turned to best accounts the influeiua* of 
t he three- J'old j’(*volut ionary movements without. 

(i. A. N. R<fif/i<ni in iltc MoI:n>(/, P>:i 111. 

7. The Keliyion of an Artist, p]). 1-2. 
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cuttin^^ himself a drift from traditional moor- 
ing’s of thought and culture, — of Upanishadic 
thought in particular. It is known far and wide 
Irorn the testimony of the j)oet himself that the 
earliest inspiration of his s))iritual life — in all 
its esi)ects ethical, aesthetic and religious or 
devotional- — was derixed from the texts of the 
llpanishads in the context and with the commen- 
tary, of individual lixes, of which the saintly life 
oi his lather, the Maha}’shi, was the prototype, 
d he seminal innuence thus implanted in the seed- 
])lot of a poetic genius did fully fructify in the 
xvay in which it was destined to do, serving both 
as the law and im])i!lsc of its prolific creations. 

From a slightly different angle but in essen- 
tial agreement herewith, Ernest Rhys, to whom 
the {)oet had dedicated liis SrtdhaNa recorded'^ his 
enlig}it,ened testimony that “in Tagore you feel 
the humanity that was in the son of Man, com- 
forting; the children of light in their awe of the 
Eternal. In him the si>irit,s of the Upanishads 
I'cach the sanu' threshold. It was natural that 
out ol a living l.)elief in the beauty of the earth in 
Sun and staj’s and in the waters below there should 
grow a living faith such as Rabindranath Tagore 
lias ex])ounded in tlu' SddJuoHf . Idie test of its 
truth for him is that, living by it, and dowered 
l)y Nature' to enjoy life to the full, he has found 
th(' medicine to heal the troubles of his own 

day". Herein the felicitous expression of “the 
test of truth” in “living by it” makes its ready 
appeal to the Eastern mind ; but, strictly 

sjieakiiig, in the Re])ublic of Letters, there is 

no |)()int in the distinction between the Eastern 
and the Western ; foi’, dhaith has, after all, no 
geogra])hy ol its own. As a case in point refer- 
ence' may be mad(' to another kindred soul of 
the West, the late Di*. L. P. Facks (of the 

Hilibert Journal & Pi'incipal, New Manchester 
Follege, Oxford) who had to his credit a price- 
less gift ol ])hiloso]:)hic discernment in the 
dictum that the end of all wisdom envisaged 
by ])hiloso|)hy is not to know, nor to think nor 
vYvu to mean Realitx^ but to live' our way into 
Reality.” 


When all is said and done, the fact remains 
that it is unflinching loyalty to the working of 
the power of Idea — once phrased by Edward 
Caird and quoted approvingly, by Tagore — which 
has invested Tagore/s pronouncements with an 
authority and dignity all their own. It has made 
his knowledge exalted into vision, his thought 
matured to inspiration. On such heights alone 
do Poetry and Philosophy come together to 
celebrate hhe wedding of the intellect to this 
goodly universe in love and holy passion', with 
the highest of Imagination, officiating as 
‘Reason in its most exalted mood' in tune with 
the liturgy of poetry as the breath and finer 
spirit of all knowledge'. 

Along this line of approach we are persuaded 
to believe with Yeats (the sponsor of the 
Giiunjali to the Western world), the Irish poet 
of Nobel Laureateship fame, that “whatever of 
philosophy has been made permanent is alone 
poefry’'. As a matter of fact, a philosophic 
doctrine, worth, the name, must be the out- 
come of a vision or a synotic view of the 
world as a whole. It is that vision, therefore, 
that counts (as William James, the American 
pragmatist philosopher once remarked ) with 
every philosopher, be he a monist or a pluralist 
an idealist or a realist. 

However paradoxical it may sound in the 
force of Plato’s banishment of the poets from his 
ideal Republic, it is none the less true that Plato 
was primarily and tem})eramentally a “poet” (in 
the wider sense of the term of course) and a philo- 
soi)her by profession and practice. When, there- 
fore, he was ordaining the exile of the poets from 
the ideal republic, he did not realise— -such was 
the irony of the situation — that he was signing 
the warrant of his own extradition from the Ideal 
State. Truly, it is Plato the poet that conceived 
or had the Ausion of a world of Ideas or archa- 
types : it is Plato, the philosopher, that sought 
to justify the vision with reference to the things 
of sensible experience. That is exactly the 
reason why the Platonic vision of a world of Ideas 
has come to be reckoned as a classical inheritance 


8. (loldtui Book of Tagore, p. 212. 
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for the whole of mankind, while his teachings 
about fixed stars or futm-e retribution have be- 
come matters of antiquarian research. Suffice it 
,to round off the discussion with Dr. Radhakrish- 
Ban’s concluding reflectiou in relation to the '‘Rhi- 
losophy of Rabindranaidi Tagore” that a poet is 
nothing if he is not, a philosopher. A true pjoet 
will ijo a philosopher and a true ))hilosopher a 
p(>et,”. All the same it, is true that “if Ral)indra- 
nath has touched Indian heai'ts it is because he is 
fii’st. and foremost a poet, and not, a ])hilosoi)lier”'*. 

In strict kee[)ing ^^’ith this line oi‘ tliought 
api>eared the obituary notT'e from the pen of the 
Editor of Modern Krvu'ir (who was yo-e /ra/pere 
th(‘ Editor of the (loiden Rook of Tagore) in words 
tlrat would bear (|Uotation in rxUnn-u'o : “In 
j)hiloso])hy he is not a^ systein-ljuildeia lie has 
beeai acclaimed as a V ednnt n-d , lie is ot the line 
of our ancient religio-pdiilosophicai ttnehers 
whose ix'Iigion and nhilosoi)hy arc' I used cornpO' 
jKoiis of one whole.. His i)osition as a philosophi- 
c:al thinker was reco.gnised i)y his selection to i)re- 
sid(^ and d(‘liv(‘r the ]5residenti:d address at the 
First Indian Philosophical Eongress in H)25 and 
also wdien he was asked to delixer the TTibl_>ert 
JiCetures wdiich ap[)eared subse<iuently as the 
^'/icJU/ion o/\rd/u//”. 

Having had a first-hand (‘X|)erience ot wdiat 
transpired luTiind the screen in the inattei' oi this 
tselectioir of the i)oet lor th(‘ Presidentship in 
<|uestion, I should like to reproduct^ a briet account 
here. For this pur])ose 1 had the ])rivilegc 

of conducting Prof. S. Radhakiashnan, (then) 
Gecirge V Professor ol Philoso])h\' in Calcutta 
Tiniversity and the Ghairman ca'-oiji ao ol tlux 
Working Gommittee for the inaugural session ol 
the Indian Philosophical Gongress, On the ])ro- 
curement ot his assent to this oiler of President- 
ship, Prof. Radhakrishnan utilised the occasion 
for a heart-to-heart talk on the course of Indian 
^Philosophical thought. P»eing in th(' venerable 
position of the listening third of that exalted com- 
pany T could follow up in detail the track of the 

a. Tile Philosophy of roilhiidiaiiath Tagoiv, (Tap. Ill 

soc. 8. 


dialogue which then proceeded on a high level. 

A brief transcript of tlu^ dialogue may prov(i 
S('rviceable in ajypraising the poet's outlook on 
“Philosophy of our People” : 

‘kS.R. — It it not rather strange Dr. "bagore, 
that the creatixa^ urge ot Indian 
thought suddemly lost its x ital llow' 
and siirxixed only in the shape of 
commentai-ies in the historx' of Indi- 
an thought and culture ? 

“R.T'.— It is really as you sax', Professor, a 
phoiomenon and calls for an (explana- 
tion. My oxvn leiding in tin' matter 
is that the philosoiihical gaMiius of our 
race, though ccxising at times to ex- 
lU’c^ss itself in (ut-aiid-dried s^y stems 
of thought, nexer lapsed from its 
vital function. 

“S.R.— What you nu'an to say is t hat the vital 
current of ])hiloso])hic thought was 
sxvitched off i])t(> nexv channels of 
sel f-ex press! on. 

— “Exactly. E^u’saking: the high-roads 
of exi)r(ession and adwmee, tin; cixxi- 
tive thought of India filtered doxvn 
to th(^ mass-mind, fertilising it 
and fnllilling its oxvn mission, in an 
umvxiiected manner. 1 wonder if you 
hax'C ev(U‘ g'one throng;!: the ]ihiloso- 
ifhical fragments aiid dexotional l\ rics 
of Kabiig Dada, Ra.jjal) as also of the 
] "(III In of nuMlimal lUmgal, colhx'ted 
and ])ublished from time to time by 
my friend. Pandit Kashitimohan Sen 
Sasiri. Th(‘se may not lie (luite in 
accord with the cannons of i)hiloso- 
phical orthodox, but they rexeal never- 
theless th(' histoi’ic continuity of 
the philosoidiico-i'eligious culture of 
India.” 

This ti-end of the dialogue came in for fur- 
ther explan.ation and confinmition in the historic 
addness by Dr. Tag:ore on the ‘‘Philosophy ot our 

10. Adapted from the pi'esent Avritev’s arlich* 
“Rahiiidraiiath and the lUiiloso|)hy of our People” 
in Modern Uevievv, January, liMC. 
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People’' of which the re]e\'an1 protioii runs to this 
eftect : 

“Platf) as a philosopher decreed the banish- 
irieiit ot i)oels trom his Ideal R‘e])u)jlic. Put in 
India ])hilosophy ever sought alliance with poetry. 
})ecause its mission was to occupy the i)eo|)less life 
and not meiavly (he l(‘arned seclusioji of scholar- 
shij), a]]d, oii ijitimate contact, witli peoi.de at 
lary:e we do rcidise how ])}iilosoj)hy has pcamieated 
the lile ot the i)eople in India. . . .how it has sunk 
deej) into th(‘ su])-cojiscious mind of the country’s 
The lijie of argument <mi])loyed here i‘ecalls its 
jjarallel, drawn upon )jy Max Midlei’ in his 
characterisation ot VidanUi as ‘‘the native philo- 
sophv^ {)t‘ India”, t)ack(‘d by the statement “that 
with tiu' Hindus, the fundamental id(*as of the 
Vi'danid have pervad(‘d the whole of th(‘i]‘ liteivi- 
tiu'e, ha^'e leavened (he wliole of [hear laipyuaye 
and toiari to the jnvsent day the common |)iT)i)erty 
of the ])eoi)](‘ at ]aru:e.”‘h As a matter of fact 
the lit eratuj'f.' of a ])(‘o])]e is jiist the medium for 
the denioci'atization of I lie aristoci“a lic' acheive- 
ments of its re]>resentative men. And in the 
s(‘iec't.ioji ot the A\ord ‘p(S)])le’ in this context, 
Tayon' may ha\’e Ijeeii disiwn t)y nn elec- 
tive allinitx' tow'ards Prowniniys exalted usage of 
t h(' teivm — 

“A people is but the attem|>t of many 
To rise to lht‘ com])]etej‘ life* of one” 

( “L/o'/e” ) . 

M'hatewr tin* construction we now put u|)()n 
it, there is no denying; tin* fact that tin* ])ledg:e of 
the title stood tiilly redeemed — with a fulness of 
nH*aning: and ^^(*alth of soulful utterances and 
song's that could have emanated only from a ])oet- 
se('r of Tagore's ('rninence*. Although the address 
is superb in conce'ption and supei'b in diction, it 
is to ai)t to fall llat on academic ])hiloso])lr\‘ 
mongei's who always go snitiing foi* syst(‘ms’, 
home* grown or imported in a performance of this 
kind. If, as WlTtehead has ])ut it, all systems 
niust b(* regai'dt'd as tivinsitory, true intritions 
serving as a treasui’e for evei* Tagore’s address 


on the ‘Philosophy of our people’ has unquestioi 
at)ly aegeuved the high-water mark in the artistr 
of truth. 

The address naturally gravitates towards th 
“idea of mvhdi, based ui'ion inetap)hysic.s” whic 
“has allected our life in India, touched the spring 
ot our emotions, and su])plications for soar heaven 
ward on the wings of pioesy”. It behaves us t 
know^ “that there is no external means of takiig 
Ireedoni by the tliroat. It is the inward proces, 
ot losing oursehx's that leads us to it. Pondag( 
in all its torms has its sti'onged in the inner set 
and not in the outside world ; it is in the dimminj 
ol our consciousness, in the narrowing of oui 
]>ers))ective, in the wumng v.aluation of things” 
As in the material world, even so in the social oi 
])olit!cal field, the back of freedom is based upon 
the sjiirit of alienation oii the imperfect realisa- 
tion ot <(d iudldt)} . Theix* our bondag^e is in the 
“tortu]‘ed liiik of unioji”. Nevertheless, we should 
kmow that, though it may sound paradoxical, it is 
tiaie that in the human wamld only a perfect 
arrangement of interdei)endence gives rise to 
Ireedom and in this wise “tlie history of the 
gi'owth of freedom is Hie history of the per- 
fection of human relat ionshi]).” The poet-philo- 
soiiher proceeds, then, to close finally “with a 
lUnd song, over a century old, yi which the 
poet sijigs of the eternal boiid of union between 
the infinite and the finite soul, from which there 
can be no irnihdi, because it is an inter-relation 
which makes truth complete, l)ecause love is ulti- 
mate, because absolute in(k*pendence is the blank- 
n(*ss of utter sterility. The song runs thus : 

“It goes on blossoming for ages, the soul- 
lotus, in Avhich I am bound, as well as thou, wdth- 
oid escape. There is no end to the o])ening of its 
pjctals, and the honey in it has so much swmetness 
that thou, like an enchanted bee, can never desert 
it, and thei‘efo]*e thou art bound, and I am, and 
mtiktl is now'hertf 

In the context of his idea of Mulcti or Spiri- 
tual freedom is best understood his idea of 


11. Tlir Six Systems nf Indian Pliilosoi)hy, p. 151. IZ. Rcpi'rtdnced, with elisions, fj-om the original publica- 

tion of the address in Calcutfa Rrvieiv (Special 
Number) m2(;, pp. 18, 21, 22, 20, 27. Also repro- 
duced in part trom the chapter on “Spiritual Free- 
dom” in the “Religion of Man”. 
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( r('at] 0 ]i (which, in ultimate analysis means "the 
■v’erld of Personality”) alon^- with his idea ot 
i i iimanism, in studied avoidance of the errors and 
.i!)errations of ‘‘Nationalism.” “What I mean bv 
iKS’sonality says Tag'oi'e "is a s(dt-conscious 
Mrinciple of transcendental unity within man 
vdiich comprehends all the details of facts that, 
an individual his in knowledge and (“eeling wish 
and will and work. In its negative asrx'ct it is 
limited to the individual s('parat(mess, while in its 
jiositive aspect it ever extends itself in the intinite 
ilirough the increase of its knowledge love and 
activities”'--. Thus is it that "we can make 
irnth ours by actixely modulating its inter-rela- 
tions. This is th(^ wajrk ot art ; tor reality is not: 
))ased in the substance of things but in the princi- 
pat of relationship”". Nevertheless, the n-la- 
lional world of ours is not arbitrary. It is indi- 
x'ldiial, yet it is universal. My world is niin(‘, its 
element is my mind, yet it is not wholly unlike 
your world. There it is not in m\' own indi\ ideal 
personality that this reality is contained, l)nt in 
an intinite personality'*”. What is iietHhal hen^ 
is the redem]jti\-e grace ol' th(‘ poet’s x ision to stm 
I'ight across — 

“Man, proud man, drest in a little brief 

autliorit y 

Most ign(;rant of what he’s most assui'ed, 

Ilis glassy essence” — 

”llie Su|)reme Person” the idea ol' the humanity 
of our (Jod or the divinity of Man 1 h(' kiternak”"' 
whom to know has been the one cr\- of tin- perso- 
luil man. 

As a matter of fact this is the very themc 
bis conc'ep>t of Jcc ra re-appeai*ing, in 
all, the glory and consecration of the poet-seer’s 
life-long devotion, in the liclifjioii of Ma)i. In 
his llrokcn Ties, he dwells ipjon the theme with 
his characteristic sweet reasonableness thus “If 
^ keep going in the same direction along wdiich 
IJe comes to me, then T shall be going further and 
lurther awaiy from Him. If I proceed in the 
l>posite direction, then only can wc meet, lie 
'^vos form, so He is continually descending to- 
wards form. W^e cannot live by form alone, so 

' *• The Religion of Man p. 111). 

Op. cit p. 134. 

Personality, p. 58. 


W’e must ascend tow^ai'ds Ilis formlessness. He 
is tree so his ])lay is w ithin bonds. We are bound, 
so we hnd our joy in frt^edom. Ail oiir sorrow^ is 
because we cannot understand this. IP' wdio 
sings, proceeds from his jo>' to the tuiu' ; he who 
hears, irom th(' tune to jo\’. One comes fi'om 
ti’eedom into bondage, tlu' othei’ goes from bond- 
age' into freedom ; only thus can they have their 
communion”. 

It is against this backgi*ou]]d that wc' have to 
undei'stand it at rdl, th(' \ irtue and extivix agance 
of the “Nation" with its emei-gs'iit evolute of 
“Nationalism”. As early as ]>eriod (IS 05 d)cS) 
Tagore raised his voice of waiaiing against the 
im])ending "ci'isis ol cix ilizat ion” w ith its taith 
l)inn('d to ‘the Nat ion’. “Tlu' Nat ion” is, to (piote 
his \'ery waards, "the oi'ganized self-interest of 
a i)eople wdieiv it is least human and least 
sjn’ritual. The si)irit of contlic't and conquest is 
at the origin and in the centre of Western 
nationalism ; its ).)asis is not in social co-o|)era- 
tion. !t has ('\a>lved a pc'iA'ci oi’ganization of 
]K)W ei’, l)ut not of spirit lud idealism”. As a ride, 
the M estiaais l)ow down lx-! ore this false (lod — 
that dominant inP'Ileclual abst I'act ion wdiich you 
call a ‘nation’ Thus is it that all systems ])ro- 
dnc(' ex'il wlnai th(' psychology which is at the 
jaaot of them goes wj'ong. Says Tagon' "there- 
fore ] do not |)iit my faith in any new in.-ditiition, 
l)nt in th(' indixiduals all o\a'r the wa)i’ld who think 
ch-arly, feel nobly and ac't rightly’ thus becoming 
th(‘ channels of moral truth.” About 11)35-26 on 
a lecturing o\'e]' a))road Tagcu'e i)roclaimed thus 
his faitli in no uiK-eidain terms. VVdth recurrent 
emphasis ht' lias pr( ached his (‘redo in iiiHiualitied 
terms ; "1 l)elie\e in liP- only when it is ])ro- 

g:i‘essiv(‘, and in progress, only’ wdu'n it is in har- 
mony with life. 1 i>reach the freedom of man 
from the seiwitude of the- fetish of hugeness, the 
non-human. T I’etuse to be styled an enemy of 
enlightenment, la-i-ause I do stand on the sid(^ of 
Jacdv the human, wlio dehes the big, the gross and 
wans victory at the end”, hollowing consistently 
the lead of his ow n logic of ins})iration he prea- 
ches in his "Interpi'etation of Indian llist,ory”, 

UP ()]). cit, |), re. 

i(P Nationalism, pp. 8‘Pl. 

17. Modern Review, Sept. 1917, pp. CSU. '‘Tiie Shalt 
Obey {KarUir ichaUiv Karma. 
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1 h(‘ rodfMiipl.ivt* ij;()Spel thus : “We shall realise 
that only Ihroujyh the (le\ tdopnienl oi' racial 
( ji\ idiialil y can we Indy attain to iini\(‘rsalit.vy 
and only in Ua^ liyht ot the spiidt of universality 
can w(‘ pei-tect indi vidua lity 

At tli(‘ furthest lasich ot ttiis liia* of Ihouyht 
was \a)iichasf(‘d th(' sv\'an soipj:, th(^ woJ'ds ot 
wdnch wall yo on law erlx/rat iny; down the conddor 
of tini(‘ that makc's lu’stoj'y. 

“The wakeful ayclcss (lod of India calls 
today on our soul — tins sold that is 7 n<:*asureless, 
tl](' soul tliat is uiKhdeated, the sold that is desti- 
ned to ininiortalit \' and y('t thc‘ soul which lies 
toda.x in the dust, liunihk'd h.v external authority. 
,n the j(‘tters of hlind ol)S(‘r\'aiic(s With t)lo\v 
111)011 blow, pany: upon ])any, do(‘S tie call upon it 
( 11/(1 iKiiH /'i(!(llii'\ Know th\'S(dt‘ — All the world 
o\au- th(‘ spirit of tiXHsloni is awake. lUd where 
is India ? ('an she alone laanain unshak(‘n b\' 
passion which is so unixau'sal in its i)ower over 
naai ? Kis(^ India, IJiu'ak up the spell ot old tra- 
dition cut olf tlar niesh(‘s of d(\spotisin and return 
to th(‘ aiicitud thoiieh (U’spis(‘d ideals ot spirit and 
libert . 


“The day is come 
Kid where is India ? 

Sti'iko thy blow at her self-sus[)icion and 

despair 

Sa\ e hei' from the dread ot her })ursuinj 
Shadowa () Lord, ever awake'’ 

It will f)o a])])ro])riate to close on the hiyh 
pitched ke\’ on which Dr. Jladhakrishnan had 
st laick t he chord ot “the Philosoi)hy ot Rabindra- 
nath Tayoi’e” more than tour d(‘cades ay’o : “In 
interpreting the Indian ideal ot philosophy, reli 
gion, and art, ot which his work is the outconc' 
and (‘X])ression. We do not know whether it is 
Ihibindi'anatlrs own heart or the heart ot India 
that is beating heie. In his work India finds the 
lost word she was seeking. Just al)out this 

time the poet wrole im s\mipathetic resi)onsc, 
as it were th(' line that still \'ibrates in a pathos 
— laden strain, evoking theixduy “Thoughts that 
do often lie too dee]) tor tears”. 

“1 slndl !)(' born in Tndra again and again ; 
with all her ])overty inisi'ry and wretchedness 1 
lo\a‘ India lies!”. 


is, Pr(‘f:»('c !<• Ihr ! ’ h ihnu> jth ij of h' ohiud id mit }i Tdiforc. P.). M o(Urii bd'hi'uai'V, iai7. 


/ II ti i'u! h( s the (U (Oil of li'iU't 

/ .iiiiiiii i!t\ I'n'ii!. 1 1 (I III ii II . 

) i'll \o:!i hi iho i onn Oilo i 00i\ 

hi! hi iilhi 111 III III vt'iii ////•, 

I II {hi- j\i!li i-f (hi iiil'iiiili 

1 1 'id iJii Hi Hu 7 >//i lu’ti lit I ,i' . 


(uiu rol licriioHi^yoii) hoHiorucss, yt>ur nurt y 
fid// hi -iOfallli t Hixlion slibl i in (hi clinial iotinnw 
Miiy the iiioi till I'OJiits pcrui/i, 

Mii\ the 7'iist I'nii'i iisi lithe him m its .// ms 
itiul iiiity he knOiO iii h i s Jiti i less lu tii I 

I he ( if iiit I hihiioion . 



( Ti : /)) . AmiVit Chit h I Li'i’tn (v ) 
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Pictorial i^rt of Tagore 

PROF, O. (\ (^ANCULY 



1)URIN(; the last 1‘('w years, the woiFs ot 
Itahindranath Tay:(>re in \'arious forms of litera- 
tur(\ — poems, drama, essays, son.ys, short stories, 
and other works in iietion hav(^ ('voko.'d enthusias- 
tie ai){)reeiation and admirati(ui amon^^: an e\er-^ 
yrowdno' cdrele of eidtured eoimoisscMirs ])arli- 
eularly amoiiR' the youne' general ions in Tieiyual, 
and arnone; that n:roiip of lexers of literatinax wlio 
ha\'(' ox er^^rown the forms, eonx enlions and ideals 
ot older typ('s of exprc'Ssioii, and, who xvith a 
modern outlook hax e been thirsting: tor a nexxan- 
torm of expression to ansxxei’ to the lusxds ot 
m.'xxmr forms of thought. Put exam to llu^ wildest 
admirers and blind x\a.)rshii)})(n's ot the iioeTs 
vvoi'ks in the held ot literatiuas tli(di- fax'oui’ite 
exeursion into tlu^ held ot Pietoi'ial Art, has 
]:]’o\ed xery embarrassing and has sexerely taxed 
their devotion to the Poet. Th(\x have betm un- 
able to undeixst aiid and ai)i)reeiat I lie Poet's point 
of view in his astounding* graphic x (uxsihcation, 
or t.o extend anx' xvarm applause to tlu^ boet's 
taiitastic creations in line and colour. And 1 
have been flooded xvith enquiriivs and ap})eals tor 
help) to an understanding of me l^oet's Pictures. 
They hav(' been exhiliited in France, (hnanany, 
England and Americrt [ind hax e extorted ap)precia- 
ts'on from European and American connoisseurs 
of art. The ik)e1 -Artist of, or (shall we say,) the 
Artist-Poet had been vei’y I’eluctant to place his 
creations in pictorial art befoix‘ the dex'otees of 
his creations in literature. Happiily, he was 
])ursua(led to exhibit his pictures at the Town- 
JIall in Calcutta in connection with tlu^ celclnm- 
tions of his 70th birth-day, many v’ears lielore 
his deatdi. And later on, his pictures tiad be(m 
exhibted in other p)arts of India. 

tteing too much addicded to the study of 
literature, we have* neglected to cultivate other 
forms of aesthetic ex])ression and had torgotten 


the alj.xhabets and the languag(\s the Plastic Art. 
On tin' otluu* hand, xve have developed a cultiva- 
ted ignoi’ancr ot the Jh'ilu'iples ol‘ Ai't, as distin- 
guisluMl from Eiterature — an ignoi’ance wdiich a 
i*emarkal)le op)jK)i‘tunit>’ for contact with the 
lixung Arl of Modern Itengal under the leadershi]) 
of th(' kde ])]'. Abanindranath Tagore, for ov('r a 
decade, has failcsl to (lisped. W(^ are now in a 
X’tu’y (‘ml>ar]’assinp’: jiix'dicl nnml , for, xvhile we 
hax(' neglecU'd with iinjiunity, the claims of tin' 
d agore School of 1 hunting, (which incidentally, 
has oxvn laui*e}s in Paris, lU'rlin, and N(‘vv York, 
and has spread its inllueiices oii all i)arts of 
India),— W(‘ can ill affoixl to t ix'at tlu' ])ictorial 
c)‘('ations of our g:reat national jioet, (a Woidd- 
Poet), xvilh an.x’ manner of inditferemcc', or 
iH'glect. We ari' rioxv compelled to make an 
uil('mpt to k'arn tlu' rudinnmts ot the Visual 
Aids, and the fundamental ])rinciples that 
goxern them. It is scarcidy, to l)e expected that 
we could ciex'c'lop our aesthetic “Third eye,“ 
imuH'diately, oi* could master the language* of the 
Visual Arts, at- oiu' stroke', so as to be in a ]:)osi- 
tion to critically ajipraise and aiiiin'ciate the 
(juality of the Ikxd/s Pictures, which a))})ear to 
our untrained eyes, so ‘absurd’, ‘so (jueer,’ so 
‘fantastic’ and so ‘grot esipu'.’ 

It re(iuires years of training bei’ore our 
lov( rs of liteixit ur(' can master the alphalx'ts, the 
vocabulary, and tlie grammar of a i)articidar 
kinguiag'e before on(' is (pialili(‘d to enti'r int.o the 
atrnosijhere of tliat language and to establish con- 
tacts wu'th its master-])iec('s, — be it (dhnesc' Pain- 
ting:, Greek Drama, or Sanskrit Poi't ry. The first 
step) tow'ards an understanding of a new language 
is to shed our old [ire-conceptions and [irejudices, 
and to p>lace ourselves in the attitude of a passive 
learner, an attitude of reverenevx and humanity. 
To apiiireciate a work of art unlamiliar to us, it 
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is ]HS‘(‘ssar\^ to M])])roac']i in a spirit of worship, 
7io1 in a pa'stin-e of niilitaiU: roi)udiation ;~not 
1o o,sA’ (pK'sl ions, but to r/rrr/>A its rnessat^’e and 
1o I ry to understand it ,— to iet the pictures talk to 
IIS, instead oi ta^viiip; to the |)ictures, ourselves. 

most obvious meajiinp’ that the Draw- 
ings ol’ till' Jkset (exeeptine: some landsca])e 
])ieces) eomeys us that t}i(‘y arc' not con- 
scious rejiroduc't ions ol' the' existijip^ forms of 
nature, Thc'v do iiot sed out to imitate, illustrate, 
Ol* leiiroduce any recopriizable i’orms, or tyjies. 
That they may liave chances resemblances to 
lorms ol llowei's, animals, or human bodies, is 
moi'C! a mat ten* ol accidc'iit than of dcxsiypi. In- 
faci tlic'y ha\e no dcdilic'rate aim or intention to 
|)roduce any deliiiitcy rc'cop'nizatile kind of forms. 
Thesy ai‘( th<s accidental b\'('-])roducts of care-frec' 
and carcdc'ss indule*ences -in a (piaint manner of 
pen-manshi]),— whicli allows thc' pc'ii to wander 
about on the pa])t‘r, a])parcmtl\’. without any aims 
—but really in response' to a sub-conscious urj^'e 
lor a pilyi'imayi' in search for iniyihmic Forms, — 
*hn an automatic suhmissioii to a I'hythmic 
impulse'." Thc' cliaractcr and cpiality of these 
cliance cailiyraplis haxo' lo bc' j’udyed not b\' thc'ir 
so-called rc'scmibla ncc' to any known forms, l)ut by 
th(s abstract rliythmic (pialitic's of their bends and 
(‘iir\('s, — the harmonious orchesstrat ion of their 
component line's, and the' uniejiienesss of the 
(U'sieais of the ir forms. Idu' line's and fo]*ms have, 
there'lore', to be j'udya'd in tlie'ir indi\ idual ejuality, 
lor tlasir o\^'n sake', for their inti'insie' merit, and 
lor their capacity to wea\ (' out a rhythmic desiyn. 
The' indix'idual merit of a ix'culiar line, or an idio- 
syncratie' cur\’e, — not aiis\\'e'rinr; to an>' familiar 
lorms, — lie's in its ca|)ac'ity to ew’ok'C' a ])hysie>loe:i- 
cal iile'asuix' to the' e'ye', as it e'aressinyly follows its 
rhythmic careei* through an intricate' ])attei*n of 
oi’yaiiie re'lations, without an\' ‘meaning' or ceaii- 
e'rt'le', descrij)ti\'e'. oi- ] iliilosophical siyniticance. 
SiK'li de'siyns doiiot stand foi*, s\unbolize, or inter- 
])iet an\' ieic'a, but stand by themse'lve's as abstract 
and imayinai'A' orclu'strations of line's, having' 
])lastie eiualities, akin to music. If we' Avished to 
indicate' tlie'ir epiality b\* ])arallels in musical or 
litei’ary ce)m])ositioiis, we might say, they have 
analog'ie's lirstl\*, in non-sense verses, improvised 
h\' our grannies anei olel nurses as '‘lullabies" to 
pul children to sleep, and. secondly, in the tclcna 
(tarana) songs in Indian music, composed in 


meaningless syllables stitched together in rhyth- 
m ic versifications. 

On the first analogy, these drawings have a 
child-like simplicity and a spontaniety of vision 
and imagination. This may appear contradictory 
to the highly intellectual and sophisticated 
culture of a talented poet. But they are really 
the iiroducts of a mood of un-sophisticated in- 
dulgence — in spells of "visane" hours, when the 
conscious inlellcctual powers go to sleep, and when 
tlie latest sub-conscious impulses of artistic crea- 
tion put tourth their army of fairies and imps, 
who, in course of their childish pranks, playfully 
w't'ave out original and aesthetic coldwebs of 
fantstic dreams. 

The chiet difficulty to a responsive approach 
to these drawings lies in the fact that they are 
not wholly and unconditionally non-representa- 
IBes, like th(' geometric arabesquefi of Islamic 
Ai*t. They arc somewTial tantalizing in their 
distant suggestions for and analogies with human 
and animal 1‘orms. (k'nerally, the designs are 
absti-act in thc'ir embryonic stage, but gra- 
dually, b\' the added gifts of superposed limbs, 
they sometime shadow forth the ghosts of some 
natui*al forms, — hovering between the actual and 
Ihe irnaginaiy, and in th(' final shai)e, tlje memory 
of a known form is submerged and buried in the 
imreality of a weird dream. The wayward 
tw'isling of the outline of a bird, blossoms out 
into a fantastic llower, and vice verm. Some 
chance combi nations of line start to sha{>e into 
the form of an orchid, or a shell, but, some how, 
they ‘change their minds’ and discarding all laws 
of Biology, evolve, ultimately into a shape res- 
embing a human form. From the depths of an 
inti-icate pattern of chance scribblings, the shaj>e 
of a flower slowly springs fourth, but somehow 
a\*oids that destiny and is born in the form of a 
(luaiiit un-earthly creature — not having any 
exact i)roi,otype in the human or the animal 
kingdom. In this manner these fanciful crea- 
tions hover betw^een the destiny of known and 
unknown forms — Sometimes culminating in the 
l)erfect pattern of a plausible shape, rich in orna- 
mental elements, but very often consigned to the 
purgatory of mis-shapen things, to which the 
plastic log'ic of the poet-artist had denied a better 
destiny. 
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To those who are trained to inidersland the 
rhythmical quality ot linear cornpositions, to 
those who are qualified to respond to the music 
of curves and the vibrating- pulsation of abstract 
j)atterns, the imaginary qualities of the Poel's 
drawings have a refreshing charm and cia^ative- 
ness in their power of devising new shapes and 
designs. For, it is now an accejited canon of all 
modern artistic creeds in Europe, as in Asia ; that 
the artist has an inherent right not only to deviate 
from the well-trodd(m paths of j'amiliar I'orms- 
curnmt in the World ot Nature— but, to comiihde 
with Nature and to devise new shapes and forms, 
to create a new world of imagination clothed 
in the atmosphere of aesthetic dreams, VdsAa- 
ICarmma as the descendant of Bramha has an in- 
herent right to create original torms to l)e judged 
and appraised by no other standard than that of 
Rhythm and Beauty; 

The. infinite variety of original creations of 
Asiatic Art in its diverse phases of Assyrian, 
Sassarian, Indian, Chinese, and Polynesian Art, 


— ^ha\e been iiegltHdc'd and i‘e[)udiated l)\- a gene- 
ration of i)eopk‘ oi’ untrained .iudgement, and 
si)oilt by a salxisli adherimce to a narrow doc trim' 
of realistic and ]‘e])rest'nlatioiial ideals in Plastic 
Art. 

Tli(' original crt'alions of Ihe i)oet in a new 
woi*ld ot Exjii'ession will lu'lp us to realist' tlie fun- 
(laiiK'nlal values of Porms foi’ their own sak(‘, and, 
incidentally, to chide away tlu' ])rejiidices and 
misconceptions whieh liad misk'd us to regard 
Aid as the imitati\(' representation ot natural 
a iipea ranees. 

'the negk'cded ai'tists ot tin* Model'll lR'\i\al 
in Ik'iigal, the star\ ing outcasts ot modi'rn 
Bengali culture, ar(' rcq’oii'ing in the tact that 
the coiuersion ot a greal literarx' genius to tin' 
true doctrines ot plastic' crc'eds \xas a xeritadik' 
iriumi)h tor thc'in ; tor it tlie,\’ liad laiksl to con- 
(|iun' Idiillist ine India, imp(>r\ ions to artistic 
stimulations, they suc'cc'c'ck'd in ('aptiiring lu'r 
greatest Poet, 


7 '(» ///(■ 1,1 Hr iin-h 1 nr nuil llir rliif i iud 

Hinsl '.Hi’ :■(',( <■ ; 

IJicsc lii’iiils, H’lUcii. iiini hin/n-ii 

Hiiisl h,’ lui li'.i in -i,/ icilii ui.H //(>/■'<■ 

r,c( kounn.l !Jn ni \h,' hi in-. I i’vliri 1. 

Li it up vniii lit’.iii:; this .s i , in:J.,iiii 
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Rabindranath The Mystic 

DILIP KUMAR ROY 


Years mro, Ww Pot^l, while* reminiscinK al)()ul 
hims(*H' said L) mv — as I have recoi'ded in 

IRN' ‘s\ni()iiR the (IreaP : “i heliexe we are 
within liinils. . . . and \'el theia^ is an unseen 
hand, a RiddiiiK ane’el that does, somehow, like 
a suhrmn-Red i)is)}!(‘ller, (h'i\'e ns ons’ As 1 
ask(‘d him tr» l>e a little more* exi)lieii, he Rav‘‘ a 
si null* : 

“Js'l ns suppose* there is a thdJst who has 
fasldoiK'd some* tlutvss. Natni‘all.\’ eacli ol these, 
has a dinVr(*!it. tirnheia Put, yon find that a few 
tlntes sur])ass the oUk'I's. Somehow or other, 
these ('mil d(‘('p('r iRst t's of IIh* |)errecl pit(‘h. Tlie 
tlnlist no donhl i)l:i\'s on all his tlnteas, bid, he lik(‘s 
|)est to play on thi'se exeejitional ones. The 
same with reyard to men. The* Sniireme 
MonhU'r of personalities has east, liu'm in ditfi'- 
reid moulds buildine them c'aeh with a di(U‘- 
ri'id stuff of ('xpc'riences, sensibilities and cajia- 
eitii'S. Yet some will idwa.ws exeell the rest. 
Tlu'se, it yon stnd\' tliem clos('l\', are not unlikely 
to Rive yon some Rliinpses of a sfiecial liesiRii of 
the DesiRiier.’' 

Jle wais soinewliat a|)oloRetic a bold thus seem- 
iuR to elaim to be superior to his fellows. But 
HOIK' wlio has evi'r met him eon Id possifily mis- 
muh'rstand, stall le-s blame, a Parnassian like 
Idni for lieiiiR eonseions of his Renins. Foi’ — 
to exiiloit his own simiu^ — the Snin’eme Pdntist 
who had ehiselled him into the (‘XiRiisite llnte 
h(* was, must Imx* donc^ so bc'eainse he could 
])la\' throuRh him some of his melodies to 
l/etter adxantaRe than throuRh the others. 

In a beautiful ])o('m LutitU'd '\Jir((!i(f Dcvnia' 
— written mori’ than sixt>' cears a.Ro — he had 
asked the “Lord ot his life.” 

‘Thou th\'S(*ir ehosest me 1 know not for 

what end ! 

Didst thou, from thy lone heights 
Smile on rny days and nights, 

My iVla\'s and stri\ ings, O my life's one Lord 
and k’riend ?’ 

{My traiislal iou) , 



That ti(* waa.s mi^sioiK'd to sing ot what he had 
set'll, has Ivei'ii a eonstant tlierne of his self- 
exploration on wdiieh he imiirovised t.o the end 
of Ids days ; and, thrilling again and again to 
the mai’xadlous disc'overies tf lat, he earne n])on 
at exery turn he xv(*nt (ai singing ot wdiat he 
had ghmiisf'd in Nature*, Man, Love, Faith, the 
xvoj-ld as it is, and lastly, the xxorld as it might, 
haxe been had xve, ('aeli of us, lent onrselv(*s to 
l)e a walling flute in the hands of the Suiireme 
Flutist. For then, he sang, each of us wamld 
si)ontaiieously actiuire the lilessed status of a 
ere ator in different field*-, jjeeause tliat is xvhat He 
ex])ects fi'om us : to shai’^' II is C'reative joy : 

‘Thou hast but fashioned this our 

earth of clay, 

A nii'lange of night and day. . . . 

Laying thy yoki* on me 
To nexv-i'reate the lieaxx'n that is to be.’ 

As I was translating this from* his famous 
])oem in 'Initialed' it was borne home to me aneW' 
hoxx* he had loxed to dream and dream of this 
last “Heaxen to be“ on different levels. But 
this must not l)o t ak(*n to mean that lie was merely 
a UtoiiisI wdio dwelt in i'ainl)OW-hues and golden 
clouds. For he was liorn with an exacting; intel- 
lect wdiich wawdd hold no truck with men* senti- 
mi'iitality or an ai'rial id(*alism wdiich could not 
liear the* rude impact of the real. So wdiile he 
wxis eager to share his vision- — his dream-wvirld of 
1‘eauty and bliss, freedom and faxour — he never 
refrained from criticising the ffawes of our world 
as it is in the light ol‘ the wairld that wd could, if 
wx' but. wx)uld, bring into luving by the creat.ive 
iapas -fire- of our souls’ aspirations. 

On his Se\ entieth Birthday he gave us a reve- 
lation about himself, namely, that althougli he 
had appeared on earth w^ith many possibilities 
he had come to realise that he had been mis- 
sioned to evolve into a poet, Kavi, first and last. 
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IJe was right, but when he claimed that, he 
was a Kavi he meant it in the Vedic sense whicli 
ia\'cs the authentic kavi the status of the sage. 
Sri Aurobindo has fully ejidorsed this Aievv in his 
Future lh)etry. lie says that the authentic 
kavi transcribes Avhat h(' has actually heard, 
;!iid that is why the Vedas ai’e called Shruti, it is 
Uiis i‘ecei)tivuty to revelation that entitles the ka\ i 
to 1}](‘ title of a sage or seer. 

Ttiis must not be takcm, liowex’or, to im])lv 
that ihe function of tlie i)()et is on all foui's 
with tliat ot the sage or seer. I'\>r tlie ])oet’s; 
metiei' is to see and sing whereas th(' sageS; is 
to think and j)hilosoi)hise. 1 only want to stress 
that oji tlieir highest lights tlio sage and tlie poet 
hecome kin, fellow'-piie;riiiis, tsaind ji.a’ tlx' same 
goal. 

Ne(Mjless to say that we aie tsdking; now' oi’ 
Die truly great poet and sage, not of tire a\’ei‘ag(' 
[!oet of little thiadls, still less of t tie oiaiinary in- 
[(.‘llectual wdio utteid.v t'ails to go Ix.yrn-id the 
niiiid. 1 1‘ Vagore had Ix'cn sueli a jioet oi‘ sage 
it would not b(‘ worth our while to study his 
tihiloso])h\' oi* outlook on libs It is just be- 
eause he coidd think as wedl as bad w'ith his 
lieai't, that, intimacy wulh him is so rewarding. 

UewuirdiMig, I repeat, liecanse dkigoise had the 
rar<r gift to lae a file to feel t lie jinlse of ttu' world 
With Ids own h('art-beat — which is the rcsison wdiy 
profound soul-intuitions wandd eom(' to torn lik(' 
angels’ \ isitw slualding the light of the (denied at 
n\(n'y tuni. (And ws.is this not tlie reasoji why 
deals, speaking of d’agoia^’s pocdry, cdiaractma/ed 
it as “the wmi’k of a siipr’eme (adture" born of a 
“tradition wdiere poetiw and religion aia' tlie same 
( king.” V) 

^es, all through his lif(^ h(' aspired Ism- the 
siipiaane “heaven of freedom” for his count r\' as 
•A\(dl as for his soul, bec-ause frecsiom — inukt! — 
has alwav's lieen the dream of the nofilest driaimers 
and the bravest pilgrims of th(‘ soiril. bi one oi 
his most, beaulifri] songs he voit'ed this aspiration : 

“Know^ once for all : wan freedom >a)ii must, 

my souk 

And tread the Way that leads beyond to 

the Goal.” 
(M If Ti'dh'slifl io)() 


idut iTK're asiiiration for td'eedom has never 
wa.m man th(‘ goal, any mor(‘ than it has made Ids 
“knowledge free” or ke])! his “clear slnvarn of 
i-eason” j’rom losing its way : one lias to fultil 
tla^ eonditions wdierel)y knowledge can stay iiin 
eoiitaminated b\' wairldliness, reason hy self- 
soidving. yVnd none c'an achieve jairity sa\e those 
who di’ead impiurity e\en more than the aliyas. 
Vagon^ once told ni(‘ that he had fi-om his child- 
hood (la\';' thii’sted attc'r pui-it\' and ladd that the 
deopest !-o\ (dal ions id’ the spirit ('oidd ne\'or fie 
accoi-d(‘d to thos(^ wdiose emotions had not lieen 
pui-ided b\' a sleepie-s self-discipline. 

W Idcli must n(d const rued to rmr’in t liat 
'J'ag'n-(‘ was an aiistei'o ascetic who loved the 
If-adit ioiial renunciation ( t\ag) or th'-' earth- 
a\('rs>‘ escapism for its own sake. Mis ciaalo 
h(a-eanent la* voiced is one of Ids iio})lest sonnets 
( lat<_‘i' tj'aii:- lat (*d f)\' him"’(df in ( j ii a ii ja I i ) : 

“ I teli\^(‘rance is not for me in reinimdation, 

1 fi.'ei the (*nd)race of fr(*(*dom in a thousand 

'ooiids (tf delight. 

Thou ever i)our(*st tor na* tlie l‘resh 
draught of thy wine ol‘ vai-ious colours 
ami fi‘agranee, fdling; this earthen vessel 

to lirim. 

“ 1 \ 1 \' woi'ld wall light its hmidi’c'd ditferent 
larnp-s w'itli tlpv liana* anal ])]ae(‘ them 
before the altar of thy tcanple. 

No. I will never sliut the doors of m\' 

senses. 

The delights ot sight and hearing and 1 oueh 
will bear tlgv dengid. 
V(s-a all ni\' illusions will lairn into iHiuid-* 
mduda]) of joy, and all my desires ri])en into 

fruits of lovit 

lb' w.-i.^a indeed a born \otary of all that his 
l)tdo\ed 'Vhdh(*r Earth s])]-ead befoi'e his eye^ 
from day to da.v in ever-new' and ('lalless car- 
iiixals of rapture. Hi:'. ht*ai-t, mind and S(*]Wes 
could ne\ er be slrded walh hei' glorious plentitude 
of l)ioomirig beauty, mystic murnuii’ ami fairy 
f j*ag)'aia'e. Th(* more he i-ecei\ed of her Livish 
Island islimcnts tlm* naa‘e ferventA' lie sang of her 
suiirerne bonnfv’ : 

T a f a -• h' E ( ' i: s 7 ■ i: .\,\ in' r o c cw / /-; 
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“Thy yifls to us mortals fulfil all our needs 
and 3^et run back to thee undiminished. 

Th-c^ river has its everyday work to do and 
hastens through fields and hairnets : yet 
its incessant stream winds towards the 
washing of thy feet. 

Flower sweetens the air with its perfume ; 
yet its last ser\n*ce is to offer itself to 

tlunn. 

Thy worshi]) does not i]n])o\'('rish the world. 

F]'om tlie words o(' the po(d, men take what 
meaninirs please them ; yid: their last 
meaning: ])oiiits to the(s“ 
{Gifai/jali, |). 00 ) 

He had s])oken of this last meaning’ in one 
of his earliest ])oems, IT'ahhal llisav, a poem ins- 
pired by a re\'e]atj’on. Here is wliat h(‘ wrote 
about it in his Reminiscences : 

“One morning as 1 was looking out from 
my varandah. ... a veil seemed to l)e lifted off 
my eyes and 1 saw the world aureoled witli an 
inetfabh' glory, liillowing out eveiy where on the 
crests of ))liss and lae.auty. . . . and I wrote : 

‘TIow^ my heart has o])ened suddeidy, 

O bliss ! 

Where visits me the world to embrace 

and kiss !“ 
{TrauGafcd Jnj Foe/) 

The ex])erience was a two fold one in that— 
to (piote his own vords — “I saw as if with m\' 
whole consc'iousiK'ss . . . . t hat deep down the 
tatliomless wa)ml) of the universe an inexhaus- 
tible foimlain of (|uint(‘ssent ird delight wsis out- 
spraying laughter on all sides," 

iiiis ^isjon, 1 h^ dairiK'd, was the basis of tht' 
whole supiM'-st ructure of his poetry : “tliis 
marriage of the infinite witli the finite or, to l)e 


more explicit (to translate one of his most famous 
soiggs) : 

‘i.) Infinites through tiie finite playest thou 
Tli\^ native meiody ! 

Thou aj*L so exigiisite ])ecause thou w'ouldsi 
Oiifflowcn- on earth through me !" 

It is til is total acce‘|,)t ance of our world of 
langh1(n’ and tears, song a.nd sihmee, light and 
shade — a wa)rld which sliines out iji tremulous 
t)eauty i]i the heart of fathomless i)aiM — that niado 
him testify in ])i'olound gisditude to the g:ifts of 
grac(‘ he had j-eceixoHl from life at every st('p and 
yet could never be ai)peased thereby. Of this 
deep debt he has sung sonlfnl’y in another memo- 
rable ])oem of Ids eiditled. When ] depart (or 
^^'hic■ll 1 gab'e m>’ translation of the first \’erse) : 

“VMum 1 l)id adieu, l)e this my parting word : 

All 1 re('ei\'(.H] and saw was rnaiwellous. Lord I 
The lotus that has blowai in this 
Our d(‘ep of deathless light and l.)!iss, 

1 ha\'e dj'unk its hone\' : T am ITsssc'd, Loi’d ! 

Wfheii I de])a]’t, ma\' tin's be m>' last word." 

Tills was one ol’ the dofgH'st niessag(is ot* his 
beauty-hungry spiidt wddeh could not sta\’ put in 
the pen of penury and disharmony. Foi’ he was 
at hoin(‘ only in the IIouk' of Besj«aty, as her 
cheidshed guest, a gi’atefu] guest, wdio longed for 
nothing as aj'dently as for the freedom that 
iK'crnes to one tlii*oiigh one's tireless woi’ship of 
h('r laaleeniing lovt.'liness, as he sang (ecstatically 
in one of his most irn])assioncd lyrics : 

“O Leantifuk my ia'anti fnl ! 

Tfiou hast now lioiaie me company. 

My limbs aia^ hallowiMl and ni\^ soul 
Is blesstal eeandast ing]\'." 

(71/// T ran s! at ion ) 
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The Poet of the Dawn 

ANJL BARAN ROV 


We iirc vc)-ilaljly on the Ihi'eslicld of a new 
new woi^lds With all their myster\’ are 
Mj i(.‘iii!yu- to onr vi,sioii not oniy in the outer space 
111 tlie infinite niatei'ial plain*, but also in the inner 
woi'lds whic'h ai'e at the roundation ol“ the c»*eation. 
W(‘ want ])oets to i»R.’e ns a forcernl vision of 
lin'se which will hel}) us to see them niort' lar<^'el>' 
Slid teel them looio stiamply and pixe ns a C(‘i‘tain 
inspiration to li\e tliein more i)ow(‘rtully. 
Knhiiidranat h is a hai'liinyer of such poets, veri- 
lat)l\’ a T*oet of t in^ I)awn of ttn^ New Aipy of the 
Sdlj/d ¥/((/(( of tile Indian scri])tnres, the Kin<.rdom 
nf lleaxen of the Bible, the Ntov Bai’th of tln^ 
Ko/'aiL 

Whc'ii materialistic scienu'e was n inknanininy; 
th(‘ faitli of mankind in tin.' (W^islence of a (axl, 
Idi liindraiiat ii throiiyii his sonys liyhtial that 
tailh in onr heart.s apain. Ib^ also tanyht ns 
lhat Clod is to be found not thi'oiiyli rites and 
(■•sremonies, not thiainyh ci'e(‘ds and doyrnas lint. 
Ihronyh lo^e. He lias not apipealed to onr in- 
t(‘ll(H‘t thi’ouyh a iihilosopliy, he has aiiiiealed to 
wir hearts and made us realise the true sinyniti- 
eaiua^ of creation and the meaniny of human life 
- it is the Vedantic tiaitli yi\en thronyh sonys 
that God who is One has cia^ated this manifold 
world to tsistt' the deliyht of love. 

“Thus it is that thy joy in nu' is so thll. Thus 
d is that thou has come down to me. O thou 
Is-rd of all heavens whei’e would 1)0 th\' lox'e if I 
w ere not ? 

“Thou hast taken me as thy jiartnei* of all this 
wealth. In my heart is the endless play of thy 
deliyht. In my life thy will is ever takiny shape. 

“And for this, thou who art the Iviny of kinys 
hast decked thyself in beauty to captivate my 
heart. And for this thy love loses itself in the 
lo\’e of thy lover, and there art thou seen in the 
1 ter feet union of two.” 

No wonder the Irish poet/ Yeats said about 
the prose translations of Gitanjali, “have stirred 


m>' Itlood as nothiny has fur years.” This is 
ind(‘ed sometiiiny new to the West vxho have 
learnt to reyard God with awe and tear. That 
(bod can be made an oltject ol‘ intimse lo\a\ just 
as human beinys loxe each other and even more 
is sometiiiny (.piite new to iluun — Itabindranath 
ya\(‘ to the world a luwv' xision o(‘ love and deliyht 
raised to the siiiritual |)laiu‘ that makes human 
Jife really woidh lixany. "And very often,” says 
Sri Aurolhndo, "a nation in its s(di*-exi)i'ession is 
both helped and limited b\' wind has b(‘en left be- 
hind fi'om t he ex olution of a past self which, beiny 
dead, yet liveth.” 

In the apioloyne of V rnidalui n , Rabiiulranath 
Usirnt to s(‘e God as a God of Ihsiutx', Rove and 
Ihiss and bx reidization of God he undersfood the 
realizid ion of all t h'(\se s])iritual xedues in lilT. He 
a])])roached God throuyh all the beauty, lox'e and 
jox' lhat, th(‘r(‘ is in libs In tliis lie xvas a true 
successor of tlie niislinai' ])oets of Benyal. But 
he could not shut his eyes to the other side of the 
sliield, to the inlens(' suffiaany and sorrow that is 
in life and in this also lie xxas intlmmced by the 
liessimistic tone o(‘ jiast Indian tliouyht. Even 
th(^ Gita., xvhich asks men not. t.o run away from 
life but to acc(‘])t it in tlie siiirit of a hy liter 
ayainst ali ills llk^* Arjuna, describes lif(‘ in the 
xvorld as (uiilifdiii ((snlcJnini lol'dm. Tlu' [aird 
saxes, “1diou xvho hast come to this transient and 
unhappy world, love and turn to Me.” These 
xvords ex])ress th(' lilT and xx'ork of Raliindranath. 
He did not seek an ex])lanalion xvhy the world 
should be so and what is the ult imat(‘ intention of 
God in this xvru’ld, but h(^ was conxdnced that this 
was not th(‘ whole tridli. Thus lie sanp;. 

“If thou si)e[dxest not I xvill till my heart with 
thy silence and (mdur(‘ it. I xvill keep still and 
xvait like the niyht xvith tin* starry viyil and its 
head bent low with iiatience. 

“1'he morniny will surely come, the darkness 



will \'ajiish, and Ihy \-oice pour down in golden 
strt'anis )n-(;al:iMg through the sky,” 

”ddien Idly words will take wing in songs from 
(wciy one ol‘ my Ijirds' nests, and thy me!odi('s will 
hroak forth in*llow’ej's in all my forest gardens.” 

It is this messag(‘ ot the coming divine out- 
pouring on eailhly life' that has made Rahindra- 
nath a harhinger of the mwv age. In In's songs 
the have found a nn'aning in life. “These 

V(‘rse"s” says Yeats “will not lie in little well- 
pi'inted l)ooks upon ladies’ tid)les, who turn the 
l)ag(‘s with indoleni fjands that the\' may sigh 
o\(‘r a lild' without nu'aning, wdiicti is \'id. all they 
can knf)W' of lite.” 

“Tlie woi’k of llu' ])oet (k^pends not only' on 
himsidt and his ag(', hid on ttu^ nnadality of the 
nation to which h(* lx longs and the spiritual, in- 
telkxdual, aisstludic ti'adilion and environmimt 
wliich i1 creates tor him” 

Rahindranath's appeal was pidmarily to the 


Bengalis whom he exivected to be moved by the 
same vision and the same* emotions that he him- 
self had. The f Bengali mind was indeed iirepared 
by th(' songs of the Vuishanva poets and the 
spiritual movement led by Sri Chaitanya wdio was 
an incarnation of divine love ; on the other hand, 
it is this spirit in Bengal that heliied Rabindra- 
nath to find his owm inspiration. Another thing 
that helped him to lind his own self was the famil\' 
and th(‘ enx ironment in Bengal in which he wuis 
born and brought u]). Poverty did not stand in 
t}i(‘ \va\' of tlie dewlopment of his faculties as it 
is actually doing at ])resent in the case ot so many 
sons and daughtenss of Bengal. “When Rabindra- 
nath w'as a boy h(' had ail round him in his home 
Iilm’ature and music.” Let it be our endeavour 
to make every Bengali home like that which pro- 
duced a Rabindi'anath, only then we can see wdiat 
the genius ot !»engal can yet do for herself and 
tor humanity. 
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It is harclly possible to draw in a few lines 
]}ie picture of an eminent personality siu'h its 
Rabindranath Tagore, (]uite impossible to do 
I list ice to his striking versatility. If this is, 
ri(‘\ (ud heless, attemivted here, the author is fully 
aware of the fact, that only a rough sketch can be 
the result. 

To Europe Rabindranath dhigore is known 
rhiefly as the great Indian i)oet, although so far 
only part of his literary work has been published 
ill translations, the German translations being 
based on the English text, so that poems, in 
Iiarticidar, oft.en do not speak anymore the lan- 
guage of the original Rengidi. Th(‘ im])ort;ince 
of Tagore’s literary work, however, does avtually 
not lie in its extent and diversity, but rather 
ill the richness of its language. Eor Tagore was 
not only a poet, but first and foremost a cr(‘a- 
ti\'e linguist, who raised Bengali from the state o! 
a mere medium of communication to t hat, of a rich 
and pow^erful literary language. 

Tagore’s poetical talent manifested it.self very 
(‘arly, in fact, already in his childhood, doubtlessly 
influenced by the at.mosphere of his surroundings. 
The residence of his family at Jorasanko, wliere 
he was born on May 8, 1861, was one of the 
(■'■ntres of the spiritual life of Calcutta. Her(‘ 
all those met who i)layed an important role 
in the renaissance of Bengali literature. 
VoLing Tagore was not only an attentive listener, 
i>id. wrote poems and articles for a number 
at literary journals published by his rela- 
* lixes. Most of these early writings, however, 
he later on condemned as immature and worthless 
ns too much following traditional standards and 
conventions, of which his first collection of poems, 
the “Evening Songs” of 1879, are free. In 
1880, his “Morning Songs” were ])ublished fol- 
iowed soon by other volumes of lyric poetry a selec- 
lion of which he later translated into English 
under the titles ''The (kirdener'" and "GitcmjalV* 


Rabindranath Tagore 

Poet and Teacher 

« 

DU. NIKOLAlhS KEBIN 

It was this snndl \'olume of "(i itcotjidr' 
which — published in 1912 in a private edition 
with a foreword b\' the Irish i)o(h William 
Butlt‘r IT^afs and ai)i)earing in 1912 for public 
sale— rnadt' Ualjindraiial h Tagore almost over- 
night a cehcbrated po(T wlio in tlie sam(‘ N ear 1912 
was awarded the Nol)el Pi’ize foi* Literatui’e. An 
Jndian poet, fanied, liiough, in his couidry, but 
hardly known to anylxxly in Europe, all of a 
sudden entered Western Literature and with a 
\u>lume of i)oems oi)ened a new world, his world 
to th(‘ eyes of tln^ West. 

Jt is litf](‘ known in Europe', that Tagore 
himself has set to music many oi‘ his later poems, 
although llah’mdi'it S(nn/il cei'tainly holds an 
important place in the cultural life of B(*ngal, and 
(lesi)ite the faed, that his musieal dramas are fre- 
(juently staged. 

Tagore was, howex’er, not only a lyric i)oet, 
bid. also a dramatist, (essayist, and iio\ elist. Some 
of his dramas are known in Europe' ami have 
been staged occasionally, among them the lyri- 
cal dramas “( 7///ren/e/eee/e/“ and “ivs7n7///A'e” 
which Tagore wre)te dui’ing the last eiecaek' of 
the 19ih Gentury w^hile he' was in-charge e)f the 
family estate SheUiidah, anel the' twe) mystical 
dramas “77/e' 7i/7/e/ e// the Chamber' and 

"The Post Office C be)lh originating from the first 
decade of this century. The Tagore Centenary 
not only in Germany, but also in e)ther countries 
also brought some' of his dramas back to the 
stage. 

Well-known in Euroi)e are Rabindranath 
Tagore’s novels "The WrecC "The Home avd the 
World" and, in particular, "Cora" which is re- 
garded as the greatest novel of Bengali literature. 

At Shelaidahy Tagore had [published a .journal 
which had the same title as his principal wa^rk 
on religion and philosophy : "Sadhaaa." In his 
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own coulrihutions to this journal he expressed 
his criticism of the then existing educational 
s\'s1(‘rn u'h(jse dark sides lie himself had expe- 
ri(‘nc(‘(l during* his childhood. Jn an article^ pub- 
lished in JSt)2, he declai'ed hirnselt particuJarly for 
the introduction of the vernacidars as medium of 
instruction instead of English. At ScUtulah, he 
iiirnself taught his i\\v childri'n, trained teachers 
for them in accordanc(‘ with what he had recog- 
nized as proj)(‘r education, occasionally took over 
from a teaclun* and thus d('V(doped in theory and 
|)j'actic(‘ that jicdagogN' which h(‘ latcu^ on realized 
in his own school at Santiniketan, the ])resent 
V tsH'd-JtJui ra 1 1 llnivx'rsity whi(‘h lie himself direc- 
led till his (kxil h on August 8, 11)41. 

Eor Tagoi'e rel'orming the educational system 
w'hich he felt w'as forced u])on India and did 

not at all corresiiond to h(‘r actual need, was, 
howev(‘r, not only an educational bid, also 

a. jiatriotic task. Unlike many othei* intellec- 
tuals of India who in tlnn’r mode of life and 

thinking followed hhiglish examples, the Tagoius 
d(*spil(‘ t,h(Mi’ o])(Mwminde(!ness had remained 

time Indians and supjiorted the patiiotic Stf'ddcslii 
mox'ement at tlu* tx'giiinirg of this century in 
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•every possiliJe way. Tagore himself dedicated t(. 
Indian patriotic poems, songs, essays .and tin 
novel ‘Vfore”, already mentioned. Yet never die 
Tagore defend thos(‘ who wdshed to liberate 
India from foreign rule through revolution ami 
terror. In 1905, when the jxirtition of Bengal 
created considerable unrest, and riots wwu‘e fear- 
ed, as well as during the Non-Co-operation 
movemeid. of 1921, it was he w^ho again and again 
called for i)rudence and tried to canalize patrio- 
tism in constructi\n‘ wajrk. 

Uomi)aratl vely late in his life Rabiiidranath 
Tagore began to paint. That, too, is little known 
in Europe, although in 1920 he took a selec- 
tion of his ])aintings to sev eral European countries. 
The^e ikictures which after his owm words 
cai'iled a unixersal message, wdiereas his lite- 
rary message was more restricted to Bengal, 
met especially in (Germany with greater apprecia- 
tion than in India. The Tagore Centenary was 
an ideal opi)ortunit\’ tor European art publi- 
shers to publish at least a choice selection of 
Tagore’s paintings wdiose colour combinations and 
often strikingly “modern” compositions are 
fascinating. 
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Director, China Bhavan, Santinihrldn 

C uraiDEVA Rabindranath TaKon^ was well- 
kri()\M] to the outside world as tin* greatest i)oet 
,1 iTioderii India as Kalidasa, aulhor of "Meg'ha- 
Mi.ila" or “Tile (doud Messenger", and As\agliosa, 
■jiitlio)' of “Ruddhscharita-Ravya” or “JJyinns iji 

• 'raise of the Life of Bnddha”, were in anei(nh 
times of this great country. 

Rut Rabindranath was not merely a great 
jioel. He was much more and greater than a 
rrrrd poet. liis songs are periiajis ot (wen gi'cater 
(motional ajijieal to his own ])eoi)le tiian iiis 
j)o( ti‘y. His poetry • Lmdoubt(ally ranks w'ith 
lii(‘ hymns of tlie other great ])oets, not. only 
o'l' India ))ut.. of tlie woidd, not only of the ])]’e- 
^enl but of t.he past ami may be so also of the 
fiilure. Rid. there is hardl\' ;ni\th:iig to match 
liis songs i’rom the \'ery beginning of human 
{‘i\ ’lization. up to now. 

Moreover, he was a gi'oat ediuaitionist, a 
great, theorist, a g;reat no\elist, a great dramatist, 
a giaait (essayist, a great jiainter, a great singer, 
a great oraTor and what not. He could really 
!)(' called “all in one/' “all in all,'’ and “a.ll and 
all". His great genius and taleid, his pro- 
b)und vision and wisdom, Iris v'ast erudition 
’Old versatility, iiis loftv id<'as and ideals, liis 
univ'ersaj hive and compassion, his broad mind 
and heart, his magniheent sin'iad and soul, his 
a racious apiiearance and dciiort nient , and even 
iiis ])eautiful vo.d'e and laughter had few^ lieers in 
Mi(‘ world. 

Yet again, to me lie wms nioi;e ot a saint 

• Old teacher than aiivthing else. He wais an 
amt)(idiment of Indian as well as Eastern or 
Asian culture's and tiaadit ions. Ib' vvas r(*ally 
a M(ih((riyJii or an Avafara of Indian as wvdl 
as Asiatic or Eastern philoso])hies ami rediLnons. 
He was and still is and wu’ll ev er be a supreme 



Malm (ja ra or C a n’d( va not only of Santdniketan 
and India but also of Asia and Hu* World. 

W'hat C/friidcra im|)ressed and insihred me 
most were his absolutt' humanism, universalism 
and altjaiisrn ; his love and atTe'ct ion for Fhina and 
the (diine^'e peoi)le ; his uiuU'rstanding and a])pre- 
ciation of (diinese learning and cutlure' ; and 
his advocacy and promotion of Sino-lndian 
studies, Sino-lndian Cultural 1 ntei'-chango, Sino- 
lndian Fiviendship and Fimternity, Sino-lndian 
Amity and Unity. It was his firm and fast lieliet 
as wa.'ll as my sincere' aiid ardent ('onviction that 
through these wa.‘ shall l)e' able to change the' 
atnie)S})he)‘e, to alter the situation, to trans- 
foi'm the cemelition of this worlel ol our time ; 
and in the long run create' a new Vvoidd and a 
new' era w here and when there wall l)e onlv' I’eal 
love, pe'ace, harmeuiv' anel unity ot' all mankind 
without any dispute, quarre'l, contlie*!., struggle 
anel light, not to mentieui Wa}\ 

It was for this reason that 1 have long deve)- 
te'd my humble' sell, be*)dy and mind, to the service 
of Cnr/fdcra, thi’ough Ctoiidcva U) his Institution, 
and through his Institutie)n te) this gre^'at country 
aud ])e'oi)k' of luelia. 

O, Crnrndcva ! this is the Centenary of 
your birth. Although ])hysically ye)U no longer 
li\'e‘ and remain wuth us to tiiis w'oi’ld, yet 
\ ()U!‘ noble spirit and sf»ul, ,vour lofty ielc‘is and 
ideals, your glorious te'aching anel mission, your 
s])l('neliel life'rature and art, will even live' in the 
w'oi’ld as le)ng as the w'orld itself lives, till the end 
of time. 

O, C/oifdcva ! My homage to Thee', to Thee 
my devotion ! 



! ('(‘ll I f))'luji:ite th:i1 I was a studcrii 

'd \'is\\’a illiarali when Poet iPibindi-anath was 
iVly l.rol fi(‘r \ isit (‘d Sajitinila'tan after 
s i I ' 'I i( I i] ie; Ific' Sp'-eial Session oj’ t he Indian 
Nalioiial ('oner' ss in (’alsulta in Sc'pt.i'iiilxn*, 1920 
and ret n 11 i(‘(( honu I' ldl of ])i‘ai,a' for Sanliniketan. 
lie lironyhl with him s-nne lOnrli 'll Iranslations (d‘ 
I’ahindranat h s hoeja; and also fk’ai'son’s hoolv on 
a lit iiiifad an with a 1\"\ ilinst I'ai ions. That wa^^ 
tlu' l)ep;iiinine; of my \'em ration for the IV>et and 
1 eherishiai a \'ae,aie dohaia* tlial I should also lia\'e 
my studies in 1h<‘ Ashram. Ihd it looted fai‘ 
away from m\’ plaee in Ncdlore Dislriet. 1 was 
then thirl e^.’ii y(‘ar-'. of a.eaa 

Aftcu’ the Naepur se siem of tlie ('ongi'ess in 
I ‘ecfanhva’, 1020. I p:a\a' up \uy st ndi'ss in a (lovern- 
nient aided seho *] and joined th(' Andhra Jaleeya 
Kaiasad's l\lae[iilip-at iiam. 1 renumiht'r 1 used to 
lead I laa short stoi’ie:; (d' 'tae-oiH' and th(‘ d(X‘p 
patlms wilii \\hi(di man\' of them imded, made 
tears i'()ll down m\' (du'cls:-. Nothing mo\’ed mo 
so rniieh as some of thos(' stories in m\' impressio- 
nal)le \'(‘ai’,s. A lew lyrics from (d*escenl jVloon 
af-a^ \\t‘!‘e ni\’ fa\(>'nate> and theses were I’ead out 
to me lii'st by m> brotlnsr. desirt‘ to e.(> to 

Sanlinit(dan was eadtiny st laapedtiened w’hih' 1 
'\ a ’^ stiui>'iny> at Aiacdiilipat nam. A fia(md fi’om 
Wd'st (hulaaari histricd who was stmio]- to m(‘ at 
i\]a( lidipiat narn wcad to Sant inilvidan and ht' was 
al ') writii':’: te* me oecasionall\' ei\'ine: a ylowinp: 
accamnt (d‘ Itu' IdV al t h(* Ashimm. We had 
“Ibane and tiu' World” as a text book foi’ non- 
detaiied stiid.N and. th(' ('onllict of thos(‘ characters 
and the beontil'ul simii(‘^ with which it was i'0])lete 
intensipcd np\ io r:o to Sant iniludan. At 

me ]•o(]ne^.t, ni\ broth.er look me to Santiniketan in 
dnl\, Ittpl and adndltc'd me in tlie vSiksha Ithavan 
(donm^'S I stiahd'd tliere for three years and in 
Ai'ial 1P27 1 comideted \\\y cours(\ a])])eared for 
th(’ class examination and left for home. 

I liad been full of dreamis about life in Santi- 
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niketan and when I tirsl went th('re, the scenes 
id the Ashram did not disappoint me. The silent 
meditations of the students in the morninys and 
e\(minys held in tlie open, the classes undei' ttu^ 
shades of sal and manyo tia^es, the presence of the 
Poet in th(' Ashram at Uttarayan and the simpile 
and artistic life of the students and teachers 
impressed me \'(n'y much indeed. Almost on the 
s<‘C()nd or third day, I iiiirciiased “Elementary 
Readings” in Pen.mdi and ))eyan my first lesson 
under Sri Ghalamay.ya who was a student of 
\b‘d\’a Pliavan and who had liy that time spent 
o\ er eiyht x ears at the Ashram. He initiated 
m(‘ into P*(‘nyali and to Tayoi’e's ])oolss in Btmgali. 
Within a fort niyht I wais readin.e; Tayoress ‘Sishu’ 
(th(‘ oripdnal of the “Crescent Moon” in Rcngtili). 
The \ ei*y idea that 1 was I’eadiny Raln’ndranath 
in the oi’iyinal Renyali y:1add(med m\ heart. I 
felt a sense of ('xhilarat ion when 1 found that I 
could, falterinyly though, read a few^ lines and 
understand their meaning. My concevd ration wars 
more r)n my Bengali lessons tlian on the English, 
histoiy and other classc^s. NTwv vistas of literai’v 
beauties were oi>ening l)efore me as 1 read a few' 
more jrxnns of ‘Sishif and the lh‘st impressions 
of my ri'ading Ridjindranath’s waarks have been 
memoi‘;d>l(‘. 1 can a\'('r wath confidence that, even 
now'. I ha\'(' tiu^ same jiassionate regard and vene- 
I’ation wh(‘ne\'er I read him either in Bengali or in 
English. His stoiaes, novels, essa.Ns and poems 
make me feel \ ery honudy, a feeling which I do not 
g(d wh(m 1 read English authors ; the names, the 
scenes, the ('motions ai'e so similar in Indian 
languages that one dot's not feel a strangt'r amidst 
Tagore’s writings. The lyrical content of his 
writings, his unique style, the phrasing and the 
beautiful simiU's with which he adorns his style 
l)i'eath(' a fresh air w'hich ahvays appeal to me. 

T thoroughly enjoyed my three years’ stay at 
the Ashram. It w'as a care-free life, wm w'ere 
never tormented by the l)ogey of examinations and 
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company of students from various parts of 
iii.iia moulded my outlook, my tastes and my 
liitudes. As 1 look back I always feel a sense of 
i I'ide and delipht that the best part of my life was 
r)eiit there amidst beautiful surroundings full of 
!» >etry and music, a superbly eciuipped o]>en 
i;))]'ary and, abo\'e all, the holy ])rcsenct‘ of the 
Before my brother left Santiniketan after 
siy admission there, we went to see the Poet for 
first time. He was \'ery (‘ordial and aslved 
some questions about our place and when we 
aid Nellore, the Poet very heai'tily nmiajped 
’ famous lor bulls !” (Ongole was once a paid 
■ .r th(‘ Nellore District). My brother did Hie con- 
\ (‘r-^ing whik' I sal silent by his side gazing al the 
w'lHumk'le Poet and listening to his sonorous 
nice. During my stay at Santinikudan, I did 
ii'd go to the Poet very often. Perhaiis. in 
ili(' three years that I spent there, f believe, I 
Oalked to him on three or t‘our occasions ; but 
1 never missed an oi)i)ortunity of seeing the 
koel from a distance or listening to him. To 
ae him was a iesta’val and to heai' him was a 
iaasl. I used to listen to Ids Wednesday morning 
Ssi-mons in the Mandir. In the bt^ginning, T did 
fM)t understand him, but it did not matter. 1 
v\ould go to the Mandir and listen to his exposition 
'>r the Upanishadic Truths in a jioetic iihilosophi- 
‘al way. Occasionally lie would raise his voice 
Old wax eloquent. His Sermons wau’e philosoiihy 
ill jirose-poems, the mystery ol’ the Lhianishads 
doing revealed in beautiful language. Either 
when he \vas conversing or speaking in the 
dkindir, I used to admire his l)eautiful voice ; 

' o\'er heard I a masculine \'oice of such sweet- 
'^‘ss. His voice was not shrill but m(dodious. 
d was not a feminine voice, but it was gentle 
lid grace! id. I have not conu^ across any 
I her voice whii'h even ai)|)roximated to that of 
' d'lbindraiiath. The flowing hair and thc' beard, 
S' (m'quisite ])rofile and the prominent nose — 
tirse field my attention as I sat listmiing to him 
hethei' I undm'stood him or not. It was a joy 
)>e looking at him and I used to I’epeat within 
'^self “Who could gainsay that I am just now 
' holding the greatest of the living [loets It 
as *( privilege and a fortune that I was seeing 
un and hearing him week after week. Along 
ith other Bengali students, I would bow and 
■u<di his feet, which is the custom in Bengal 
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and in Northern India. Jl wa.s aoain a hhdi 
L)rj\-iJe«(' to t(nich a \ ery great ix'r.son wlio was 
at once a ttishi, a Poet, a iVliisician •ind a World 
( tl())ii(\. Time has not whittkal down me 
venei’alion tor the Poet. Durinj’- certain |)eriods 
(d my iminasonmeid. ^vhen I was teachinp; Penyali 
Ol leaehinp- his sonys oi- translating his hooks. | 
was loll of the thought ot Itahindi'anath. 1'his 
Ihou.ght sustained me in my jail life and its in- 
conveniences ilid iKit trouble me at all. 'I’houghts 
of him ga\e me great solace and his wiatings 
clnered me in my deiiressed monumls. 1 1 is 
(■itanjali in hnglish is a jiraver liook to nie on 
ail aiw|)iciou.s occasions and on niy biidh da>'s 
I read a few ))oems from it and liv(‘ in tin' 
thougiils of Rabindranath. In there were 

disciission.s and consult, ations among my jieopk' 
o\ er lixing an aus]iici()us day for my marriag'e. 

I found them a solution by deciding on May 8 ; 
what moi-e auspicious day could there lie than the 
sacred da,\’ of (Jurudex's birth ! 

I followed (iandhiji and gave up my .school, 
went to prison many times and was elo.sely asso- 
ciated with the (’ongross from IT’O. but i ahvays 
think (d' Tagor(> as though he entwined me w'ith 
tile silken chords of in's music. ] surnmdered 
myself to (iandhiji in ni\' political work and to 
(ini'udev on the cultural side. I do not claim 
mv.selt to he a gix'at sciiolar in Tagoreaii lite- 
rature, the Hi'iigali books 1 read were not many, 
iiiit 1 can sa,\' with cei'taint\' tiiat there' w'ere 
not many days in the last thirty-, sewen years when 
I did not think of iiim. 

Ituring my stay at Santinik'C'tan my attach- 
ment to 'rdugu literature liecanu' dee'jier, olhcil 
opi)ortuniti(‘s for reading .such iiteixitiire wei'e not 
there. I used to feel fh(' hig dilference betwo'cn 
an average Telugu man and an axerage Bengali 
with regard to their iiroticii'ncy in their mottier- 
tongue. A Bengali was well x'ersed in his 
language xvhatever profession he followed. Bid 
that was not ,so with the 're^lugus in those 
days, and ('xen noxv it is the same t,o a firge 
extent. Apart fi'om otlnu' reasons, the high- 
class rehigu st.xde with all its long compounds 
or Samasams and all the gramrmd lea! la'gula- 
tions is more difficult to understand than clas.'dcal 
or modern P>eng:ali. That made me loxo 'r<*lugu 
nevertheless and J used to feel a new sons.e of 
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alUichiTiciil which J did net (‘Xi)('ric])C(‘ IxdoiX'. I 
admire the n(‘nKale(‘S I’er heiiic: 1h(* inlieriiors ot 
a rieli ]eKac\- of modei-n lilei'at lire. 

• 

ddi(/ ideal of Viswa lihiirati wdiich aims at 
unit.c and ahiiiit\' Ihrenc'h cidtui'al imderslaiKU 
iiic: and Ihi'ouj'h ('xchancs^ ef cnltures has had 
a stroll)^ appisd Foi' mis d'h<‘ fundamental 
liinly nl men was contmuplati'd thronj-ih the idea 
of Viswa r.harati and epport unit i(‘s an* providi'd 
foi* j'-eltinp: sclinla)‘s t’rem ahread and sending 
Indian scholars 1o soitk^ of thosi* count ri(‘S. Iteiiic; 
nationalist. I.iased, 1 thoiiphl 1 would ap])ly tho 
Viswa llfiarati ideal wdthin 1 1n' couidry in the 
hrsi inst.anci' ; let tuc^ iindi'rst and India throUKh 
I he \ ai*ious lanyaiac’cs and liti'rat ni'es h(dor(‘ !• 
try lo nndm'stand lln* iMiropean coindries or 
ih(‘ Middl(‘-lV'isl or t lu‘ l^Vr-Isast Asian count id(‘s. 
ddiat was th(' urKe which prompted nu' to Iisirn 
tlie lanyna}’'es ol India, d lial compromise I 
thoiiKht would satisfy my nationalist conscieiici* 
and ni\' lovt* for Viswa Vdiarati ideal. 1 ti’ied to 
l(‘arn all the Nortli Indian lanynayaxs and nnd(M*- 
stand tludr l)a(d\c.'roiind literary history. I l)(‘y,an 
.•I littl(‘ of Urdu, Assames(‘ and Oi-iya in a \'mw iiv 
foi’mal way and (nijarati a littU* moia^ dili- 
e:(‘ntl\ . Uatm- 1 was in hoona for a few weidxs 
to leai’u Mai’athi. \\ lam I was in .jail altci’ a U‘W 
Ncars, 1 tri(Ml to lisirn th(‘ South Indian lantni- 
ay:es too. 

1 att(Mn])t(‘d to U'arn all Indian lan.u-uaK(‘S 
wliiidi I thought would open the p:at(‘s (»f 
nmU'i'standiny: m>' fi'llow Indian citl/AMis. 1 hat 
attempt, thoncdi f<‘ehli‘ in many respects, made 
me appriHuate and admin* our sist(‘r-lan.uua^‘(‘s. 
it also (‘iiahlcd me to visualisi' India as a coinpo- 
sit(' wholi' in si)iti* of the a])i)arent diversity of 
lanyuayi'S. That yaxi* a hi'oad hasi* to m\ atlim- 
t ics and in latei' N'eai's, I did not sutler 1 rom an> 
lanyuapn' or la'liydous com]>U'xes. 1 aUvays i('el 
that this was one of tlie ^o'cat henehls wdhch 
accrued to nu* hy my stay at Santinilodan where 
all Indian lanyuaye y:roU])s wx're n‘pn‘st*ntt‘d. 

Idle more 1 think the more* 1 am convinced 
of the need for ( )pport unit iv‘s both in our colleea's 
and imi\ ersit i('s foi' a lariveiomimiiei’ ol' scliolars 
knowing (dhiu* Indian lanyaiayi's. E\en aftt*r ihv 
ad\ent of Independence. 1 do not find enoipuh 
interest bi'inji*- bestowed for learnin^r other lan- 


wuaKes. For instance, how' many are there in 
lienwal who know Tamil or Marathi w'ell, or 
how' man>' then* are in India outside their own 
regions who can s[)eal\ with authority Malaya- 
1am, Telueu or (bijarati. The Universities and 
the Idiixersity (Iranis' Uommission, according 
to ni\' tfiinking, must considi-r the matter seri- 
ously and cr(‘al(* faciliti(‘s and e\en make such 
knowUxjge a condition foi’ seiwdce in some depart- 
ments lik(* rOducation. 

Due to th(‘ insjiiration .eivcm b\' the Poet, th(' 
Saiitiniketaii atmos])her(* was full of jioetry, music, 
(lance and ])ainting. Within a i'ew^ months of 
my i':()ine: theia*, 1 became* xery fond of liengali 
music, or to be exact, wdth Ifabindra Sangeel. 
1 list'd to attend music edasses and U'arn (|uite a 
few' songs wdiit'h had a ])eculiar fascination tor 
UKx Ajiart from a few pi’axu'r songs, there w'ere 
a largt* numbei' of seasonal songs, ^'ou could 
iu'ar rain\' st'ason songs onl\' in Jul>' and August 
and the spidng songs only in s|)ring. There were 
songs w hiidi \'ou could hear on bright moon light 
nights. As the Ikiet list'd to com])ose new songs, 
th(‘>’ used to Itecomc* xerx’ currt'id in tht* Ashram. 
Tlie Jkiet liimst'lf used to teach some of thest* 
songs for some festixe occasion and th(\v would 
be tht' cra/t' of the Ashram. From every corner 
you xvould hear thost' nexv songs till another set 
of nexv songs came aiid thrt'w tht* eaidit'r ones to 
Iht' batdvground. Thus the atmos])hei‘e wxis sur- 
chai'gt'd with exa*r ni'xv melodies and that w'as be- 
cause tht' Pot't was continuously comiiosing songs. 
The Tkiet list'd to gather somt' studt'uts at 
Uttarayan anti rt'ad out his latt'st play or short 
stt)ry. Some of his latei- dance-tlramas used to 
be dirt'clt'd b> the Poet, personally : after a gotid 
(It'al of reht'arsal, thex’ wt're pul tin lioards which 
attraett'd a numlier of visitors from Ualcutta. 
1 saw the PtxT ])t'rst)nally coaching girl stutleiits 
for some danct* ])ei-formances. W'e hatl dance 
teacht'rs from Maniimr and frtnn Kerala ; music 
mastei’s wert* sent to Intlonesia to stutly the 
dance art in that ctaintry. Thus new plays and 
nexv tlance dramas w'ere holding the field and 
making us fetd that the cultural life there W'as 
oxer frtvsh and green. The floor decorations xvith 
Alirina also became a cra/.e there and the peoplt* 
tnok a lot of pains in decorating wu'th new^ 
designs every time. Some years ago the Poet 
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liirnself was taking part in the dramas, but during 
my time, because of his age, he was only 
(iirecling them. Occasionally he went u]) on 
lhe stage to recite in his beautitul sing-sung 
way some of his new poems. I remeinber lie 
came in pure yellow robes at Httarayan to recite 
ins i)oems on Nataraj before a ver\’ large gather- 
ing ol’ teachers and students and outsiders. 

In the last year of m\’ stay in Santiniketan, 
the \’ery idea that I had to leave soon depressed 
me. The atmos|)here was so ennol)ling that 1 
dreaded the impending de])rivation of il. Santi- 
irkidan became \er\’ dear to me and 1 became 
more and more ait.aclied to it as the time of my 
de])arture iii)proached. I w(mt to S('e the Poet 
1)(d‘ore I left. It was a hot mid-day in Apial 
l')27. The Poet was seated in an (risy-chair 
eml was writing. With great tiT't)idal ion 1 W(mt 
near him, touched his f(‘et and told him that I was 
r.oing awa\' after cornideting ni\' ce,urs(^ in Siksha 
bha\'am The askoHl me what 1 intended to 

do and 1 told him I had t(» look after my prop(M-- 
ii(s. At that time, my l)rother was getting mor(^ 
and more attacdied to IIh^ l)hilosoph\’ ot Si’i Aui’o- 
l.iiido. Th(^ Poet wislu'd me well and 1 left Santi 
idkadan with a hea\\’ heart, with almost t(rn*s in 
ni\' (\\-es. 

Tlnn-eafter, 1 \'isit<al tht‘ Ashiaim oniy four 
lime-'. Wh(m I went theio' last 1 roamed about 
th(^ familiar suri’oiindings which ha\a.‘ changaal 
with the advent of the tbnvej\si;y. Put 
wathoiit the insjdring r)res(mce of the Poet, the 
place ]ook(al lik(' a lyric which Inid lost its 
music. The trees are there, th(‘ a\a_‘nues too, 
some of the old buildings are now' sin’roiinded 
fiy some new ones ; some new relorms have 
laam introduced. It. looks like a new Santi- 
niketan with memories of the old tim(^s enve- 
lo])ing it. At different periods the Poet lived 


in the many buildings theia^ ; they are all hol>' 
places liabowed by his foot-pj'ints. Pven when 1 
was theua nian\’ iieoide \dsited Santiniketan, 
both foreign and Indian. It is ccrtainl\^ a pilgri- 
}nag(‘ cmitre. 

Jn IPdo I admitted my nephew' there and 1 
saw the Poet too. lie rtmiiiuhal nu' ot the p]’o- 
mise of a donation from tlu‘ Maharaja of daipore 
and also another pi'omise by tlu' Mahai’aja of 
J’ithapurani of a pair of bulls and a carl. On m\' 
lad urn, 1 nnd t h<^ Idewan of rlai])or(^ at Waltair 
and reminded him about tin' Maharaja s promise' 
to Ptabindranal h. 

In 19d)7, when I becalm* a Minister in Sri 
Jbi.iagoiialacliari’s cafiinet in Madras, 1 sent a 
te'legrarn to Rabindranath at Santiniketan seeking 
his l)l('ssings. ffhe Poet w'as gracious enough to 
se'iid me his good w'islu's. In Se'ptamiber PJ2)7, 1 
saw' tln^ ]*oet at OaUaitta. I pre'si'uted the Poet 
with a che'epK' foJ‘ Rs. 1 ,bP(), a donation which 
1 got, from a frie'iid in R-amiiad District. The 
INK't, was hajip.v to I'e'ceive' me as a Oongress 
Ministm-, with the remarks “what a shanu' W'(' 
do not ha\ e a ( kaiiip'ecss ( loxan’iinuml in lU'ngal !" 
Jamil) Pa/lul llmj was tln'ii tlu' (’hi(‘l‘ Minislc'r ol 
Rn'Ugal. 

On the da\' Oiiriidew passe'd awax', W(' In'ard 
the* nexx's oxs'r the' radio in 1 iriichii’apalli jail. 
\\'(‘ lu'ld a enii(lolmu‘(' nn'e'ting xvhich I addrx‘SS(‘d. 
Sri Rajagopa.l ichari and ot hen's w'e‘re‘ also there. 

P-ooking back, I am camse'ious of the g:i'eat. 
benefit I de-rb/enl by my sfax' at SanlinikeJan anel 
elrew inspiiration from dkagore’s i)e'rsona)it y, his 
mes-age* aiiel his waitings. The'se' xve're' file 
])ig'g;e*st lae'tors xx'liich moulele'el my outlook ein liter 
I |)ray that 1 may' continue' to draw inspiratiem 
fi'orn that e'mbodime'iit ol l.uxaiitx' and leixn*. 
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Rabindranath Tagore 

DR. S. SAMFURNANANDA 


J fii’st met lLa})i liabu, as most of us afi'ec- 
tioiiatc'ly rotor to him, in Aug’ust 11)21. I was 
staying at Shan tin ikotan for a week with Pandit 
fkinarsi Das ( 'haturvodi ami Ptev. C. F. Androws 
introdui'od mo to the (iurudo\'a. lie spoke a few 
kind woixts to mo. A humble individual like me 
eoidd Jiot oxijoot moi’o. l>ut somehow the Poet 
j'etained a plae(‘ for me in his K^-at heart. A few 
y(‘a]‘s later, ho sent me a set of his books, 
autoy;i-a])h(Ml by himself. 1 ^dso had the ])rivilege 
of hearing- one of his sermons. It is needless 
to sa\' that the memory of his saintl\’ li^'ure 
and his inspiring words is still grroen. But 
it is equally necKlless to say that such a brief 
aetiuaintanco docss not entitle mo t-o speak about 
him with any pi'otension to authority nor does the 
faot tlmt I have read a few of his works, one or 
two in the original Bengali, entitle me to make 
aJiy serious attorn])! tn do so. 

There ai‘o soliolars, both in India and abroad, 
who ha\o made a lilV'-long study of his speeches 
and w ritings. After all, such men do not belong 
to one country and the literatui'e they create ))e- 
longs to all men and ^dl times. Pamnuttnia, the 
( 'osmic Spirit, which permeates and, at the same 
time, li'ansconds everything, unfolds Himself in 
a m\'riad ways. The hopes aiid aspirations, the 
joys and sorrows, the yearnings and dim ])ercep- 
(ions of Truth, experienced by living things, gods 
and men and the voice-less wa.)rld of sub-human 
lilVy are all Plis experiences. And sometimes, 
at long intervals, there comes upon the scene a 
)n‘('at poet, who clothes Avith Avords this inner 
world of thought and feeling, lie then, not 
oidy, ro\o.als humanity to itself but brings to 
it an aAvarenoss of its essential kinship AAuth all 
that exists. The fact of this kinship, this bond 
of sym])athy AA’hich holds us together inspite of 
a ljundrcMl distractions created by our petty loves 
and hatj'eds, is often taught and often forgotten. 
But the Pnv of the jungle is not allowed complete- 
ly to undo the Avork of the prophets : one sage 
folloAAs another and the torch is kept burning 


aloft, or this race of prophets was Ptabi Ikibu : 
he brought to us the eternid, ever-old and yei 
ever new, message of tPie world of the spirit, 
which knows no distinctions of race, caste, sex 
() 1 ‘ ci'ced. The Fastern world lay at the fe(T oi 
the West and was struggling to Avin ])olitical 
independtnice and economic security. There 
schemed to be struggle and coidlict ad around but 
Ptabindranath Tagore s|)oke, and wans listened 
to, both by East and West. The anguish which 
his sensitiAX" soul could not but feel for dowm 
ti'odden humanity shamed even the aggressor and 
inspired the fighter for human rights with a 
coui'age w hich ];)at,riotisni alone was not compe- 
tent to create. The struggle A\'as at once lifted 
to a higher i)lane and became a ])hase of the Deva- 
,snr(( sangranra, the eternal tight of tlie powers of 
light and the dark elemental Ibi’ces oi’ the neth(u- 
world of the spirit. 

A poet is not a more ex])ert phdiogiaipher : 
he does not meixdy reproduce wdiat is in the hearts 
of men. Pie shares, even ihough partially, the 
knoAvledge oP Iteality which is the characterisl.ie 
of Innntra. It is significant that God is cidled 
Kari in’Vedic literature ; Kavi, meaning not onl\ 
a poet, a wu’iter of verse, but an ArDst. The 
imiverse-to-be comes to his mind as a Thought, 
wthich then translates itself as the multiplicity 
of names and forms wdiich is this Avorld. This 
Thought, this imiverse-in-embryo, is before Him 
in an eternal Present. Ho comprehends it, He 
is atone with it, at everg moment. The 
Yogi shares God's knowledge in Samodhi. The 
true Artist also, at the moment AA'hen he is mosi 
truly himself, AA^hen he contemplates Nature-in- 
itself without taking the help of his everyday self 
of likes, dislikes, fancies and prepossessions, 
attains at least partial atonement Avith God and 
gets a glimpse of the Reality A\^hich no amount of 
book-lore can ever give. This is the source of his 
inspiration. Pie has come face to face AAuth the 
Logos^ which is not only the fountain-head of 
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words but Light and Power. That Labi Eabu 
was a true Kavi, a great Artist, in this sense 
needs no elaboration. His message did not 
proceed from the intellect, when you heard or 
read him, spirit spoke directly to spirit. 

India had the rare good tortune of having 
two of h(‘r great sons living at tlie same time and 
the woiid shared this good fortune with her. 
Gandhi.ji, a MaJiatnui, if ever there was one, was 
with us at the time Tagore was inspiring us wilh 
[lis i)oetry. And he was also inspiring us, in 
his own way. The two men were the anti- 
thesis or, one had rather say, coniplementar\' 
to each other. Both appealed to the spiritual in 
[Han, the words of both carried a message of 
h()p(\ of trust, of uplift. ‘But the approaches 
iVei-e dilTerent ; while Rabi Babu touched the 
iesthetic in man, sublimat ing his emotions and 
broadening his sympathies, Gandhiji quickened 
the S])irit of TifU(fa 'and Tapasjfa, sell'-sacrific(» and 
lustcnaty which is inherent in all meji. Tagore 
showed that men must rise aboxe tiieir petty 
selves if they are to realise th(' True, the Good, 
:he Beautiful, (hindhiji pointed out the path to 
JU(‘ii realization and made it clear that one can 

jdjove lii.^ petty self by sacrilicing himself for 
)thers, thus identifying hms(df with the Higher 
self, which en\’elo])es and includes all selves. 
To i)ut t he idea in language which must be crude. 


Tagore l)i‘ought to us the message of that .P>eaut\' 
which lies behind this di'ab world of indi\’idualism 
and isolation and self-interest, Gandhiji brought 
to us the technique of realizaiion : lie showed us 
how by living and if need lie by dying, for a noble 
idt‘al, elfacing one’s identity }>>’ identifying one’s 
sell with sonudhing liigher, greaier, in this case, 
the motluu’land, one glimpses that Iteauty in 
which duidity ceascss to exist, at lc‘ast for a time. 
P>y his ajjotheosis of Tiaith and Non-Viokuice, la^ 
made us tread t lu' path ol‘ self-in\ ited sntfcn’ing, 
willingly I)orne ^va'thout jirotest. This was the 
tii‘e which burnt iq) the di’oss and conxerted ordi- 
nary men and women into heroics and niai’tyi’s. 

A great iiersonality tike Rabi Babu reveals a 
hundnHl facets and 1 do not feel com[)etent to 
deal with even one of them iideciuaUdy. All that 
1 can do is to offer my humble tribut(‘ of 
liomage to the ik)et, the Sage and Sei'r, who 
interpi'eted India’s Soul to lua* wli(m sh(‘ was on 
tfie point of losing it. through the inijiact of 
W(sstern cixa’lizat ion and again lu’ought to hei' 
that message whch had been handed down, for 
countless centuries, IVom Seer to Seer, ddiat 
m(‘ssag(‘ was first i)roclaim(‘d in India ))ut its 
cleansing breath jHirilied all whom it touched and 
humanity was I'icher foi* all time for what Tagore 
has left it in the form of his deathless verse. 


DcliiU'i iUh ( IS uol loi lilt' ill I (11 n iJt'iti //t>n, 

1 Ice! lilt' ('nil)itii (- , / |l(■i i^^'lll ill it llu'iisitnd 
ho It (Is of tiilioli\. 

\o I will iiCi'i'i sliii/ l/ii (i\>('rs ('/ iiiv st'nsi's. 

Tilt' ili'hvhl Mijhl iiitil hi .ii iii'.i .iiiil loiti li \oill 
ho. 1 1 iiiv ihiorlif. 





Writing for the S])ecial Tagore Number of 
CdlcHttd jMuHici])dl (idzetfr, the mind gxves 
back to another special number it issued in com- 
memoration o(‘ our Independence (1917), which 
included a repriid of th(‘ magnificent spur water- 
colour by Gaganendranath Tagoi’e depicting; Rabin- 
dranath at the (kdeutta (-ongress of 1917, reading 
his great com])osi1ion on “India’s Prayer’k T.he 
Poet, in his flowing robes and facing an enormous 
and eager’ audience, in the electric atmosphere of 
a momentous (kmgix'ss session, represented, in 
this i)ainting, as he ahvays did in his stupendous 
life, the sei’enity and the strength ot our India. 
If evei’ there has been a man of letters who wais 
also, on any comjiutation, a hero of history, that 
mantle \vas \^'orn b\' Rabindranath Tagore. To 
him, in this year ot the centenary of his birth, we 
cdl ])ay honiag(‘ and (kilcutta, fallen on evil days, 
allirms her prid(‘ in her greatest son. 

This (hty of onrs has not had a histoiw to 
nirdve \ery much of a song about. In a land 
where Pnrushapura and Pa talijnitra, not to speak 
of th(‘ amazing old cities of the India's Valley 
cultui’e period, Calcutta is little more than a 
/Hirdicinf, the product of an uneasy liaison between 
native feudality and a foi’eign imrierialism. Ilow'- 
cvei’, tills Git\^ of contradictories — “palace, byre, 
lio’v'cl, j)o\ erty and pride, side by side”^ — is spiri- 
tually also a monument at once to our shame and 
our boast, t he shame of sub.jection to the foreigner 
and the lioast o(‘ being the nursery and also the 
biggest liastion of our struggle for IVeedom. 
Though the roll of hei’ history, (Calcutta of ours 
is no me^an city if she had given nothing to the 
waji’ld but Rabindranath 'fagore, she would have 
been sure of a iilace among the elect in the hermits 
of men. 

A hundrcsl years ago, on the twenty-fifth of 
Vaisakh, the fii’st month in our calendar, this 
g:reat man was boiai in Calcutta. As his remini- 
scences irf ((^vd li-sdi irif i") indicate, his gnaiwing- 
u]) was siunething of a miracle life in the great 
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Jorasanko house was, in some waiys, a groove, aiul 
in others, an emancijiation. If Rabindranath had 
chosen to find his abode in an i\'ory tower, id 
w^hich transition was not too ditlicult from 
Jorasaid\o, if, with the facility of a precocious 
poet he had sought easy beatitude in isolation 
from his fellow-men and in cunbalmed leisurm 
there would have been little reason for surprise. 

Our country, and the Avorld, how'ever, was 
happily spared that tremendous deiirivatioii, 
Rooted in his native Bengal, nurtured in tlic 
siiiritual opulence of a more sophisticated India, 
one of the woi’ld’s gi’eatiast inter-nationalisl s 
j’esponding superbly to the processes of thouglil 
and action in a quick-changing epoch, Rabindra 
nath out-soared the shadow of the many contra 
dictions that liedevilled Indian life and who in hi- 
time and achie\ ed a ]")oise and ].)Ower that, in tlic 
history of man, is nearly unique. 

There is no end to what can^be said aboid 
this mxu’iad-minded man, and one must be content 
with th(‘ little that can comj)rise the short spart | 
of an article. Let us in Calcutta, si)ecially, recall I 
how Ralnndranath, from early boyhood, aclicil 
for his peo])k‘, and like Keats, felt thc' niiserc nC 
the w’orld. ; 

Is misery, and will not let them I’est does not j 
rememfier his references, half wist ful, half x ionio. | 
to meet ings he att cuidi'd as a nau’e lioy, vowinc j 
fidelity to the motherland and unceasing labour; 
for her freedom, the mysterious conclava' presided | 
over by the fiery and loxable Ra.jnarayan Bose : 
It was in the Tagore house t hat the idea of u | 
Hindu nieki was born (IcSOT) wdien Ralnndra n:d Ii j 
was a child of six, and it is remarkable that in tlm ; 
ninth annual festixud of the organization, who: c | 
object was the awakening of national feeling m \ 
our country, he made his first pulilic appearener | 
as a ])oet and recited one of his own compositiom^ \ 
when in his teens, he was agonized by tkr' ? 
‘politics of beggary” that prevailed in his days. ^ 
and in his songs he inveighed against it. But m | 
spite of its limitations, the idea of the Indini | 
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.ilioiial C-ongress appealed to his sentinienis, and 
;.i,>n its Second Session (1886) was held in 
; liriitta, the poet then just turned twentylive, 
;iio the oi)eniug song which he had himsell* 

^ niposed. When ten y(‘ars later (18i)()) tlun'e 
, ,s h(dd cinother Congress Session in (’alcutta, 
laiimidranath sat to music Jlankim Chandra 
( iiatierjee's Mdfin'd ni hymn (wr'tten in 

|;;s2) and sang il himself at its meeting. 

lie was allergic, howe\’er, to what he had 
. tiled the i)olilics of “petitions and supplicad ions" 

; iid it \N'as when the / movement l)urst 

P.engal in all its gioi’y that, he was out again 
i), the very midst of his ])eople, sharing theii* 
tn-onicss and their (‘cstasi(av himself joining demo- 
iioslrat ions (as on tins great Udklilhiaulho n day, 
()(d()])tn' 2>0, of 005), giving dc'e)) tiioughts to 
|H‘ohlenis relatix'e to tin* lifi‘ and labour of our 
})(M>ple and (sxpi’essing such thought magni- 
tie(Mitl>’ in (essays like in the oik* on S ir(i<l(\sh t 
Soinaj, and ])ei‘haps :d) 0 \e all, writing songs 
of ])ati‘iotism that. (W(‘r now tear th(‘ heart- 
-driiigs that glow with ])at]d(.)tism of the deeisest 
dsi' and iHire of the dress beast little taint o( 
r}i:ii!(a.M‘ism, that oiua l‘or a fact, without a ])arallel 
in the liteiaitui'e of the woidd. Think of “La 
Tlarseillaise'’ or Stiakespeare’s “this sceptred isle, 
lids rov’al thieme of kings", and \'ou wdd s(‘e the 
(ldf(n‘ence : UabindranatlTs vvas the patriotism of 
a i)eo])l(' that .had come down indceal IVom its high 
|ie(lcstal in the past but whose culture resisted 
the chea]) allurennmts oi‘ easy chaiicerism, 

hdie tana’orist scaiuel oi‘ the Swadeshi rnove- 
nient rather I’epelUal him, laid that was onl\’ 
iiecause he thought it was the fiaistrated and 
Midiv idualistic ])olitics of d(es])eration, courage' 
<ais no doubt l)ut in the largca* sense pointless 
and futile. For tin' d('ath'd(‘f\ing heroism ot 
nidividiial teiu'oiasts, he had nothing but the 
'lighest admiratiem : in so far, as they g’ave 
2 ' ; l)nck oui* sense of manliood, they were, the ])oet 
’ ‘11 Ivinwv, the salt of the Indian earth. Ihit the 
i''»litics of those dav’S, so-called “moderates and 
s'vtremists" ])ursuing each other, and the jinest 
1 Fengars youth driven by futility to insen- 
dv heroism, were too much foi* the poet. He 
ann' 1,0 know^ also a good deal more than he 
■ sd bargained for, of the pettiness ot i^rofes- 
eonid poiticians. It is no surprise that he 


withdrew sonnwvhat into his shell — not itito in- 
activity, however, for this wais the ])eriod when 
h(‘ wu'ote those gems of song which, in tlie 
English (itiuujuli, for instance, in spite of the 
Itengali musc^ olhen refusing: to yic'ld h('i‘ secret 
in foreign lialhlirnents, bi'ought hirn the i)laudits 
of the w'orld and his country the boost of which 
Indian nationalism stood so much in need. 

itabindranath had rnoi'e tlni]! his share of" the 
calumny and vit ui)(‘rat ion which, in a countr.v 
degraded l)y years of sul)jection has been the 
l.)oi‘tion of all remarkal)le and creative ix'ople, 
(huite apart fj’om th(- few^ ins{'nsii i\'e critics who 
maligned liis liti'i’ary works there were even 
some mean enough to suggest maliciousl.v that 
his J((ii(i-(f(i iiroudly acclaimed as free 
India's National Anth('m, was widtten in order 
to glorify the rule of Jh'itsiin ; that the accu- 
sation was egregious and ludicrous at tiie same 
time did not deter his calumniators from fling- 
ing shovelful of mud in the hope that some of 
it at least wa")uld stick. A g.i’ateful country, 
howevei', has given the verdict, homage for 
Tagorc' and withering contem])t for the calum- 
niators. 

During the dark da.vs of World VVai' 1 our 
poet, word from country to countr.v ])reaching 
India's age-old message, the nn'ssage of peace 
among nat ions and goodwill among men. It need- 
ed great courag:e which the poet had in plenty, 
t(.) ])oint out the evils of exaggerated nationa- 
lism in a country like Japan which was blatant 
])y natiomdistic. Wlnm in the United States of 
America, where in many ways he felt thoroughly 
uncondOrtable, he was pilloriisd tor Ix'ing anti- 
llritish, though he s])ok(^ in strains that were 
always i)erf('ctly in tune with his internation- 
alism. As ever, of course, lie tV'lt in the 
marrow^ of his bones the woes of India's sub- 
iection, and when in Ajiril H)lb there look place 
the massacre at Jaliaiwvala Bagh, it was Rabin- 
dranath Tagore who discarded his Knighthood 
and wrote to the tln'ii British Viceroy, Lord 
(Jielmsford, a historic letter which elociuently 
■exjiressed the outraged feedings of the entire 
country. At Boliiur Shantiniketan, Tagore set 
ui) the Institution of his dreams, “wdiere the 
world liocomes a single nest” VisvahlKt ni t i. But 
the fire that was in him of the proud Indian 
patriot never dimmed. 
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i' tfl .1 ill : ,,f lh,. clMSCSt fl-icnd- 

'‘'i’.l (..'I Ml 111 I I I , I })l- h.J'llMst pDSsilllc 

iivl (Ill III,. n,"AC|- 

ri\ '- .nil'.- 1-1 In, ilili'i I■(■n^•(■ i,r view 
' .-il I M ill riiii(l:iniciital. He 

'iHitr’ a-.'! 1 '.. v,|.i| i.vii.-it he (lioii;.'h 1 the 

'M'lii-rl,- II! Mull ri,-i,|,i-rai inn (lie (■(Tin 

I'liniiii;. -■! |.,r.-|...ii ,|,,iii Mile, I (n him 

' '""i mmI; : < l.iiiilhi il';; |)>■omi^;(■ df 

""I'll 'I'lUliiii iiinlil h,-; ii (iiily (||;. iicojilc 

Imi'M'ii III.' ( IkiiI.h aiiiicarcd (o (ha 
^ ■' ■' I' l M" I, .I- |r..|■l^lMl wliich '.'..'as naildicr 

d.i'Mifii d 1,1 r <■()', .r(i-a(M lie did mil 

‘ ‘‘ lit ;ii 1 m 1 :i 1 !\ (1 is;i j )) ) rf )\i ni.‘‘ of 

‘ ' '''■'•! il'l I'M) mf ihc l!ih;ir li(jii:ikr of 

^ ^ ^ ' M 1 I •’ ! 1 1 1 i . j 1 1 i H '1 1 1 i ' ))■ 1 1 n • s ; ns ( ) I I » i }i;i ris. 

f ' i"»l V 1 1 ksl ;(ii(iiii,L’\ ( i iiru(l<‘\'a and Um* 

'''''I''' radolisinj': lla* l.x'sl 

l.'iti'l ;iii(( i1 \''as (»iily a | >| )roj irial <* llial 
(laitdfiiii hi'Mlim hi-, historic fast 

d\- fp-. Mdo to yivr liiii) t},(. 

^ tfl ainj |fi(‘ ,s()|:i( • (»( f|iM; i^'.^aait 

I'. , .la w a hai'l.'d .Valii'ii has said (fiat 
'' *"''■ 1"' li'i" li\ ad and \M I'kad in ( ha shadiiw 

■'^lalial Mia. Ii.. ha, fall s| li rd i la I ly iiaarci- 
lai'iirc, i.i],,. hi.iiiiinaiil hail). -in Iraa, 

^‘''-’■'•a lia,: cixcM , hada and s ||.,( iic,. (,, his 
I;'"''!'' ^■•||■.v^a. taiii|iars. I.ik,. .law aliarlal. 

’ ‘ liaiidra |;..s.a in main \va,\-s cmd rai’t 

*" ^ 1 "' (I'llliiT. iia'^rr laakad Iha I ilas.si 1 11’ (i(' (|(,. 

■rayiii-a in mamm-aMa la((ar, fnjlad 

li"" liaiif'iii'.a iini|is|iii!ad laidai- aiid want 
I'i '■■'ll. la |a,\ (ha l(imid i(iun (iC ]\la}ia- 

;.'d 1 S.td.’iii. 


I •‘p 1- Mo sj);ii.o hioro ot' I'ct crriny to tin' 

I’aal ' (iralass I’ili’i-im-iaa f,.,,,!! caimli'y (a 
I" Ilia I'iast .-ind Ilia Wast, 1,||( ,| a, Kid 
la |■aaa!l dial M iissmI m i . Idisai.sl dialalar nf Italy, 
*''"1 1'.' I''! a (irali iiaa:- inaiiaai'd la saanra soma 

'aid- ”1 |i|;iisa Irmii ilia I’nal. lint whan, nil 
>1"' 'ail I'aal- fmin Wniiiain linllalid, 
"idldl-aw wh;,! tia hiil said liafnl-a, Iha 
't‘‘'tptol-n iripol- iiy'i, ii'llrlKl W’ I’o t l ■ O f ' h.' j yol'( ‘ 

■P' lilU'll'oUS ,1 lil lMSlI|*pol*t;dh(‘ fcllMw" 

th.' dish* 'MO ;1 1hirliitVo w hoiM tlu' idiocy of 
"tipf- pi-oiisMod to tli(' ststur.' of prr'itiioss”. 

;ii: AnioiscsM ni!it-i:d nskod dk.port' if 
‘ip P'pdd rt'iid Siiid wt’itc. an incident wliich 
^‘'■'pp' tilt' iHH't canct'l liis \ isit to r.s. rniv(‘i'- 
Mtn'd. \o ]Hi,y in ]ii^tor>' has. in his life tinu', 


won so much acclaim in dissimilar lands, 
h(‘ also had his hi] of abuse — some early 
rnirei’s lile Kzra Pound turnin^j: bitterly ( 
cal and this indeed is a tribute to the 
lit y of his message. 

Kve]'yon(' knows of his ‘‘Letters from Ru.'> 
(Ib.ld) o1 which the Lnglish translation 
banned by the Lritish (iovtuairnent. 

hat stup(Midons heroism” he felt a 
Sovah Russia ; ‘‘if I had kept aw^ay from 
wa.rld's greaP'st and most historical Lest 
i^ojud) 1 could ne\('r ha\e forgiven mys’. 
tM-om iRissia in IPdO, ho sent a message to I 
b' pi'epare jor greater f)i‘d(.>als — it was the jk' 
<d Candhi's si'cond great mo\a‘rn('nt for freei 
and said : W(' bt'Iong, to lie sina:', to 

hmiiriw' and helpless of tin* woidd”. 

I here \sa-: a m'w exiiilai’at ion and strer 
iu all that dagoia* wrote. and did aft(n’ DMt] 
)'pma I'ka f )!(' thinp; wdn.'ii one remtanlH'rs tliat 
was then m'arly s('\(‘nty. Ilis Noici* was ra: 
more nobly for Indian fia'islom and th(‘ freec 
<'l all tli(' world-- another voice' in the' wa 
ol aid wais raise'd so nn(.'(nnA’ocall\- against 1 
( i'-un which, Ix'twcen tin' two wao'ld waai’s, moi 
and nx'naced ci\ ili/at ion. Stung liy imr»eria 
ndanc>' in India the great man cri(‘d out 
P)‘‘,p to the (lod of his faith 

Jhiiu ifo// I'oi-fiirrif po/so/i 

iKun' <i/)‘ (nid hJof out ifou)' Ilf 

( OH )/oH O/I'i iJu >U jfOHj’ Ion ? 

And among the lavst w’ork of his last fwe ye 
(Ihf’G-M) ai'e iioerns like' “To Africa”, w’h 
to-day S(‘(*m so poignantlx' tiaie and de'e'jilv nmvi 
Im among tin' w’oidd's gia^at me/n has castiga 
with ddagoi’c's /as7e/-like wi’ath, the' fend misdei 
ol a\()id Imjieiaalism in Africa : 

II Jfosi tic rcc H( ss H'os I'noK }' ihau ilu' 
fdufis of Hour irolr 

II }ios( jO'/'li /I'm hlnidc/i (l/nu //o/iy 

• J((jhtU cs fo}-('y 

Onr myriael-minelcd Poet was, indeeel, Indi 
organ-\ oici', and not only India’s hut ed’ the C( 
se ie'iK’e' and se‘nsiti\dty of the whole ^\■ieie weii 
Ilis is, indee'd. a name to re'seinnel through ag 
a nanu' that our (’it\' ot (kdcutta is e\a‘r yo ]U'o 
to edas]) to herselt. \\ hat the' future has 
store' lor ( aleaitta se'ems these days somewd 
doubtful, hut the name of Tageare and the pi 
fume of Ids fame wa’ll last as long as lirea 
endure.s. 



Rabindranath 

A legend and a sijmhol 
SrDHANSU MOHAN HANKRJEK 


ON lilt' last day of the last month of tlu' last 
a ])oet saii,n' : — 

niornin.y: waits liehind tho jiationt 
dark of the Kasl, Meek and silent. 
K('(‘p waleh, India. 

rii'ing- your otfin’iny's of worship for that 

sacred siinrisi'. 
Let the first hymn of its wchcome sound in 

v’our \()ice and sing 
Lome, Peace, thou daug’hler of (iod’s own 

gi'eat sutfi'i'ing. 
Lome with thy tia'asuia' of contentmeut, 
tile swoixl of fortitiuk'. 

And meekness crowning thy foiehead. 

l>e nt)t ashamed, my brothers, to stand 
before the jiroud and the powerful 
With taiur white robe of simpkmess. 

L-(d your crown lie of humility, \'our 
tieedom the freedom of the sold. 
Puild God’s throne dail\’ uiion th(' anpik' 
bareness of \'oui' ])overt\' 
And know that what is huge is not great 
and iiride is not e\(‘rlasting.” 

These simiile words bi’eathing the taith and 
:i‘e f)f a free soul Were uttma'd l)\' a man ot lelb'i's 
ho wais still conipariti\'ely — unknowm in his own 
nd and was \a t to burst on th(' bigger caiwas. 
was almost the last lint's of a leg;ac\' which tine 
nietiH'idh Lentury l)t‘<|ueathed to th(‘ Twentieth 
India. The orach' thi’ough wTiom this messagt' 
is radiat('d was T\:d)indranath Tagcire whom th(' 
'I’ld cairn- subsequently to know as a ixoet and a 
'•or)h(T, as an artist and a philosopln'r, as a erea- 
e sta'r and an apostle of international undm*- 
riding. The Archbisho]) ot I^ji-'ala inti'oducing 
nn before the Swedish Academy said “ l Ik* 
'•bol ])ri/e for literature' is intended for the 
ritor wdio condtiners in Idmstdf the ai’tist and the 
rojihet. None has fultilled thtse conditions 



bettt'r than Ualiindranat li Tagore." ^t't mis- 
gi\ing:s wa‘i*e mair\' at the tinu'. A papc'r on the 
otlu'i* side of the Atlantic wrote : "It will take 
time I'or us to accommodati' oiirseKa's to llu' id('a 
that an>' one calk'd Raliindi’anat h Tagori' slioukl 
recei\a‘ a world prizi' for liti rat lire, Tlu' nanu' 
has a curious sound. The first tinu' wo saw it in 
print it did not si'csm la'al." It was o])c'nl\' hinti'd 
also that lhance William of Swt'dt'ii who had 
\ isited the 'Tagores earlii'r and was coin iiu'i'd of 
tlu' ‘p‘>(‘Ls loathing ol‘ I British rule' was r('S])oie 
siblt' for this award and pi'opk op('nl\' ri'cnlled 
tint th(' otlu'r compi'titors that xear weia* 'Thomas 
llard\’ and Anatole I'h-ancc' and that tlu' Nolx'l 
(’ommittee had not had tlu' lime to award tlu' 
jirize to 'Tolstoy, Zola or St rindl)('rg. Writing 
many years lat(‘r an Taiglish comnu'idator of a 

'Jdigore X'olunu' wroti'- 

“In P.tl l vvlieii Mr. ^('ats found that 1h(' 
prose translations of tlu' poet's (litanjali liad 
stirred his blood as notliing had tor >oars, lu' 
could not helj) regrtdtiiig that he knew notliing 
of their author's lif(' nor of th(' nio\ i'MK'iit s tliaf 
tiad made tlic'rn possible. Scarc(‘l\' had an\’ om* 
at lint time, outside* Ik'iigal, heard e\('n tin* nauK* 
of th(‘ j)oet-philosopher. dd)da\' th(' cas(' is very 
ditfeiH'iit ; his name is g:r('('t('d w it h <‘iit husiasm, 
w'onder and I'everenct' in almost vwvy part of ih(' 
eix'ilized woidd, and pictius's ol him aie* to Ix' 
found in thousands of fionu's. In most ol 1 he* 
great cities of l)oth h(‘mis|)hi'r('S sui-ging crowds 
ti:'.\(‘ be( n held spelTbound b\' the nielod.c ol‘ his 
\oi('(‘, (wen when the.N' did not. undi'rstaiid 1 tu' 
langu-ig(‘ of liis adie/sse'-- or lU'cilM lions ; larju'r 
numbers V)a\'(‘ b(‘('n lascinati'd by his rehned and 
well chiselled lineaiTK'iits, w'hich tondlnr with 
his sihc'r locks. Ids flowing beai’d, his (‘\’(‘S lull f)f 
mystic ins]>iration, and his long and loosx' rolx's, 
ha\e recalled to thei) minds the \dsion of e iiro- 
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phet of ejiulea or of a seer of ancient India. No 
poet, ancient, or modern, has l)een received during: 
his lil’e time with the fionour and respect with 
which Dr. Tagore has been greeted, whether in 
the West or in the Ifast, and there is scarcely any 
cultivated language into which some, at least, of 
his works have not been translated.’' 

So here was a poet of the East whom the 
West acce])ted with mixed feelings. Was he a 
])roducf of th(' West ? Was lie a product of the 
assimilat ive forces at work or was he merely the 
East S|)eaking to the West ? Did the W^est 
acce])t him merc'lv' as a i)oet, as a literary man, 
as a writer of short stories and novels or was he 
more accei)t.ed as a jjhilosopluu’, a prophet, a pre- 
acher for the under-dog and the have-nots ? , 

Ilis very last words on the ‘‘Crisis of Civiliza- 
tion’’ still ring in our ears. “As 1 look around, I 
see the crumbling ruins of a ])roud civilization 
strewn like a vast heap of futility. And yet I 
shall not commit the grievous sin of losing- 
faith in man. 1 would rather look forward to 
the oi)ening of a new chapter in history.” 
The poet had always claimed a rapproach- 
ment not only between East and West but. 
between its materialistic development. and 
technological oi'der and its spiritual aesthetic 
und artistic exi)eriment. How did this happen 
and why ? For an answer, even if partial, 
for a true poet, is born and not made, Ave have 
to deh^e into the history of the Nineteenth Cen- 
tury Bengal, the pocd/s family environment, his 
great love for the iderds of the past cnupled with 
his catholicit\' of mind, (unotional re‘ceptiveness, 
his personal contMct with the West, its art, mind, 
literature and culture, its rationalistic approach, 
its scientific outlook, its s|)irit of quest and 
enquiry. Added to these fundamentals were the 
influences of an llpanishadic monism, Vaishnavic 
dualism, Buddhist way of life, an esoteric— idea- 
lism and a ixigan abandon. This curious amal- 
gam produced a rare I’efi-eshiiig vintage. It was 
a cocktail of many spirits but: fundamentally on 
a base which though autochthonous was a reva- 
luation of values. It idtimately took sha|)e in a 
philosophy of life whose best exposition was in 
the theme of the Divinity of Humanity and Huma- 
nity of Divinity. His Jivanclcvata, that ever-evolv- 
ing personality gradually merged himself in the 
Ibiiversal Man whose great prophet he Avas in the 


Hibbert Lectures. Whatever the mental process 
was, it was a saga of faith in humanity, whicl 
said in poetic terms — 1 believe in Man, I deny tin 
negat ion of Man. Critics would however say thai 
his pathetic belief in Man the great was not a be 
lief that Man was an end in himself. His con 
cej)t of Man was centred I'ound the theory that 
Man formed a part of tlu^ transcendental world 
That concept was bound to differ in spirit, though, 
not much in [)i-actice from that brand which 
arose from an ethical union, from a concept of 
society based on Axdues liberated from the tinn 
honoured spiritual })ondage. To-day’s humanisni 
Avon Id si)eak of a rediscovery of the essence of 
Man’s nature. It Avas not to believe but to ques- 
tion and ciniuire. Man was a focal ])oint there 
also but his reason Avas a biological heritage and 
not a nK'taphysical category. Tagore’s ai)proach 
to AA'orld problems AA-as considerably tinged b\ 
this specific outlook. It was in addition an ima- 
ginative and not a iiragmatic aiijiroach. That is 
Avhy perhaps he could not be as realistic as Gorky 
or Bernard ShaAv would be, or as analytic a 
Rollaiid or a Russell. He Avas guided more b\ 
heart and imagination than by intellect and ex- 
})erience. He sensed an invisible bond of life bet 
ween ciaxition and creator and even between an 
animate and an inanimate. This was an anathema 
to modern mind but to Tagore it was a living 
legend anc' symbol in the true Indian tradition. 
Alder all, e\er an atheist or an agnostic realizes 
that human mind is hungry for something deeper 
in terms of normal and spiritual development eras 
JaAvharlal Nehru points out — anything whicii 
raises man above his normal level, gives the 
human ])ersonality a neAv dimension of spiritual 
quality and moral depth. 

It Avas in the days Avhen his father Debendra- 
nath Avas mentally unhappy that Maharshi canu' 
across that famous text of the U])anishads in a 
torn leaf- — ‘God iiervades everything. It is by 
nmunciation that you can enjoy. Don’t br 
greedy- Don’t hanker after other’s wealth' 
That Avas the great M(n/fra which he got and tried 
to 1‘ealiso it in his life, in his own way. Wa ar< 
remind(‘d of Rabindranath’s oAvn description oi 
his father whim as a boy he acconqianied him 
Dalhousie. — “Stai's in the dark dim lit sky, faiid 
fficker of a misty dawn silhouetted in the back 
ground, Maharshi in deep meditation facing tin 
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seemed to be one with that serene atmcns- 
of calm and peace/’ 

n more than one sense his great son Ilabin- 
th was not merely a chip oJ‘ the old l)]ock but 
i real fulhlment of the Maliarshi in a more 
ual and aesthetic way. Maharshi got this 
)ic torch from Rammohon amd lie handed it 

0 his great son in an ins))! rational way. We 
Abanindranath’s story of two searchers. Jt 

1 blazing hot summer noon ; IVIaharshideva 

r)roceeding along Birbhum ui)lands in a 
(giin. The bcrarers had got. tii'ed. Tliey 
1 the palanquin at. a [Jarticular spot, 
rshideva found— before his e\'es, a vast* 
‘d expanse ol‘ a ]:)rairie like meadow, 

lo not know that he saw under the 
ding Chatim tree. Did ho see the one 

stood alone like a giant tree ? From his 

most deptii came the words which are 

bed on the multi-coloured glass temple 
1 h(^ erected there. “He is the comfort of 
fe, the solace of my mind, tiie ])eace of my 

The second searcher also stro\a‘ through 
and rhyme, through song and deed, for tiu^ 
synthesis— where the world would become 
lest and the abode of peace. "Shantiniketan 
dowered into an institution like Vis\'abha- 
.() study the Mind of Man in its realisation of 
'ent asilects of Truth from dixerse points of 
to seek to realise in a common fellowship 
luly the meeting of the Fast and the W’est — 
from all antagonism of rac'O. nationality, 
or caste and in the name of the one Supreme 
>• who is Shantam, Shivam, Adwaitam, the 
'eace, the All (lod and the One.” 

Thus the first significance of Shaiitiniketan 
the urge for an inner growth in a quiet 
onment which Maharshi had inspired. To 
ibindranath brouglit a variety, a colour, a 
lesis, a big canxas. ITe was laced with a 
jcal problem how to educate his own child iir 
nnosphere of love and lix ing. He \uid while 
nistering his estate, seen the imperat ive need 
only of a revitalised rural economy lint a 
balanced collective life also, coupled as it was 
the dead weight of a subject race which was 
ul to a sensitive soul like his. Tims the 
irshi/s eternal quest and endk^ss urge and 
(:ual longing were metamorphosed into a 
deal building up of not only boys and girls 


but also of men and women in a society where 
political i)Ower was nil, social adjustment difficult 
and economic stability precarious. With the 
evolution of Shanta'niketan and Sriniketan to 
VisxaJiharati it took a wider shape of interna- 
tional accord. That was its third stage in 
evolution. Hut there was a difference. This 
belief in internationalism did not m(‘an a sacrifice 
of the individual. Tagore never considered the 
individual as an automaton, an instrument in the 
hand of a party caucus or a proletariat or even an 
educational machine. An individual was a trans- 
foi'iner of matter and transmuter of exiierience. 

Against this bigger canvas we have to eva- 
luate his march into the arena of the twentieth 
century and his concept of ‘Religion of Man’ as it 
de\ eloped. It was essentially a poet’s evolution 
of a doctrine tliat was in seed there — it was 
the diviniiy of humanity and humanity of divi- 
nity as he ('xi)resst‘d himself in his famous 
Hibbert l/ectiires on the same subject. This 
idea of the humanity of our God or the divi- 
nitx' of l\'lan, the Eternal as ho himself tells us 
did not grow in his mind through any process of 
l)hilosoi)hical reasoning. Pkit in his mental com- 
liosition and intellectual poise several influences 
had worked from early boyliood of which first 
and foremost was the nineteenth century impact 
whicli his family had imbibed to which I have 
already drawn attention. 

Jn the history of modern India, the story of 
Nineteenth Century P>engal was more than signi- 
ticant. It was true that by the tenth Century we 
had achi(:V(H_l a deeper unity from sea to sea and 
land to land. From the snow capped Himalays 
dovx'n to Cape Comorin, from Kamrujia to Gujrat 
we would talk of the same Siva, Vishnu or Devi, 
the same law of Kai'ina, of the same Vedas and 
Upanishads. PIven the advent of such a dynamic 
i’orce as Islam immediatelx^ afterwards did not 
])ut this conceiit in reverse gear though it was 
only a federation of thought and social order 
and not. an active political concept. India ro- 
niained a g*eograi)hicrd name and her outward 
history did not go beyond the stage of racial 
and dynastic chronicles. The two hundred years 
of Mughal Rule, of course gave to the \\diole of 
Northern India and part of Deccan also one unity 
in official language, administrative system, cur- 
rency, coinage and a popular lingiui franca but 
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.'IS l)r. .l;i(liiiial h Sai'kai' h;i(l said that, liy t he J8th 
it was like a spani hijjJal. Just at 
ihi.^ tina* IIk' Wkst sti’uck tiidia with irrt'sistihla 
inijiact. What wara t fia rasuHs of this shake 
a politii^.'d (‘MiisaiJidalioii, .an (a'onomie re- 
■ tdj II" 1 niaiii , a ociMlopiaal tiphaa\ ak an intellae- 
Inal |]f)\v(‘}-inp, Jdiara was .'iprari.an rlissatisfae- 
lian too, 1\ pitied in indipn riots, Titu Ali.a’s i‘e\'olt. 
Sanihal )‘al»all)on, ate. Jhit tfia curious paid uj‘ it 
^'^’a ' tfial at tha sanas tinia it lad tu an o|)en ad- 
miral ion jor \\’< start! knowlcalya and sciantitic 
aidlaok, d’la-ra was liowavcr not ttial psycholo- 
r id'-d di - plaiannaiit wliiidi \va hud alsaw tuu'a in 
hi.dorv niaitd\ kacansa ol‘ 1hra(‘ nsasoiis • - ( 1 ) 

• ha pi'ow th ol' an ini allact ual niiddla (dass wtiich 
had it naknloii avistoiica from t tia da>'s (d' Man 
k^iidia and Jodarma]. Mnrshid ivuli Khan .an*d 
^ h\ia (actors and faidorias. Ilaiiiaiis and I)( \vans 
\\ ho coidd not h(' swanip(‘d off tfiair feat without 
ar^'iiniaiit , ( y* ) (hr iniiar \ii-ili1y of the Indian 
'tdlnria hot li llindii and i\]a homi'dan, tlia Hindu 
mai’a tor it ' .assimila t i\ a and ('atholic t and<‘nci(‘s 
and Mahoniadan niora t'or its \'i),';<n’ous .and (‘ir 
li'aiiahad l)oli( Cs, CH 1 h(‘ hiora lih(*ral Hritish 
|'alic\ compared with ot her colonial powasrs. The 
r<'a‘idl was th.at witfiin a maasiirahla tiims afttu' 
I ha transition of powan’ consolidat ion not nanaa 
political hut intallacdual too h.ad ha)^un. This 
aar;,\ ara ot’ l!Mh caidnr.\’ w.as .'in a^a of rtmiark- 
nhle acti\ it\. Not oid\’ was law .'ind ord(‘r m.aiir 
tainad. and riil(‘ of law ast ahlislnal, hut S/ftt<r 
\vas proldhil(Mk Tht/</rc suppiarssad. pindaids 
aiaisla'd. nnliiaai'y lasspcudad, adiication hroad- 
hased and tr:ida and commaiaa^ llourislual. 
ddiaia^ was same ay cf essi\a' anyiicism hut also a 
staad\ dill’nston of Ifuropcsin laarniny “frasliiny 
April showan's of ('.arl\' know](‘dya.” Iva.ia Kam 
Mohan k.-cana' a layaiid and Hindu ( 'olksaamt s\'m- 
hol Htonyh Ihim Mohan niiyht not ha\a' haan 
direct 1\ coniK'ctad with it. It had hayun with lot) 
stnikmts and their laaa'pt ivit >’ was ania/.iny. As 
an a\ampk' it ma> he citad that it was a student 
ot Hindu ('olleca' - Kaslii Xatli (Ihosh wlio h]'st 
protesti'd ayainst Mill’s histoi'>- and his denun- 
eiation that Hindus wana' not a ci\ ilizad j^eopla. 
()f coni'se ih(' M is^ion.'irias wana* acti\a\ lha\' 
ditVnsed liyht. tiicaa' had haen coiua'iis too. liut 
to!' tlie lasisons statatl aho\a' it was navar a suc- 
in tilt' wa\ it was intcmdial to ha. Tlit‘^) 0 st 
■ I’.entinck paiaod u|) to the .Mutiny (i.e. irnme- 


diatelx' after the passiny away of Karnmohai . 
Hwai’kanath and the dacisioii to introduce Knylis i 
as the medium of education and later the esta) - 
lishirieiit of a Medical Hokeye) was the ay- 
of ariyr\’ you ny men like Michael Madhusudati 
and Itevercmd Krishnaniohan, Uadhanath Sikdar 
and othei's. iiliudeh wars an excetjtion. Tlw 
Mutinx' may not ha\'e })een the lii’st s[)e.ii'head of 
a n;ition;tl niovcmient hut tlun’e is no doubt that it 
shattered the old ordei’ and in its process shool. 
up the mwv too, to an ( xtemt which is not realized. 
It was as histoi'ians ])oint out a lietei'oyenous con- 
ylomaration of explosive elements and a curi 
ous mixtu)‘(‘ of dissidents from the (kyiosed 

Moyul to a pojiular ayraiaan rv'hel like Kanwai 
Sain, fi'om a distinyuistied feudal lord like Nana 
Sahih to a fre(> liooter who fished in eva'ry troidaled 
waters. Ida' idea did not tlirive in Benyak Ida* 
reason was moia* than one. An economic si.dH 
cieiicv' was dexolopiny, (’alcutta was hecominy 
th(‘ ('(Uti'e of the newly rich. A cultural atmos- 
phere was yrowi ny and thei'e was a realization 
h\' contact with tin* W’est. its ai't, litcuxitinv, 
science and jihilosopiiy that India was cominy into 
contact with a charyed intelltctual mine and it 
Would \>v wroiiy to jnish hack the hand of the 
clock. Sid(' 1)\' sid(‘. Ixmeath the tVoth and fei’- 
ment of a 1 la'mejidoiis impact w.as an attempt 
to I'esui’rect oui' owji hma’taye, ixwahu' them and 
)»lae(‘ tlxan in a new S(‘ttiny. Idle la'sult was .a 
harmonious assimilation without losiny the basic 
\ ;ilu(‘^’. 'This I'eorieJit.at ion could lx possibk' onl\ 
becaiisf' of the iruua’ \ italit\’ of Indian thouyht 
and culture. In the j’ise of tlu* Brahnio School of 
’rhouyht w hi(di was inoia^ of tlu' classes than 
t)h‘ m,ass('s and whi(di was moi’e a I'efoi’mation 
than a i‘eb(dlion. we lironyht back' tlu^ old lipa- 
nisliadic monotlunsm which we had almost for- 
yotte?!. In thi* Hindii I’eAuxal moxannent that 
followed and yaiiual its momentum we had 
time to put oi’den* in our own house, reaiijiraise 
th(' old (ai^toms and traditions, riankim, ^dveka- 
nanda and othei's w(n*e th(^ idom'ei's in this line 
of lU'oyi'ess. A (iiu'stion ma.c l)e |)osed wdrether 
th(' Ikimki'ishna \dv('k.*nianda moxement was a 
counter-n‘formation like its countei’part in the 
catholic world oi' a new assimilatixe ftu’ce in itself 
aiasiny out of th(‘ flux. We hnd ])aradoxically 
that with th(' yrowth of votaries of Enylish, 
Sanskrit as a classical subject w'as not neglect- 
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;}. leather, Rammohan's insistence on X’edanta 
-iiidies, the efforts of Debendranat h in the Tatta- 
,,)(lhini Sabha, Vachaspati's lexicon, nionuniental 
i l aiislalions ot Mahabharata, Rangabasi's elforts 
jiublish many Shastric texts are remai’kable. 
ji was something more than a [iattern lik(' sinn- 
iiirity with the' interest taken in Creek and Latin 
ill Kiiro])e. Again social reform was another tacet 
of !ii]i(d(H.mth century Rengal, beginning with the 
t(>{)page of Suttee. Widow remarriage, attompts 
prexent multimarriage, and introduce monoga- 
;ti\ and civil marriage, raising of the agi' of con- 
: 1 lit invectives against the dowr\’ s\ stem, temper- 
aiic(‘ societies, all tend to show a social ferment at 
woiie But its biggest flowering was in Aid and 
kit(U‘ature and in the growtli of a social and 
pulitical consciousness. It gave a n(‘w lile to 
iNaigali thought and diction, its prose and 
poetry. It began in the Babus’ era i.e., its ])atrons 
the new rich pjeople who liad amassed wealth 
with the growth of th(‘ British trade and were 
ill th(‘ ])roc.ess of being conveiled into a leisured 
l.'iiidow'iiing class and abseid.ee landlords — a 
huflfu’ eixxded more in tlu' inteivst of tlie ad- 
ministration than in the inl(‘r(sst of the pe(»ple or 
ilie rx’ots. Throughout th(‘ nineti'enth ctmtiiry 
agrai’ian dissatisfaction, from th(‘ da\'s ot the 
Indigo Blaiders laght up) to th(‘ tenancx' l(‘gisla“ 
lion was gradually gaining a momentum. As 
Sri Aurobindo sums it u)) — ‘From tlu.' meeting of 
a foreign art and civilisation with a tem|)(‘rament 
'liffeiang from the temi)(‘rament which creatcsl 
ihmu, there issues as there usually does from siu'h 
riHading an original art and an oi'iginal cixilisa- 
lion. Originality does not lie in rej'ecting outside 
inlliiences but in accej)ting tliem as luwv inoidd 
into which our individuality may run. That is 
what ha})]iened in B(mgar. The nineteenth 
eimtury movement was th(‘retor(‘ mor(‘ a dis- 
(‘overy than a rediscovery, a nascence than a 
renascence. Rabindranath w^as not only the 
ty{)ical representative of this age, but transcend- 
('d it and reoriented it. In his thoughts and 
wuatings not only was the individual aim and cob 
lective tlux reflected but the dec'per synthesis and 
harmony also which found exi)ression latcu in tho 
esta])lishment of an abode' ol peaces where* in the 
poet’s owm w’ords ‘the mind wa)uld be wdthout 
fear and the head held high, whe-re the knenv- 
ledge wanffd be free w'here the clear stream of 


I’eason would not lost* its wax into drear.v sanel 
of elead habit, w he'iv lift* w as not merely te) be 
nieditatixe but we)uld bt* fnllx awid\t‘ in its acti- 
vities, where boys’ minds would not bt* ])erpetu- 
all.x' (balled, w liewe tht' simi'ist* anel tlie sunstd 
woidd not bt‘ daife ignortal, w lun’t* naturt‘’s U'st i- 
x'ilisw of tlowtu's and fiaiit w’ould liax t* tlu'ir jo.vous 
I'ecognit ion, wiuna' pt'opU' wauild bt' bidelt'n to 
rt'alizt* IMan's world as Clod's kingdom.' d'hat was 
tlu* niiU'tee'iith centurx' thoiigld whiedi the i)o'et 
lerougld to a txv(‘nti(‘th ce'iitur.v audieiict* in 
America. It gi'ew and grt'w in his nund anel it 
look sliai)e into ne)t nu*rel\’ an inte'rnat ional uni- 
\t‘rsity bid also in tlu' sx nibol of Man and deve*- 
lop)(‘d as a re^ligion of humanity of wliich he* spoke* 
Jn Oxford to a war wt'arx Fu]’o})e'. Anel unto the 
last lu* ne*ver lost faith in that big Man xxhom lie* 
r(*i'ognis(‘d as His onlx’ Clod. He said : — 

“'riu* solitarx' e'n.ioxnieiit of the* Intinite in me*eli- 
tat ion no longe*!’ satisfied me* and the* te‘xts which 
1 us(*(l foi‘ rnx' sile'id xxorshiji lost tht*ir inspira- 
tion witluml my knowing it. I am siii’e* 1 
xagaiely felt Hiat my ne*(*d w:is spiritual se*lf rexili- 
zation in Hu* life of Man through some* disintc- 
r(*ste‘d se'rvice*." 

Again he* said : — 

“Wdio is m\ Clod 

WTioni I haxe* worshipiped so long 

Is He the same whose* name we* hear 

(‘ve*ry where^ 

W hose* praise* xxe* re*ad in (*V'e‘ry languag'e* 

and scrij) 

W hom wax so jondlx' tane'v and dri'am 

As the^ oiil.x’ one* to be* adored. 

Ho I worshi)) Him because* 1 want to 

])roxe Him so 

d'o-da.v, 1 leel, I haxe* failed, 

He* has not be‘(*n jirove'd in my life*. 


1 tri(*d to find Man within a limit 
1 lost him I he* re? 

1 found him boundless ae*ross 
The fre)ntie‘rs of race, country and clime 
I te)lel him wuth folded i)alms 
O Thou Man, the* Fte'rnal who is in ,all men 
O Thou, wdio trans(a*nd all humanity 
Save* me? from the narrow meshes e)f 

.se*j)aratism, ignorance' anel arrogance 
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l-)ay alter day J sing and in my song 
Stands stored creation’s tirst sob, 

I want to coinc^ out 
Life is liglit 

And in the last refrain, 1 cease not to 

sing again 

Life is love 

('ideation’s world is still a-thirsL’ 

(Writer'i^ trayislaMon) . 

Nineteenth (’entury cult of humanism and 
])Ositivism reinforced by a IJiianishadic richness 
and a poetic faith evolved into a rational and 
scientific outlook of the twentieth and his last 
words still ring, even through the disillusionment 
of two world wars, “1 shall not commit the 
grievous sin of losing faith in Man/' 


In an age of hate and spite, of nuclear 1 
bardmcnt and atomic fission, of robots and t 
washing, of interspace travel and marvelj 
science, this faith is still supreme. Man 
holds the field. He is still not an autonn 
He still creates. His longing for magnitude 
still an aspiration for the great and not a m 
for the big. Jn essence this was the ninete 
century legend which the poet reoriented in 
twentieth century symbol, a sage of faith fo 
humanity. 

“Where can 1 meet thee unless in this i 
home made thine ? Where can I 
thee unless in this my work transfe 

into thy work ? 

Thou without rne and T without thee 
nothing.” 


VISVA-BHARATI 

I isr.i hlhiiiili n'hiiwrii/s liuiui. \cli( rr she Ims Jici \ctiilih oj iiinid which is foi ,///. r/.s/,/ JllKUiih 

(C kitc,cl( iivi's Iniihi s i>h! lii'iis lo {^licr /c> (hhers (Ik hosf'i hii i i\' ih her h(s{ cnHurc dUil luJiti's nchl 
lo ihccf't ticni ihhcis their hesf. The Wester it ii ii ivei si lies rree then ^t tri e n (s ,i n epl^orl n n i ty to leai u 
\eh,it nil the lull epenii funhfes three eeiiti ihiili it to their Western eiilliiie. Thns^ the i ii telleet iml niiiui 
O! the HV.s7 has been I ii in i nan si y revealed to the wot Id. What is neeitnl fa iamptel: this alia nii nalian is 
ha the luist /(> ealteLl its awn Stattereii Ittnips aiui after them to the enliilhten nienl af the warlif. 
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Tagore in Soviet Union 

Y. ClIELYSllEV, 

tlC(((l of J 11(1 ran ]jaiigu(((}(‘s and In‘t<o‘((i a r(‘ S<'(‘iio}i, 
USSh' Acadrnnif of Sclc'iici^^, 

Kabindkanath Tagore’s name is widely 
Isiiown and rexered in the Soviet Union. His books, 
iranslated into the languages of the USSR, are 
It. be found in millions of Soviet homes. What 
makes his works so popular in the Soviet Union ? 
W by is he so dear to the Soviet people ? 

Sincere and true friends of the Indian r)eople, 

I he Soviet people fofow'ed w'ith heartfelt sym- 
pathy the heroic struggle of ttie Indians for their 
National I ndependence — during which struggle 
the voice of Tagore rose and reverberated over 
India like the i)eal of a tocsin, filling the hearts of 
the i)eo])Ie with faith and hope in theii* future 
\ ictory. 

Tagore’s exceptionally dixerse and indefati- 
gable activities played a great role in th(' 
awadxening of the ])eople’s consciousness, besides 
de\'elo])ing mid enriching their culture and art. 

This is one of the reasons xvhy the Soviet 
];eo])le, who deeiny sympathise wdth the struggle 
(»r the peoples of the world ow'r against the forces 
of colonialism and reaction, rate so highly Tagore 
and his works. 

Well-versed in all the aspects of his people’s 
life, Tagore truthfully and \'ividly reflected it in 
his xvork, comiirehen n*xa^ in xa;)lume and resplen- 
dent in ideo’ogical and aesthetic contcnit. He 
tlirew' ojeen the xxindow to India, as it wanm, 
.'Old inviUal humanity to have a look at his land. 

At that t ine the Hritish colonialists tried to 
et up artiticifd obstacles in th(^ xva>' oi the 
develoiiing friendship and mutual understand- 
ing between the people of the USSR and 
India. But through Tagore’s novels, stories, 
v(n\ses, songs and plays, the Soxdet peo])le xxere 
able to obtain a vivid insight into the Indian 
] e()j)leas spiritual xvorld and rich culture their 
dreams hopes and aspirations, their needs, adver- 



sities and suffering, their eternal ^'earning for the 
ideals of (Jood and Justice. They found in 
'fagoia'ds literary heritage a grand epic, a x'eritable 
encyclo|)a(Hlia ol the Indian peo])le’s life, ixwealing 
theii* inner xvorld and rei)rodncing unforgettble 
pages from its recent i)ast. Shortly after th(‘ ad- 
vent of Soviet power, in H)2:k A. V. Lunacharsky, 
the first People’s Commissar of Public Education, 
a|)praised the significance of Tagore in the deve- 
loi)nient of world culture as follows : 

Jagore’s xx’orks .. are so replete xxdth 
colours, tine shades of spiidtiaal (unotions, and 
truly generous ideas that they now constitute one 
of the tn'asures of human cullure.” 

Reflecting reality and replete with patrio- 
tic ideas, Tagore’s books bear (doquent testi- 
mony to the xvriter’s kinship with his ])eop]e. 
They remind some of the modern writers xxdio 
strive to divorce literature from social and poli- 
tical life, about their duty to their people, -their 
place in the ranks of the champions of social pro- 
gress, peace and democracy. 

The Sovi(‘t i)eoi)le take great care to pre- 
serve the best traditions of their national cul- 
ture, and bear deep resi)ect for the cultures of 
oilier p(‘oi)le. That is why they jirize so high- 
ly Tagore’s efforts made at the ciaicial moment 
in his country’s period of colonial ruh' and 
ideological chaos, to bring home to the Indian 
intellecLuals the need to preserve the national tra- 
ditions of their people and at the same time 
to master the foremost achievements of scUmce 
and culture g-ained by humanity. 

The Soviet peo|)Ie appreciate and revere 
Tagore for his lofty humanism, his love for the 
ordinary people, his desire to he’p men uphold 
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their diKnity and faith in their strength and 
ability. 

Jtabindranath d'agore is dear to us also 
because he was not only a patriot oJ‘ his own 
countr\', but also a l‘riend of all the ordinary 
j.)eopl<‘ of the world. The Soviet people can 
iindei’stand these sentiments, since the unity 
of the ideas of patriotism and internationalism 
is one of the })aramount soui'ces and motive forces 
ot the Soviet society’s develo])nient. 

The Soviet peopU' resi)ect Tagore also because 
he was alien to all aggressions and wars, coercion 
and exi)loitation. lie boldly spf)ke u]) against 
fascism and militarism in all their forms and 
manifestatiojis, castigated the Japanese milita- 
rism for its aggression against China, exiK)sed the 
Italian fascists who were waiging a barbarious wain 
against the peojjles of Ethiopia, censured the 
French colonialists tor their wair against tlie 
freedom-loving p(' 0 ])T of Syria. He firmly be- 
lie\’('d that the time would come when there 
W'ould no longei' be any wars, slavery or opi)ression 
on (airth. 

VT‘r\’ popular in the USSR is his i)oem. 
“Atrica”, in which he exiiosed “the savage greed 
of the ci\'ilis(ar' and branded the colonialists wTio 
exploited the |)eo])le ot a whole continent with a 
lieiTcaiess keener than the fangs of African 
woKes. “Ask tor hej* I'orgiveness !“ he exclaim- 
ed at the (uid ot this iioem. 

His appeal is equally significant today wTien 
all progrc'ssive ni iiikind is protesting against the 
hoi-rors ot a new war, and chamiiioning, iini- 
\’ersal disarmament and eternal peace and 
friendshi]) among the iieojiles. Jdigore’s [lassi- 
onate apjieal tor jieacc^ among nations and his 
angi’v condemnation ot the war-mongers — 
“tlu' gluttons who lust foi* tlesh, the trallickers in 
festei’ing caria'on” — has a siiecial I’ing for the 
So\'iet ptM)])le who ha\'e ahvays loved peace and 
hated war. 

The So\ iel pi'oide regard Rabindranath 
Tagoi'e as tfu'ir great and sincei’e triend. It wxis 
in tho'^e grim year- of colonial reaction when any 
attempt to tell th(' Indians the truth about the 
S()\'iet Union was laithle'^sly |>ers(x*uted that the 
great Indian writer decided to visit the IISSR. 

Ho awaited his chance to ]xay this visit with 
great im])atience. “And nows” Ik' said at that 


time “when your people have become so newg and 
ditlerent from wdiat they w'ere as my friends tell 
me, 1 am all the more impatient to go. I wxint to 
know your music, your theatre, your dances, your 
literature. ’’At another time he declared. “1 do 
not wxvnt to die wdthout seeing the Soviet Union”. 

Finally, his wash came true, and on September- 
11, 19o0 he aridved in Moscowx 

His visit to the Soviet Union wxis of truly 
historical import : it opened a new era in the 
development of the relations between the Indian 
and the Soviet peoples, and in a lai^ge measure 
mapped out the further steps in mutual under- 
standing : friendship and co-operation between 
India and the USSil during the next tew^ decades. 

What Tagore saw in the Soviet Union dO 
years ago, during the haial days of struggle for 
the consolidation of the first socialist state, 
deei)ly stirred him._ Speaking befoi’e Soviet 
wu’iters, he said : 

“1 mn thrilled l)y the fact that you are the 
hi'st to have given the peo])le a chance to study, 
to open before them the doors of schools, theatres 
and museums. 

“1 dream of a fi'ee man of labour. The pre- 
sent ci\’ilization is suffering fi'om diseases and 
abnormalities. Jt must be cured. I am convinc- 
ed that yoLii* idea is vei\v much like my dream. 
You ai-e builcHng up a creative indivi^luality, that 
I, by myself, coidd not do. Theigin lies your im- 
mortal service to mankind.” 

Tagore wuis able to stay only for twaj w^eeks 
in the Soviet Union. Nonetheless, he tried to 
learn the dilTerent asi)ects of Soviet life : lie met 
and spoke wdth wa)rkers, peasants, wuuters, 
scientists, ])ublic hgui'es, aidists, actors, teachers, 
students and school children. At a meeting 
with peasants at the Uentral Peasants House, 
he said : 

“If we learn by your experience, w’e shall be 
able to solve the peasant problem in India in the 
most effective vva\u” 

He told his large Soviet audiences about his 
country and replied to numerous questions, striv- 
ing to disclose the finest pages of culture and art 
of the Indian peoples. 

Speakng at a big farewadl meeting at the 
Hall of Columns of the Trade Union House in 
Moscowy he said : 
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“I also dream o! a time when it will be 
possible lor my country of ancient Aryan civiliza- 
{ioii likewise to receive the ^n'eat blessing of edu- 
-iition and equal opportunities for all peo])le. J 
;i]Ti gi-alefuk sincerely grateful to all of you who 
have Inhped me to see in concrete forms the dream 
u iiich 1 had long nurtuia'd in m\^ imagination, the 
Jream of liberating eternal lyd)oun(l huma!i 
ceason !" 

Ill an inteiaiew to corresiiondent s of nunier- 
!iis newsjjajiers on his way back home 1’agm'e 
higirighted the great \’ital force of the So\'iet 
^oc'ialist State, the enormous changes in the 
ife of the Soviet people. 3’he bourgeois West 
[Miro{)ean pajaers printed tlucse inter\'i('ws under 
eiisational lieadlincs such as “tfagoi'e — Friend of 
li(' Kussians,” and “An Indian— i^iaend ot the 
Russians/' Tagore’s voice, resounding to the 
'emotest corners of the glolxa was heard b\' 
njllions ot oj'dinaiw peo|)le e\'er\' wliere. 

In his “Ivctters About Russia” ])u))lished in 
Id3)l, Rabindranatli Tagoi’e told in \uvid and 
ample tcu’ms the truth aliout the So\'iet Fnion, 
Is economical and cultural achiexenieiits, the 
-U'eat refoj’iTis put through })y So\iet societs' 
luring the first decadt' of its existence. In his 
opinion onc^ ot the fmesl featiu'es of the So\uet 
axs'ety \\i[< ttie rnoi’al unity of the So\uet peoi)le 
nspm'ed by the ideas of })uilding socialism. 

“Aftei* traxelling in Russia I am to-day going 
o America,” lie wrote in one of his lettei’s, “but 
am still gripped by tlu^ menior\’ ot liussia. 
the point is that none ot the other count laes I 
isited stirred my imagination to such a (h^gree.” 

In his “Letters About Russia” Tagore, tinn^ 
(lid again, compiared what th(' So\aet (lovernment 
vas doing at that time for t he nialeiard, social and 
p)i ritual uijliftment of th(^ Soviet people to what 
he r>i‘itish colonialists in India WT're doiiig to rot) 
ndia and retard the s])iritual deceloprnent ot the 
ndian pieojile in the name of maintenance of 
‘law and order”. And naturally, this com|)arison 
A as considered as “highly objectionable” by the 
British colonialists. It is not surpirising, there‘- 
urip that the colonialist censors did not jierrnit 


the piublicalion ol Tagort‘’s book in an English 
translation. 

Evei-ybody knows ^vith what deep) sNUiijiathy 
Tagore in his last days regaixled the great iiatrio- 
tic war ot the Soviet peopk' against the Fascist 
aggr(\ssoi‘s. Even a tew da\'s betoix' his death in 
July Dll. he said : “1 am certain the\' wu‘11 

win !” 

Tagoi-e’s splendid lil’t^-assert ing aid. which 
coml)ine(l the fnacst traditons ot Indian litccrature 
wlih the new tivnds that cvere tilling the' literature 
ot the Indian pieojiles with ixxilistic content and 
facilitat ing its ])rogressiv(‘ democratic develo])- 
m( nt, exercisexl a beneticeiit intlue'nce on the cul- 
ture of man\’ countries: it aroused the great 
interest and ap])r(H'iati()n of the Soviet iieojile. 

Rala’iKii'anath Tagore'’s name ))ecam(‘ known 
to the Russians lief ore the Gi’eat Octobei- Socialist 
Ue'V’olution. Tlie first Russian t I’anslat ions of his 
works aiiiieared in DJ:k In D 1 4- DIG two small 
editions of his works wei'o jjublislied simultane- 
ously in the' Russian language. 

After the Octoix'r Revolution a new fuller 
edition ot Tagore’s Selected Works, orRted liy 
M. I. Tubyansk\', v^’as pulilished in D2G. 

J^ai\ge-scale compix'hensive work was Ix'gun 
on th(' stud\ and translation of Tag;ore’s l)ooks 
in the I'SSR after India attained 1 ndepiendence. 
The ti'aining of Indologists in th(' Soviet Union 
made it pe)ssil)le to translate' t he works ot Tagore 
inte) Russian and the other languages ot the 
peoples of th(' USSR not from the English transla- 
tions l)ut directly from their original in lie'iigali. 
In D5G a new eight w'olume edition ot Tagore’s 
works was ])ut out in the' Russian language. 
Seirirate* \ olumes ot Ids \'(‘rs(\s and stories, noxmls 
and p)la\’s are' published from time to time'. In 
all some' 2^,00,000 ceepies e)t books ])y Tageire' have 
come off tlie' Soviet peress. 

4'agore’s we)rk has e'liriched the culture e)t tiie 
Sovie't Union and seiams the noble cause ol' eleve^ 
loping friendly cultural relations ix'twcen the 
So\'iet Unie)n and Inelia. 
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Rabindranath 

Poet and Peer 

KEDAR NATH CHATTKRJI 


SOMK lilHc whilo M^'o, wliile lakinu; a coni- 
])reheMsi\'i‘ look — for tin* first and last time foi- 
most, of ns --at the. iiiaKniticanl ar(*haeoloj[dcal 
remains at Naj^nirjunakonda, oiK' of ns remarked 
that ili(‘ otlicial }j:nid(‘ ))ook, published by the Pnb- 
licily Department of the (loxa'rnment of India, 
(‘()ntain'(‘d man\’ laehiss and lai)ses and was evi“ 
dcndly writtsm by one \\'ho had not de(‘p- 

ly and i)roi)(‘rly into the snbjc'ct. Onr y:nide, 
who was no l(‘ss a person than the retired 
Din'ct oi'-( General of the Areliaeolopiral Snr\'ey of 
India, Mr. Itamehajidram, who was tlum (niKa^ed 
as the Sp(‘eial DUicer-in-eliarKe of pnidiiiK the final 
(‘xeaxsitions and eolI(‘ctin^' tin' matc'rials for a 
mnsenni and a Tnono.u'i*aph, smilin.ui\’ (pioted a 
vSanskia't \('rs(‘ to this etleet : — “Wli.x- ask 
IfaHiniKiii about Saiiiialra (the s('as), he o)dy 
erossed it in oik' k'a}). Ask Mainah'a the win.eed 
mountain, wlio sta\’s deepl\' immen’sed in it." 

1'he sanu' ndp.'ht be said almost all th(‘ persons 
who }ia\’(‘ attemtded to mak'e a complete sur\t'\' 
of either tlu' lift' and works or the personality of 
Rabindranath Tapore. l^k)r one thinp' his perso- 
nalit.\- — \'itak intt'iisely brilliant and impressi\'e as 
it was — c()n1 allied com]dex depHis bt'yond the 
reacli of most of thost' who camt' into contact 
with him. And for another his atdixities, s])read 
o\ cr a lone and intt'lU'ct iiall\’ th’uitfiil lift'-span, 
co\t'rt'(i an extraordinarily ^^■ide stretch of cnltii- 
ral and (‘ducat ional fields, too \’ast to bt' fully 
sur\('\'(‘d from an\' sinyie standpoint of view. 
Isastern or W't'dt'rn, Indian or non-Indian. 
E\('n tlu' bioe:rapti\' of habindranat h ^^'ritten bv 
ouo ulio has been in Santiniketan foi* many 
decadt's. can ou]y be calk'd an ap]n*oximat ion, not 
frt't' from lajist's. 

'khis xoar tlu* ctntt'iiarx- of his birtli is Ix'inp* 
ct'li'brated in ni:in\’ dilft'rt'iit countries and 
]>lac(‘s, all oxt'r the xxorld. IMany widtei's and 
critics (R nott* hax'e writtt'ii s])ecial articles for the 
occasion, which liax'e a])iu'ared in lit(‘rar\- journals 
and cultural publications, published here and 
abroad. Some of them show deep appreciatican 


of soriK' aspect of Ttabindranat.h's life and works, 
olhei‘s are of the usual laudatoj'y type, puirnished 
with the usual (juotations and references to past 
ex’C'iits. A few ha\ e ajapeared in the opposite vein, 
mostly from Indian winters xvhose olajective has 
been to gain cheap self-advertisement and 
notori('ty as is clearlx' in evid('nce if w'e analyse 
the llimsy basis of almost all of their argurnents. 
Thei'(‘ is no need to go into the dc'tails of the 
(k'rogatory articles, as that would jarovide the 
writei's with the jiublicity for which they are 
athii’st. But as simie- of them has been try- 
ing to [irove that Rabindranath's muse was 
Western in origin onl\' garbed in Eastern robes, 
it might be useful to consider the opinion of 
ntlH'rs on that sub.iect. But let us, first of all 
consider what Rabindranath himself had to say 
alaout it. 

W(‘ find in tlu' (’hapter entitled Teacher" 

in his prliifion of Mae, which is a i^resentation of 
hi:' Hiblaud la'ctures delixered at Oxford in B)k>(), 
a (deal’ account of intt'rnal conflict- that he had 
exjM'iaenced from the earlx daxs of his youth, 
which moidck'd his thoughts as a Poet and 
Hunker, throug'h the years of his adolescence into 
thoS(‘ of maturitx'. It is not possible to (luote at 
length fi*om tliat chai)1('r, but it is all th(‘re for 
lhos(x who want to ix'Ucd. 

Aft(‘r dc'seribing the urge he felt within him- 
self, which k'd to the founding of the school at 
Sant inikt'laii, hi' says— 

“This firings to mx* mind the name of 
another poi't. of ancient India, Khd/daso, xvhose 
jioem of Mef/hod i/f(i is'vorberates xxith the music 
of tlu' soi'roxv of an ('xile." 

“It was not the ))hysical home-sickness from 
which the jioet sufft'red, it xvas something tai’ 
more fundamental, the home-sickness of the soul. 
We feel from almost all his works the opinx^ssive 
atmospheri' of thi* kings’ palaces of thosi' days, 
dense with tilings of luxury, and also with the 
callousness of self-indulgence, albeit an atmos- 
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}>hero of refined culture based on an evti-avanant 
civilization.” 

1 hen alter de 8 cril)iii^‘ tlie feelings of Kali- 
dasa, banished from ‘the immediate presence of 
ihe eternar, he says : — 

“What was the form in whicli his desire lor 
lierfection persistently api)eai‘ed in his drama and 
poems ? It was the form of the iaponoui, the 
foi-est dwelling- of the partiarchal community of 
ancient India. Those wlio are familiar with 
Sanskrit literati]re will know that this was not a 
colony of peo])l(' with a I)rimiti^-e culture and 
mind”. After describing the nature of llu' life 
and thoughts of the faiiovana dwellers, which Ire 
sums up with an t'xc(‘r])t from the upanisInukSg ' 
wilh its Knglish I’endering by tiinis^df, frt' goes on 
lo say-'- 

”lt was ne\'er a i)hilosoi)li\’ of renunciation 
<)J‘ a negative character, but a realization eom- 
I'-letely comprehensive. Hotr ilir tnrf^ircd i/rii/d 
I\(d iddi-ut in I hi' jfrosjxi'onn cihj of rjia/iii, aiul 
ih(‘ glorious i)eriod of Vilcramaditya, (dosv fv 
pressed by all-obstimcting tinigs and all (ko'our- 
ing self, let his thoughts ho\'er I'oiind lh(' vision 
of a i(t})()V(iii({ for his insin'ration of life' !” 

Ill the \ery next paragraiih he conpiaj’es his 
own menral conllicts with that of Kalidasa 
ihus : — 

It was not a (Udiberate' co|)>’ but a natural 
'-'oineidence that a poet of modern India ’[ also 
had th(' similar vision when hi' felt wiiliin him the 
misery of a spiritual banishment. In Ihe time* of 
Kalidasa jieople vi\ idly beli('\'ed In the ide.il ol 
Id novana, the forest colony, and tlu'i'e can bo no 
doubt that even in the lati' age there wi're 
communities of men living in Ihe hi'art of natui’e, 
not ascetics fiercely in lo\'e wilh a ling-oring 
suicide, ))ut men of serene sanit\' who sought 
to realize the spiritual meaning of their liie.” 

He then goes on to say tint while the 
fcipovar/d ideal carried a meaning that was part 
of the living faith of that age, to-day that idea 
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has lost any delhiite outline of ideality and has 
retri'ated into the fai*-away phantom land of 
legend. And therelore, in order to be in con- 
sonance wilh the modern conditions of life the 
]K)et has to reconstruct the idea so that it could 
\)v the sami' in trutli, but not idi'iitical in fact. 

11 was this urge w hich led our ])oet to bring in 
the spirit ol the id }n)vdnd, for which his heart 
was y eai'iiiiiig in his poems which wei*e composed 
ill langi))k' woJ’ds.” 

( )| modern conditions, in his time, he sa.ws ; — 
“hi oiii- highly comi)l('\ modern coialitions 
mechanical forces are or^pinizi'd with such ellici- 
I'licy tliiil midi'riiils are jiroduced that gi’ow tar 
in iuhance of num's seleehba' anil iissimilatiee 
impacilN' to s:mplii\’ them into liarmony wadh his 
nature and nei'ds’k 

“Sucli ill) inti'inpeiwli' o\ergrow'th of things, 
//At /'//// /V {'('(jci (( I toil Id f)‘opi(‘s^ creates (’online" 
mein foj- man,’* 

He thus conii's lo th(' conclusion that man is 
thus “hiiilding his cage, fast de\i‘lo]jing his ])ara- 
sillsm on ihe monster Ihin.ry which hi' idlowss to 
ei)\eiep him on :dl sidi's. Hi- is always occui)ied 
in iid*iiiting himself to it.s dead angiilaril ii's, limits 
hims< If to ils limitiit ions, and mri’e]y becomes a 
piud of it”. 

He is well iiwai'e tliat ids conclusions run 
counl-sr to “the doctrine of those who lx lii'va' th:it 
a cMiistant liigh iiressuri' of living, ])roduced by 
an artificially cultivated hunger of things, gene- 
ral <'s and feeds Hie I'nergx' that drives civilization 
upon its endless journey. Ik'rsonally, T do not 
lx‘)i<‘\(: tlial lids has e\'er been Hie jirinciiial driv- 
ing t'orci' that has lixl to eminence any great 
ci\ ilizal iem of which wa* know in hist oi\v.” 

In gi\ang an account of his owm family 
('ll viroiirnent. lie says: 

M\' own ancestors came floatings to (talimtta 
111)011 Hi(‘ earliirst tiik* of Hie tluctuating fortuni^ 
of the Hast Indian Honijiany. The unconven- 
tional tide of life for our family has bei'ii a com 


■Te Sarvi-wam Sarvatah pj-afiya dliiia 
Yiiktatmariati Sarvamevavisanti 
(Those men of serene mind enter into the All, having 
realised and being in union everywhere with the (_)mni- 
poTent Si-iirit). 

tPahindranath liimself. 
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fhi(‘]ic<; of tfiroo cult in*os, tiic fliudii, Mohuni^ 
Jucduii uiifl Jtj'itjsiL A]\’ ^'■ 1 ‘u I id 1 at h< 'C l)cloii)_»'cd to 
Dial jjci iod when aniplitiido of dia ss and courtesy 
end a y;cncrou,s» leisure uej-e j/i'aduall\’ heinjj; 
clipl)ed and CLirlailefl into \'jctoi’ian rnaniuu’s, 

< C( »i ion 1 ieal in tiuc', in ccrernoid(‘s an<l in ttie 
diyiiitx' of ))ej-.,( Dial a ppea i'ance. “YV/cs trill 
I lull I riiiii- to n iroild IH irllirll. I hr ninth m rtitf- 
1)1* (i "■lootf <>! 1 1 1 n;/ !■< :::■: had jtfyd Innini (Irtt'tiiij ils 
I n /r-fi I d, 1 1 1 rd I nrrr I In lityrmir; (irr<n lilr nj our 
<t!o-iiiit I'dhn/r r* nil III It III I If . Iditniifli I In lidiir 
I Inni jn'nn.:.: ini.-: nliintsl cn ill jd < t r rnnnd iin , iftl 
■dir iriiilimi Cl II (if I In jinsl iniy ylill Itin/triin/ nrrr 
! ii ( ir I i (dni if< 

isiioiii’li lias deeii (iUo 1 (‘d. 1 i><‘li(‘\a‘, to show 
lhal Ihihiiidraiiat h‘s, concept ol all that is of tlu‘ 

‘ ■-‘•lire ni liiiinan lift* and aspiirations was, clearlx 
• Hid iimnirt akal)l\ , laast^n'ii and if aiiNthiiu’', 
di linetly aiicKUit Indian in nriyiii. Let us now 
hll’ii 1«» tin* (iiiiliieti ol ot llei s on the sul)|eri. 

Ill) ihdihii Idxdf of Tinjon , which was pnh 
h-dc'd (III the '»rcasi(ni (>1 tin* celehratnni ol 
Ih’ilnndi-anal h's completion of tin* sexamtieth 
>'’ar <!l lii lile. !;■ r<.‘plete With the opinions of 
‘‘itiiiieiil wrilei’' of lh(‘ West, who found in Ins 
^^^ltinc, the immi:-l akaltle \oicr ol' tin' ksist and 
ol thinl.er, ol oiii* own rountr> who f(tund the 
line 1 int eipiet a I loii:-; of our ancient and <-l('ind 
S' n 1 1 1 1 let 1 1 s in his poetr\ and pro;-e. Ihit tinn 
tin. (• \\rr(‘ lh(' opinions of a pa; t aLp'. and so lei 
ns tnrn !o those cU' to daw It will sn.lhre if oih\ 

I ^w • -nth (ipinion.'-^ are rited. <an from a Western 
ihi’d'.er and tUn' t com a i’.eni’ali rritic ot’ t;»(la>. 

Melinnt ('al'!'. 1 ’rofes.su (U llisdtu’) at the 
^ ni\ti liv ol I'laii. who ir- intei'tssted in a com 
pi't iieiisi \ e :-tnd\ ot' liisto)'\ ill its fullest asoerts, 
fi.'ts Itonn in India till recent 1\ as a kdilhriylit 
|■rse;.^(h rhoia.f, lie ha- written an article in 
Tin t < ' CM,; h, rn r' tor April I'.nH, entitled. 
Kale I id ra na 1 h d’a: ore. Iddir'-: M(yyinii ti> llir 
1/s a . 51 e//e’. Idle aiiitde. w hitdi is an appre- 

ciation m lai'ore iiast'd on a deep atnl inlt'nsix’e 
sin !\ ol liis woil'.s in I'in.i’ lish, is wtvidh.v of 
osio! iiiMi! al ler..i’lii. lent we shad content ourstd\'es 
•wik a few oamise jia;-sac:’. Ih'ofessor ( 'allis 
I ’ce M ! In - a r 1 u k ' t h i m ; 


“d'a^on- was a p:\i\ut of the mind ; his stature 
stands e»ul at fhe cross roads of the two ages, 
tradifional and inodern, and of two cultural worlds 
East and West, siiiweying h(Ah b\' v'irtLte of his 
eminence as well as his glohe-encircling travels, 
ddic* lavour;d)le circumstances of ddigon^ks per- 
sonal and cultured hackground enfiance rather 
than dimiiush his greatness and to-day, at the 
doorste]) of the atomic age, both East and West 
still haw much to learji from him." 

Tfieii, after gi\'ing a sliort account of 
Tagore's intellectual legacx' Id'om his fathim 
i )(‘\ (mdranat h Tagoiaa he goes on to sa\' : — 

“Allhongh liahindranaf h ddigoia' was an ori- 
ginal thinio'r, as a fioel of life and lo\c iu' was an 
’ inlt'lk'ct nal d('sc(.‘ndant ot tht* t('nderl\' s(nsii\’'c 
\’aishna\a poets, who in tlie lifteenlh and ;-ix- 
teeiith ccidnrits e;a\e Indian !itt'ra.lin’c pihiloso- 
pliic.al dept 1) as well as suhtle colouw Mack of it 
all slo()d, ihcii a-', now, thi* inonunu'ntal wisdom of 
t fu' ancient oi'igaiators oi the / jin n i dinthr thos(' 
philosophii'al religious med it at ipu ■ appeiidc'd a.s 
comrm 111 a ri('s to the sacred text of tlu‘ ]'idny 
(Kooks (u' W isdom) probably towards tlie S(‘\inth 
e<'nt iir\ I lA 

"\\ is I lu‘ pliilosopliy ol 1 In^ / /hi ii islrnd: 
which is iv'llccit'd iu dki.gore's rcli.gious poems and 
) r(»foiind meditatix’o cssa\s such as ticr’c coilrc- 
led under tlu' title of Snn'hniin (Worship in 
Aledit al ion ) 

Krolessoi’ ('.'lilis pi‘o(.‘eed.c to a)ial\'se llc' ia- 
telic('tual elements in Tagore- conc. pt of hum. in 
ideal-- aiul closes it witli a para .era pi i (‘iidiny: with 
Ta.core's poem. “Wdu'i’e tine mind is withoiii I'dar" 

'riu' lU'iigali wi'iter is S’nri Kishnujiada 
Khat tachai ,\ a whosr critical eommcii tar ies slmw 
a close acipaaint ance w itfi oiir Saiislvrit lieivitai'e 
(>!' sacna! raid .^eiadar te\t<. \\dat iii.e in the 
Kc'iigaa poetr.c monthl.\' Idiinnndl for Asiadi 
l:thS r*. S. ( ,1 uiK'-J ul\' itK)l) oil K ibiiKiraiiath’*-' 
W oi'ld- Kv‘a 1 laa t 'Ol 1 Shri Kha 1 ! aehai’.wi comi's let 
the sanas conclusion ahonl the fioimt ain-head of 
Ivahindre nat ids irispii*al ion. Shri Khat tachar.\ a’s 
ajijiraisal Ix'ing basc'd on a I'ar moi'c t'xlcimixe 
smw ey (tf Ibibindranai Ids woiTs. tlirough his 
akalitx' to slnd\- Ihi'm in their oiag'iial Keiigaii 
form and lliriaigh lii^ far more prolonged and 

N.i l.-rss a thinloT limn tlie late gipin (’tiamlra l^al 
eaiiie le Pie same eoeelieosn tliirly years ape, (i. Tlr 
n . P, . VejOM . . 
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. ]• acquaintance with the lifi'ts work ot 
.iidraiiath at home, the identical conclusions 
, how clear and unniistakaljle are the currents 
iiiouqlits, ancient and Eastern in origin, that 
.. inlluenced and dee])ly tinted the life and 
; of Itabindranath. Shri I)ishnu]);ula Bhatta- 
:i\a starts his article with tlie followiny 

. -.1 ; wfMT;! ^IC^J 

' ' Rh'uuiw-i 

:■ I' 

riiis passage may he ti'anslated thus :- — 

‘■E\( r\’ plan(‘ of Bal.)indranat its life was so 
1 'iii‘ated with th(‘ currents Of thouudit Ilowiiiy 
L; tile U })(ni isliads that it would he no exay.c'e- 
’!• 11 to state that e\'ei’\’ thought and e\('i\\- died 
111 - were insin’rial h\' that form of deep ciamnu- 
i: with (iiK'fs inner- tieiug, as was (iijoined h\' 

r j.iii \\diate\ er itahindraiiat h lias 
ri'ieii or spoken, in his |)oetr\ , music, es-ax s or 
■■•‘clu's, has h(‘eu actix'atial h\ tin* main ideals 
i )i(‘ ( 'pan IsIkkIs." 

Shri Biiat tacharya has demons I rated t h(‘ 
'Simunity and I'onI inuit\' ot tiiought. lr<'Ui t he 
.ieiits ot tlu‘ I Jpanisiiadic saea'S to tiux Poet- 
alosoplrer ot our days, hy (piotatioiis liorn 
.a tiiidi’aiuith’s iioems and citations trom oui 
ered t(wds, and has thus ahl\- suhstaiit iat ed 
: statement ahout Raldndiainat ids hie and soul 
iiL'' attuned witii tin* \ihraiit exliortat ions ol 

ancients. 

Ind(‘e(l the same conclusions are reached hy 
of th(»se that have the mental cidihre and depth 
: scholastic attainment rcatuisile tor an accurate 
praisa! of Balnndranaiids iite, woii:s and 
sefiing. Ttir^ crude and dtdilierate at1(‘in]tts at 
i- denigration of the life and works o( Raln’ndra- 
wh Tagore h\- a small coterie of self-apl.)ointed 
itics fi'om amongst ids own people can oiilv h(‘ 
carded therefore as being eithei’ an (*xt(msmn 
: th(^ iieo-i\Iarxian doctidne that no outstanding 
I'litation shall he allowial to stand that 


threatens to (uershadow the Marx Renin tliesis, 
ol’ as live working of mediocrt' intellects that art' 
accustomed to t'xaluatt' ext-rx' litt'rarx- production 
along their own liinitt'd criteria foi‘ t'xct'llt'iua'- 
wliich, in t ive cast' of tin.' most i ruhl icizt'd ot 
tiiese critics, aia; the txhil)i(ion and exu ht'i-auct' 
of tile sexuad urgt' and tlu' depictation ol the 
murkit'r ek'nu'Uts in tin: life of tlu' “proitdariat . 

Ifnough has l)e('ii said. 1 helit'Xt' to |)ro\t' that 
it nt't (Is a Miiiiuth' to sound tlu' prol undit it's ot 
this s('a of iilerai x' pi'odiict ion. Xoxx' xx hat about 
th(‘ man hinisell ? ih'is- again comes the .saint' 
(jUv'stioii on a dillei’t'ut aspect. llovs' can anx 
ordinarx' mortal takt* tin' measure ol a xtadlahlt' 
ditaii, standing “at the cro'-s-roads ol two agt'.n 
(radilional and modern, and ol two taiilural 
worlds. East and West, as In' did ! 

Mx r('C(dlt'ctions of Kahmdranalh start Iroin 
tin' lat(‘ ‘Xiiu'tit's of the last ctnliirx and thex' 
(‘('iitinin', XX ill) one hiatus ol sis vi’ars I roiii the 
end nf Ihi:; to tin.' autumn of RMU. till 1 ht* xt'i'X' 
Iasi miniil(' ol tin' lat('lid dax' that mai ked his 
passing axxax. Rut .'till I lirndx' Ix'liv'xo' tiiat it 
xxould )h* |>resnmi>t ion on mx part to t r \ to gix t' 
lull picture of his pmssonalil X’ just as it would 
ht' for an\a)ne ('ls(' xxho is lix mg to-dax'. Onlx' an 
approximation can Ik* atU'inpUd on the l)asis ol 
j:(‘rs( nal experi<'nc('.-' and on th*' ('stimati' oi tliosi' 
frxx xx lnt c'iine closa lx in coni act xxdt h him, 
porsoiially and inti'lh'ct nail \'. 

Mahal nia (hindlii’s lirst coiitacl with oin' 
whom he wa.^> to h»\(' and ri'xcre as hi.. ( , mifflc ni 
ill l;itc x’oars calm' when In' reci'ive!! Us. lOO'd - 
j'rom Ivahindraiial h a.- a langihle .^mpport lor tin' 
eausr of tlie Indians at Natal— foi' whom 
(landhiji was tlieii conducting a passixe resis^ 
tance moxcnieiit, Rahiiidra na 1 li had M'ad Rem 
gali Iraiislatn-ns <,r (-as'rpts tak('n from Randhijis 
liapi'i*. Ihilidn Opnifoii, as given m the rrartisi. 
Being mindi irnpia'Ssc'd h.x xx hat In- ix'ad. In' xvroti^ 
to rnx' fath(*r, xxho xxas 'editor ol th(' Pravo-^p 
saying that it xvas a nohhc caus(' and that he 
would liki' to .s<'nd Iks. 1000 - to the vvoidhy leafh'r 
as a token of his suppoid. My fatin')’ forw arch'd 
Its. 1000 - to (dandhi.ii, whom In' had corin' to 
knoxx through correspondence and through the 
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iiiediiini of the Ivdinu Opinion, which Gandhi ji 
acknowledg-ecl direcliy to Rabindi'anath. Thus 
started the contact bctwi^en the two great souls, 
who jater knew each otlier closely and intimately 
tor nearly i\‘)ur decades. 

Gandhi ji, who was one of the sponsors of the 
atoreinentioned Goldirn Hook of Tcuiore paid his 
tribut(^ to his Gurudeva in the following few 
words, which express with far greater clarity 
than a lengthy i)aean the closeness of the bonds 
that h(dd the two great soids together : — 

“In common with thousands of his country 
men 1 ovv(' much to one who by his poetic genius 
and sing*ular ].)uril\' of life has raised India in the 
estimation of the world. But 1 owe also mvre. 
Did he not harbour in Santiniketan the inmates 
of my Ashram who had preceded me from South 
Africa ? Tho other ties and memories are too 
sacred to beai* mention in a [aiblic tribute.'’ 

It will sultice to sa\^ that Mahatma Gandhi's 
tribut(‘ is in full accord with the opinion and 
sentiiTKmts of all who were ca|)able of apprecia- 
ting- truth and purity as cardinal virtues, amongst 
the thousands of his fellowmien wdio came in 
contact with him, 

J have already I’cf erred to tlie i)assage in the 
chapt(‘r entitled ''The Teacher' of his llcTigion of 
Mon, wherein lie says that his family was re- 
gulaled along an “unconventional code of life” 
wliii'h was “a confluence of three cultures. The 
Hindu, Mohamnualan and British” and he further 
brings in the way how that wais modified by 
Vitdorian manners. I \vould venture to say, with 
all due humility, that Rabindranath’s personality 
evinced the lasting impress of all those variants 
to the end of his days, and the superficially appa- 
rent complexity of his nature was in reality a 
resultant of these three influences acting from 
different ang*les and with variable forces. 

He wars a Hindu with his deep introspection 
and communion wdth the inner-self that govern- 
('d all his mature thoughts and actions as has 
been amply demonstrated by his life's work. 
His tndy impeccable and courtly manners, his 
insistence on proper observance of formal be- 
haviour, within the family circle and in public, 
the dignity that marked his outwaird appearance 
and movements in public and over all, the singu- 


lar calm w^hich gave his visage a look of complrtc 
detachment either in moments of extreme strt‘s,s 
or on joyful occasions, all these were the outw^aiij 
manifestations of the Mughal Gode of life that 
he absorbed during his early family days. In 
Iran, majiy persons, including Aga Fouroughi Hie 
Foreign Minister at the Court of Reza Shah, 
rei)eatedly reniaj'ked that Dr. ' Tagore very 
strong*ly resembled — not only in outw^ard dress 
and appearance but also in behaviour and reac- 
tions in public — the old Persian nobles and divines 
of the Sufi School. Indeed the happiest look on 
Rabindranath’s face that 1 saw^ w^hile in Tran, v as 
when he wais seated by the gr'aveside of Hafiz, 

The abhorence of all references to sexun.] 
urges, and othei* milder forms of prudery obsi'r- 
vable in his later literary productions are remin- 
nisent of the early Victorian inlTuoices in iiis 
life. He did affect British dress and social ens- 
toms for a time, after his sojourn in England in 
his early youth, l)ut Tie discarded the dress and 
shed most of the acquired tastes of the lilngland- 
returned of those days, with the coming of niaiu- 
i*it\r But he retained to the end the realistic out- 
look on curi'ent events and prol:)lems of the dry 
that chai’acterised the British attitude that he 
adoj)ted early in life. This wars in shar]) conti’ast 
to his decider concej)t of Life, Humanity aad 
Time, wTiich embraced all these as being inse])M- 
rable from tTie Eternal, ageless and unbroken in 
life or death. 1 remember the day in London, 
about the end of August T913, w^hen after learn- 
ing that Yeats had received news from relial)lt‘ 
sources about Rabindranath being; awnrded I lie 
No))el Prize for litx'rature, we rushed to pay em' 
respects and to felicitate the TToet. We were 
amazed to find him completely unmov('d aiui 
detached. Indeed he firmly refused eithei’ to 
talk on that matter or to grant interviews to Hir 
newspapermen wdio had congregated in searcTi ol 
co))y. A few months later, after he had returnoh 
to India, wo woyo equally astonished to read in tho 
Indian papers that wmre s-ent to us, about the cold 
and brusque reception tliat a host of his frieudr 
and admirers met, when a trainload of tTiem had 
rusTied to Santiniketan to congratulate him afi’S’ 
the Nobel Prize announcement had been mruk' 
public. 

Ijong years after I understood W'hy he seenc'd 
so inscrutably calm on that day in London, and 
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viiy he reacted in that stranp^e fashion when his 
^ymirers went in a body to Santiniketan to cele- 
the honour awarded to him. 
tlis inner-self had protested and so he had 
M'ihdrawn within himself to debate whether this 
yiji-j and reward was of the essence. And it was 
Mdciit that he had accepted the dictum of the 
voice that it was not of the essence : 

Bdhifa^' w'as the pronouncement of the 
rinri'-self “it is of the (transient) eaternal sub- 


stance,” and that pronouncement was reflected in 
the sonil)re tune and words of the Song he com" 
posed on the occasion of the public announcement 
about the Nobel Prize, which went : — 

— 

“This string of jewels does not become me 
It is pai]iful to put on and it hurts to tear it off—” 


Tli(' Siiiih' -di i tnii of life runs thi oiiOh niy vi ms 

iiirjil iiiit! (liiv iim^ IliiiOtoli Iho \ooiUl iiUil ii,iih(s 
111 I Iiylli iiiii’ 

II / ■ Ihc >.////(• ///(■ (hill dioi'ls III J>'V (liii'iiyji (ho ,Iiid 
(>/ I ho Ottrlh in ii ii m ho rl i I'l oi nss 

,iiiii hiiiiks inlo I n III n ! I iii'ii s ’.rwvi'.'. (7 lisroos ,i ini fh\ 0 (' i 

II is the :uiiiu- Ido Ihiif is ish hi il m llh O'oonn (lihilo 
,0 bn Ih niiii ot iii iilh. in obh niiii in flo.o, 

} i, ol my limbs nio inn^lo oloiions by Hi: loinh ot Ihis n^'ibl 0! lin . Anoi my fndo is from lifr-llnoh 
oh iiyos till noun: in my blood Hits momionl. 

— (,7 7 J.V./U LI 


Tho in doty oi tin onKodi oi (loodom 

IS llio InsliOy (>/ llio 

I'OrlOilion of liiimnn n In lionsli i p 


!\,lioion oi Mnn 





I ^ oiisl il lit loll ()!’ India i:- (•(imniitlnd to 
t ho oimopt <»f 1 hr social s(‘r\ irr Stntr. Ihidri' the 
I)irri‘1i\(‘ I *ri 1 1C i| )lrs ol Stat(‘ Polic\’, the* Sta1(" is 
.•isl\r(l to srciii'f' and |;rot<‘ct a social order in wdiicli 
justice, socinl, economic and political, sliall iniOiTn 
institution-' of tins nntional life. ( ’iidur Fun- 
Hanumtal Pipjits there is tin* specific proxdsion 
person shall lx* d<‘pri\'ed of Ids lir<‘ oi' 
p(‘rsonal jihert\ except accorduiK to pi'oeedure 
<‘^dahlish('d l)\ law. It means that Stale-lra*de 
<‘\en it 1h(‘\ do not coiiform to the prin- 
<'(■ natural jiislicix will fiold tins held. 

I In* Stat(' may reculate or restrict any (s/oiio- 
niic, tinancial. political or otln'i’ s(‘cular acli- 
\it\ which may lx* associated \\'ith ridijyions 
pract ic(‘. 

lids conc(‘pl n| t )n‘ social ser\ ice State s(‘ek- 
iiip retaliate all sccinar act i\ it i(‘S, (‘xasn w lmm 
the\ are assoc iati'd w itli re|iy*;ious pract ica's, and 
d» resti'ict personal lil)('rl\' by \irtiie of State* 
made* laws y,i\('s enormous, unhridKxl jioweu’s 
to (hw'c'immeiit. And this is the anti-thesis of 
I ai'ore s political philosopliy. |Iis major poli- 
ti('al thesis e'onsi;-,ls in his anti-State attitude. 
-Accordiiie; to raeoiax India had no I'aitli in 
I^’litie’al and commercial ae;e;r('ssi\(m(Sss, pj'omo- 
tud l)\ tin* concejit ol Westm'ii nationalism, 
'rapoia* pos('d the (|uer.\ : what is the Xation ? 
lie ea\e the reply ; "It is tin* aspeid of a whohs 
Poople a.-> an oi’yanised poW('i**‘. Nationalism 
hacks all stremuoiis ehorts lor the achiewamumt of 
stix'iiylh and e*iliciency ihi'oiieh an accc'nt on na- 
tional ay c ressix eiiess and ('Xchisi veness. Na- 
tionalism whii'li promot«‘s a sens(‘ oi national 
exalt at ion. 

1 ayore was ciilicil ol power philosophy. 
Ih* wanted llial social (U'sirexs wei’t* to he satis- 
iK'd. India in the march of her Idstoiw had 
yi\ ('ll im]x>rtancc to social life, limitiny the* States, 
acti\iti('s to the* ndidmum. To he best yoverned 
i‘^ to hi' K'ast yo\'e*rneHl by the State. Ta yore’s 
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b.xsic stand is tliat the* social seiw'ice State is n 
suited to tlie* yemius of tlie ])eo]:)le of India. 

1 he State possesses a (*oere‘i\a' auttio]’it\ 
it is supre'uie* o\’er any indiv idual or yrou}) ; ii 
(‘omrnands obedience, and it is cnni|)etent P 
exact and entorce obedience* to its oi'ders. Tin 
.cU])i’e*nie cocrcice jiowen- of the State* is callc'i 
its sov-ei'eiynty. ddiere is the philosojihic C()ii- 
(*e'))tion ot the* State w'hicli suyyests that tli' 
State stands ahowe* all narrow nterests in societ'. 
tliat it ('>dsts to ])i:ornot(.* the yood life, th*it ii 
us(‘.s its co(*ix*i\e [lower on behalf of the* ijeriir;- 
imnt and ahieliny intere*sts foi’ which men li\. 
toy(*the}'. Put in sotier analysis, tlie action e! 
the* State is hiase*d. Tlie* Stiite* lU'ejds a boefv ('! 
me*n who opx'rate* its supre'rne e'oerciee aiithoi’it'a 
1 his body ol men is knowai as the* (TO\’eriime*ny 
I’hus, ( ioeernment is the* aye*nt of the Sta1(, 
'rtie* ( ;o\'e'rnm(*nt is not so\a*re'ie:n in tlie* se*nse* n 
wliie'h the State* is so\’(*i’e*iyji. The (lov’ernnieia 
max- have* limit(*d authoritv' ; It rna.v tie called tc 
account whe*n it ove‘rste*ps its aiithoia'ty. The di>- 
tinction la'twe*e*n tlie State and t loveiainie*]!! is hi 
he* note*d. < love'rnme'iit mac make mistake's ; it i- 
e*empos(*d of fallible' me*n. And men have* the'ii 
own tast(*s, own faiths and t he*y may (‘onfuse* then 
l)rivatc* inte're'st’^ with the* we'll Ixa’ny of society a- 
a whole*. 

ddie* jiosition is this that e*very act of the Stat" 
is a .ye)ve'rnme*ntal act. The* will of the State i- 
in its laws. And the laws are made by (h)v(*iai 
me*nt. Thus, the* e'xte*n*'ion ol the* autliority o 
the* State* in e*v(*i’y aclivitv of soci(*ty yive*s (*nor 
nioiis powers to (iovernment. And those wh 
command the coe*rcive* instrume*nts of the* State 
do not acce])t the* position that th(*y may lie wrony 
'Fhe* ])uri)oses of the State are* d(*tined l>y those 
who are in iiower, and it is the*y who jud.ye if the 
|)urj)ose's are lieiny tulhlled or not. Thus, three 
thinys are to be noted: (1) the State mus' 
ne)t have extensive jurisdiction ; (2) Govern 

ment must not have unlimited power ; (2 ; 
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- must, have freedom in restraining the 

;.i I )itrary ways of Government. 

Tag-ore’s anti-State attitude flowed from 
r i. i)()litical postulates that society was so\'e- 
t.'ign and that th(^ happiness of indixiduals 
r mid not be dictated unless men and women 
;.L'r(aMl to work for their own welfare. Tagore’s 
:iMitude was nursed b\' his coiice])! of the i*ole of 
ili(‘ individual in society. The individual must 
r iio himself. I>ut he cannot have freedom if he 
remains in the i)rison-house of his selfish intei’(‘sts. 
The indixidual must haxe a higher i)iirpose. Tie 
ir uot to rcunain in isolation. He is to li\(' in lel- 
|()\\shi|) with others. He must liax'e a social con- 
-cience. He is to regulate his jjassions in tlu^ in- 
terests of society. The indixddual must ia'S|H‘ct 
(.rial institutions whicli seek to stiHsigt luai social 
!)ouds and to awaken social coiwcienc(‘. ludix’i- 
di.iads, socially conscious, achi(‘\'(‘ tht^ abiding inb‘- 
icsts of the community. Th(^ indixidual must 
iollow not his blind imindse but Ids social 
mnscience. The indixddual is not capid)le of high 
aims if he remains shut ui) in his own limitiMl 
((‘11. Thus, according to d’ag:ore, social reflations 
gi\e meaning and direction to individuals. 
Society can thrive when olxligat ioii^ an* fultilled. 
Th(\\’ ai'e to l)e enforced b\' social iiistit utieuis. 
When individuals obey social instil ut ions toi' 
tlie fulfllmcnt of social xx'elfaia*, th(\\ are fiane 
I’reedom is mfl throttled xvhen individuals give 
"l)edience to the’ urge’s of highe-i' lixflng. 

fl’he foi'egoing <amdysis eef Tagore led him to 
the acce])tance of the true’ enel of a laitional 
frea’dom. In his viexv, society is in re’alit.v sove- 
reflgn. The tigerish instincts of indixieluals are 
lo l)e ce)nt rolled. Hut they are to be checked, ne)t 
I'.v f()rce’ l)ut by moral ])re’ssure‘. flflie State loves 
lo in’e foiee ; soefletx' prefers to use pi‘*.‘ssure. 

Allegiance is due ne)t to an instil utie>n 
tail to the i)urpe)ses fe.u’ xvliicTi tlie institution 
-tanels. He’iice, thei'e is a re)om tor i'efl)ellie)n in 
certain circumstances, accoi'ebng to Tagore. \\ hen 
the State acts as the guarelian of moral x'alues, 
it enfoi’ces obediences l)y its laxxcs and punishes 
rebellion by force. The task ol the axvakening' 
of the social conscience is to be lelt to social 
instituti(cns and to leaders of society, fl hey will 
widen the horizon of the common man by per- 


suasion, b>' education, by improx ising social insti- 
tutions and by impi*ox iiig social eiixflronments. 

Tagorc’ worked tor a free societx'. In free 
society, then’ is the })]flncii)k’ of self-limitation. 
It is an adx'eiiture for the discoxerx' of tlu' moral 
])ur|)osi’s o| soci(’ty. Hrc’e society asks foi’ the 

gi'owlh of th(’ indixidual, for the integration of 
tlie indixu'dual with tlu’ int(’i-ests of society 

as a whok‘, for tine acti vising of tlu’ moral 

and crc’ative instincts in man, foi* the rc’gula- 

tion o(‘ passions and ai>i)etit(’s on (k'sirable 
social lines. Fjvedoin comes xvIk’u the sense 
of responsibility gi'oxvs. It is not linked xvith tlu* 
jflght of fi’anchise. Specks ol' tx'rannx are pro- 
Mounc(‘d xvlum there’ is moral apathy and the 
(k’cax' of social consciencie and tlu’ j)roliferat ion of 
l)nreaucrac\’. 

What are the tc’sts of a Ires* societx' ? Tok‘- 
raiKU’, coiiscionsiu’ss of Hue individual, the search 
for liarmonx’ and collaboi’at ion, social mobilitx', 
re’cognition of tlu' i)rincii)k’ of sutability, the 
race foi* adjustments, Hu’se iwv Hue ])rincipal te’sts 
of a fiaeee sociefly, according to Tagores The in- 
(livielual has his self-k)xe’ anel self interests. He 
has also higher instincts of symi)athy and mutual 
heelp. fl’he* indixielual must e*onsult the highei' 
|Hir|)ose‘ of his existence’. He’ is to live’ in 
felloxx’ship xvith othe’i’s. Society greuvs when 
Hu’re' is uintx' anel cohesion. It is not enough 
that diffe’reene*e’s are* i*ecognise’d. The ])ositixm 
oppoifl unit iees of expansion and move’nu’nt should 
not be* denie*el. If friction is to be avoided, 
the impulsee of ce>-ope’ratie>n has to be* kept ac- 
tixa*. Tagoiu stresse’d the’ point that social ins- 
titutions shoidel have two objects, viz., the 
regulation of i>assions anel a])])e’tite‘S for the 
harmonious elex'eio])ment of man, and the pro- 
me)tion of disinteresteei love for his fellow- 
cre’aturee AVlu’U man is not true’ to his hig^heu* 
natiii'e*, he al)uses ))owe‘r and fre*eelom. Thus, 
with fl'agoi'e*, unfix*!* society, widow'e*d of social 
instinct^, is the* gre*ate‘st hindrane-e te) pe’ae'e, 
ju’ogress anel |»rosperit\v It is not through 
se*lf-k>x'e but through se’lf-re’alisation that the 
inelivielual is to ae'hie’xx’ the moral })ur])oses of 
society. 

Tagore’s anti-State attitude drove him to 
enunciate the following thesis : (1) A political 

miracle cannot l)e built on the’ eiuick and of social 
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slavery ; (2) weaknesses in society become the 
source of danger in politics ; (‘>) tyranny is inevi- 
table when man is not socially conscious. 
According to X'ngore, truth is not only manifold, 
l)ut it is ever moving. True, there are diver- 
sities and differences, but “they are fluid with 
life’s flow, they are changing their courses and 
their shap(\s and volume”. Those who set up 
boundaries to avoid collisions are moving in the 
wrong direction. And those who seek to 
o})literat(‘ diff(‘i’ences for the sake of uniformity 
are equally on the wrong path. Tagore intensely 
believed in “the wrold-game of infinite permuta- 
tions and combinations”. 

Tagore told us that man lived in a cage 
when his mind was not free and awakened anfl 
that social institutions were blind and unhelpful 
when life was denied movement and expansion. 
In short Tagore was scornful of i)ui)pet-rn(ni. ]le 
worked for “live men”. And the Tagore thesis 
is that “live men cannot play the ])upi)ct for 
long”. We should be ignoring man's nature if 
we try to make iiim a pu))|)et. India failed in the 
march of history when she wanted to make man 
a ]>uppet. The other countries would fail too. 
The State oft(‘n wants to devour the individual 
and to make him a piqipet. 

The other major thesis that- Tagore ardently 
preached was that brute force woidd end in the 
brutalisation of man’s nature. He wanted us 
to fight the great fight in the field of 
righteousness. in “(-//rn* AcUijiair (Foui’ 
Chapters), Tagore let his hero, Atindra, make 
the following dc'claration which was tyiiically in 
tune witli the Tagore thesis : “I will confess to 
you for th(' first time today : What you call a 
])atriot, that 1 am not. Tlu' ])atriotism of those 
who ha\e no faith in that which is aboxe patrio- 
tism is like a ci-ocodile’s back used as a ferry to 
cross the river. Meanness, unfaithfulness, mu- 
tual misti'ust, secivt machination, plotting for 
lt'adei*shi}) sooner or latc'r these drag them into 
the mud at the bottom. That the life of the 
country can be sa\'ed by killing its soul, is the 
mostrously false doctrine that nationalists all ovei’ 
the world are bellowing foihh stridently. My 
heart groans to give it effective contradiction. 

Advocates of KState authority argue that men 
are to be controlled and regulated. The ultimate 
objective is to promote social co-operation. 


Power IS necessary to create conditions for the 
satisfaction of the desires of others. If it is 
accepted that men are ruled ultimately b.\ 
violence, there is a good case for the extension of 
the ambit of the State. But if men are to be 
ruled by the wisdom of those who appeal for 
understanding and co-o])eration, the sovereignty 
of society;, on which Tagore’s anti-State philo- 
soj)hy is based, has to be acceiited. Tagore’s 
free society depends on the taming of powder and 
on the activising of moral instincts of man. 
Hegel’s ‘(’-orporative State’ justifies tlie privileges 
of the holders of powany and it is based on an 
undemocratic ethic. Love of powau' has to be 
bound u}) wdth some end other than powanv The 
real search is for social co-operation, not for the 
capture of the State pow-er. The State authority 
gives powder, but it -kills man’s soul. Bertrand 
Mussel gives support to Tagore’s anti-State 
attitude w hen he says : “If social life is to 
satisfy social desires, it must be based upon some 
phi]osoph>^ not derived I’rorn the love of power”. 
The governmental mentality has to go if social 
co-operation is to be acdiieved. Tagore’s plea 
for anti-State attitude may apiiear galling to the 
idolaters of the State. But it gives a sense of 
the value of thing other than domination. 

Tagore’s anti-State att-itude derives sus- 
tenance from the two schools of thought, the 
Marxian school and the Idealist school. There is 
th(' Marxian school that the State w^hich liquidates 
the relics of the class-system wall necessarily 
wu’ihe]* awaiy. If the State is essentially class- 
dictatorship, tluua^. is no room for a State, in the 
Marxian semse, in any society which is completely 
classless. Iku'haps the “Proletariat State’' wall 
not abolish classes altogether, and a com|)letely 
classless society wall not emerge. And in the 
absence of the completely classless society, the 
State wall not wither aw’ay. And society wall be 
free when class-movements and class struggles 
wa’Il not exist. According to Marx, classes are the 
ultimate realities of the historical process, but in 
a classless society, individual men and wannen wall 
g(‘t back their lost ])osition. Togore’s emphasis 
is on indix'idual men and women wdio have to 
strive for harmon>^ and cohesion through social 
institutions and not through the coercive powders 
of the State machinery. 

In the non-Communist w^orld, political philo- 
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pliers are slowly realisin^^ that the concept of 
; {je nation-State is interfering* with the total well- 
et'ing of the ‘‘civitas maxima’'. It was Tagore 
wlio had never been weary of stressing the 
niiidamental truth that people must think in- 
ternationally or perish. The conception of a 
t ivitas maxima” is no longer an idh' dream. 
Western political philosophers, belonging to the 
pragmatic school, are thinking of the world-com- 
iiiLinity, the “civitas maxima”. They are realis- 
!)ig that there is an egoism in the nation-State 
\\ iiich bodes ill for mankind. They are thinking 
W “non-sovereign statehood”. Many of the poli- 
iical philosophers are arguing that ‘The abroga 
Won of national sovereignty is the coiidition upon 
\\ hich alone peace is safe in a world of democratic 
Slates”. Thus, Tagore's anti-State altitude is in 
1 line with the modern political thinking. Students 
It!' political science are aware that there is an end 
to all justice and fnaxlom in society it the claims 
the State are a i)rlori siipei’ior to all other 
claims. In otlier words, tlu^ liower to c:dl th(^ 
Stat(‘ to account is essential to fi'oedom. And it 
Wit' State is sos'creign, social institutions are 
Wirown in the background. The supreme coerci\'(‘ 
power belongs to (he St.ate. The transformation 
ol' t he nat ion into I.Ih' sox’ereign Statt' has not beeji 
iieipful to lh(' growTh of free soci(d\'. We need 
i onditions and institut ions in which the nation- 
-’lale is no long’er sovereigai. 

Tagore recognised the intinite variety of 
iiuman i)ers()nality ; he argued the need to gi\a‘ 
it the most diverse means of expression. Mt'n live 
ditrererdJy ; so they think ditTei’ently. If tin* 
State is sovereign and is taken to l)e the su])r('ni(‘ 
coercive authority, com|)etcnt and egged on to in- 
terfere in e\^ery social activit\p the straggle For 
Wie capture of State-power becomes more* intense. 
Today, there is a struggle for power ])et.ween 
iiation-States, and there is a struggle for ])()W’er 
within them. The diverse m('ans of ex])ression 
lieconTe ossified when the State wants to chw'our 
the individual and social institutions. Tagore 
could not lie happy if the variety of human perso- 
nality is smothered. Hence, his major articulate 
premise w'as the anti-State attitude. If it is 
argued that “a world of competing nation-States, 
each of w^hich is a law unto Itself, prrxluces a civi- 
lisation incepable of survival”, the conclusion is 
irresistible that the all-devouring State cannot 


but create and produce tensions, subversive of, 
and hostile to, social harmony and cohesion. The 
national spirit, promoted by nation-State has an 
“imperialism” of its own. And when the regula- 
tory powers of the State are e^vtended beyond 
desirable limits, there is the inevitable erosion of 
free and eonscious socitdy for which Tagore lived 
and worked. 

Tagore's idealist tlu'ory is taken to be faulty 
because' man does not imi)i*ove by jiersuasion and 
education also. The theoipv of the ascendancy of 
the Stale is eeiuallx’ faulty, he'cause violence breeds 
x’ioh'uce and the interests of society cannot be 
si'rxed by making men puppets and dolls of the 
State. With Hegel, Ihe^ State is the I)i\ ine Idea 
ps it exists on earth. And he argued that all the 
worth of \hv human being was derived from his 
immei-sioii in its activiticcs. This is a dangerous 
theory, Iniilt ii])on the assumption, that the State 
can do no wrong. With Marx, the State is an 
organ of class-coercion, and not ot the common 
serxu'ce of the c()nimunity . According to him, 
e\'er\' State is a class-dicfatorship. Marxian con- 
ception of history is a themw of class-struggles, 
and llu' r(‘lics of the class-sysb'in can be liquidated 
by \ iolence ojily. Lenin developed the concept of 
the l’art\' State wdiere th(‘ Party was sovereign. 
Hegel found the prol'etaj’ian classes sovereign ; 
Marx found the i>r()letarian classes sovereign ; 
Lenin found the Ikirty sovereign. Tagore 1‘ound 
society soxu'rcign. His accent, wuis on class colla- 
boration, not on th(' forcible ending of class 
conlllct"'. 11(' rejected the concept of the all- 
devouring State ; he found class-contlicts un- 
snitahle tor the higher purposes of society ; he 
found th(' Party State' as an ('iigine of oppre'ssion. 
He' pi’oclaimed the nee'el for social harmony, for 
social coiwcie)nsiiess and fe)r social justice through 
the awcdxening of the higher instincts e)f men. 

Tagore e.greed wWth Marx that men must 
make' their owm history. Hut are men purely 
ge)verned by the material conditions of their ])re)- 
duef ion ? Tagore stated his case when he st.ated : 
“Man must realise the w^holemess of his existence, 
his place in the infinite ; he must know that hard 
as he may strive he can never create his 'honey 
wdthin the cells of his hive, for the perineal supply 
of his food is outside their wells. He must know 
that w^hen man shuts himeself out from the vita- 
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I sin^': arul ])uriryi!iK t<juch of the infinite and falls 
back nijon himself tor fiis sustenance and his 
healiny^, then he y^oads himeself into madness, 
tears hinu^sell into shreds, and (tat.s his own subs- 


tance.” This is the liasis of Tagore’s anti-State 
attitude, l)ecause it is through society and not 
through the State that man is to realise the 
wholeness of his existence. 
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Tagore’s Reflexions On Economics 

ASIIOKE CllATTVAUKK 


In his early youth the Poet Kabiiidranath 
T;i.M)j'e began to feel that there was a ])laee tor 
ri’vllini and balance in e\’ery thing. Ih'ginning 
,e!i the smallest particles ot matter and going 
. ’ into ihe great unix'erse ot st,ai's and ])lan(d^s 
S' loiind the same iTixdlim and balance whiidi 
. nl the material woidd going. In the world ot 
1 '. Might, music or shap(\s and (‘olonrs, llnn'e was 
. Lain tlie same UJiitN'ing toi'ce ot rhythm and 
Naiaiice which corngiosed a thesis or a l)asic philo- 
Mj)hic princip'a^ out of ideas or a symi)hon>' and a 
111 '.deri)iece ot ]jainti]ig out ot x'arious musical 
t uit's or trom iine^ and colours. 11 is j)ooti‘\', his 
'Mil’S, dramas, o])eras, dance-dramas, stoi'ies, 
;!M,t‘ls, essaxns, ])hiloso|)hical discourses aiidlastix', 
III- ].)aintings demonstrated in full this tunda- 
’iMMital rhythm and balaiua' wliicli he had accepted 
'Mi'itionallx as well as intellect uall\ as tlu' two 
na u' dimensions ot ^dl (‘reat ixa wort; ot art in tlie 
i" M ot literatuiv, music or painting. Uabindra- 
a .Ih 1'agoi‘e was a PriiK'c among Poids, a master 
■ i musical comi)osilion, a rare gauniis in aestiietic 
u ! wriminat ion and eclectic skill and a prolound 
nink(‘i* v\'ho could anal\s(‘ with ease all complex 
Old comjXMsite ideas into theii’ essimtial <-oni- 
S'Mients a]id reassemble their basic conception 
iito new and oiaginal cixxdix’e lornis. 

He stalled |jainting wlam lie was nearix 
■ cenlx' x ears old and collected in his mind the 
catteiXMl lilacs, shaiies and waxacs ot colour that 
’le tound straggling (werywhere around him, and 
' using the same intimsidx' discriminating scmsi' 
't rhxdhm, tialance, tundamental aciau'd and 
larmonxn ])aint(‘d and drexv luctiu’es which 
VMStoniided the art critics ot thr(‘e contiiamts. His 
enius enabU'd him to create stiaiies wdiere there 
Mad been no shajies betore, to comiiose soughs 
iielodies out ot tlie g^reat and complex mot its ot 
he ancient Indian Raijax and R(i(fivx and to 
uilegrate in his wonderous ]) 0 (dical expres- 
ion the most abstruse meta-physical concep- 
ions ot Dir(f ii ahiuUi , AA irditahafla (.>i* Dn'diia- 
' 1(1 ira i t a ha da. 


His intelKad ual xisioii cut (hiMMugli tlu‘ illm 
sions ot modern cix' il i/.al ion like' a llaniiiig sxvord 
and laid bare in Hitnr ( rue form and ] K'rs| aad ix (' 
xxhal wei'e disipiised and hidden troin oiir xit'W 
and understanding ; and that lu' would know wa'll, 
critical >' and down to tlu' basic ingredicMits tlu^ 
tnu‘ meaning ot ail human institutions and 
('iideaxonr m ('xerx' ta'ld ot man’s liti\ should be 
acce'pted as natural by all xxho kiU'W him and 
exM'rxMUK' xxho had stndie'd his life' and work. 1 
liaxM' been aske'd to sax s<;niething about Ids out- 
look and xii'ws in the' lie'lel ot national e'e'oneunics 
aiiel 1 sliall lr> t(» slmw troin liis own xxritiiigs 
how lie' re'ache'd to tlu' ('coiioinie’ tore/e's ol mode'rn 
e’ix'ilizat ion. 1 shall also t r> to draw e'oiiclnsioiis 
<P‘ an e‘X))'anate)r.\ kinel troin the' Poet’s writings 
n|)on xarioiis snbje*eds coiiiie'e'te'd XN’itli the gp'ue'ral 
ele'xelopine-nt ot human re'latioiis. In his (Riiaaiaii 
pnblislie'd in IP 12 tor wliicdi he was awarde'd llu' 
Xdbe'l Prize' tor lite'cat iii'o we* tmd a be'aiititiil 
e'X))osition ot the' sorrows ol liax ing too much. 

I .e't US re'ad it 

"'I'hc cliiia wild i, will) Piiiiccn. ro))i>^ ;iml 

\\li«) j<‘\\d| led chain:. I'diind lies iK'd; IdSf';-; all |dcasiil’o 

in hi:-, pl.ay his di<'s.'-. hannx'i s him at iwaa y slcp. 

“Ill IM-nr llial. il may he fra.X'cd oi .staiicfl will) dust 
he l.cr|.:-, himself from llu' W’dild. and is. afraid cve-ii t.n 
md \ c. 

“Mulhei. it i:-; im ysaiii, t hy lidiidayc ot line'l l XS if it 

one :.hiil dll fi'din the liealthtul dn.'.t ol the* e'arth, il 
it )-dh one of the rij'ld <d‘ ('ntianee td the pre-at lair d| 

< diiimdii human li(e.” 

TIk' I’oet alwaxs (mnde rnne'd ove'r accummn- 
lalioii ot material wealth and ttie piling up the 
aids le» good lix ing so high that Ho oih' could 
reach thee obji'cts and make* us(' ot Ihe.'in. Exam 
tluM Engdisli who haxa* a male'rialstic outlook 
s])eak of hax'ing “too much of a g:ood tiling ’ and 
the* Poet thou,gtit thfit collexcting and making; 
huge* dumps ot things wtiich mig-ht haxe been |)ut 
to gfeeofl us(^ it there had IteMUi less ot Hiem, wais a 
foolish ap]:u'e)ach to achiexe ])erl(‘ction in material 
civilization. Economics teach us the^ same thing. 
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Kconomic Primei's l(‘ll the studi'iits of this science 
ol utilitic's that as the (luaiitity of suj)p]ies of 
yoods (or servicesj ijiciH^as*' th(‘re is a in'opn'essive 
fall ill i\w us(*fuli)e,ss of fuj-ther additions to the 
total ol sujiplies. Mod(*ni civilizations worship 
the size and miniher of things. The Ini^t^er the 
.^dze and tfn^ larjexn* th(‘ number the nearer one 
conii's to perfection ; is one way of JookinK at 
tilings. And thc^ J*oet told us it was the wronj*' 
way to look at t hinps. The value of thiiiKs begins 
to \'anisij alter a c(‘rtain size^ or nurnlxu' has been 
a(diie\'(‘d and man bei‘om(*s a ])risoner in the 
prison tliat h'(‘ himsi'ir Imilds in the hoix* that 
Ids csinslruct i v(; (dlorts will brinp him irrealer 
tre(‘dom and happiness. Jn M nktadkara he 
portrays tti(‘ t oolislnx'ss of some who build aiui 
construct, and thus cut humanity off from the 
<dood, tti efiUiaial and the j>eautifuL As in all 
Idiinys so in biiildinp;, makinp;, collecting; and 
d(,ayniny man can be aimless and de\a>id of any 
wor(li.\' ol:).jecli\'(' and his woi'k can b(‘ a source 
of sorrow and trust ration to tiim and to others 
rathiu* than of hap]iiness and fufilment. dTe 
Poet thoiiyTit riylilly lhat the ])ur])ose of all cons^ 
tiuction and settiiiy up ot machiiKU’y was human 
r.eed, and, il pi'ojile built bridyavs oi* dams and 
(‘reeled jiower houses or plant in order to j*educ(‘ 
humanity lo a slate' ot sla\’(‘i‘y in wdiich men and 
wonu'n would loil withoid yaininy anytliiny that 
yould enrich their mind and l.xxly then such 
de\eloj)nient would be nieaiiinylt'ss and a yrcat 
loss (o mankind. A tew' Iin<.‘s from liis “Te//er.s‘ 
f r<nii Abfss/e” written within thirteen years of the 
Kussi.in 1 ii'\'ol lit ion (PJ.’U) \N'ould yadx* us some 
indii'atioii ol how he i hoiiyhl aliout tiu' socio- 
(‘conomic iirolilc'Uis ol‘ iuinianit\-. 

I ciuild ii('\('r ii;i\ r hclicx'ed it unless I saw it \N'ith 
my own eyes tlial witliiii ten ycai's IJicy liav(‘ liflod up 
liiiiidrt'ds of Diousaiids of jiursons from the lowt'st depths 
<d ir:m»(ain-(‘ and ipnomiiiy into not dww litojau'v l)ut into 
tho h mioiii' of tiLic lluiinuiit y. 

“Jravol is a raa'at aid to cdiu-ation. In Soviet Ixussia 
lIuMT a 1 C- olal.orato a rranycanents for travel for all who 
wish to son (.‘ounlry. 

In lOdS tlicy allot tfd aliout Gf) crorcs for education 
in the I kiainian. ( aucasian, Uzhey and Turcoman 

’s'.^ippnlojj 

the Pashkii's ^ver(' (juite illitei'ate l»efore the revo- 
lution. Their educaPsni hepan in and in eipht yeaes 

tlicy ha\c' got 2,582 sclmols. There are also two theatres, 
six imiseuins, l-I ui-han libraries, 112 reading i-ooins, 30 
cinemas in the cities and 40 in the villages. There are 


S!)l lecieatioji coi-ners in the cities for rural cultivato.:, 
and numcious dwelling places. Thousands have radios. 

“There aio arrangements in the big cities for youns, 
r)eoi)le to learn industiial woi-k. They come from all 
]>arts of the country. 

“4 liey leel ashamed that they have put up in sis 
yeais c»ii]y IMO hospitals in Turcomanistan wdiich is tht- 
most hackw'ard place in the TJ.S.S.lt. 

“Uegin fling with October 1920, the new budget year, 
a number of new scientific institutions and institutes will 
be opened in Tiuvomenia, namely ; 

1. Turcoman Geological Gornmittee 

2. Turcoman Institule of Applied Botany 

2. Institute for Study and research of Stock breeding 

4. Institute of Hydrology and Geophysics 

a. Institute of Hconoinic Ilt.-search 

(h (’li(‘mico-Ba('teriological rnslilute and Institute oi 
of Social lb\'git-iie. 

“Ill their ()]Hnion ordinary i)L'oj)]e do not. exist for the 

aiKaiitage of distinguished persons No one can 

ignore Society in ordc-r to improxe his own position. 

“'J'iiat effort at imin'oving the fortunens of the countr\ 
is really living and stalile, wJiich is tiie product of the- 
eniotioiis of tlie pt-ople. ddiost- wJio wisli to be the rulers 
oi' the jfoople singly, they always try to paralyse all othei's 

by jflanned ignorance To-diyv we are Avon over b> 

Mahatmaji s methods of political management, he will not 
be there to morrow, and then all Avdio want to be our 
managers will came u]) cv(-rywliere like the Guruti and 
Incarnations wlm croj) uj) in response to the demand of 
tlios(‘ who are nu-sinerised liy religions feelings. 

“Wln re imni lia\'e not been made ready, but opinion 
ami ideohtgy have Ix-en inaiiiifactu red freely, there I do 
not trust tile Jiigh and mighty leaders of men. 

“The iundamenlal tact is that aceummulation of 
wt-altli in individual hiiiids destroys the self i‘espect afid 
joy of lile of the jx-ople in general,. In such a situation 
an unbridgeable gulf sejiarates limitless greed from un ? 
limited jealousy, 

“I wisli that our villagers would yiractice co-operation 
in the held of production and economic, management. Tlie 
rt-asem being tlie respect tha tco-operation sliowys to pub- 
lic opinion. Tliere is no attempt at chastising the free 
will oi others and it admits the rgihts of humanity. 
Humanity cannot be fojced to surrender tliese.” 

Ral)indranath went quite deeply into the eco- 
nomic life of the pieople and thought constructive- 
ly about the i)roblems that India had been' 
facing' for decades. He admitted that produc- 
tion and emidoyrnent were essential parts of 
national life, and, though one could plan both to 
suit the requirements of humanity, there could 
be no question of ]>lanning a society to-day with- 
out modern economic institution. Just as a single 
individual was capable of producing all his national 
requirements without foregoing his spiritual, 
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rirsthetic and intell-ectual endeavour and activi- 
ty ; so could a nation arrange its material affairs 
V. ilhout in any way destroying its finer feelings 
,»] philosophical outlook. The real danger lay 
II! the preferances that the managers of the 
\.a‘ious methods by which they thouglit they 
iietion harboured within their he^arts for the 
\;irious methods by which they thought they 
would achieve economic |)rogress. In many cases 
l)i(ur insj)irations had a foreign texture ajid 
1 :illern which could never be successfully wonder 
Milo the nation's life ; for the reason that 1‘iinda- 
rneiitally alien thoughts, emotions and ui*ges 
would be thrown out of the national mind at 
sr.me stage, due to their incompatibility with the 
I'iiythm of life of the men and women constituting 
tlie nation. If the men and women reminded 
iii their mental make up creatures of the middle 
Wires, one could never instal in them desires and 
wishes which grew naturally in the minds of 
Americans, (Germans and the P]ritish of the indus- 
trial era. The fundamental thing therefore in 
i'lilly and permanently establishing modern ins- 
litul.ions in India is education. T>y -education 
the people of India would become modern in their 
wutlook and new institi.itions would then find a 
favourable environment in which to thrive and 
crow. 

In his analysis of tlie genius of different 
jiooples for different kinds of achievement 
i Kiipanata l?-)22 PkS.) he said ; 

“Tluinan ability lias a certain siii’])lus over the iiidi- 
-iduars pei'sonal reqiiirenieni s. Tie can us(' tliat .surplus 
III achieve more than what he himself needs. In animals 
tlieir ability is limited by their individual needs, and, ttiey 
therefore have no creative. elTort.. Man has his surplus 
ability winch he denotes to building ui) his civilization. 

“When we judge a nation we have to thinb' wliat that 
nation lias done witli it.s sui'plus of alnlity. What hav(‘ 
they constructed with it and to what i)urpose V 

‘‘We see in Kngland that after having; fultilhal tlu-i)’ 
I’wn requirement's they have sjient that sui'plus to build 
•up a political system which is very special and to keep 
tliat system intact and active. 

“We in our land have been spending that surplus <.)f 
ability to build a strong family life as opposed to political 
life. Our edueatiou, beliefs, moral preferences and 
actions are determined by our family life. ’ 

We do everything to strengthen our family 
life. In other countries family ties dissolve 
and vanish where they continue to bind us to dis- 


tant i*elations whom very often do not even 
know. So when in other lands peojtle do a great 
deal for society and the nation ; our relations 
muster strong to se})arate us from other i)eople 
and we find we ha\e no ability left hftei* we have 
I iro'vided for our kith and kin. If we are asked 
to do sonudhing for our families, w’e shidl do 
a gi’eaf deal ; but society, tlie eomnuiuily and the 
nation will always l)e rtdegated to a second, third, 
or a nineteeth })laee. 

Indi\'idual ent(U-])ris'e, the urge to do things, 
the impulse to j^ut one’s shoulders to a jot), these 
are tiu* psychological foundation of the national 
economy. \U\w material and sonu' capita] is 
ahvays there ; but if the human c'lement does not 
epme forward no amount of talk or calculation 
will achie\e tht‘ economic objective. The idea 
that those wiio ai’c' starving wail ahvays come 
forward to do all that is recpui’ed to h-e done is 
wuYmg. lM)r, not all the men are starving and 
hankering after the low' ])ai(l jobs w'hich one 
should get manned accoialing if) any' i)Ian of 
w'ork. And starving men wail not gel the most 
out of ])la]it and lauv materials. The urge to 
work, therefoi’e, is (sssential. And Tagore’s idea 
that indix’iduals must feel that mge within them- 
selves Ijcfoi-e anything wail get properly done, is 
economicall.v sound. A study of the rcysults 
achieved \)y the Congress (Government during 
I'ccent y'ears wall pi'ove the truth of liu^ al.)ove 
\ ic\vpoint. No target in any sphere of work has 
Ixsai hit l)y Slate or ])rivat(‘ emplo.vees, and the 
i‘(‘ason is that nobody feels any' work to be his 
own persoind ohjcai.ive, which he must achieve 
foi* his owai satisfaction. The greatest, weak- 
ness of all our economic (Tforts has in trying 
to get w'ork done by paying a minimum salary 
and without giving th(‘ wa)rker a personal interasst 
in his job. 

When Visi('a-Bh((r(itl U ii ivcr^il if wais started 
l)y ffabindranath his i)rineipal o])jective wqis to 
establish human relations on a universal basis by- 
])ringiiig intellectuals of different nations as well 
as students from far away countries to bis IJni- 
\ ersit.y w^here they could kxirn to a])pr(Hiate and 
respect each other’s culture and civilizat.ion. 1 
had the good fortune to be selected by the Poet 
to teach Economics in VisKui-Bharati for a few 
.years. It was then that I was struck by^ his dee]) 
insight into the fundamental facts oi national 
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ocoMomy. He could xisiudise ull economic enter- 
])rise of natiorml (limensions with the sani(‘ clear 
siy:hte( jness as he could in the case of a single 
man tilling his field or mending the roof of his 
liid. The nation, in tJoiid of economic effort, was 
like' a compk'x and gigantie* human entity as he 
saw it work and enj'ox’ing the^ fridls of its labour. 
Modern aidoniation of woiT, he th('y individual 
workers oi* the organized man power of nations; 
lack that pe'rsonal and human (piality ; and 
noixady has any ])('i'so]ial or ('vem grou|) emotions 
to ac]d('\e an\’fhing. dlu' Poet gave toj) priority 
to this pei’soind and human emotion which ins- 
jhre'd i)eo])le to achie've an\dhing. Like' an artist 
exjiressing Ids iniu'rmosl rexilizations in line 
anel ce)le)ur oi' a {)oe1 gi\’ing shai)e' in chosen words, 
to what he had seen as a meidal image ; 
woi’kers, the Poet thougld, shoulel work with e'mee 
tie)n and not unele'i’ eluress. Palculatienis and 
])lans o( ai] impe'rsonal kind produceel ne) such 
emotie)!! in the hiinran l.)eing e'oncerne'd. 

“The tiajth of Uiatter i^, that ai‘g‘umenls or 
j’ease)ns or nee'els can l)e‘ ex|)lained with statistical 
chaids, einly to damage e)ur senses anel withe)ut 
building: anyfldng. Our I'esexirchess attract the 
admiration e)f pee)ple' who ele) not fe)llow up that 
aelndratiem b\’ any deeds. 

“There' is an Kngiish proxerb, ‘Where ther’s 
a will there’s a way.’ But no one' has saiel, 
‘Where there'’s a g;e)eHl reason there’s a way.’ That 
our innerm()St ele'sii’es would tind a \vay for us, 
woidel have l)een a many way to ie)e)k at thing's, 
before' we had Jie) faith in an\- such outlook. We' 
thought we were fre'e to wisli or te) desire 
but it was in the' hands {){' others to finel a way 
— our lianeis weix' heix' only e)n sign on peti- 
tions (Siksha— lolM IPS.). Self re'liance and 
liersonal eme)t ions and at t achments transecend 
all ])lans anel calculatie)ns. Without that personal 
infere'st anel em()tie)nally alive human cemtacts all 
rea 1 iza tions become meaningless by i-eason of 
Ix'ing second hanek Bureaucratic management 
of natie)nal affairs is ahvays Ijad fe)!' the nation’s 
morale. To elo this out ed’ love anel the urge to 
achie\'e' something is always better than doing 
it uiiele']* orders oi* on |)ain of being subjected to 
a fine. Industrial administj-ations have found 
that the woi’kers unwillingness to co-operate is 
]]e)t always a mattei’ of inejiiey gain. The mere 
fact that the workers are carrying out orelers and 


ne)t taking: any |)art in giving those orders make 
them unresponsi\T to the calls made upon them 
by those who hire them, order them and pay them, 
The workei’s remain emotionally aloof and rendei 
their service as stipulated in their terms and con- 
difioMs of seiadce. And that is seldom ejiough t() 
make things more at the desired speed and in thv 
b-est manner, d’he Fiussian Stakhanov took his 
work as a matter of personal honour and was, 
therefore, emotionally ))laced in a position to 
bix'ak woivld records ol‘ out put. He broke records 
and people now s];:eak of Stakhanovism when the\ 
describe whole-hearted eff orts at p)roduct ion. Th(' 
Poel discoxei’ed flu' secret of human productivify 
both in ]K)int of (piality and (luantity. The 
highest (piality and the greatest (piantity can 
onf\' he achiex’ed when tlu're is a genuine 
desins in tin' worker, to achieve the best and the 
most . 

The Poet kne\s' that whoex'er planned to 
achiexe something in the field of work, indix'i 
dually oj’ in the company of o.thers ; had to have 
the I idlest ('motional co-operation and sipiport 
ti'orn the vNoisleei' or workers in oi’der to succeed. 
Scientihe statements relating to methods, tech- 
ni(]iie and ojieration : analysis of the factors of 
])i‘oduction ; sanctions, ;illocations of funds 
bureaucratic pi’ess buttom tactics to set things in 
motion ; would bring success only to the extent 
that an imjiersonal and lifeless mechanism can 
•achieve snccesa It would rcipiire the fullest 
mobilization ol human emotions to g(T things 
done to the best advantage' in exery way. This 
cannot lie achieved whether by (Tiambers o! 

( ornmerce offering shares and employment oi- 
h.x^ the Bui'eaucracy through taxation and 
P'lanned management of a soulless organization. 
It is Pr((fi the ehii/ vilalc or vital urge in human 
lieings, which can peiTorm miracles if properlx 
inspiirc'd. The IkxT had this mission and realiza- 
tioii when during the SiradcsJU Movement of 1906, 
India svx’’e])t forward to do things for herself 
ignoring the British laders of India. Has the 
day come again for us to go atiead by ourselves 
and without the support of the Bureaucracy and 
the (dhambers of Commerce as thost' in earl.x 
days of our national struggle for freedom. For 
we all feel that although we are being deprived 
ot many things and forced to deny ourselves of 
fhe good things oi lite at ex^ery step by oui 
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Kureaucrai.ic (Tovernnienl, we the ])eople have 
!;(Hai left out of the “wishing’” to do IhiriKS, It 
may l)e proved for the sake of argunieid and by 
ihcoreticHl analysis that we are the fountain 
from which flows all inspirataon to do things at 
fiovernment level ; but we know in oui' heart of 
hearts that we are being cheated out of some- 
thing vital, namely, our ])ersonal and emotional 
rontact with the i)lanning, the sanctioning and 
(he actual work iinolved. Ttu^ ]jul)]ic are the 
owners of the Stat(^ i)uildings theoretically, but 
Ihey require passes signed by the bureaucrats to 


enter those buildings. The\’, therefore, do not 
feel that they have anything to do with the owner- 
ship, occupation or management of those 
buildings. The same is true of all the railways, 
roads, canals, p)ower ))lants and factories owned 
l)y the public. The lk)et\s emphasis upon the 
vital l)onds that should Ihnd the people with the 
things that “they own, build and operate'' is of 
great significance, and our bureaucrats should 
make a s})ecial study of that part of his gdiilo- 
sophy to guide tlnnn in naiional planning. 
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Honouring & Dishonouring Tagore 

PROF. TAllAKNATR SEN 


It is uiKjuestionably an extraordinary piece nary celebrations this year, hnancial assistance 
of Kood fortune for us, Benyodis and Jndians, that towards the compilation of a Tatn)re Concordance 
a ^OT'a! man and writer like PaRore was born ouR'ht to be reyarded l)y them as a necessary pari 
a’mony us. I, tor one, am not quite sure whether of the obliyations they have assumed, 
we (ieseiwe it fully. Deserved or undeserved, it 

is undoubl.edl)’ one to express our thankfulness The othei* way of honouring the memory of 

for, in ])ublic and on a national scale, on this occa- Tagore J am going to s])eak of, was suggested by 
sion of th(‘ centenary of his birth. But the ex- an episode recorded in Sm. Nirmalkumari 
pression woidd not be worth\' of the occasion if it Mahalanobis’s recenily published reminiscences 
wei’e confiiKHl to only ephemeral celebrations. To of ttie last days of Tagore, Haishe Shrabav. Only 
be comme]isurat(‘ with the gn^atness of the occa- a few weeks before his death Tagore was speak- 
sion, ways of ex|)ression of substantial and per- ing to the peopk' assembled in his room (including 
manent worth must be sought tor. I am going the authoress) of the sufferings of Bengal 
to speak here of two such. villagers, witnessed with his own eyes, due to 

One of the very best ways of honouring the scarcity of drinking water ; and she found the 
m(‘mor\' of Tagore would be, to my mind, to Poet in tears as he spoke. Let us honour those 
l)repai*e a standard concordance to his works, in tears of the^ Poet, shed on the exe of death over 
English they have had l)y now standard concor- the sufferings of his countrymen. They are 
dances to the works of nearly all their major sacred tears. The\^ ai’e Ix'st honoured if the 
poets. Surely we owe it to the memory of our Covernment of West fiengal makes it a point to 
nationid j)oet to pre]xire and br’ing out a stajidard one or more tube-wells, as needed, at every 

concordance to his writings. This will be a work xdllage in the State which lias none, and to add to 
of solid worth and j^ermanent value ; a reliable their number where t he existing ones, if any, are 
concordance xvill be to students of Tagore an not sufficient to meet local needs. A plaque 
invaluable reftu'ence book and tool of research. should be attached to each such tube-well describ- 
It is l)y no means an easy task to prei)are a ing the occasion of the installation. It is not yet 
full cojicordance to the immense body of Tagortfs too late i)erhaps to insert a scheme like the one 
writings. It calls for a team of devoted workers suggested in the Third Five-Year Plan of West 

and ade(|uate hnancial provision, and will be Bengal. It would bring home to the masses of 

necessarily spread ovei* a Jiuml)er of years. But Tagore’s countrymen as nothing else perhaps 
a start might well be made in this centenary could how much the\’ were in his thoughts 

year, and would form a worthy part of the and how he was indeed theii* ‘national poet’ in a 

centenary celebrations. The compilation of a very real sense of the term. Tagore, it must not 
xerbal concordance, coveidng both his prose and be forgotten, was not. merely a poet and man of 
his verse, is what we should attempt in the first letters but one who worried himself a good deal 
instance ; that of what is called a ‘real’ concor- over the problems of an afflicted country and world 
dance, that is to say, a subjectwise one, may be and a very large part of whose multifarious acti- 
undertaken later. vity consisted of social service alone. This cen- 

The Visva-Bharati University should, to my tenary year calls for a memorial to the Poet that 
mind, take the work in hand, and approach the would emphasize this aspect of his life and work. 
Central and the West Bengal Government for 

financial assistance in the undertaking. Since Ways of dishonouring the memory of Tagore 

both the Goveimments have sponsoi>ed the cente- are many and varied, and it is not the purpose of 
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ihis urticlc to chIciIo^’uc Ibcni. 1 would confine 
uiyself here to one rather insidious way of 
honouring his memory which amounts to dis- 
honouring — I refer to the filming of his works. 
Film versions have been made within the last few 

years of two of his l)est-known short stories 

two of his finest — Kahvlhridlah and K^kudiia 
Pashati (HHiigrif SI ones). (Films of other short, 
stories are in contemplation or in the making), 
both the films add a lot of alien matter to the 
r»rigina] stuff — paddings and graftings, frills and 
embroideries, that tend to give a s])ec*tator, who 
has not read the stories themselves, the impression 
that Tagore did not know’ his art. IIow^ is it 
Dossible — the rdm-makers might ask — to trans- 
lorm a short stor\’ into a feature him without 
additions ? Of course, not. Kxactly the reason 
why hlm-makers should leave t he short stories of 
Tagore severely alone. The short stories of 
Tagore, and the two stories, Ka hidiu'dllifk and 
Ks}u(dit(i Pasha II, in particulaiy are each a stdf~ 
('ontained and seir-complete wwjrk of art. Their 
roncentrated form.wajuld not lu'ook an addition here, 
er a subtraction there : any the least iiderrereiice 
sends its integrity to pieces. That is the sacrilege 
(aesthetically it is no less than that) that has 
l)een perpetrated in the tw'o films. The him of 
KahuVnraUah adds details aliout the prision-lil’e of 
fvahamat that wandd furnish matter enough for 
another short story. In that of Kshadiia lUishav 
the hne poetry of the original is reduced to firose 
in the way a series of suggestive intei’rogations 
are turned into Hat affirmations, the sui)(‘rnat urak 


J*ealized as a feeling in the original, is brought 
dowm to an ocular level, and a hint ol‘ re-incarna- 
tion thrown in for additional embellishment. The 
tw’o films have undoubtedly theii‘ merits as films. 
But even on the most liberal appraisal of their film 
virtues, the question still remains : 'Why create 
one W’oi’k of art b.v killing another ?' 

Literary classics are often mutilated beyond 
recognition in \vest(u’n hlms. But then, fortuna- 
tely, the niajorify of i)icture-goers in w’estern 
countries aiv acquainted wdth the originals of 
such films : vshich is not the case wdth the two 
dims ill (|uestion, so fai’ as non-Bengali audiences 
are concerned. The two films have been wddely 
exhibited outside Wi'st Bengal. Of the non- 
Bengali film-goers w ho have view'ed or will be 
viewing fhe tw’o films, only a lu'gligible minority 
have or will have read fhe twa) stories of Tagore 
eif ht‘r in tlu* original oi^ in their English transla- 
tions. The jion-Bengali film-goer, therefore, could 
hardly be lilamed if from his exjierience of the 
two films he concludeo that Tagore was a writer 
wdio used to jiad his short stories wu’th crude and 
mer(dricious otiosities. Would that be a service 
io the nnanoiw^ of Tar.ore ? The least that film- 
makers could do if they cared for the memory of 
Tagore would h(‘ to preface such films with a 
candid declaration that, wdhle some of their 
matter wxis taken from this or that work of 
TagoiT’s, there was a good deal in them that was 
simfily not Tagore's. 
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Rabindranath and Art 



In 19J(), tile rising time of the Bengal School 
had iiumdated the country. Inteilectuals greeted 
tdiis school with hopes in tlieir hearts, and dreams 
ot a revival oj tlie priest iiie glories of the past. 
Our knowledge oj art in those days was meagre 
and j)athetic in its poverty. Jt was derived from 
the staid volumes created by British clericals, 
who N'omited their derivati\’e erudition in these 
volumes, dliey discoursed jjatiently on llel- 
manism, Asia Minor, elegance and beauty — 
iiderlaided with cheai) prints of Greek and lover 
of Boman art. On woi’se, we regaled ourselves 
on the vapid outpourings of Victorian age — distant 
archeologists, who vented their imperialistic 
s})leen on hidian gods, and godesses. In a word, 
we had not the faintest motion of the past, of the 
revival of which w(‘ dreamed. W(‘ were i)essi- 
mistic of a virulent type. 

I]i lOJO, Dr, Goomaraswamy’s exhibition of 
Indian ])aintings was a bombshell fluency on the 
serene atmosphere' of our pessc/s/r world. For 
the first time', we realised the significance of 
Ivajasthani and Pahari jiainting. The vision 
unfolded itself gradually as the result of continu- 
ous lal)Oui* and st udy. Pint this did not scatter our 
(ha^ams of the r('\ival. The comprehension of 
the wide gulf lu'tween mediaeval India and modern 
Bengal was a slow })rocess, uncomfortable ideas of 
the inadequacy ot techniques began to on our 
hopes. But we persisted, and penetrated further 
info the piist. We })assed on to a steady on 
ancient India — and careful study of Ajanta, Bagh, 
Sigirnja ])resented an utterly novel world. We 
had a glimmering of the idea that a revival of the 
past woidd not be a facile i)i"ocess, and orduous 
labour would l)e necessary. Tlie discomfort of 
doubt obti'uded on oui' ho]3es — our dreams were 
clouded. 

Into this atmosphere of doubt, Rabindranath 
penetrated — at first as a disfigure in the back- 
ground. In 1914 I had prolonged conversations 
with him in that memorable octagonal room. His 
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ratiscinations were (as always) tinged with 
Sarcars. He pointed out that the Raiasthanis 
and Paharis lived in a dilTerent world — in which 
feudalism ruled with its securities, its balances, 
its exploitations in which an infacet agriculture 
was welded with iiastoralidylls. Thereby a 
cultui'e was created, wdiich wais entirely alien to 
us in modern Bengal. We w^ere living on the 
thn'shold of the Industrial Itevolution, and the 
mad 1‘ush ot' iirogress meant a holocaust of all that 
the |)ast stood for. It is that with wiiich we 
W'ould ha\e to come to terms and not with the 
distant memories of jiast. He reminded me of 
the cruel fate ol‘ tiie Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood, 
of the duly entombment of Rosette and Millais 
and w^ith cruel laughter I’erninded us of the gloom 
and darkness into wiiich the Pre-Raphaelite had 
plunged us. What is a trueism now’ as a revela- 
tion then. 

Thereafter 1 had occasional discurses with 
him. He w^as anxious to pay into one chaning 
thoughts and ideas. To my questions regarding 
the courses wiiich art too take in Bengal — he used 
to reply wu'th an enigmatic — Wait and see. But 
his noble rebellion burst on us with dramatic 
suddenness. He had gone to France, the fountain- 
head oi inspiration wiiere wars a living tradition, 
where inspired and a wiiole troupe of heroes 
struggled, starved and created. Rabindra natu- 
rally began to paint according to the truest of a 
living tradition. His multi-ideas burst forth in 
line and colour, and his creations w^ere imfeeted 
w ith a new life. They w^ere not suave or elegant, 
but living. He did not see in colour with a 
hundred lives but struttled with a thousand 
thanks. His themes were varied and multi for 
he w^as inspired by a vigorous life, not by a mori- 
bund tradition. 

He threw out a challenge to the aesthetic 
world and I ask you to judge him as he will be 
judg>ed in the Bar of History, — as a rebel not as 
the vanguard of the Rocoses. 



Rabindranath 

>!:()F. KSHITISH PROSAD CHAITOPADHYA 


I SAW THE Poet and heard him speak when I 
.as little over six years of ap^e. The Swadeshi 
lovement had started, and my mother had ex- 
ilained to me very simply why I should use 
wly broods made in our country. She had told 
lie that the money paid would go to keep in food 
lie men and women who made those things in oui* 
111(1. My father wuis in full sympathy with the 
lovement, and when he k-'arnt that “Rabi Raliir’ 
s he was then termed, was going to speak at a 
K'eting in our neighbourhood on the S}radeshi 
lovement, he took me with him to attend it. 1 
(UTiember only the tall figure and the musical 
dice but nothing more of the meeting save that 
(' supported S((a((leshr\ The gist of his 

tiJk w^as exiilained to me by my father after the 
leeting. We knew that Lord Curzon’s ]>arti- 
ion of P>engal wais aimed at w'eakening our 
ghting strength. When we learnt that tying 
he rakhi on the wrist of all as a symbol of 
ur unity inspite of partition, was to be carried 
lit on the thirt ieth of Aswin, 1 followed my older 
Dusin PhTifulla Ghoshal (whom I called elder 
rother as I had none of my own) into tPie streets 
n the date tying the rakhi thi^ad on the wrist 
r all passers4)y. The Poet had contributed 
his symbolic act to the movement, liorrowing 
he idea from the ancient rakhi InDnUian rite of 
mferring brotherhood. 

Although Rabindranath did not join the 
iilitant movement for Independence', neverthe- 
in his own way he contributed enormous- 
^ to it, through songs, poems, speeches and 
leas. I have already mentioned one of his 
arlier contributions. Later, during the First 
^"orld War, when hundreds of young men of 
•engal were being interned and mal-treated, the 
oet cam-e out with powerful articles and 
oeeches against such action. He still believed 
1 that epoch that the ruling class of Great Britain 
amenable to reason ; this led him in his 
'imous ^^Choto o Baro^^ to try to persuade them 


to control the “Small Englishmen” hei'e in India 
Irom such wrong action. In his spt^ech ^*Kar(.ar 
Ichajf Karma" he lashed out at the unjust police 
arrests of the i)eriod. As a student at College at 
the time 1 listened with rapt attention to these 
si)eeches and once 1 felt \’ei\v iiroud of the fact 
that I was serving as a \'olunteer at the hall door 
to regulate admission to the lecture. 

One sentence has remained in my mind. The 
Poet said (in Bengali), (juoting the illustration 
(in Sanskrit) of logicians, that tire is pre- 
sumed when smoke is seen on a hill. Hut, add- 
ed th(‘ Poet “wherever the tire of patriotism 
burns, the police infei*, thei‘e rnust be the smoke 
of anarchical xiokmet^”. Later when the Jalian- 
wallabagh massacre occiu'red, fol lowed by un- 
heard of deliberai(‘ humiliation of the people of 
Amritsar by th(‘ niili1ar\' nuthorities, it is well- 
known how the Poet canu' out not only with a 
statement, but a gesture that betokened his 
utt(‘r condemnation of British Paile in India. 
Gandhiji had b\’ th(m camc' back to India and 
Indian iiolitics and h(^ soon came in contact with 
the Poet, and along with those who worked in 
Sha )i ( ill iketan , lad'erred t.o him as Garudev. 
What the Poet said to Gandhiji and what his 
attitude to Charkha was well-known through 
his writings. 1 liaxe no personal knowledge of 
these matters. But 1 saw a different side of 
him during this period. Our family and the 
Tagores of Jorasaiiko had been united by many 
ties of marriage. As a young lad I had often 
been to thtn’r house on ceremonial occasions and 
somc'times attended functions at Bichitra> to see 
the Poet participate in his dramas or to hear 
him recite one of his poems. But I came much 
nearer to him when, on my return from Cam- 
bridge in 1928 I was formally engaged to his 
grandniece Monjusree the daughter df his favou- 
rite nephew^ Shri Surendranath Tagore, a littera- 
teur in his own right, and well-known as the 
founder Secretary^ of Hindusthan Co-operative 
Insurance Society. 
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Not only Shaydmiketan but the JoramnJco 
house ot TagorcH was quite often the scene of pre- 
l)Mrati()ns for presenting to the public his dramas, 
operas, and seasonal songs strung together like 
a garland. At the time I mention, the Poet 
was getting ' ready to present at the Empire 
Theatre his ]:)la.\' Viry^rjmi. In the course of my 
frequent and regular visits to Hichitra house 
with her })arenis, 1 had sometimes met Tagore 
this time, where my afiianeed bride was staying 
and in course of occasional discussion stood up 
for my point of view. The Poet jokingly 
referred to me as rea(h’ to twirl the sword, 
and thought that I was a suitable pei'son to act 
the role of ScHapafi N((]/aii JiOij in Vharjun. So 
I came e\'ei-y evening to see him ])atient..ly coach 
all participants in the r)la\' mid myself also to get 
lessons I'rom him. Tagore was to play the role of 
J((!fsi)ih(i a young man with ro>ad blood w'ho even- 
tually sacri h(*d himself for the good of the people. 
The ]*ole of the artless \'oung girl A pa run wdio 
falls in love with liim was to have been plaxaal by 
a young girl (Sm. Ilanu Adhikari now Eady Ranu 
Mookerjee) who unfortunatcdy fell ill at the last 
moment, llei' ])lace was taken b\' my hnancee 
Monjiisree who was also a great favourite of her 
gi-and uncle. On the day of the play Shri 
Alianindranath Tagore and Shri N^indalal Plose 
emiiloyed all theii’ art to make Tagore then over 
sixty, to look as young as possil)le. Actually, 
when the two great artists had finished their job, 
he looked barely forty 1 remember 1 .gazed in 
wond(‘r at the change in his aiiriearance, as he 
came dowm from his room on tfie second floor and 
remarked on his youthful mien. Ta.gore smiled 
and said playfully “Alas what is the good of it ? 
However young 1 may look, 1 have no chance 
against yon wdth my grandaughter'' (In Bengalee 
(irandaughter — G randniece) . 

Sometimes an elaborate little comedy or play 
— let Avould tie got uj) only for the large family 
gathering in the three houses in Jorasanko. A 
few Aveeks after the i^lay Vimrjan had been 
successfully presented, a comedy Avas enacted 
at the Jorasanko houses. Shri Gaganendranath 
Tagore made a few changes in his personal 
appearance and called on the Poet, ostensibly as 
a different personage to ask for his blessings for 
his newly married son and daughter-in-law. 


Tagore in his turn pretended to mistake hir 
some one else and made some remarks at v 
the \'isitor took offence, naturally in pretei 
ajid went off in a hufi*.. The Poet then leam 
(pretended) mistake and sent a nice lette 
apology, iinuting the newly married coupl 
meet him two days later. There was of cour; 
such wedded jiair ; but Hieir part was playe 
two grandnieces of Tagore, the role of the b 
groom being allotted to my affianced. Shri G 
nendraiiath took charge of the make iq) 
made a wonderful job of it, so that wdien the 
pair came, none of their relations knew then 

1 lielieve Sm. Ranu Adhikari had said in 
cours(' of a talk wuth Tagoi'e she could nc 
deceived by playacting and this comedy was a 
for her, w’hich however found her w^anting. 1 
no idea before I called as usual in the e\x^nin 
Jora.^anko as to w'ho were personating the bi 
pair. My sister-in-law^ Sm. Sujata daughte: 
Shri Gaganendranath Tagore had married 
cousin Shri S. K. Mukherji. ,She came to me 
asked me to see the masqueraders. Her con 
T must, confess, |)ut me a little on my guard, 
to ex].)ect that 1 would not know my wdfe (to I 
a few' month’s time) how*e\'er garbed and madt 
w'as askin.g for tlw inir)ossible. Tagore wa 
believe, pleased wdien he learnt that I had re 
nised her under tlie make U]). I have left 
many details, of the comedy enacted, as it 
'oeen described in full some years ago, in Benj 
in an article about her granduncle by my wif 

Tagore officiated as the Ackarya. at 
mai'riage and spoke in his owm inimitable wa; 
the end of the wodding. Next day he blessec 
a?-; we left for our home. 

My pre-occupation with my work and a 
politics — into wdiich T drew my wdfe, as I 1: 
alw^ays held that husband and wdfe should w 
for a common ideal in life — left very little time 
us to go to Sha/ntimketa/}i. The Poet W( 
have liked my wife to participate in the dra: 
and song festivals there, in view of her gi 
musical and histrionic talent. But she hac 
disappoint him to stand by the side of 
husband during the troubled times and to 1 
after her family — two young sons and an ai 
mother-in-law. The Poet had too big a hear 
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K'sejit this and made us welcome whenever either 
(li us could visit him. 

Once he came to the residence of Shri Pru- 
nritha (^haudhury {Hii'bctl} , whose house and 
oiiis adjoined ; there was in fact a common 
passage to Mayfair Road for both houses. The 
l’(i(d was sitting in the ground floor verandah 
l'.icing the lawn next to our houses as we went to 
him to pay our respects. My wife had my eldest 
Ih:\ . (the second had not come then) a chubby and 
handsome youngster, in her arms. The Poet 
li.Mdl,\' caressed his cheeks and asked what luniie 
had given him. She said it was Gautam. The 
r.Kd asked “Why Gautam, and not Mailreya”? 

I said thM, I felt deep reverence and admira- 
tion tor (iautama P>uddha and so had gi\en hi.s 
name to my first born. The Poet became abs- 
tracted anti gently utteretl a line of verse. We 
waited silent, and e.xpectant ; a fioem wtis on 
ilic way. Alas ! theix? Ava.s an interruption. Shri 
( 'haudhu)-y came back, and welcome as he was. the 
train of thought das broken. The Poet was 
to go a shoid distance; but ;is he was not 
Muite well he did not want to go on foot. Shri 
t'liaudhury hat! gtme to ask his chanljein- to 
take lagtire in his car ; l)ut came liack to 
icporl that something had gone wrong and the 
on woultl not be soon ready. 1 told the Poet that 
I liatl a ramshackle t ehicle which went all right ; 
k he was tigreeable 1 coultl take him in it. I’he 
loot Iciughed and said tie did not mind how old 
the car was so long as 1 took him safe ;md 

■'^"imd in limb Ihe short distance Unit he want- 

l'(j l() 

We could \isit him \’ery rarely at Shaiiti- 
11^1' (‘tan, l)ut went to offer our res])ects whenever 
came to ('alcutta. As 1 have stated earlier, 
visits were always welcomed by him even 
b 'ai^’h he niig’ht ha\'e wished his grandniece to 
it him more irequently. Once my wife went 
my friend Shri Subhas Chandra Bose to 
< iitiniketan to persuade the Poet, successfully 
‘ppeared, to lend his name to an appeal by 
^ ‘has. Let it not be misunderstood that the 
1' • 1 had to be persuaded against his own judg- 

n.-iit. 


The last time ] saw him in Shantiid^^ 
was towards the close of his life. His health 
was tailing and on the morning that 1 called 

he W'as not seated at. his usual j)lace in the 

covered verandah. His personal servant told me 
h(‘ had been slightly indisposed the previous even- 
ing and was then resting in the inner room, i 
told him not to disturb the Poet ])ut let, him 

ha\'e later the note I scribbled — just conveying 
m\’ )))‘ait((n(s and adding that I was going away 
without perfojmiijig my obeisances as ] did not 
want to disturb his rest. J had barely gone a 
hundred yards wdien the servant caniG running 
and said that 1 was to go back. 1 found the 

J'oei seated in the verandah ; after touching his 
feet I said ‘'I did not waint to spoil your rest ; 

I teel sorry that I have failed.” ]le smiled in 
his charming wa.v and said “But >'ou do not under- 
stand. How can ] lace my grand-daughter the 
next time I meet hei* and she asks me why 1 
did n(.)t see her husband V’’ Phen he added, wdth 
anoth(‘r smile, “] am much Itettcr to-day. But tell 
Monju that 1 saw’ you, risijig (W’(m from my 
sick bed”. 

'the next, time 1 saw him, he was burden- 
ed with t.lie sorrow of a coming ])cr(xivenient 
which touched us as well. His favourite neiPiew' 
Shri Sureudranath Tagore lay dying. The Poet 
came to his residence (which was o|)i)osite our 
house) and made over the first few^ bound copies 
of “ITs'/’c Maviibe)' Laksmilahh" to its author. 
r»arel\ a \'ear later, the Poet himself passed aw’ay. 
As he ja\' in State in the ornate col that had been 
brought for his last journmv, tlu' marks on his 
face and forehead, of age and of the sulferings of 
illness were smoothed out and one could but gaze 
in w'onder on the noble ri^(f(/c with its great beauty 
and dignity, in repose in his last sleep. When his 
l)ody on the cot was to he ))rought down jrom the 
first lioor on the way out to journey’s end, 1 claim- 
ed the priviP^ge, along with Kawindra and Manoj 
two grandsons of Gaganendranath and with 
Masoji a former student of Shantiniketan, to 
shoulder the pall and to bring it dowmstairs 
and out of his ancestral house. 


shill! hi lh>i u in Iiul/ii iliitin g //</ iiihiiiL 
117/// dll hi! hoiiily. niisii v. diui g '/ .7(7/ri7//< 

1 Idii hid Id hisl." — Rdhudh dUdth Td^dli 



Indian Music & Rabindranath 


SWAMI PJiAJNANANANDA 

(■(llc/lffd 

Ml^sic is an aj1,— a cornposilio]) of sweet and twiiied with the actualities of life, so it be^ 
snolhiiiK torups ajid Iuih'S, o1‘ meters and rhythms, comes easy to connect the air of a song' with 
in ditrcu’ent forms, in different modes. It lias a multiform ^‘xperiences of life.” Many of the 
long histoj'y beliind it ; it has a tradition, and sax’ants of othei' comitries are of the same 
though it e\'ol\’ed in the shadowy past, it took a oj)inion that Indian music is superior to others 
definite shaj)e in the Vedic period, and a more for its emotional api)eal together with transcen- 
systematic and scientific form in the first- (hmta! nature and beauty. 

scH'ond cenf uri(‘s A. D., wlien Narada and liharala 

formulated th(‘ laws and |)rinciples of music in Rabindranath was a stauncfi follower of Indian 

th(‘ Naradisiksa and the Natyasastra. Though music, and yet he had a s\unpathetic outlook for 
music und(‘rwent many metamorphosis in diffe- music of all other nations. He learnt music from 
rejit ages, yet it i)]gs(‘rved its fundamental his childhood, and the i)alace of Jorasanko, Cal- 

unity and ideal through all ages. cutta, famous for the culture of classical music. 

The music, that (‘\’oh’ed and nurtured on the Most of the Muslim and klindu Ostads of repute 
soil of India, that niaintained throughout the from all over India, used to congregate at 
Indian spirit and tradition, is known as '‘Indian flie dorasanko Tagore palace at all times of th(' 
music”, hidian inusic has a special charm, \ear. llis ear was ver\' keen and trained, his 
characteristic and featur(‘ of its own, and so it aesthetic sense of music was acute, and his power 
diff(*rs from music of all other nations, of pena^i^tion and api)reciation of good and i)urc 

Rabindranath I’ealised this truth, and nx'ognized music was \ery sharp. So he mastered many 
it as the most (‘xalted of all arts. colourful dhruvapadas from the famous teachers 

lie has obserxed in his Religion of Man that like Vishnu Chakravurty and Jadu Bhatta of 
music “assumes a tune-form which is definite, but Vu'shnujiui’. 

a meaning which is indefinable, and yet which But he was a man of independent 

gri])S our mind with a sense of absolute truth.” spirit in ever>' walk of his life, and so he some- 

“Oiir music,” he has ot)S(n*ved eleswhei’e, “trans- times revolted against the steriotyped or mono- 

cends t he ])resci(mt of everyday life, so there is to tonous method of the' ])ractice of music. He 
l)(‘ found so much of ttmderness and iidference to believed that the new things may rise from 

worldlx' joys and sori'ows — as if it is ordained to the ashes of the old ones, and every epoch of 
rcx'cal the stoiw of the innermost and inmxplicahk' history possesses certain new outlook, novel 
mystery that surrounds t he soul of man and of the character and idea of its own. It is true that 
imiverse.” While eompai’ing the music ot India music of both Vedic and classical times under- 
with that of Europe, he has said : “In India, our went some novel changes during the Mahom 
b(‘st thoughts arc‘ -(Migrossed in the devotion to medan period, and music that was prevalent ir 
s(uig, and we haxe to overcome the ditliculties the mediaeval times, is sure to take some nev 
mainly in the song ; in Europe devotion to voice is course in the present time. As everything n: 
I heir tirst eoneern, and the>' perform most compli- this world of change is not constant, so the prin 
catcdly woiuUvrful feats with it. An appreciative ciples and practices of music of every age xnus 
audience in India are [lotent to listen to the beauty be subject to change with some new additions ane 
of the song alone ; but in Europe they listen to alterations to suit the taste and temiDeramenr 
t lie singing of the song”. He has further said: of the i:>eople of different ages. Rabindranath 
“1 hold that the ])rovinces of Western and was a bright example of his own conviction, Ir 
Eastern music is, as it were, strangely en- the first part of his life, he composed hundreds of 
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circles by attacking in the Pi'ess and periodicals 
[ :M,ore’s alleged “obscurity’- and 'dmiiiortality” ; lie 
(Tae'rjre) ignores the attack ; later, at the refjuest of 
;-ailes Majanidar (then EdiLoi-, JUoif/adar.'diaii), he gives 
Ills oidnioii on D. L. Roy’s critieisnis ; iiuidishes a j)lay, 
,11 titled Jd-ayaschUla (‘Atonement’ ) in udiieli he incul- 
■ntcs the philosophy of Sat i/d (/ rulHi in the characte- 
. isat.ion of ‘Dhananjoy Ihiiragi’ ; stages the play at 
C caitiiiiketan with himself in the leading role ; occir 
, iv's liimseif at Shelidah mainly with the songs of 
comes to (Calcutta (Koveml)ei‘, RH)!>) to 
i:-ceive his son, Rathindranath, I’etni'iied from Amerii'a 
.■liter three yeairs ; takes Rathindranath with him on a 
; oai-t.oiir tlirough his North- Heiigai Zciunuht r'l ; retui'iis 
; ( 'alcutta and reads a pa[)er, 'J'ctjxdxin (‘'Jdu^ II ejanil.age’ i 

the Oveitown Hall ; dedivers his famous sermon, 
\' on file anniversary of the Rrahmo Samaj 
,'itli Magh, J‘ll() ; inarries liis son, Rathindrann.t h 

Itii'ce days laioi', to Rj'atima l)e\d, a widowed .giil (am 
'tested with the d’ag.'oi-es and dedicates tin.' iio\(‘l (ioia to 
jiim (dannary, IPJO) ; pubkshes the alie.gorical j.day Ldija 
, i ); (‘emher, idlO) ; attends and sjn'al-;s 'it a J.aterary 
( inference ' at Rhagalpore ; the tirst Imigdish ti'aiisla- 
li.Mi (d' one of his shoi’t stories (lUin.gry S(:(.m(‘s) hy 
Tannalal Bose (later dndg.-e, Bhawai Case) puhlishe(i 
111 the Mod rif Rcvicu', Fel>. I'.tlO ; on the i'e(jnest of 
Mr. Ramananda Chatterjce, the first Eigglisli Ir.unslatioris 
two of his poems liy I\lr. Boken .Falit, l.t'.S., -wv puh- 
iislied in the Modu'ii Jicricu' for May and Septemlter, 
reli — “'idle Bimitless Ci'y” and “ddie Dealh of a Stais” 

FIFTlEdMT Bliri’IBANNIVKIvS.AKY EifdM'th Biifh- 
.\ nnii'ersary cekdii’ated at Santinikelan with great 
solemnity (May 7, R)ll) ; on tliis occasion i:-. staged tlie 
Boet’s Raja (‘The King of the Dark Chamiier ) witii liim- 
s-(‘lf in the role of ‘Thakiirda’ ; reads to fidcmds and ad- 
mi imrs assembled at the time the memoirs of his y(,mtli ; 
.A.iit (diakraverti I'cads liis essay on Rabindranath, one 
<d' the first attempts at an intm’prctati\'e estimate (d the 
Beet ; goes to Slielidah and re\dses Ins reminisceiita'S, 
wliicdi appear in the Rrabaxi serially as J d.Kai-nii rd i 
(translated into English in Bdlg) ; also wi-ites 

A (dtalaifaf a a, a prose-play depicting lh(‘ tyranny of 

(nssilised orthodoxy eternally hampei ing; pi'ogress ; the 
iday, when pulilished in the Pi'aha^i, jn’ovokes violent 
"pposit ion from ti’adit ionalists ; retiirnin.c; t<> tmlcutta 

after the rains, reads a paper on Dharnicr Ar//?r/ 
<rdeaning of Religion) at the Sadliaran Brahmo Samaj 
Hall., in reply to the critics of his ArhaJa yatav ; 

. reads another paper warmly snpportiii.g the ])ro])osed 
Hindi] Dniversiiy at a meetin.g oj'ganised hy ( haitanya 
IM)rary at the Ripon College Hall with Ashutosh Chan- 
■diiD'i in the chair ; Ananda Coomai’swamy comes on a 
^i:dt to Santiniketan and in collahoration with Ajit 
< diakraverti translates into English some jioems ol 
Tagore; writes Dak-Ghar (‘Post-Office), “a three-act 

play of poignance and pathos” ; various pimse wiiiings 
■ne pnlilished in Tavavodhiii i Ratrika (of which he was 
Hien Editor), the Prnham. and the Dharaii in Pecomber 


comjioses, at tlie I'eipiest of Ashritosh (-haudhrrri, for the 
twenty-sixth session of the Indian National Congi'ess 
111 ( alcutta, his famous national song, d ana-yaxa-niana- 
ailli it/a ijdka, later song at the annual IMaghotsava festival 
at tile dorasanko-house. 

THE COCNTKY’S IIOMACE 

IlHd-PJl<S At the d’own Hall, in (Jaleutta, on 

.VCP bJ 57 January d8,P)id, a great ])ublic 

uu't'tiiig is held iindei' tlu' aaisjiices 
of the Payiiid SaJiifii(( Pa)-’adiad (Academy of Bengali 
Letters) at whicdi the Jhx't is jiresented, on his eomidet 
in.s; (lie liflietli year of his life, wdth a imnarkahle 
a.dcli'ess written and read by Itameiidra Snndai’ 'Jdivedi 
acknowledging in glowing words his great and Lini(]iie 
(.•old !'i tmi ion to (‘very (iepartnu'id of Bengali lileraturt- ; 

I lie P<rri-:liad also starts a special Idnid in his name foi- 
the promotior. of oii,ednal i'cseai'(di W'oi'k in Bengali; 
reads at the Sadhai'an Bi'ahmo Samaj Prayer Hall a 
pa])m- on A ( nta-Pai'h-lia ya (Self-introduction) in wdiich 
he maintains that Brahmos are hut Hindus and dc})i'e- 
eates the se})aralist- conceit- wdiieh keejis the two 
'•ommuidiies ai nrl ; is vi.goronsly critiidsed liy Hie 
Taf rak'd n nuidl (the orpgiii oj' the Sadhnimn Brahmo 
Samaj) ; d(di\'ei‘s a leet-iire at tht‘ overtoun Hall (.m 

I ‘ hd i df hd i'yhr r .///// esc r Plidi'd ('iriie Main (Tii'reuts of 
indian History) maintaining’ that the great mission of 

II ltd rd i lid rr.kd Was to unite all the (onHieting elements 
gatlici'C'd ill this atKd(‘id. land and ei’ento a rai’O synthesis 
to tier gloiy and the benefit (d’ mankind ; tlu' (Government 
of least Bengal and Assam issues conlidential cii'euku’S 
that Hie institution of Santiniketan evas “alt-ogelher 
imsuitalile f('r the (.'diK’ation ol tlie sons of (i(.)verm- 
iiM'iiCs setaarils” ; is moifilied as many guardians and 
pai’tnts remoA'iiig Hieii- VNards fi'om Santiniketan v/here 
a,t Hiat time aioives l\lyj-on H. J’belps, an Am(‘rican 
lawyeie wdio jniblislies a glowdng account of t-lie human 
\ allies of Ha' tcaidiing adf(,n'dcd at this i nsljiad.ioii ; decides 
to ,go to Europe t,o ae(piaiiit the wmrld at large wdth his 
educatioual institution and also to study the co-opei'ative 
systi'iu ill Denmai-k ; receives at about tlie same time 
a request from his fiii'iids, Bh.ii Td’omotho Ball Sen 
•ind Brajendra Nath Seal, then in Englaml to go there 
and iiKxd. some of the leading Ifnglish intellectu:ils, sud- 
denly falls ill on tlu‘ night heldn-e his de])ai‘ture 
(March, B'J:,B) and lias to ])ostpone his visit, his lug.gage 
(j’oinn as fai- c.s Madras ; goes to Sh(‘ljdah and convalesces 
tluu'e trans.k'iling into English some of liis son.gs and 
]ioems ; IS advised to undertake a journey to Europe to 
l■et"^Ln) his heaith ; sails Avitli his son, Ratiiindi'anath, and 
daughlei'-in-la.w, Pratima BH'vi, from Bomliay c.m the ‘J7th 
]\lav, PJl”, his third visit to Europe ; translates more 
of his poems while on the lioat. 

EH POPE AND “GITANJAIJ” — An ives in London 
on Jane Id, HH2 ; !=iks ii]) in a hotel fi'oni where he gets 
into touch with William Rothenstein, the celebrated 
English painter, who had met the Poet at Abanindra Nath 
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Tag^oies liouse on a visit to India somo years ftg’o ; 
receives wai'm welcome from iiotlienstein to whom he 
shows the Kn^iish translations of liis poems ; Itothenstein, 
deeply impressed, has cojiies ty[)ed and sends them 
to Yeats, Stojtford Ilroolie and Bradley, all of whom 
aie enthusiastic iy their pi’aist* of the poems ; Jlothen- 
stein arranges a i-eadiny at his house, wh(‘re })efore May 
Sinclair, Isvelyn Underhill, Jsi-nest Riiys, F(»x-Strany:vvays, 
Chailes Treveleyan, Uxra l\>und, Alice Meynell, Henry 
Nevinson and (dhers, William liutler Yeats reads the 
])oen)s, which cj’eate a profound inpiression ; here, for 
first time, tlie iNa't meets ('haiies Andi'ews, then a mis- 
sion. iiy att.udied to ( aml)ride'e ]»r()therho()d and workiny 
as a T’i-ofi-ssor at St. St,ef>hens Uolle;_^(.. Uelhi. 

Attends an “At Horne” .ai'ranyed in his lionour by tlie 
“Union of Isast West Club” ; on July JJ, at the Troca- 
dero Jlotel, tb(^ authoiities of tiie cel(d)f‘ated Unylish 
weekly, 'J'hr Xafiov, yive a biy party witli a vii'w to in- 
troduciny the Poet to tfi(> b-adiny Enylisl. intellec- 
tuals of tb(^ day ; le.aves I.ondon to stay amidst, pinu' 
Unylisb rural suiroundinj’s and yoes to Ibitterton in 
Strafloi-dsbire as tlie yiiest of a son of Ueneral Outi-arn 
(d’ tlu* Se|)oy Mut.niy fame; retui'iiiny fr-orn St |■a(fol•dsbi?’e 
yoes to another- Unylisb villaye, Ubalford in ( ; bnictsst er-- 
sbir-(' ; returniny t(» London, meets l»(*rnar-d Shaw, IL U. 
Wells, Stopfor-d Brooke, John Masefield, Lowes Dickinson. 
Bei-trand JLissell, Joim (ialsworlby, Kovert Bridyes. 
Sturye Moor(‘ and otbm-s ; K. (\ Sen ti’anslatrss into 
Unylisb the di-ama h\ij(( {‘J'he Kiny of tlie Dark 
Uhamlxu-’), while Debabrata Mukberji translates bis 
f)(tJy(/}ni I- (‘l’osl-()(b{a‘’) both r’(‘vised by tli(> l'(»et ; m 
Septmnber- pui-(diases from Cob N. B. Sinba (Lord Sinba’s 
brot-ber ) an old Xillnitlii ( I ndiyo-])lantei-’s bunylow ) 
with extensive yioiinds at surul. a villaye lyiny tliree miles 
from Santiiiiketan (Ibe pieseiit seat of tlie iLiial Becons- 
t ruction (. (uit i<‘ of \’isva- Itliar-at i ) . 

1' I K S I \lSl I Itt A 1\I L K 1 L A Sa 1 1.-^ t<u .Ammiea 
(accomi.anii'd by Dr, D. N. Alaiti'at and lasudies New Yoi’k 
on Dctober LL . Lil'J ; pr-oceeds t<» I'rir.ana (Illinois) ; 
speaks 1 rom I nilaiian cbajads at si'veral ])laces on Meta 
physical topics ; on Xbotunber 1, LJIJ, the India Sr>eiety 
of London imblisbes a limited edition (Tf.l) cojiies only) 
of a it (I Hid!! ( Solly: ( bfminys ) containiny Unylisb ti-am 
slations of IP,: poems inincipally from his tbr(*e Bi-nyali 
Works \ d i I'it! i/d , hhcHd and (iitaHidh with an intro 
duction by A e;it s and a ]U'ncib;k('tch by Bothenstvin 
as 1 1'ont ispiece ; tla', book imnu'iliattdy takes the Isny- 
Ln b bt('iary public by slcu ni and i.s aeknow ledy;<‘(l as 
the j’:rt‘atest litiwary event of (lay ; heivi's Urbana in 
January IPL: for Lbicayo where he st.ays as the ynest 
of Mrs. Aauyb an I\lod>' and lectui'es on “Ideals of Anciimt 
< 'ivibsat ion of India” at the University; speaks also on 
Ibe I’rt'bbnn oi fw il at tlu' 1 nitaiian Hall. Uhicayo ; 
ytio.s to Loclu'sttu- to atti'iid the ( onyi’ess »)f Baees and 
nu'ets tlun'i,' tlie I’lS'at (Jei'nian ]drilosr>]rhci- lLidol]di 
Knclven. who warmly .yreihs him. lia\ iny become an ai'dent 
admirer ou r-eadiny “Sony-Olf erinys” ; reads Ids famous 
address on “Kaco Lontlict” at the Conyress of Races on 


January JO ; yoes to Boston and addresses a distinyuisli- 
ed meetiny of intellectuals there ; returns to Urbana or 
March 10, via New^ A ork and Chicayo, delivers a 
course of lectures at Harvard University, which are latei 
published as Sudlicoia ; MacMillan i)ublishes a populai 
edition of Gifanjali followed l)y Gardener and Crcscenf 
Modii ; the India Society brinys out his translation of 
( 'll it ra Hf/ada in Unylisb as “Lhitra’’. 

In India on May 20, at Viceregal Lodge, Simla, Rev. 

B. Andr<'ws reads, at a meetjny j)resided ovei' by 
the Vicei-(»y Loi'd Hardinye, a i)aper on the life and 
poetry of JAagore, — His Uxcellency in his presidential 
)‘emarl'.s dcscril)ing Raliindranatl) as “The Boot Oau reate 
of Asia ; retui'ns fi'om America to England in June, lOlJ ; 
repeats l]is American lectui'e.s at the Caxton Hall, London 
on Indi.an religion and philosoplrv, de|)loriny, inter alia 
the ‘Retrospective and ajxdiaeoloyical inteiest” taken by 
V\'estein scbolai's in tin* great religions scriptures of 
India ; yoes to tlu' Duebes Nui-sing Home for a surgical 
o|K-ratioTi f<n- a malady which Homeopathy had failed to 
cure ; boards tlie “(hty of Lahoi’e” on September 4, t,o 
return home ; shoitly befoix* deiiartuie learns for the 
lirst time al.toul tin.- devastating tloods in Bengal 
iBurdwain and .speaks stiongly in jirotest against the 
iMiglish Mews ag<mcies iailiny; to send out or Unylisb 
n<.‘ws])aj)ei‘s to lecoi’d such news of vital importaiice to 
India ; arrives in Bomba\- on ()cto})ej' 4, U)i;] and reaches 
('niciitta on October P. 

NOBEL BBIZK AND WORLD EAME- On Novcmi- 
ber ]M, I Pi:: c<mH-s to India the news that the Nitbel Pivize 
for Litm-at u)'(* has betm uw .arded to the Poet for his 
( t it (I H I<(1 1 \vhi(di w’as acclnimed })y the Sw’edish Aca 
demy .as the g'reati^st i)i('ce of idealistic w'ork in Lite 
raturt' foi- the yisir ; yre.at rejoicings take place all ovei- 
the country ; a large numb(‘r of people of all classes go 
Irom (. alcutta to Santi iiiliet a n in a sjiecial train, on Nov- 
ember ‘j::. to cotigratulat t bt.‘ B(»et, who, how'ever, replitns 
with some asperity accusing most (d' thenn wdio liad come 
having waiited to recognise him till the West had acknoW'- 
balged bis |)oetry in this st l iking maiimu' ; is seveiady 
ci'iticisrd foi' this “inhospitable leply” but is sup])Oit- 
ed by Bipin Obandra Pal, wdio. in an aiticle in his 
Hindi', lii'ri'ir said; “No man of Rabi ndi'anath's ])Osi- 
lion and sensiltibites could ha\’e betm less bittei' under 
similar ci icumstances” and “the lebuke (d' his rejdy was 
neitliei' undesei'ved noi- undiynitiiMl”. Ramsay Macdonald 
tlien in India as a member of the Puldic Service Bom- 
mission visits Said inik'tdan and aftm-wards wn ites an 
ai‘ti(d(' on it (Th(‘ lUiihi C/i ron i(d'\ January [1. 1P14) ; the 
lioiiorary degree of Jt.Lit”. is (‘onfei-rcal on liim th(‘ Uni- 
\ersity of Ualcutta. (m December 2P. IPLk at a S])ecial 
conv(tca(i(m held at Uovei-nment House. Ualcutta, in which 
similai’ lionours w-ere also conferred upon Prof. Paul 
\hnoyrad(df, Hei’mann Jacobi, Sylvain Levi and other 
savants of Euro]ie who liad come to India at the in- 
vitation of the University at a foi’mally hands overs the 
Nobel Pi'i'/e Diidoma and ATedal to the Poet. 

The house at Surul having now been fitted up wdth 
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, equipmeMt foj- scientific research, a formal 

-Miisewarming” takes place on the lirst day of tlie Bengali 
i.ia (Apj-il, 1914) ; Charles Andrews and William 

i’.-srson return from South Africa to Sanfiniketan where 
fu-y had gone together “to fight”, in the words of 
m:‘ Boot, “our cause with Mr. Gandhi and othei’s” ; 
..siidalal Bose, the famous ailist, pays a visit to 
>,( 1)1 iiiiketan and is accordtsl a recepitioii hy tlie Poet; 
die diama Avfialayatan, is staged at Santinikelan, Iht' 
i' a't himself ajipearing in the leading i-ole with Jhairson, 
•he spoke Bengali heautifully \Yiites a forewoid to a 
Bengali book, Basa ntaiirayan, written by Sai'a.inbala Das 
oiiiita (daughter of Dr. Brajendranat li Sil) in memory 
' hei' husband, Basanta Das (a brother of (’. ]{. Das). 

“SABlbJd^ATKA” AND SANTINIKKTAN - Drama- 
tha ('haudhnri (“Birbal”), lawyei- and man of hdters. 
lails (May S, 1914) tin' S(thti j-/>at ni (Green leav(>s) a 
Ihaigali iieriodical ; the I'oet contributes every month 
peems, essays, stories to this new journal, which 
"iiipthasises the chai-acteristic Indian values, s,aliri/.es 
'eii\ entionality, hollow snobliery and ha/.y I'oni.anl icism ; 
pees to spend the sunnnei- at Bamgarh Hills in the district 
el Almorah ; composes ]ioems in oloaoiis distress o)‘ mind 
hik'd with dark forebodings of an uncertain ap>proach of 
fiillage and destruction ; on retui'u to Santiniketan. 
receives a foiU'ign \'isitor, an Ai'ab poet, named Bnstanec 
wlio liad translati'd Tagiuc’s poi'ins into Arabic frein 
tin.' Kng-lish text.s of “Song-Otfei'ings”, “Ci-escent Mo<m”, 
•tc. his jxx'nis are now b('ing translated int.o all tin' 
inincipal Kurop>ean languages — his fanu' spreading all 
e.i'r th<..‘ woild ; eonti'ibutes t,o S<ihiij ixilra Sfrir jHitnt 
( ketlei' from a Wife), a short in wliich rings the contlict 
ben gi'adually awakening; indian womanhood to the 
ragedy of tlieir position ; it ci'eaU's a furrore and Itipin 
liandi a Pal caricatures tlu' story by u ilting in t lu' 
(a p.aper started by (b K. Das) Mriinihi j>(ih(t 
I Let ter fi'om Mrinal) ; the Xarai/ni/ criticises d'agoia' for 
acking in I’ealism and indulging in exotic wi'itinpps whudi 
ad no root in the soil ; the Poet rep»lies in the Nn/op/ 
''<ifr(( with two essays, lidstah and LoAn/n/a, deploring, 
n the latter essay, the tend(Micy on the |>art (d‘ those 
ngagt'd in scK-ial service to ])ati-onise the c()niinon fieople 
■vliile dealing with the pi'obU'in of [loverty and social 
Lpili ft. 

THE WAR BEGINS— On the d('claiation of tlie fVar 
n Europe, the Poet delivers a remaifiable si'rmon at 
santirfiketan (August 5, 1914) following' it. up witli 
in essay, Ma tua hiins'i (Thou Shalt not Hate) ; comes 
o (.'alcLitta and I'eads an address of li'licitat ions on the 
'ccasion of Ramendra Sundar Trivedi's fiftii'th birtliday 
■elebi’at.ion ; retui'ning to Santiniketan, goes to stay in 
xurul where he compioses, in 4(5 days 108 songs ((Utah) 
ind teaclies them all to his gi'and-nephew, Dinendi'anath 
fagore, who was the “custodian and stoi'clKuise of 
bis musical com])Ositions ; also writes some ot the pioems 
[lublished in the S(thnj~])at)a and later collected in Ualaka 
vnd two short stories, Dhai Phonttt and Si'iyher Ratri the 


last being later transkated by himself and published in 
EnpHish as “iMashi ’ ; goes on a visit, to Bodh Gaya and 
Alkahabad ; goes u[) lor a few tlays to Darjeeling returns 
to Santiniketan but lea\t\s ag.ain for Agra and goes to 
Alkahabad ; c<miposes at Allahabad his famous {loeiu 
“Shah dah.an” ( A * ) . 

ElRSd' MEETING WLfll GANDllbll The students 
and stall (d the J’hoeiux Schexd (starti-d by Gandhiji in 
Iransval) c<mi(" tv> Sanlimkelan (in ies})onse ti> the Poet’s 
in\it at nm. prt'xum.dy scid , at the instanci' of Andrews) 
inlliu'nced by these new ariivals. the students of Santi- 
niketan lesoUa- 111 iH'lj) the siilL'iing jut(' culti\ators in 
Isast Bt'iig'.al by gi\ ing up using sugar and Hour with 
meals and thus saving money for llic purpose ; t lu' Pix't, 
however, disapprovc's ot this and writc's ; “llu' best form 
(d self-s.acritice wliicli they c(»nld undi'rt .ak*.' was doing 
sonic hal'd work to I'arn nmney” ; delivers in (’alcutta 
Lebi'ii.a r\', l;: (I'.Ma) a ri'inarl.abh' ;iddress at the inaugu- 
ration c| I !(i II (/ 1 i/ti 1 1 it (nuiil ha II M a 11(1(1,1 1 (Bengal Social 
Service LcagiU' founded Ipv Dr, 1), N, IMailra) ; I'cturns 
to .S.aiit iniket an on the ;.L!nd Lebiiiary, narrowly missing 
Gandhiji and ^D's. Gandhi, who had come eaily in 

I'kdu'uary, straight thoni Bomba.v after liis visit, le 

iMigland, t(« ;iee tlx* I'hoeiiix Schoid lads but wa.s hastily 
called awa.v to INten.-i on Gopal Krishaii GidHiale’s death ; 
staying at Siiiail, writes Rliah/niii and r('ads tlu' ]day at 
Sant iniketan on Mar(di 1, Ihlo ; (later it is publislied in 
the Sithn j- jKif ra ) welconies Gandhi, ji to Santiniketan on 
March i‘> ; on the l()lh Maridi at Gandliiji’s suggestion, 
an ‘S‘\peri meiit," is stai'ted in training; t.lx' boys t.o be self- 
supporting; without the help <d‘ cooks, servants and 
swccjx'rs”, the play Rhahjinil is staged at Saiitini kelan 
with the l‘oet in tlx* role <d’ the blind ‘Baidh 

“ IT LA L( H ' .\ I” Receives Lord ( a rniiidiael (Governor 
of Benp'-.al) at Santiniketan on Marcdi “0, 1915; the 

Pboneix ,Sch..i<d students and stall' le;ive for Hardwar with 
(iaiidiiiji, who comes to ;t.ak<' them away on March hi ; 

• taying ag:aui at Surul, composc's many tx'W' songs and 
poi’ins ; a cyidi' <d' four storie;^ published in t.he Safnij- 
/Ultra ai»pears in book form undi'r tlx* title* <d’ (hat ara mja \ 
now commences writing a novel (Ihai'c-baire*, -wdiich is 
serially piibli.died in Saha / /la t ra is tkx* r(*ci|)i(‘nt of a 
Knighthood on tlx* King Ibmperoi-’s Birthday (!!rd June, 
1915) ; Andjews and Peai'i'.on, go to Eiji Islands to 
(*n(|uir(* into tlie gjrievances <4' Indian irxh'nt.u r(‘d labour; 
Die Root p)roceed.s to Kashmir with Rathi ndianath, 
Ibatima Devi arxl the jioet. Saty(*ndranal.h Dutta ; 
composes sevf'ral of his most wx-lLknowm [) 0 (*ms while at 
Srinaprar contribnt.i'S to the Sli.alu'i^jieare* Terc(*nt,enary 
commemoration V<)lume a lemarkable Bengali sonnet, jit 
the i'e(|uest. of Shalses])ear'e So(*iety ; retui'ning; to 
Ealcutta, r(*af]s a jiaper at. a puldie* nx'etinp'; at the 
Rarnmohan Libiary on Sih'aliar hahaa (‘Vehicb* of Instruc- 
ti(m’), urgring tlx* adopt.ion of the Bengali as tlx* medium 
of instruction at the local university ; the JSiaJgiini is 
]jroduced at the Jorasanko liousi* in aid of the famine- 
stricken people at Bankura, the Poet appearing' in the 
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dual rok'.s of yuuiig- “Kahi.sekhar" and the hlin, old ‘bauT 
(dan, IdlGj ; retuius to Saiitiniketan and hnishes Ghare- 
b((i/c ; lUdaka ])ul)iishcd ; writes in the Sabitj-jmi ni an 
aj’tic’le entitled Chliaf la-suHaii jjj’otesting vehemently 
against the repressjon of students after the Oaten episode 
at the I'l-esidency (kjllege, djawing j>ointed attentio]) to 
tlie gi’ovving estj-angeiii(nit Ijetwtani Knglishnien and 
Ijengalees ; his eolleett'd poetical works in llengali are 
])ul)]ished in ten volunies, ijy the Indian Press, Allahabad ; 
MacMillan & do., puhlisli ‘‘Fruit Gatheiing’’ and “Hungry 
Stones and Other Storeis”. 

Pjoceeds to Japan, on May M, P.)1G with Andrews, 
Peai'son and Mukul Dey ; reaches Rangoon on the Gtli 
and is gi\ en a rousing reception ; heaving on the 10th, 
arrives at Singiip(»re on the 15th ; reaching llonkkong 
on tile HJnd May is infoi-med hy the Captain that 
under ordeivs from authoi'ities the ship has to cut out 
Shanghai ainl proccsnl straight to Ja))an as tlie public 
liad gi'own imiiatient at thi* jirospect of seeing him ; 
arrives at Rohe (ni May 2‘J ; is entei'tained first l)y 
till' Jajianese Press Association and then at a great 
gathering nf Japanese intellectuals, when Count Okuma 
welcomes hiin with a speech in Ja})anese and the Poet 
I'cplies in Pengali ; stays for sonK‘ time at llakone as the 
guest of llara, the c(.‘lehiated i)aintei’, to whom h(‘ dedi- 
catc'S “Sti'ay Pirds” later puhlislual hy MacMillan; 
ciiticis(‘s tliC' Japanese 1 niiimiallst ]H)licy against tlie 
N’oun'c: Ivi'iuihlic of China and s])eid\s on ,Iune 17, at 
t.lu' Tokyo C ni \'ei‘sit y on “JJie M(‘ssage of India to 
Ja])an'’ ; and on “The Spirit, of Japian” in July at, the 
Ki'io Cijiku I 'ni N'ersit y ; falls immediately into oflicial 
disfaNoiir ; rec(‘i\a's and I'cjects an invitation from Van- 
eoiua-r (Canada) as a gestui'e against that Pritish Domi- 
nion’s <lisci iminal itig ti eatmeiit of Indians. 


I N 1 » 1 ( 'I'M IT\ r ( ) C iN A J'l ( )N A 1 J SM 1 waves for 
.America and icaclu's Sint tie ( Washing’t mi ) on Septcm- 
hm IS, T.MG; is imJ liy J. Ik Ik>nd of Pond Lyceum, a 
well know 11 .American lecture Imri'au, and enters into 
a contract Aiith him for a lecture tour in tlie Ihiited 
States ; I lie lir.-d public reception in America is given 
by the ladies of Seattle Sunset Club; at the hall of 
(his Clul. the I’oet .also deliiao's his lirst jiublic address 
(arraneed b\' Pond) on September ‘..ba, sjieaking on 
“'I’lie Cult of Nationalism”, condemning the greedy 
Imperialism (»f Western nations and also vigorously 
denouncing I’riti.di rub* in India ; lectui'es next at Port- 
land (()iogmi) on the JTth, at San Francisco (California) 
an the :‘,()th. w liere he (deads for “inort* of tlu‘ funda- 
mental idea of brotherhood and less of oj-ganisation” ; a 
sectn»n of the American Pri'ss strongly eidticises his 
si^eech on Nationalism ; is feted by the Japianesc of Fiasco 
on (ti'tolu'r .‘k and lo’ llu* Los Angles (nihlic on October 
t ; attends a onci'i't by Paderewski .uul has a long talk 
with him ; n ads at the Cidumbia J'ln'atre. Ntwv York, one 
of his short stories and gives readings from the Kngli.sh 
translation id' A’e m ; Ramchandra. the Sikh leader of 
the Indian revolutionaries banded under the “Hindus- 


than Gadr” party, attacks the I\)et in a riewspapei 
article on the alleged ground of ‘sailing under false 
colours by retaining the privilege of a British Knight- 
hood and airing anti- Jlritish views' ; a rumour spreads 
of a plot against his life hy the Hindusthan Gadi 
Party, hut tlie Poet refuses to place himself under 
j;oJic.e protection as he does not believe in the rumour ; 
Jtamchaiidj'a latei' denies in the Fortlaiul T cleg ram, any 
iiitention to kill him ; though advised by some friends to 
cut short Ids lecture tour, the Poet refuses to change his 
pilaus and goes to Santa Barbara where he repeats his 
h'(T.ui-e on Nationalism ; tlien tours lecturing througli 
Lkisadeiia, Salt Lake City, C.lhicago, Jowa, Milwaukee, 
Ijouisville and Detioit where his lecture on “Nationalism” 
was charactej-ised in the Press as “sickly saccharine 
mental poison” (Detroit Journal, Nov., 14) ; at the 
very exclusive Twentieth (Aentury Club at Cleveland 
he sjieaks against America’s lust for gold ; conies to New 
A'ork where in an interview with the Press (Nov., IS) he 
denounces Western Nationalism and speaks strongly 
against Amei’ii:aks anti- Asiatic policy ; lectures at the 
(.kuTiegic Hall in New YoiT at the School of Political 
Education on “Tlie World of Personality” ; speaks next 
al. Jkiston at Mount Holyoak College on “.Ai’t", at 
'J'aramouiit Temph*, on “Nationalism” where he receives 
“one of the wxirniest welcomes ever accorded to a 

l(H-turcr in Lloston” (Ilosloii Herald, Dec., (>, lUlG) is 
welcomed hy Privsident Hadley at the A'alc University as 
a “seeker after light and truth” ; returns to New 
A'ork for a farewell spieech, on Decemlier at the 

Amsterdam Th(*atre, wbicli is packed to capacity ; 
goes ot (Alcveland again to plant a tree in Shakespeare 
tiarden ; Hum to ('oloi'udo to see the famous sjirings and 
i-etnrns again to Siin Francisco where he writes the fore- 
word to Paul Jticliard’s hook, “To The Nations” (pub- 
lished hy J. Ik Poud) ; leaves for Japan, on January 21, 
PJi7 and halts enronte at Honolulu foj' a day; Pearson 
s1a>'s in Jajian and the Poet i-eturns to (falcutta with 
Mukul Dey, on Alarch 17, 11)17. 

'fllF “\'1('111T1\A” ('LIJB Returning to Calcutta, 
the Poet has a jilixisant surpirise in tlie shape of the 
}d<-hitr(( School of Alls and (b'afis sponsored and orga- 
nized in his absence hy Ganganendranath Alianindranath 
and Rathindraiiath at his Jorasankohonse ; finds also an- 
other institution the ''^deltifra ('lub”, which soon be- 
comes the meeting place for Bengal’s intellectuals 
and literary (leople ; in tlu‘ Saba j-jxifi'a writes Bharar 
Kittbix stiongly suiiporting Pramatha Chaudhuri in his 
attenpit to ]io|)idarize the literary tongue and to write 
the Bengali language in the same way as it is spoken ; 
comes to Calcutta for a gala celebration of his birth- 
day by the Vichitia Clul) ; writes short storries 
{I'aparv'ial and Balia N amber) for the Saha j-palra 
Iirotests strongly against the internment of Mi*s. Besant 
foi- her political activities ; in (Aalcntta, i-eads, first at 
Rammohan Library (Aug. 4, 1917) and then at the Alfred 
Theatre, his famous political paper Kartar Ichhayaa 



( 165 ) 


(‘As the* Master Mill It’’), Bhupendianatii Basu 
I at the latter place ; composes, at the rcMpiest of 

l':;!ui)t Malaviya, his famous national son^^- J)esha, Dv^^ha 
, hari numdUa labn veri, which is sung- foi- 

1m hist time at the meeting at Jtammohan hil.rary ; 
M. ds a paper on Sinu/iicr niulxti (RedenipLion of Song) ; 

M lelt(‘r to a friend in England (whicii is puhlislicd hy 
iM Indian Press on September 7) he strongly exinvsses 
111, , self on the ruthless repression then practised by 
ii, Government of Bengal against luditical U’orkei's 
,y imprisonment and detention without charge or trial, 

a few cases driving them to insanity or snicitle” ; 
tmd Ivonaldshay, Governor of Bengal, <lenies the 
'iM.i’s cliai'ges in a speech at the Bengal Leg;is]alive 
i iiiicil ; to this the Poet replies later in a statement 
Jan. n, P)18), in which he gives a concrete instance, 
s' a young student at Santiniketan, who had run 
ivay from the school chagrined at his failure at tin* 
ai iLial test, being ai-rested and detained, without ciiaige 
c hail, imdei’ the all-emhi’acing Indian ‘DOItA’. 

I’OLPriGS AGAIN — A controversy lunhng arisen 
iia.iiig Thmgal Congressmen as to making Mrs. Besant, 
Im‘m under internment, the President, of tin* Indian 
Nc.tional (Jongress Session in (Calcutta in Decemliei-, 1S)17, 
lie Poet warmly supports the cause of Mrs. Besanl. 
I'j.ainst the opposition of Surendranath Banerjea and 
us followers ; I'eceives, on Septemlier 8, a de])utation 
'iisisting of Motilal Ghose, G. It. Das, Bihimdiandra 
al, B. (Jhakravarti, Hirendranath Dut.ta, Fa/dul JIlkp 
G i>) od'er him the Chairmanship ot the Pece|)tion 
lamittee of the forthcoming (amgi'ess Session ; is elect- 
■I on Beptenibej’ ii as (Miairman of tin* Kect.-ption (’om- 
adlee in place of Itai Baikuntlianath Sen Baliadui-, who 
an! been previously elected resigns his Chai rmaiislhp in 
'Mir of Rai Baik unthanath Sen Bahadur when the con- 
oo t'i'sy ends with the acceptance of Mias, Besant as i‘r(‘si- 

■ oi by the ‘Moderate’ Pai’ty ; attemls tin* (’ongress 
'''■ling on the opening day when la* recei\'es a great 
oiiion and reads ‘India’s Pra>'er” (a }ioem ) imrne- 

lely after the singing of lUrndc Mait raiu ; ! >(f h'-i'diar 
1 ' 'st.-Oliicc ) is staged by the Poet at t lu' \ucl)il.ra 
m 1' hall, he himself appealing in tin*, role of ‘7’hakin-<la’, 
I'p'Uti'd iiy Gaganendi’anatli, Ahanindranath, Ratliindra- 
'll- the pei'formanee being witrmss(*d hy Gandliiji, 
oak Maharaj, Malaviyaji, Mrs. Besant and othei’ 

Miiinent. Congress leadei’s ; the communal riots in 

■ oar (Sahahad) piovokes from his pen the famous 
'dieal ]>aj)er on Chhoto-o-Horo (‘Phe Gi’eat and the 
‘all’) meets in Calcutta at his dorasanko residence, 
S. Montague, the Secretary of State, who had come 

on his “Reform” mission ; returns to Santiniketan 
1 receives Sir Michael Sadler and other ni(*inl)ers ol 

Calcutta University Commission ; writes a devasta- 
g satiie on the educational policy of the Government of 
ha {TutakaJiinl : ‘The Parrot’s Ti'aining’) ; coming to 
cutta, delivers a lecture on (Uihavda (rhythm) ; com- 
es the poems of PaJataku ; his fifl yseverith birthday 
celebrated at the Vichitra Glut). 


■ IMay D, P)i8, Gourlay, then 

Age aS-(... Private Secretary to the Governor 
ol Bengal (Lord Ronaldsliay ) , in- 
Jorins Andi'cws that the Government had ivceived infor- 
uialion D om ,Saii b ianeisetp that tlu' Poet* liad been eoii- 
ne(ted with the young Indian revohil ionaries undergoing 
trial thei-e, and thal, it was rumoured, he had received 
(leinian money lor his American toui’ in Ibid, when he 
spoke to strongly against British rule* in India ; the Poet 
wj-ites an indignant letter to President Wilson, and 
although assLiii'd of g(*iierous ii-cefition hy tlie American 
public (through the American Consul at Calcutta) 
gives u{) the idea of foreign tour which he had been 
contemplating for some time ; j’eceives the news of 
Bearson s arrest ;iiid deijortation to England, at tin* ins- 
tance ot the Britisli Go\ i-rii ment, for alleged anti-British 
activities in Japan and America ; declines an olfer of 
K’s. bOJIOO hy J’ilak foi- nndertalung” a eiiltural iii’opa- 
ganda toui-” in Lurope am] America ; on May 1(>, 1!)I8, 
liis eldest daughti'r, B(*la De\'i (Mi’s. Sarat (Jiandra 
( hak ra\'art,i ) expiri’s in (kilentta al'ter a jii’otracted 
illness ; l•e^Llrlls to Santiniketan on May li8, eaiicelliiig 
at the last mi mi re a trip to Darjeeling and stays 
there for four months oceiipymg liiinself mainly with 
teaeliing woik ; Uxives in the autumn foi- a tour in Madras 
hut stops for a few days at Pithpiiram with t.he Maha- 
raja and I’etiirns to Galculta ; A jit ( Jiak ravert.i dies in 
t’aleul.ta (Dec. P.I 18 ) ; on l)n* JJod December, l'.M8 at 
Santiniki'taii tlie Boet <'xplains his idea about creating an 
institution wliicfi \vould he a true centre for tJie ditfei’cnt 
culture's of I he Jkasl and lays its roimdal-ioii st.one at the 
.site of the presenl tenmis court at Sant iiiikc'tan ; Mac- 
Millan (\j (k)., publish “1 .over’s Gift and Grossing”, 
“Maslii and Other Stories”. 

Out on a tour (d’ South India, the Poet ari’ives at 
Bangaloie (January JO, P.ilO) fi'om where lie goes to 
Mysoj c, Ooty, < ’oimhatore, Palghat, Sah*m, ’'rrichnopoly, 
Se'i’iiigaiial tain, iv umhakoiiam, Pan jo re, Madras — s] leak- 
ing to large and i-nl husim-J ic audiences on “Phe Message 
of tlie Kori'.'-J”, “Pile falk R.e.ligioiis of India” and “Plie 
Gent, re of Indian Gultnre” ; coming to Madras SjU'ak's as 
Ghance'llor of tin* “National University”, founder hy Mrs. 
Annie B>es:int, whose guest he was at Adyar ; returns to 
(’alculta and speal.s publicly in this city for t.lie first time 
in Pipvhsli, to a crowfied auditorium at tlie Empire 
J'heatre, on “I'Jlucation”, leads next at tiie Bose Institute 
“’file Mess;u':e of tlie l'J>r(*st”. 

J'HL GBHbM' Gl'lSPUItE On the inauguration hy 
Gaiidhiji of his Satyagraiia movement a.s a iirotest 
against the passing of tin* Rowlatt Act, the T‘oet wi’it.es 
a lettei’ in which Ik* exjuessc's his apju'ehension of the 
movement giving lise to force.s beyond (-ontrol ; on April 
l.J takes i*lace the shooting of unarmed citizens of 
Amritsar at Jalianwallali Bag ; follow Maitial Law in the 
Punjal) and attendant atrocitie.s ; stiiiP censorship pi’C- 
vents news of otiicial outrages leaching oUier provinces ; 
the poet comes to kiK)W of these at the end of May ; not 
receiving suiiport from political leaders in his attempt to 
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K<> t.<> thi; Puiijal), 1 k' (MUiH's lit Calcutla (May liT), wharf* 
fails to have aitrivauad a jiul>lir of i)j'ot(‘st 

over wliiali ho olfors to prosido ; on May dO, Ihllf ho vvi ilos 
Iho “histone lotlor*’ Its Iho \’ieoroy, Jao’d Cholnasfoj-d, 
ronouneinp; his* K iiipdd lKtod in ordoi to “;^ivo voieo to the 
prolf'st of nnllatn;- of niy eountry)n<‘n snrjtiisod into a 
dumh an;^uis}) of tor roi “ ; ah tfn.-. tiino Dio Toot is 
onj-cai^od in writinp the skotclios of LijnLa ( puhlishod in 
Ihdd) ; a now Honpali nie.iitldy, flu* Sa ni nulccf (in- lUti riku 
tho orpan of tho Sant inik(‘at n Asrani is stai tod iindin' his 
oditorsliip. 

11)0 nurlus of tho \h:w'a I'ha i at i i>, fonnod, wh<..*n on 
July unit X’ldyaD;}) awan is oponod for aiharua'd studios 
in anrnofd Indian lit oral u ros and latin in Tihotan ami 

(Jiinoso with I'andit \' nihusoldia r Sasiri at its head ; 
jaihlishod “'I la* ( '('iitK* of Indian (’ulturo” loctiH(*s, 
composos .soups and tales classos: at Santinilahan ; adapts 
Sd rudit i H(i !' as fi re tiy.od h , uhieh is sta)-':od at Santinikotan ; 

spofids, 1 h(* aiituinn ((tel .\o\. ) at Shilhtnp; : r(‘turninp; to 

Sant inilo-lan. (tpons a class for daneinp; undo) tw<t ins- 
Iruetitrs hi ttupiil from Maiiiitur ; \ isits Sylh(*l ( I toe<*mhor 
h, Ihllt) ; Lord Konaldshay \'isi(s Santinikotan ( Loh. 
lltJO) ; adapts; /I'n/n as Ariijinilan ; p'oo: to (iu.irat, at 
(iandliiji’s i ii\it.at ion, to attend an a n ni \ o r.sa ly fimetitin 
uf tlio (iiijrat Lil('rar\’ Soeiots’; spi'iids a day at 
(iandluji’s Saltaruiati •l.so-oai ; visits !>iiavnap’ai- and 

I iinhdi ; )oeoi\es. a pift of K.s. Id.OUU fiom tin* I'uloi of 
liinihdi for Sant i iiiki'tan : poo.s td Ahniodahad. lionihay. 
Surat and roturn:. to ('aleutia in May, IhJO. 

Leases ('aleutta for l'airo|»o on May 11. Ih’Jd witli his 
son and dauphtoi in law; s-ails from Loinhny on May 
1 ft ; on hoard tlio boat has often lonp talks with tho Apa 
Khan (who, <iuit<' f r»*( iiamt 1 s , roads out to him from Ilatiz 
and disenssos Sufism I the Maliaia.ia of Alwar, tho 
Jam Sala'h of Nawanapai ( Kanjit Sinph) ; translati's 
duiinp the \eyapo soim* (d' his Santinikotan si'iinons, 
wliieh are hater putJishod as “thoiip.iit IColies” ; lands at 
IMymoutli (*n Juno o; is roeoivod hy Pearson whom lie 
moots aftoi' tliri'o yoai's ; eominp to London imn'ts liotla-n- 
sti'iji, llndstni (tla* ei'iolnatod antlioi of “(La'on 
Mansam.'’’) k’ox -St i anyways (tho authoi' of ‘'IJu' Mu.Nie 
of Hindustan'’!. ( hinniin’hamt* ( D'aliam {th<‘ author of 
“( 'a rt opona' I . Nicholas Koorieh (tho Kussian jmintoi- wlu> 
had not yet i ison to fanu*). In'i naxl Shaw. I’rof. (lilhoi t 
Murra\' and others ; p'oos to Oxfoid (Jiim' IIH to s|)oak 
to tho students at a fniution at which I>r. ]h>hm’t 
lhadoi's .tin* Poet laurcati* of Lapland, was to liavo 
))r('si<ied hut latoi- o.\cu.*>ed himself from attending ; 
mei’ls ('ok La^\ roni’e (of Arahian fame), who complains 
to him that tlie Pritish ( ho an nnu*nt liavinp failed to keep 
any of the pronnsi's he had makt' tti tlie Arabs lu* would 
never lu* aide io face to those people apain ; from (f)xford 
tho I’oot poos to (’amhnadpo and nu'ets tlioro. amonp 
others. Ihof. Andorso’i, Lowes Ihckinson and J. "M. 
Ki'ynes ; attends a i-eco]dion aiaanpod in liis lionour hy 
the rnion isf Last and West Society, whore Damo Sybil 
'riionulyko, th.o colohratod Lnplish actress, recites a poem 
c'omposed f^n tho occasion V'V Laurence Binyem. 


A MKSSIvNLLR (JP' PEACE — Culls at the 
(Jflice on Montapu, Secictaiy of State for iiidi: 
Lord Sinha ( Cnder-Secrelary ) and discusses wit li 
the Puiijah affairs, pointinp out to Monlapu th; 
was not so much tho puiiislimont of Cenoral 
tliat India asluai foi hut moral condemnation of the ( 
hy the Ihitish Nation ; tho callous condonation of Co 
l)yoi' hy tho House of Loids, tho dehato in it.s 
nos.s of jMcial ai’ropanco distioss him iioyond nioas 
sipns, aloiip with othois, a letter to Premier Lloyd (Ji 
sLippostinp Montapai as the successor of J.ord (Jlu 
fold as Viceroy of India ; \'isits juunmohan 1 
tomh at Bristol ; im'ots Sir Hojaco Pluukett 
“A. E,” ((ii'orpo Ivussoll) ; jiroparos for a ti'i] 

Scandinavia hut cancels the \isit at tho last mom 
poos to P’ranct' (Aupimt (I. IhJIk) “witli a fiadinp of re 
from “studied coolness” on tho part of many of his J 
lish friends and admirers ; stays in Paris as the pue^ 

M. Kahn, known as “tho richi'st man in P’rance" n 
1‘rofossors Sylvain Le\'i and I)e Piun ; \isits the ha 
fields in N’mlhorn k'l’atico and is mucdi dislurhed hy sc 
of devastation ; poos for a tew days to Souti 
i‘'rano<‘ which la* lilo’s ; jiropari's his lectLire on “ 
Moetinp of the East and Wh'st”; rotuins to CoJiitessi 
Noailh's. tlio oolehratcsl p'leiich poetess, Avho tells 
that she was the ('hnnenceau wiieii the news of tlie do 
ratio)! of tin* War cann* and that hoth tuiuied t.o I'ead f 
the P’l-eneh franslaiion of Ids (iildtijdll ( “Sonp-Offc'rint 
to pet (►\'<»r the iiifciise fe(*linp of deiiressioii which 
overpowcM’inp: (kiem ; poes to Holland, hmnp inviU'd tlie 
tours leeturiiip tliroupli tla‘ Plapiu*, Leyden, lJtj(*c 
is warmlv i-eceived every wlie re ; writ(*s to J. B. Iknitl 
his intention to visit .Ammiea and it'oeives a eabled rt 
tliat lie imalJe to orpaiii/.t' any It'ctiire for tlie iNiet: 
p(*pmlar fet'liiip in America is just tlum not fav(. 
alth" tt) him; \isit Prussels (who-i* he is rtsahx'ed 
the Belpian Kinpi and .Antw'crp, aiul rtJurns 
Palis ; is extremely annoyt*d at tin* inexjilioahle fail 
of his h'tters from Lu.pland and India I'oaeliinp hiai 
time ; retui'ns lo London ; resol\t*s to po to Amei'ica, “ 
they must lisleii to the ai»pt*al of the Piast”, and s; 
will) Pt'arstm, ari'i\ inp in New' York on October 28, P.) 

(LAN’DHIJl AND N ON-( 'O-OPE ILATION -1 n Jiu 
Candliiji cmnes to Santinikotan. accomi^aniecl hy Shaul 
Ali. in Septemher, P.'2(k on ins way hack from the Sjiet 
(’onpi'ess meetinp in ('aleulta : the Santiuil-.etan Sch' 
deeidt's md to semi up hoys for tlie Mat I'ieulation exai 
natitui of Calcutta Colli'pos who iiave }ion-coa>perat' 
come t>ut anil start “villapi* wanlC' at SnruL 

Asked alxmt Ids opinion on Candhiji's nomco-opei 
tion Ipv Press icjiorters in Nt'W York, declai'es tli 
lu* helieves in tin* ]m)wi']' t>f tkie s}iirit anil ne\'er 
hi'iite foive : lectures at tlie Brooklyn Academy 
Music on “The meetinp of Paist and West” (Nov, 1 
on “The Mystic Poids of Boiipal” at the Brenn 
(Philadel ; Ida) Women’s Collepe ( No\. 12) ; watclies 
pamo of football at P’rinceton (Nov. and relurnii 

to New A'oi'k attends the fifteenth anidversary of tj 
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t! Art Club ; lectures at New A'ork (Nov. *20) 

> J\;ct\s Ueiig'ion" ; is, however, frustrated iii 
■,^.iiij)ls to raise funds for Visva-Ihiarati, encounler- 
■ every step, subtle but no less vigorous hostility 
ried liy powei‘fui inlluences on the alleged gixunids 
heing anti-Bi'itish and })ro-GeJ-nian ; at a lueetiug 
, ed b\' the J‘oetry Society of New ^ ork he caiin«>t 
: ill:- feelings of disappoiutnient ; goes to Chicago 
I . 1 I and stays thei'e tor some tinu' as tlu' gau'sl (2,‘ 

i,, dbuiy with an intei'val for a short lecture toui- in 
, , ; . sails J’or Europe (Marcli lb, 1021). 

Seeak.-; on “Tile Meeting of East, and AVr-st” in London 
,i S) ; hies to Laris aft.nr tliree we(*ks aiul is again 
, t of M. Kahn; meets Tvoinairi Kolland on Ainil 

i,> lures at Musee Cuimet at. a nuading: arranged l.y 
. Sneite des amis d’Ctriente ; also addresses the Conntt^ 
;,i 'ual d’etndes Sociales et LolitiiiiU'S (ionnded liy 
i, Liian) on “The ITddic Spirit of Indiii” (April 20) ; 

, ; ,es as a gift, foi' Visva- Ilharat.i a sjdendid lihiai'y 
eu Sridhar Kana, a I'ich Indian pearl-meicdiant in Lai'is. 
Hu Api'il 27, comes to Strasbourg and reads “ 1 lie 
a u-e of the Forest” at the lbii\-ersity ; next at Ctmeva. 

' .\]ii'il lit), speaks on “Education” at the Koussiuin 
nente; liis hist birthday is eelebralial all (oan- 
. 'aiany : \'isits Lucerne and Basle : lecturtes at th(‘ 
• Linversity (Olay 11): stays with Lount Keys<-rl 
.,1 LaHjistaet ; lectures at Hamburg University (May 
:;t Copenhagen tbiiv(‘rsit\ (May 2*’,). 

\ ; its Sweden where he is I'eceived with gx-at 
HI.-. ; s|)C'aks at the ancimit University of Up--*la and 
ai the Catlie.lrak the Arcliibishop of Lpsala himselt 
ii'H' a big I I'oeess.ion witll torches to condnet tlie Loci 
Hie meeting; speaks at a great bamiuel given in his 
: eir h\' tile Swedish Academy. Stockludni ; is recei\(‘d 
Lie King of S\N(‘dcn ; comes t)ack to Leiliii where ke 
■ with Hugo Ltinnes and delivel'S two lectures at the 
' ’ersliy “scenes of fi'en/ied In.-row orslii]) marking tie 
lorn ; i.-. feted by Waltor iLitheiian ; speaks at Mimudi 
■ Husily wheie he meets Tln.mias Maim; then at the 
ei;-iiy (d’ Frankfurt on “Tin* \ illage Myslu-s ot 
. :.g:d" stays with Grand Duke of llesse M Itaimstadl. 
.-le he givt‘s daily talks aU tln^ Sclmnl of WisMoin hy 
on Keyscndiiig : addi esses a great gathering .d 
.ruun lah<mr(n‘s and attends an opmi aii L.do. .d in 
ee.i.ir ; visits \"ienna, Lragme s|)ealding at heth^tln 
to largs- and enthusiastic andienc<*s ; hsave-. lair 
duly : catclies the India-bound M"rr,i at .Marseille,-; and 
H es in Lombay on Jnl\' Lk 1*221. 

“THE (’ALL OF TLUTH” Fr.nn IknidHy .■omwv 

amid to Salitiniketan in tlie mid.et <d tin N'"n ( I 
:i nmvement at its height; great pr<‘ssnio i.- 
M from all sides to ,i<dri it ; against the whole Im-ce e 
cin’cent popular smitiment, he re-.])) « U' 

AS in a pager ent itled SiJrs}i((r ( T 

.itures) reads at a meeting organised hy 
rh'lufd ((’ouncil of National Education) at tdie 
dversity Institute Hall, on August IT with 
andhuri in the chair; repeats the lecture a 


I lieati’c on August IS with Acharya Brafulla Uhandra Kay 
as Uhaii-man ; Larat tdiaiulra (diatteijian the novelist, in 
a jtaper entitUai S^,\sli(ir LIdie Conllict of (dilUn-es) 

essays at a rejdy ; the Beet fi>llows with aiudhei' paptm 
Safihr Ahhira,: C'l’he Call of Truth’) reads at the 

Cakmtta Lniversit)' Listdnte on Angnst 2d in which he 
detimtidy reiccts ‘ Xon-co-operat ion' as •enuneiattnl hy 
(iandliiji ; tlie Alahatma replu's in )'oiiut; IihIki with Ins 
;irti(de ‘ddie tiituit Sentiiud'. I’drsha iiiniiijtil (‘Ihi' Rain 
Le.divuk), a new and nimiiie t\pe (d’ musical soiiee pro- 
duced at the d<'r;isntd'.o house on tlie 2nd and drd St‘]H 
temkier the I’oet n'lntimv sv»ine of his famous rain-goems, 
Malniraja .lagadindramil h Key <'f Xatoi c aeeonipany ing 
(Ui (hr mridarig : on the Ith t iu' l>aiigi\a Sahitya Ran- 

shad inu'srnts an .addtu'ss. <d‘ weleonn' ; nnad.s (iandlnji, at 
tin.' .hu'asanln' hoirsc' the <dh So| it nnil»er (ld21), the 
imadiiig taking place lieliind (dosed donis and none 
evci'pt Andrew,-. ln‘ing present ; L(‘arsi>n returns to 

Sant inil.olan after liv(‘ \-ears ; 1,, \\ . Irlmhirsf eonu'S 

w ith an annual g.ift 'd' ; .dd.lKld troni Al is^, Stiaigld 
(later Airs, kdmliiistl for rni'al i-ecom.l rmd mi i work 

.at Sinnl ; on Xovmnher 10 comes Lrof. S>lv:iin Levi, tin' 
tirsi \ isiting Lndd'ssoi of \ds\a Lliarati, who organi’/.('s 
advanced lesc.aieki m 'kilMd.-in and Chinese studies. 

\'IS\ .\ -LllA Iv A n I X A LC I 1L\ klm » On Deei'inhei 22, 
Lr.M X'ls'v a- Lh.i rat 1 i- forma!l\- imum.i;.iHH ;d a me-liig': 
in esided o\’ei' hy !>i. 1 h a jend ra n t ! i Seal {Titn'i S. L'»2S 

\\i: ;ii winch the c.nu.t 1 ( III mil < d’ Xuwa I’.l ouh u; adopted 
with Rat hiiidranal h 'kagore ami L'.i^aiita .\1 a !ei la iml li s as 
.hunt Secrel a lie:-. (.Ingiiia Smhival : niat.e:. o\ei l . i he 
lOiarali t.\ lrir.( deed (he kind, hnilding;;,, lihrar.N' 
Ill:-, other pio|)ertie: at Sa 1 1 1 i n 1 1. el a n . tin' eiit.ii'C 

<,f (he Xehel Rr'e/r money ami the ('o]»vrig:ht <d his 
Leiig.ali l»"ok.-.. 

a .Ir.ama. MnlJtidhioa ( khe Waterfall), nnd 
,i n. In: friend; at Im ('.alentl.i remdmice on the 
Ih.L, .fannary. L>22 ; on ILOuiiary 0. fmimled Srnnh<'l(ni 
( I lepa rl meiit 'd' Liiral Id'cmist met ion o| \ isva Bharnti) ; 

t,, , undiiee MnLhtdIunn lull gives lip the idea 

,,,, ,,.cmii( .d' the new:- ot I h(‘ arrest - d‘ and .senlene«> lo six- 
figioi.u- 1 m [1 ri ' *1 1 men t o( (landhiji (Maitdi 10) , 
In:, h/gml hirth a nnixao :;a ry t juiti'ly chs, mwed at Santini- 
; I le.ude:-, ..n duly h over tin' Slu'lley ( 'e 1 1 1 n na iV liiei't- 
1,1 Calciitla ; attends the memorial meeting in honour 
.if th.' L'Mt Salyendranal h Hiitt.a wlnoe lie reads, a most 
remari.ahh- ehu'v: \'i;:r<i lUnunh Sa m in il (tii i is. start. ed 

H. 'i ;,|,uitta duly ld2;k ad<be .:<' . tiu- slinh'id.s <T th(‘ 
(Xdleg.- on hi:, ideal: «d‘ \h :H :i L>h:i ra 1 1 ; m 
■\iign 1. 1022. at the I id ei nal lona I < ongre:::. ed Brace .and 
I'lfedoin held at lamano, attended hy Rmnaiti Roll.'Uid. 
p.jiP Ilmv-e. (ieorgi'S Jtidiamel, Brof. I'orel, I.eiliand 
Kns.sMI and dolm Hayne;. Holmes, a “’i'agore Ikveiiing” is 
Mi gam -.ed hv I hs Kalida:s Nag in whiidi t hem* leaders of 
thonght and <dhers take' j.art; Surndnfiuih is 
produced in Calcutta, first at Alfied d'ln'atre and then at 
Madan Tlnmtrc (Sej.t 10 and 17) the Loot with memlmrs 
of the Santiniketan staff appeal ing on tin' stage ; on 
September 10, the Foot goes to Bomliay and then to 



( 168 ) 


PooMci (with Prof. Levi) where he reads a pajjer on 
“Inuian Kenaissanee” detailing’ his views on the ideals 
winch liiiiiaii universities should stiive to attain. 

hhoni l\)ona he goes to Mysoie, Bangalore, Madras, 
Coimhatojc, Colombo, Ti'i v'andium, Cochin, speaking on 
“Lhe Vision ox Indian History” “Lhe Spirit of Modern 
Times”, “As Lvistein liniA ei sity”, “'Jdie Forest Univer- 
sity of India” and “The Crowth of My Lil’evs Wbi’k” 
(Sept. 25 to Oct. 22, 1522) ; comes to Bombay on the 
22nd October; goes to Ahmcdabad and to the Sabarrnati 
Asram and tlien i-eturns to Santiniketan after an absence 
of about three months ; Lord J.ytton, Uovej iior of Bengal, 
visits Santiniketan ; writes the poems of Sisa- iJlwlanatli ; 
Ills second brttioer, Satyemdranath passes away on ‘Jth 
January, l‘)2o ; tlie Poet visits Sindh (Kai’achi and 
Hyderabad), Feb., Mai'cli, l‘J2-‘) ; Visva-Ji/m rati Qnai tcrlij 
started under his ediroi-ship in Apill, 1522 ; Dr. Tara- 
poiewalla of Calcutta University lays the foundation 
stone of “Batanknthi” (the guest-house for foreign 
visitors to Santiniketan), foi’ which Sir Katan Tata had 
donated its. 25,0(M) spends tlie summer at Shillong and 
writes there a drama, the Jia Iclakarabi (later translated 
into English as “Bed Oleanders”) delivers a lecture on 
Bankinichandi'a Chatterjee at a meeting of Bhowani- 
})ore Literary Society (riinie 28) ; discusses, in an in- 
tei’view curi’ent jxolitical topics with special reference 
to Hindu-Muslim I'elatioiis, expressing himself in 
favour of the idea of Hindus organising themselves but 
laying empliasis on the economic aspect of the conflict and 
suggesting that I’eal unity can only lie achieved on a fusion 
of economic interi'sts of the two communities ; pub- 
lislies his considered views on the same suliject in a con- 
tribution to the July-September issue of the TV.smn- 
JJliai'citi Qaartcrln (“The Way to Unity”) ; for three 
days at the Empii’e Theatre, Calcutta, the drama Vifiarjati 
(‘Sacrifice’) is produced (Aug’ust 25, 27, 28, 1522) ; 

the Old Poet himself af)pearing with astonishing success 
as young Jayasingha returns to Santiniketan ; receives 
a cable fi’om Italy announcing the death, in a train 
accident, of Jh*arson (11)24) ; writes a drama Raiha jah a, 
issues an appeal for funds for the establishment of 
a hospital at Santiniketan in memory of Pear’son ; 
tonrs the States in VVeslern India collecting funds for 
Vis\ a-Bhaj’ati ; on tlie invitation of Calcutta University 
delivers a series of lectures on Litei-ature, spe.’iking 
e.r iciiii)orv ; pi’csides over the annual conference of the 
Anti-Malaiial Societies of Bengal held at Alfi’ed Theatre 
in Calcutta (Feb. 11)24). 

PLAIN-SPEAKINC IN JAPAN 

Leaves for Cliiiia from Calcutta on Mai’ch, 21, 1924, 
accompanied by L. K. Elmhirst, Kshitimohan Sen, Nanda 
Lai Bose and Kalidas Nag at tlie invitation of Liang 
Chi-Chao, Pi'esident of the IJnivei'sities Lecure Asso- 
ciation of Chiiia ; receives great ovations vn route 
at Rangoon, Penang, Kuala Lampur and Singapore ; 
ari’iv) ng at Shanghai on April 12, the Poet explains that 
the old relation between India and China was “for dis- 
interested” human love and nothing else ; and, on April 


17, speaking to a Japanese audience, deprecate the lin. 
pei’ialist greed which had got hold of Japan and wism^ 
that Asia should be free from the curse of Western mau. 
lialism and nationalism ; speaks in the same strain also, 
very strongly, at another meeting ox’ganized by 
Anglo-Amei’jcan Society ; is attacked by English and 
yVmerican pa})crs for tliese speeches ; Chinese studeuLt; 
are dissatisfied with his comments against WestLiii 
ideals which had powerful captured their imagination; 
1 ‘eaclies Peking on Api’il 22 ; the National Univemiy 
at J'eking accox'ds him a great reception on April I’l; ; 
Dj’. Hu Hsi, leadei- of the (.'hinese youth (now (’hin.-ii' 
Ambassador at Wasirington), meets the poet and is con 
verted into a great admirer of his, which reads oii student, 
in entiiLisiasni foi- his cultui’al mission ; after gi\iiiyr 
a few more lectures in China goes to Japan (May itii, 
1924) ; lectures thex’e chiefly on “Intei’iiational Rela- 
tions”, in course o.l‘ which he tells the JLi])anese uf 
his “deep love and respect” for tlicm as a jxcople kiii 
dei)lores that “when as a nation you have dealing.: 
with othex' natieuis you also ean be deceptive, cruel ^>n,l 
ellicient in handling those methods in winch the Westnon 
nations show such mastery”; meets Rasiibcliary Bose, the 
exiled Indian revolutinoai’y, who shows great revereniee 
for the Poet and insists on attending to his personal eoni- 
forts ; x’etuins to India on July, 21, 1924. 

Tlie lh)et is di’avvn into the voitex of an agitalictii 
over a speech of Lord Lytoxi made at Dacca praising 
the ]Kdice and casting a slur on the women of Benge 1 ; 
accc(l(‘s, under pressure fi'om mutual friends, to tiio I 
I'exjuest to meet Lord I^ytton and help liim to explaiii I 
himself, — FazUd Hiu] being very active to bring ali uit 
the meeting ; letters of IvOi’d Lytton and Tagerc 
simultaneously publislied in Indian papers on August I’-J 
fail to teiminate the agitation ; x’etui’niiig to Santiniketan 
wi’ites a lettei' to Loi’d I.ytton telling him that “a ccn- 
sidei’able numbci' of my counti-ymen are ready to challeiigr 
yoLii' Uoverjiment to jiroduce trustworthy evidence n; 
sup])ort of your statement” ; takes |)art, in a tabhaaiix 
performance of Arupi-aian at Alfred Theatxe. (Calcutta), 

TO SOUTH AMEIMCA— -Sails for South America, 
aceoin})anied by Elmhirst, on September 19, 1924, acccik- 
ing the invitation fi’om Pej’u to attend the Centenary 
Cek'hx'ation of hex’ IndependeTjce ; falls ill dui’ing tlic 
voyag’O ; ai’i’ived at Buenos Ayres, is warixily received 
by Ai‘g(‘ntinians ; due to ill health is prevented from 
going to Pern ; x’csts at a beautiful gax’den-house at 
San Lsadore as tiie guest of Madame Victoria ocamix' 
wi’iting the poems of J'urabi, which he dedicates to 
hex’ (‘Vijaya’) ; takes leave of the President of the Ajgon 
tine Republic ox) Decembei’ 20, 1924. 

1925-1920 On January 4, 1925, boai’ds xa 

ACE 64-09 Italian boat for Europe ; arrives at 

Genoa (Jan. 21) ; at Milan at a 
great meeting, px-esided over by the Duke of Milan, 
a long discourse oxi Music, I’cceivixig a remarkable ovation: 
sits for a poi’trait of him by the famous Italian Paiat 
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(Ihruvapadas in Bengali, after the design of the 
(,1(1 classical dhruvapadas; but in the later part, he 
leased to follow that method entirely, and com- 
posed new type of songs with classical (sastric) 
ragas and talas'. He used to observe that though 
iriaiiy classical Hindi songs possess woitls 
(sahitya), are devoid of literary grace and beauty. 
He, therefore, made the sahitya of his songs 
rich with poetical charm and value. He also 
maintained that a harmony between words and 
Hines can be established to make music really 
signiheant. It is true that music, on the whole, 
is not depended on words, and what words fail to 
\ (‘o]i\ ey, music can do it with perfect ease, and that 
I where words end, music begins, yet words 
I (sahilya) are necessary for the easy unfold- 
I ing of the hidden beauty and treasure of the 
' compositions of the songs. Words are the 
' s> nibols of the songs, whereas the tunes or melo- 
dies arc their life. So, according to Rahim I ra- 
nal h, the words of the songs must be of deep 
signihcance as well as poetical, so as to help 
the artists and the audience, to easily grasp 
the divine beauty that underlies the lines of the 
songs. He, therefore, composed songs which are 
both melodious and lyrical (suraclharmi and 
kavyadharnii) . 

Rabindranath was both a composer and 
timer. He composed songs and added tunes to 
them according to the temperament of the themes 
and compositions of the songs. He said that a 
time is a combination oi' motions i.e., sweet 
\il)rati()ns of the prana or vital energy, which 
create a divine urge and feeling in the hearts 
• the artists as well as the listeners, so as to 
make them transcend the limitations of frail time 
and space. A tune is, therefore, a moving unit 
vhich is creative and living. 

Rabindranath was not a blind follower of any 
^'ladked out path, but was a lover of progress, and 
.v^‘t he followed a suitable method that, was nou- 
died on the soil of Bengal. He was a fol- 
''>v\(‘r of the Vishnupur School, and it is a lact 
Ihnt this School was also an offshoot of the 
^"^nm School (gharana) of Delhi, Avhich took 
soTDc' new and novel form in the hands of the 
hdented Bengali Ustads of Vishnupur, Bankura. 
1 he sastric ragas were undoubtedly prevalent in 

1 ?. 


Bengal from ancient times, but for some un- 
known cause, many ragas and even talas took 
some dillerent forms than the traditional ones. 
The ragas like puravi or purvi, bhairava, 
bhairavi, vasanta, vihaga, ramakeH, panchama, 
laliia, vageri, siiulliu, etc., and talas like yal, 
aratlieUa, niadhyamana, leora, ekat.ala, dhaniara, 
took some novel forms and method of presentation. 

Ra))indi‘anath incorporated in his system 
the ragas that were current in Bengal. He 
dexised also some new ragas and talas, with 
the coml)iiuition of systems of both the South and 
the North. Sometimes he did not follow the 
rigid rules (jf the sharp (shuddha) and flat 
(komala) notes in tlie structures of the ragas, 
arid so he incorporated many tunes in a raga 
and made it an oi’ganic whole. His method of 
in'eseniation of the ragas as well as the songs 
was very simple and appealing. 11 is later 
dhruvapadas are not at all the imitative ones, 
and yet they arc very majestic, sweet and 
significant. His kheyal, tuppa and Ihumri types 
of songs possess some special qualities. H(^ 
loved synthesis, so many of the Western and 
Eastern tunes were coalesced in his system of 
music, for the foianalion of new models.. He 
synthesised dance with music in some of his 
dramas and enriched their rhythm and tempo. 
He composed the Valniikipratibha, Kalamrigaya, 
Mayar Khela, Chitrangada, Shyania, Chanda- 
lika, whic'h are full of music and dance, 
hax'ing classical ragas and talas. The plots and 
characteristics of his dance-dramas (nritya- 
nalyas) are designed after the modes and techni- 
ques of both the North and tlie South. 

We can discern four or five strata in the evo- 
lution of Rabindranailrs compositions or songs, 
and these strata throughout prov^e the creative 
genius and dynamic personality of the poet. 
He had in liim an intense progressive outlook, 
but his notion of progress was supplimented by 
finality or fulfilment. (1) In the first stratum 
is found many religious mid devotional dhruva- 
padas and old Bengali songs with classical 
ragas and talas. Here he mainly followed the 
])ast old masters like Tanasen, Baijunath, and 
others. (2) In the second stratum,’ though 
the first initiative was not entirely given up, 
vet he is found here to follow some new and 
(^QLirse in music, with the admixt/Ui c of 
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(liir(‘ri*iil ra)L;as and talas, ddit* words promi- 
nency in t he sonp-s and the 1uji(*s \v(‘re set accord- 
ing to the tcxlnre and t enip(*ramenl of the compo- 
sitions. Tlie tenij)e)‘s and tun(‘s of lelena, lappa 
and other raj5:ajritis, lf»r:eth(‘r with Pajropean and 
fia’sf) n)e|odi('s of Thomas Moore were adojited in 
11)0 comp(Ksitions of his sonpns. The j^ilinatya 
Valniikipralihha \\a prodiaasj and staj.p*d at that 
tim(‘ ( 1 XS I ) . Ra hi !)d)'anat h has also r(‘co)*d(‘d in 
liis rcmiiniscoiK'os ( “Jivansnirit i” ) that th(‘ Valmi- 
kipratihha w’as horn of an admixture' ot‘ Indian 
(desi) aiu] h]in‘opoan (\ilali) tune's oj* melodies, 
(draduallv' sonic ot the danccalramas like IVlayar 
K hehi and Kalamri; 4 aya caim' out ti'orn his facile 
|)cn, tfioueh the last om,' was late'r incoi'porat ed 
in the' \h*i!inikipral ihha. Attc'rwards di’anias like' 
Kaja () rani, \ isar jana, and l.\ rics like !5haiuisini- 
h('i‘ Pada\ali canu' into h('in^' ^^ilh ik'W types of 
soups, dialopiK'.s and dance's. 

(‘h) In the' thiid stratum. \\(' liinl that 
Ivahiiidranat h's musical c(nnposil ions to la' pi'eatlx' 
iidliK'iice'd hy tlu' emotional mood and iX'lipioiis 
t ('inpe'ra meiit of Ih'iipal. TIu' tunes then pot 
.^lip.hl proinijK'uce and Ik' also com|)os(‘d many 
d('\otienal soiips at that tiiiK', (1) hi th(' fourth 
stratum, ww find him as a masti'i* ceimposer of 
l.xrical soups ( kavyadharmi pit is), tin' tunes 
tia\ iiip full accord witti the' words, and Rahindra- 
nath here* i -• (oiind to la,\' moia' stix'ss upon the 
emolieiial s< 'lit i me'i 1 1 s ill liis soups. Ilis national 
s(*nps wore' eamipose'd mostly diirinp' llu' last part 
ed’ the- third er (irst part (d’ the' fourth sti’ata. The 
haul. hhati>ali, jari, kirtana txpes e>f soups wvrv 
I'omposi'd at this time', 'flu' danee'-drama ('hilra- 
npada came' into Ix'inp at this time', anel the tecli- 
iiieiiit's of dance s like' Hharatanatyam, Kathakali 
ed' tile' South, Kathaka of laicknow'. and IManipuri 
of Assam w e'iu' i ii t I’oduce'e] in it. lU'side's, the' 
te('luii«iin‘s and (e'xtni’es of dance's me'ntieined 
ahoxe'aiul tht'daiu'e' reedital e)f the Chiiranpada 
also x\('re‘ e'lirie'he'd hy an aelmixture of repioiial 
elaiues like' Soraikht'la, K^iiheiise, (lanibhira. 


Gajan, Kazri, Chaiti, together with the daiices' 
prevailing in Java, Bali and other places of Ih^ 
Far East. 

In the so-called fifth stratum, we find 
Babindranath mainly composing songs of peaci- 
ful sentiments (.santarasa) . He was living at 
that lime the life of a mystic or God-intoxicatad 
man. ]le used to consieler himself as a moi' 
child of the Nature, as a result of w^hich pot 
the seeiigs describing the play of the six seasons 
(rituranpa or rituchakra). Many of these soups 
are akin to the folk-songs, describing tin 
natural ))6*auty, sublimity and sim|)licity of 
villages and ])eaceful envij'onments of Sanl.i- 
niketaii and Siiaidaha. He had an intense love 
for his motherland, siieciaJly for Bengal, his land 
of birth. His kirtnna and haul types of songs art 
niai'vels of ('omposition and tunc. He had a hiph 
estimation of the padavali-kirtana of Bengal. He 
has obst'iwed : “Our Kirtan music of Benpal 
came to it.s being lik(' a star liurning whirlpool oi' 
(‘motion in the heart of a whole people, conscious- 
ness was aflame with a sense of reality, thai 
must b(' ade(|uately aclxiiowledp'ed.” 

In conclusion, it can be said that Kalnndra- 
nath was a mighty oct'an, in w’hich there mingled 
all the strc'ams of music. He synthi'sised all 
ty})(‘s of music, classical and folk in his system, 
and i‘oiis('d a new hope and ins])iration not only 
in the hearts of comjiatriol s, but also in those of 
all jx'ople of the world. TIis music is sei‘ene and 
simple, and it reaches the innermost core (d 
eveiwone with ('asy praci'. It should not there- 
fore b(‘ kept confined within a priviU'ged class te 
make its .scoyie for expansion rigid, liut be placed 
on a common or universal platform which may ])(' 
ajipi-oached liy and accessible to all classes of 
])eople, — artists and artisans, so as to make them 
enjoy its enchanting Maxoiir and exquisite beauty, 
so that it may Tubrate in the memory' ever and 
anon. 
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The Poet as President of 
All India Civil Liberties Union 

SHKI BINOY JIHAN GIIOSII 



Those were the brightest days of glory for 
Bt iigal ; those wei’e the darkest days of sorrow 
and sidfering for Bengal. From Chittagong on 
tlio Fast to Midnapur on the West a wa\'e of 
In r.n’sm and martyrdom was surging through the 
land. The revolutionary and i)atriotic youth of 
Bcjigal were marching to the slogan of “Blood 
loi- Blood”. Bravely did some of them mount the 
i-allows ; others fell valiiinty fighting riddtm by 
rncin\’ bullets ; still others succumlxMl t‘aiall\' to 
driilal assaults in prisons, and police lock-ups, 
rather than betray tludr comrades. an^ 

talking of times hardl\’ a gmiei'at ioii old ; (d’ the 
thiidies of this century. 

The focal jioinis in this h( I’oic cliaptcu* of 
Iksigafs Instory were Chittagong, and Midnapur. 
Tlin memorable Aianoury Raid in Ai)idl, WVM) and 
ds long heroic se(iuel drew the spotlight ol‘ history 
"11 ( 'hit tagong. The t hree successful attcunpt.s 
"'ll the lives of thiaa* successi\'(' British I.t'.S. 
Ihstritc Magistrates in thi^^e eonsecuti\’e year.s — 
I'd.'U, 19B2, and blazoiuM forth the name 

"I Midnajiur. It seemed Midiiaian' had stood up 
to throw ‘A determined challange to British ruks 
and would not allow a British District Magistrate 
lo survive. No wonder these two Bengal towns 
had to bear the brunt of Britain’s Inaital might, 
and imi)erialist repression liroke all limits at 
< hittagong and Midnapur. 

In Midnapur, again, the fury and veng(‘ance 
"I the British authorities, not without Reason, 
eemed to reach a new crescendo of vindictiwmess 
and vendetta against my poor family — a tarnily 
hi the lower middle income grou)), but a tarnily 
"f lunatics who were obsessed with an incurable 
'assion for throwing out the foreign thraldom. 
! he British rulers pinpointed this family and set 
bout to crush to bits the brood of crazy lanatics, 
" they dubbed us. 

My uncle — Father’s younger brother — late 
hoga Jiban Ghosh— had been sentenced to ten 


years trans])ori;iiion in BU)P in tlu^ once famous, 
but now forgo! ton, Midnapui* Bomb ( '(Uisiiii'acy 
('as(\ On th(' e\'eni ng of April 7, 19)0 my 

youngei' brotluu’ Jati Jil)aii Cliosh and Sri Bnmal 
Das Cupia shot down Mr. rlames INaldir, l.(\S., 
tile District Magistrate' of Midnapur. ll(‘ was 
arrested in ('oiiiu'xioii with t h(‘ Beddii‘ Murdm* 
('asn, hut was (list'harg(‘d lor want of (widemem 
llowawau*. aft<‘r tlu' miirdor of ilu' srcoiid District 
Magistrate. Mr. Bobmt Douglas, l.('.S. in April, 
l!Kk2, .lati Jiban was |)ul iindm* dt'lontion uikUm* 
tilt' Bongal ('rirninal Faw' Anu'iidmmit Acl. 

'fheii, cairn* on tin* Bud Sopli'inlx'r l‘.))>)*. tln^ 
nuink'r of the third British Magistratt' of Midna- 
pur. Mr. B. Iv .1. Burgs* l.C.S. Maddi'iU'd with 
angt*r and fur\' the British administration un- 
k‘asli(‘d a terrilie tornado of ropression on the 
town and distiact of iMidiiapur. Wb* iu‘(‘d not, go 
into 1h(* dotail.s of that In ri*. My (ifth \’oung(*r 
brother — Nirmal Jiban (Ihosh — was arr(*sted on 
tin* (‘Veiling of Mr. Ihirge’s iniinh*!’, and was ulti- 
mately liaug(*d, along with Braja Kishois^ Chakra- 

I) orty and Bam Krislnia ib>y. on tin* libth Octobmy 

II) )M in conm*ction with wliat is known as tlu^ 
Ihirge Mur(l(‘r Conspirac\’ Cas(*. 

Tlu*n fell oth(‘r blows thick and fast oven* my 
luckless family. To fill to ox’erllowing our cup of 
tragedies and calamities suddenl\', like a lioll 
from tile bhu* canu* the n(‘ws at, about midnight, 
on the 2)’>rd Septemla*!’, BChi that Naba Jiban my 
fourtli young(‘r brotln*!' had commit ted suicidt* 
the night, befoia*. 

1 and my old fa1h(‘r procs'cahsd to Co])alganj 
Police Station in Die district of Faridpur. Naba 
Jiban at the time had b(g‘n interned in th(' com- 
])ound of G()i>algan.i Thana. From what wa* could 
g^ather from local iiKpuries Naba Jiban se(‘med to 
have met his death under mysterious circum- 
.stances. Within a week of Naba Jil)an’s death 
news was flashed in thf* papers that another 
detenu Santosh Kumar Ganguly had also commi- 
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tied suicide. The press and the pulilic were 
agitated over these two suicides. 

Itetuniinp^ to Cakaitta I rushed up to Simla 
and had this matter apdtated in the (Xmtral 
Asstanbly thrpugh an adjournment motion moved 
hy the leader of tin* Conp^ress Party, late 
Phidaljhai I )(‘sai. 

I’oet Ita))ind]'ariat h was then the President 
of th(‘ All India (d\'il Liherticrs Union. In an- 
Kuisli and r(\sentnient my heart naturally turned 
to liini. 1 addressed a Mcanorandom to him in 
which I r(‘couid(‘d llu' whoU^ hoi'rid tale oT tragi- 
di(‘s of my hepless I'ainily. 1 wrote that not only 
had my thiid brother, Jali Jiliaii lieen detaiia-d 
sii)C(‘ and my liltli bi’other, Nirmal Jiban 

hanged — our housc^ at Miduaiiur had been raided 
and smas.h(‘d u|) — along with 21 other houses in 
1 he town — liy llu^ Militar\’ at dawn on the 6lh 
S(‘])t ember, P.)2>2i ; J rnyselt had been dismissed 
troin tlu‘ post of Lc'ctiiiv'r, Midnai>nr (-ollege, and 
(‘xtcu’iK'd IToni the district in Noxember, 11)22 
“foi- ])(‘ing d(‘epl\' invoKed in the murders of 
Distiact Magistrates" ; my fourth brother, Naba 
rliban had bi'cm ])ul und(U’ detention under the 
IU‘iig*al ('riminal I^aw Amendment Act in F(‘bru- 
ai‘\', 11)2)1 immediati'ly after the Special Tribunal 
at Midna])ur sentenced Nirmal Jiban to death ; 
th(‘n came this ti’agic death of Naba Jiban. J 
comiilaiiUHl tliat the Pi'itish (Io\'ernm(‘nt seemed 
biMil on killing off all my brothers on(‘ by one ; 1 
.-'•ubmit t('d tliat thousands of the finest >'outh of 
lUnigal wei‘(‘ rotting in (Udention for over seven 
or ('irjil .vears without any trial or an\' detinite 
duration sed to tludr incarceration ; and linallx’, I 
bes(H‘(di(‘d him as th(' President of the All India 
Uix'il lalx'rlies Ihiion to inttu'pose his i)o\x'eid*ul 
]K‘rsonalit \‘ and influence lowards si'curing the 
]-(‘leas(‘ of t lu‘ d(d(Mius. 

My ditliculty in this xaudure was how to make 
sui’(‘ that fht' Mc'morandum reached the hands of 
the Td)(d. As good luck would haxt* it, the late 
T. ('. (doswanii was so mucdi impressed and over- 
wlndmed by a perusal of the Memorandum that 
lu^ r(xulil\' \ oluntt'ered to convey to 'Ivabind)’a- 
nath. Tliat was in Novembei*, 11)20. 

On the 22nd November, 11)26 the great Poet 
issued a statement to the press. He referred to 
the nsvnt cases of alleged suicide by detenus 
Naba diban and Santosh Ganguli, and apfiealed 


for a public and impartial inquiry into the wliol, 
question bearing on these two cases, and tht 
])olicy of detention of which Naba Jiban Ghosfc 
and Santosh Kumar Ganguli were the victims 
Rabindranath said that the lives of deUnu. ;■ 
“have been ruined, their families broken up, and 2 
the shadow of unending suffering has lain hea\ ily 
ov(‘r th(‘ Prox’ince, and over India,’' The J\)v[ 
also remarked that the system of detention 
“crushes the bod>' and kills the spirit.” 

A few' wc'idvs later, early in 1927 a S.O.S 
came to me one morning from Kumar 1). L. Khan 
saying that the Ihu’vate Secretary of Poet Rabin, 
(h'anath, Shri Anil Kumar Chanda (now a Deputy 
Minister of the Union (Government) wanted in 
see m(‘ immediately. As soon as 1 reached I), k 
Khan’s i)lace I was whisked oft' to Rirla House in 
I>alf\'gunge to talk to late C. F. Andrews who wvs 
staying there. 

Mr. Andrtnvs told me that (Jurudev had b('en 
deeply movtal and perturbed over my Memoraii 
durn. He xvas often asking hbw wais it that such 
suTerings and alllictions wan'e being inflicted on 
a single family. The poet was restless, and f(‘li 
something must be done immediately to secure 
Ihe release of the d(‘tenus. Gurudev decided that 
Mr. C. F. Andrews should proceed to England 1" 
discuss the matter with the Members of the Bj i- 
tish Parliament, and those w^ho were friendly to 
India, and the admirers of the i)oet there, and 
try to create an of)inion in favour of the release 
of the detenus of Bengal. Before Mr. Andrews 
left Santi Niketan Gurudev had told him again and 
again “you must meet in Calcutta, on your way 
to Idngland, the eldest brother of Naba Jiban 
Ghosh, and discuss this (juestion fully with him." 
Of course, Gurudev wanted that special emphasi- 
should be put on securing the early release (d 
Subhas (Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose). That is 
why Mr. Andrews wanted so much to meet me 
and talk to me. 

Mr. Andrews asked me what should be his 
a})pi*oach to the problem in England. These men 
xvere being detained through long years without 
any trial. So he would demand that either they 
should now be put on their trial, or they should be* 
released. That semned a very fair and just 
])roposal. 

I agreed that what he said was the accepted 
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?w with regard to the problem of the detenus, 
it at that late stage — when thousands of dete^ 
s had already been behind prison bars for 
len or eight years at a stretch — 1 would liki‘ t,) 
ve a slightly dilTerent line ot apiiroach. The 
tenus were clapped into detention mei'elv on 
>l)icion, or on evidence againsl them which was 
idequate for convicting them in a ( -ourt ol‘ law. 
iw, suppose each of them had been arrested 
th a revolver in hand while shooting at, though 
[ killing, an Englishman, the\' would haxe beim 
ai’ded a sentence of maximum se\'en yiears for 
empt at murder under the pro\usions of the 
lian Penal (A)de (ignoring an Ordinance' issued 
)ut two years ago following the Le'bong 
empt on the life of the Governor, Sii- John 
derson — which made even an atb'miit on life 
capital offence). Most of the (hdenus liad 


alK'ady coni])Iet(Hl seNcai yeai’s of durance > ile. 
Jhereloi’e, 1 argued the ciuestion of initting them 
on tidal could no longei' arise ; our dtmiand should 
l)e that the' (hdenus should Ix' ixdtxisiHl forthwith 
uncondit ionall>x Alter listeming nu^ with 
li'ctlx' ealm jiatieiuH', and rtunaining siknit for a 
few minute's with (^yos closed. Mi*. Andrews 
assur(‘d nu' that lu' v’ould jioiKhn* det'jily o\’ei’ 
what 1 ha\e said, and if aftt'i* discussing with a 
lew li'iends in baigland lu' i'ound that m\’ line of 
ap])roach to tlu' (jiu'stion s(‘('nual all rigid then he 
W’ould piv'ss for it. 

G. V. Andri'ws’ ])arting words to mt' wen* : 

“We must do sonudhing abont it. do 

not know* how \’er\’ much agitated and grie\’ed 
Gnrudex is o\ er the criu'l fate of t lu'se 
unforl iinal e dc'tt'iius." 


Tins ]\ niy />r./\'i / lo Ihii' my Sh/I;i S//;/;, <il llh 

I ()i'/ (>/ f-'t'tiu ! y / n my li( ,i i /. 

(iii'i' me ///<■ Sli( Jii'jli hejilty /,« /»< .o my ley. iiih( Si'inee. 
(live mi ihe Slit iiyth lo m.ily my heu fiinfln! m S, / .■/., 
(tji'i'mi tlifSh ifielh tieeci /t> ///■.('<. /////( /'iku o 
bt nil my bna:-- bt l\>ii in ale u I mielib 

me Ihe Shmielh to i r.e my mi ml liirji 
(billy li i/b i. 

Auii eice iin ihe Slmnelh hi i.iiirendei my Slniii'Jli le 
Ihy a'lll iK'ih leree. 






Tagore in Translation 

PROF. NIRFNDRA NATH RAY 


Foii (Jalciilta, the whole of Benj^'al, and of 
undivided India, it is an occasion of undreamt of 
.joy that in all the culturally rich countries of the 
world arrang'enients are proceeding’ for an eager 
and loving oliservance of the Birth Centenary of 
Tagore in some month or other of the year, 19()1. 
fcabindranath was born in (■alcutta, the language 
of Bengal was the principal medium of expression 
for his myriad-minded genius, his intellecuai self 
resiiecied the highest ideals of life of ancient and 
modern India, and his message of universal 
])eace spread thi‘oughoul th(‘ globe. In 1911, 
wh(m he was fifty and in full plenitude of his 
creative ])owers he had a vision of India’s majestic 
fiitui’e that peneti’ated through the dark gloom of 
a loi’eign rule. Thai vision, as embodied in our 
national hymn today resounds in all the lands 
of the world. Fift.v years aftei* the compo- 
sion of the great song it can be claimed that this 
dream of future India lias materialised itself 
through the magic ol‘ his poetic g’-enius — that to- 
day the whole of the Fast and West do meet to 
ofiei’ reverential tribute to the Divine image 
throned in India. 

i’his world-renown for a Bengali poet who 
was a citizen of ('alcutta was made possible by the 
interaction of historical events, s])read all over 
the world, which were ultimately focussed in his 
[lersonal creative genius. A native of the gixien 
fields of Bengal, his mental horizon was not 
liounded by the narrow circle of a Bengali house- 
hold, his keen gaze yearned like a sky-cleaving 
bird to distant lands and other seas. His life 
in its long duration was inspired by a deep sense 
of human w^orth. Tn his religious visions 
utmost importance is attached to Man as tho 
Divine — a divinity indifferent to human weal and 
woe yould not win his allegiance. His social 
philosophy is based on the concept of world-man ; 
a social order favouring individual or national 
over-lordship — exe^^ though it may be the over- 
lordship of a reall.y deserving nation — was never 
acce])table to him. He loved his Bengali mother- 


land with a passionate zeal, he thought his life 
blessed because he was born in Bengal. But his 
Bengal was to him a part of the woi’ld mother’s 
universal home. The Visva-bhai*ati, which was 
the central core of all his thought and action in 
the later i)art of his life, has J’or its motto a very 
brief but meaningful text 

W’here the vast and v^ai'ious world is brought into 
loviiig intimacy of a microcosmic nest. Every 
where his emphasis was laid not on the individual, 
nor on the nation ; but on humanity in its entirety. 
And this deep sense ol‘ human worth is tlie main 
foundation of his permanent ])lace in Ihe heigfds 
of world-culture. 

Thi’ough his long life of eig’hty yeaivs 
Tagore achieved such an amazing variety of 
artistic ])ro(luctions that they are comparable with 
credit to Goethe’s or Hugo’s. But it. seems 
that an inescai.)able condition of versatility is 
this that one cannot be equally great in all th(‘ 
spheres of one’s own activities. Tagoj’e himself 
was aware of this limitation. Surveying his past 
in the eventide of his life he said : “1 have looked 
at myself from many angles, entei’ed into jiumer- 
ous experiments with self, so that every now and 
then newer as])ects have Hashed before my eyes. 
Going over the long and tortuous ways of my lifiv 
now that my time of de])arture is not far-off, 1 
can visualise a completed circle. I can now 
realise that I have only one claim to recognition, 
and that is — that 1 am a Poet.’' Obviously, the 
word ‘Toet” ( ) here is not to be taken in 

a narrow restricted sense. Poetr.y in th(' 
sense of the untranslable aphorism of Sanskrit 
aesthetics evidentily inten- 

ded by him. In truth there is hardly any- 
thing expressed by him in words and sentences 
— be it an ordinary letter or a scril)ble in an 
autograph -book, which does not partake of 
the nature of poetry. The words through which 
Rabindranath’s genius revealed itself are words 
of the Bengali language. A poet writing in the 
language of Bengal has become the world i)oet. 
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Without an intimate knowledg-e of this 
it can surely be asserted, an adequate e\'aluation 
of scale of Tagore’s perfection as a creative artist 
is an impossibility — an elTort foredoomed to 
failure. 

That. Tagore's significance as a vvorld-iioet 
^^■as unknown in Bengal before announcement of 
(he Nobel Award is a view unworttiy of any 
i(‘sj)ect. There is at least one irrefutable 
(A idence for this. Aliout a year earlier than the 
vorld-shaking declaration, th(' Bangiya Sahitya 
Parishad, in 1911, through the initati\'e and elli- 
ciiMicy of Ramendra Sundar Tri\'edi of halllowed 
nuMnory, organised the hisioric homage to tlu' 
jioet, Ratiindranath Thakur, on fulfilment of the 
fiftieth yeai* of his life. In a iioem composed in 
(‘oniK'ction with this event, Sat\endra Nath Datta 
triumphantly declared : 

Jn 1h(' Assembly of World-poets we’re proud 
of youi* seat, 

Bengalis an' the kings of song-makers, whom 
none cai^ b(‘at. 

'1'^ I 

it h;is to he renieiiiltei'ed tliat Sat yeiidi'aiiath 
when li(* conipesed this snii^, Ihouj’h >’(>unp; in 
ap:e. was alrea(l,\' a |•(H;(lKlliso(] personality lor 
I lie width (it his eidtiire and knowledge ol many 
la ii,U‘iia.i'.'os. TTis glowing triliide to Ivuhindi anath 
L-annol he I'egardod as a (emporary en'osiou of 
fancy. It is a critical a|ipiTciation ot a sensitive 
lover (d' ))oetr.v at its best. Inspite of all the.'^e 
taels it is uiidenialile that Tagore's \vorld-1ain(| 
was made possible through the medinm ot 
iMiglish translatoins. This world-recognition of 

Tagore acted like six'edy wine on the then youngei 
genei-ation of Bengali lyidsls, one ot whom hurst 
(Ult into an exclamation : 

My Bengali Muse is Ihe Qiu'cn whom all the 
Muses greet, 

Whose darling Kahi has brought tin woi r 
down to her lotus feet. 

This intoxicated hymning of the Bciigah 
Boise at that time is quite understandahle. 
v^t‘ cannot overlook the tact that no poet can 
twiioured outside his native land without recourse 
k^mig taken to translation. It was the medum 


of English translation that made our homely 
Bengali Muse Ijonourt'd and res])ected in lands far 
away from our nalive shore. M^hat was once the 
exclusive enjoyment of the educated Bengalis 
now b(‘came included in the world store of culture 
that was open to all lands and peoples. 

flow deeply Tagore’s lyi’ics in their English 
emhodiment stirred the poetic consciousness of 
lh(' young Englishmen of the period lias recent- 
ly been brougtit to our knowledge ))y a touching 
incident. 8ri Rathindra Nath Tagore is his sen- 
sitive and ix'fined book on his fattuu’, O/i the 
Edffcs of Tunc (Orient Longmans, 195(S) has in- 
cluded ill full a letter to the Poet, which, so far 
as is known to me, was nener })iil)1ished earlier. 

It is a letter written in 1920, when Tagore was 
in London, ])y Susan 11. Owen, --mother of tlio 
now celebrated young English poet AVilfrid Owen. 

August UA., leiiO 

Deal' Sir llahindi'anath, 

I ha\'c been trying (n (ind courage to write 
to \()u ever since I heard that noli were in 
liondon — hut Itie desire 1o t(‘ll \(iu something is 
finding its wa\' inlo this leltc'r today. Ttu' letter 
max’ ne\ (‘r I’each you, for I do not know tiow to 
(iddress it. tho’ 1 feel surt' your iKinic upon the 
en\elo])e vvill he sullicient. It is nearl.v l.wo years 
ago, that my dear eldtvst son went ont to the War 
for the Iasi time and tin' da>' he said (loodbyc to 
11 )^. — we were looking together across the sun- 
glorified sea — looking towards France, with break- 
ing heart.s — when he, my iiiwt son, said .these 
wonderful words of .x'ours — hcgimiing at ‘When 
I go from hence, let this he my parting woi'd’ — 
and when his iiockei hook came back to me — 1 
found these works wi'itten in his dear writing — 
with yoiir name beneath. Would it- he asking too 
much of you, to tell me what book 1 should find 
tin' whole jioem in ? 

My pi’ecious boy was killed, one week 
before the awful fight was over— the news 
came to us on Armistice Day. A small took of 
m,\' sou’s War Poems will be publi.shed very 
,,, 0011 — hi.s heart was torn with sorrow at the 
suft’ering' he saw “out there" and the callotmiess 
of the ma.jori1y at home— the futility of War 
—he speaks not of his sufl'ering.s but any one 
who loved him can tell from his poems 
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w'liat }h‘ had jias.st'd lhri)ii)^h, to lie (ihlc to 
vvjili' as lie did. ]lv was oidy 1^5. WilJ'rid loved 
;dJ that was hciaul i iul, tiis life was beautiful 
and ol' iTeal jidkiciici' for (tur Cod 

k?)ew but when to take him “iKmee”— and I must 

not niinanui- this longei* 

letter than I inttaided to wi'ite when J b('jj;an — I 
should lik(‘ you to nsid my son’s littk* book, if you 
do //a t[i(‘ hotmu)' ? — ((‘fiat to and Windus are 
briny.'iny; it, out in tlu' autumn)— it I may, I 
should be proud to send you a copy. 

W'ith yreat r('aj)cr| aiid admiration 

from t}](‘ Motfau' ot W'ilfrid Owen. 

It lu'ed.^'. no iiniiitiiie; out to the flenp‘:ali 
I'eadei's that tlu' liiii' ot Sony; I'eti'rrc'd to in the 
letter b\' Owen's mother is 

'iMh 'kl^k 

CkC^'lfb ':| -dr I 

but it is a thousand piti<‘S that such a siy;nj- 
heant and (oiiefiiiiy; leller in oui’ littu*ary history 
sfiould remain s(t lony; unknown, Isxam toda\' w(' 
do irot know w hetfier Ihibindranat h e\au‘ recadx’ed 
Willrid Owen's H er /ke /a.s*, as promistal liy the 
mother, and whal were Taeore's reaedions to the 
li'ayic mid ot this, ill-tab'd po(‘t and his riwv liut 
noble poems that postcuity will not willinyly let 
die. Hut it is a tlirill to jememlau’ that the 
\ ibraiit \’oiee ot an India.ii I’oet lent spijdtual sus- 
(enaiica^ to a .voiiny; [snylish soldic'r who had learnt 
to look at lifi' s(eadil\' and whoUa undeterred liy 
th(' sm’roundiny: destruetion e»r th(‘ hirst Woi‘ld 
War. 

Ill tlu^ woi'kl as it is toda\' a [)oet in an\’ 
eountry tvimiot remain iiiditl'eiaml to the (luestion 
«d‘ e;ettine: his A\orks translati'd into {litfeiamt 
lane usiyes toi* a w idm- public. Ihit it is also noto- 
rious that translation of poetiw is an ('xtiamiely 
coiu])Iex probkmi ol' lit(U'ar\’ discrimination, llow' 
tar Iraiislalion of poet r>' w ill ]ia\ (' to be faithful 
to the orieinal and how tai* it can exmadse free- 
dom to produci' a litm'ai’y (dVect — a discussion 
on (his basis in ('vei’y ]>articular instaiua' is sure 
to lead to wildly coullictiny’ dixeryenec's of 
<'l)inion. And \’et a man of literary taste who 
is aware' ot tin' wealth of poetry in his own tonyu'e 
can hardly fail to dt'sire that riches confined to 
his vWN'ii nati\(' tonyue slioiild Ix^ axaikdale to 
others. At the same time a lit('rary scholar xvho 


cultivates other lanyuayes and enjoys other lite- 
ratures wall naturally feel inclined to .enrich 
his rnotfier tongue w^ith treasures borrowed from 
the achievements of other peoples. Hence it 
follows that as in other countries, in Bengal 
also there is the necessity of organised resea/rxh 
as to the ino^t fiaiitful method of translating 
Bengali iioetry. It is desirable to get ourselves 
started on this work before tliis sacred year is 
o\'ei\ for to extend and enliven the tradition of 
Tagm-e as a wairld poet is a holy responsibility 
that Bengal’s intellectual leaders cannot set aside. 

In this connection there is a large possibility 
of seh'-comi)lacenc\' amongst us wdth thinking 
that the Mast(‘r himself has absolved us of our 
sha}‘e of res])onsibility. It was his own English 
iH'iideiangs that ware the first ste}) to his world- 
recognition. Translations into other languages 
including (wen sonx' of the languages of India 
followed from his English v(‘rsions. His lyries 
could not get ijito so many other languages of the 
wu)i-Id laid not he himself been the author of his 
English Poems. Tlu're is no sense in not 
acknowledging: that English as a language is 
und(u\stood ])y a \aster iiLimber of readers than 
Bmigali can possibly claim to have. It is no less 
true that the Poet's own mastc'rly craftsmanship 
in the us(' of the English words is an undoubted 
factor in (lie sjirt'ad of fame thi'oughout the W’orld. 
Still this truth is only partial. To push this 
logii' home w(' have to come to the conclusion that 
for a non-B(‘ngali to appreciate Tagore capacity 
to enjoy English is all that is needed, know^- 
l(‘dg(‘ of Bcmgali is onlx' a minor matter. This 
de])(mdenc(' on Ikngiish translations, even on 
those made by the Master himself, is not in 
lit ness with thc‘ special pro])erties of the 
language of Bengal nor wdth the self-respect ot 
the Bengalis as a nation. We cannot help not- 
ing xvith iiridt' the keen interest evinced in 
Tagoi'e’s works in the different i>arts of India as 
well as many far distant lands. This centenary 
yeai* of unix ersal juliilation is a proof positive of 
Tagore's greatness as a supreme Indian. That 
this imunorable year is not spent in short-lasting 
effusions, it can l)e suggested that in different 
regions of India to set up by Bengalis them- 
selves numerous centres to teach and study 
Bcmgali language and literature with special refe- 
rence to the writings of Tagore can unquestion- 
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■1 )|y claim to be one of our foremost duties. Be 
ii i cmembered that to teach Bengali to others 
their native localities demands that Bengalis 
li.t inselves should have to learn the languages of 
localities. Otherwise teaching of Bengali 
raiiiioi reach down to the hearts of those peoples. 

This proposition can easily lead to a wise- 
crack — Will the Bengalis then have to learn all 
t he languages of India, if not of the whole world ? 
Oiir firm answer is — yes — not individually, but 
ill groups. The Bengali intellect is not insnlar, 
it is wide open to all the winds that blow from 
all the corners of the world. Not hostility but 
eagerness to learn other languages has been a 
feature of our intellectual life. The names of 
1 V a m mohan Boy , Raj end ralal M i t I’a , Madh u- 
sudan Dutt and Harinath l)e to mention only a 
i(av as linguists, are a part of our proud cultural 
la ritage. It is beyond doubt that these aforesaid 
liersonages were men of outstanding genius, and 
ii is needless to say that the idea that every 
hengali walling to learn other languages wall ha\’e 
to conform to their pattern, does not fall inside the 
sco})e of the proposition. Its modest claim is that 
Ikaigalis who can undertake to si)read Bengali 
culture outside Bengal as a vocation wall have to 
leai’ii one or tw^o Indian languages, according to 
choice, in addition to Bengali and perhaps English, 
it is obvious that such a [)roposition cannot be 
lr)oked upon as a short term measure. But it is 
desirable that a beginning be made in this year 
of years. 

For a poetic translation of |)octry in a 
language of foi'eign culture is needed intimate 
contact with and close co-operation betwaam dis- 
lant languages and cultures. From this point ot 
ciew a doubt can legitimately assail us, are 
Tagore’s owm English translations i]i truth tran- 
lations or new^ creations in a new medium. 
Aloreover, such translation or re-creation wms a 
special privilege for the poet himsell. In his 
4 ibsence none else can claim it. Therefore, this 
method of translating Tagore’s po’cms has been 
completely exhausted. To translate his poems 
cxen into English requires today co-oi)eration 
l)etwmen English and Bengali scholars. Ihercmiie 
examples of such co-operations taking place 
during the life-time of the poet himself. In his 
well-known anthology of Eng'lish poetry The 
Spirit of Man— by Robert Bridges, a few^ lyrics 


from the English Gitanjali w'ere included. In 
connection w’itli them Bridges made the followcing 
comment : These are his (ddigore’s) own jh'osc 
translations into English of his original Bengali 
poems. I ha\'e to thank him and his English pub- 
lisher for allowing me to quote from this book 
and in the particular instance of this \'ery beauti- 
ful ))oem, for the author’s friendliness in i)ermitt- 
ing me to shift a few words for the sake of what 
I considei‘ed more effi'ctive rhythm or grammar. 

The particular ])oem referred to by Bridges 
is the ])oem No. 67 of the English Gitanjali, cor- 

resi>()nding to the Bengali original 

.The shifts Bridges made 
in Tagore's translation wliich were' not objected 
to by the i)oet himself can ))(‘ seen if w'e read the 
two versions one aftei* the other. 

Rabindranat h's translation : 

“Thou art tlie sk.\' and thou ai*t the nest as 
w'ell. O thou ))eautitul, thtn’e in the nest, it is 
thy lov(‘ that encloses the soul wdth colours and 
sounds and odoui’s. 

‘‘Then* comes the morning with the golden 
basket in his right hand l;)earing the wu*eath of 
beauty, silently to crowm the earth. 

“And lh(‘re comes the* evening ovei* the lonely 
meadow's destuded l)y hiU’ds, through ti*ackless 
|)aths, carrying cool draughts of peace in her 
golden i)i teller from the western ocean of rest. 

“But there, where spreads the infinite sky for 
th(‘ soul to take her llight in , reigns the stain- 
l(*ss wdiit(* radiance. There is no day nor night, 
nor form nor colour, and never, never a woixl.” 

There is an altered v(‘rsion of Bridg(‘S : 

“Thou art the sky and thou art also t in* nest. 
O thou beautiful ! how^ in tlu* nest thy love 
embraceth the soul wdth sw'eet sounds and colour 
of the earth. 

“And there cometh levelling, o’er lonely 
nnaidow's desended of the herds, by trackless ways, 
cai'rying; in h<‘r golden pitcher cool draughts of 
peace from tin* ocean-calms of the West. 

“But there wdiere t,hine infinite sky spreadeth 
for the soul to take her flight, a stainless white 
radiance reigneth ; wherein is neither day nor 
night, nor form nor colour, nor even any word.” 

An event of larger significance in the field of 
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poems in translation during the life-time 
of the i>oet is the i)ublication in 192o of the com- 
])U‘te translation in French of Rabindranath 
magniticerjt colk'ction of lyrics — Halaka — The 
Swan. This fr‘anslat ion, which in French is en- 
titled ‘Fygne’ is the result of the friendly co- 
operation of Dr. Kalidas Nag and Jderre Jean 
Jouve. Dr. Nag is a literary scholar steeped in 
the w’oi’ks of Tagoias (‘iijoying the ])rivilege of 
clos(^ pi’oxirnit\' t.o the i)oet. 1I(‘ became well-read 
in Fi’ench w'hik* working in th(‘ Paris I'liiversity 
for his historical r(\sea?'ches. P. J. Jouve (uijoyed 
1h(‘ T’t‘})iitat ion of l)eing an (\st ablished poet and 
l)(‘long:(‘d to th(‘ (mlight(‘n(‘d and {)rogressi\'e 
group of Fr(‘nch Scholars gathering round the 
arr(‘sting j)ei’sonalit>' ol' Roniain Uolland. Dr. Nag 
used to i-(‘cit(‘ to Jou\e the Bengali original of 
Balaka’s lyidcs. in addition to translating and elu- 
cidating Ihvlr literary content. Jouv(‘ used to 
choose woi'ds and pln*ases, following the rh\dhm 
-])att(M’!i and verst‘-st ructure as recited by 
Dr. Nag. Jou\(‘ himsc'lf not knowing Bengali, 
p(‘rha}»s tills ti’anslation cannot (daim to have be(‘n 
mad(‘ sti’aight fi'oni the original. Yvi, in th(‘ con- 
ditions then pi'exailing, the' significance of this 
int(.‘rnat ional co-o})ei*at ion cannot be o\ er- 
(‘st imat(al. 

International co-operation in the held of in- 
t(‘llectual acti\ities was one of most intimate 
dreams cherislaal by Tagoi'e till his death. 
Jdi(‘j’(s ('an be IK) doubt that in this particular field 
an imm('ns(' pr()gn‘ss can now lie st^en inspite of 
tremi'iidoiis olist ructions. This year thi’ougli tht‘ 
(\*ntt‘nar>‘ ( 'elebi'at ions all o\'('r the world will be 
lieard tlu^ x'oica^ of Tagore pleading for inter- 
national peace and friemdshi]) aial his firm faith 
in the ultimat(‘ liapjiint'ss of human destiny. 
1’his \ (‘ar will s(H‘ the ])ublication in Russian of a 
n'preseiitat i\a' sedeetion of Tagoi*e's works in 
tweU’e \’oluines. (litanjali’s Russian translation 

done from Fmglish, and that was before the 
Roa (diitional. Now in the So^det Union interest 
in Pamgali language and literature has made rapid 
progress. Quite a number Russian men and 


women have taken up the difficult task, — o 
learn Bengali without having the chance of 
coming to Bengal and learn from the Bengalis. 
The Oriental Faculty of the Leningrad Universiiy 
where Bengali is taught with regularity and cai e 
attracts student even from Peking and Berlin. 
Russian translators of Rabindranath's works do 
not now depend on previous English or French 
models. They have straight access to tlie 
Bengali original. Such an extensive arrangenTOii 
for translating Tagore from the original Bengali 
text is not known in any other major language 
of the world. The examples they have set in 
remdering faithfully his lyrical pieces arc really 
striking. The sonorous (juality of the original, 
including stanza-formation and rhyme-scheme is 
carefully attended to. And whatever their suc- 
cess, it is due (Uitirely to their own efforts, the 
share of Bengali co-operation being hardly pia^- 
sent. And the scoi)e of this co-operation at the 
present time is also very limited, because Bengali 
scholars with adeciuate knowledge of Russian 
language and literature who alone can effectively 
contribute in such a co-operation are practically 
non-existent. The Russian translators from 
Bengali are looking forward to the day when 
Russian will be studied more (extensively in Bengal, 
so that their labour will be critically review^ed, im- 
IKU'fections ])ointed out and improvements suggest- 
ed. In memory of Rabindranath as a true friend 
of the Sox’iet Union, this c ear should see organised 
efforts Ixdiig madi' foi* the lai-gei' propagation of 
Russian Studies among oursehes. While recog- 
nising in this connection the claim of the Russian 
language, we cannot ignore the imporatnee of 
world languages like French, Canmian, Chinese and 
Spanish. This is our heavy resiionsibility — tle^ 
responsibility of being the inheritors of Rabindra- 
nath’s glory. Rabindranath himself acknow- 
ledged the manifold heritage he had received 
from Rammohan and Vidyasagar, Madhusudan 
and Bankimchandra and he has left behind him i 
call to his descendants to be worthy of their 
onerous good luck.* 

’’Ra.sed on a lecture delivered on the 21st February 
1961, as a part of Tagore Centenary Celebrations orga- 
nized by the Corporation of Cakutta. 



Tagore’s Educational Faith 

PROF. SUNIL CHANDRA SARKAR 


It is well known that Tagore found the sys- 
in of education current in his student days 
iiolly repug-nant and wasteful. It was merely 
iilitarian and valued because it was sui)])osed to 
rovide better chances of employment. Natura- 
\ , it tailed to attract the pupils and demanded 
olhing of them exee|)t a period of dull comp- 
:uice with routine and cheerless mental labour, 
o Pagore, however, education was a total })rocess 
i\()lving the entire personality of the pu])il and 
lis could not take place at all except on the basis 
' a free and full self-giving on the part of the 
ii])il. That is why faith in an ideal, self-dedica- 
011 to some high |)urpose was essenti^d. But 
T‘stern education in modern times has mon^ or 
ss cut itself adrift from all sliades and x'arieties 
f idealism lest the ‘authoritarianism’ supposed to 
e inseiiarably associated with idealism should in 
)me manner oi* other prejTidice its democratic 
I’ofessioii and practice, d'his has resulted in a 
radual disintegration of the atmosphere of res- 
ix'tfulness, re\erence and aspiration, of total 
df-giving and sustained effort which any educa- 
oiial plan for the growth of human personality 
ould seem to recjuire. This is one of the reasons 
]i>' Tagore harked back to the earlier days of 
Lir civilization and wanted to revive the Tapo- 
ideal. During the forty yeai’s of his Hie 
hich he gave to the Asraimi of his making, he 
ad occassion to doubt the adecpiacy of the ideal 
e had offered in the beginning, and as days 
assed he had to reformulate it from time to 
me, but he never wa veiled in his demand for 
lith on the part of both teachers and pupils in 
)me high all-inclusive purpose. The results pro- 
uced by this demand are stated below in general 
:nans and it is hoped that all who have had some 
cquaintance with the experiment will bear it out. 

In a number of cases not very small there 
as a sincere and whole-hearted acceptance ol 
he ideal in a more or less high form and with 
hem education became a life-long adventure of 



exploration, experience and growth. Examples 
of entire families building up their lives on the 
faith and insi)iration they had at Santiniketan 
and finding their greatest ha})piness in that crea- 
tivt‘ endeavour are not at all rare. With the 
majority of persons the results were, of course, 
not so spectacular, but they were certainly more 
satisractory and convincing and vei*\' much less 
wasteful than what one finds among the average 
])roducts of traditional education. It is, ol 
course, i)ossibl(‘, or e\'en inevitable that therc‘ will 
always be a i)ercentag(' incai)ablt‘ of I’esponding to 
the call. In these days wh(Mi fiie enforcement of 
compidsory education is supi)osed to be normal 
and there is no compunction in elderly hearts in 
subjecting childrtm to pi’ogi'ammes of unwanted 
learning for th(‘ sak(‘ of I’emol.e ])i*ospects of em- 
j)loyment, one may be tc nipted t.o hold such 
naiuirement of ‘faith’ unnecessary, unreal or im- 
l)ossil)le to fulfil. Hut Tagore’s exixnament would 
show that such a demand is not so uni’ealistic 
after all, that, it is (‘apable of ])roducing satisfac- 
tory results in quite a large numb(*r of cases. And 
where it fails, it may not indeed b(‘ worthwhile 
to foi‘ce instructioji down the unwilling throats 
and gain nothing but a hug(‘ educatoiial waste as 
education in our country is doing even now. 

The real i)rol)l(nn was to find an ideal which 
would be intelligible and accx‘i)taf)le to most men, 
which w'ould inspire and actuate their best efforts 
at self-education and which would at the same 
time have some effective conn(‘ction with pro- 
gressive movements in this country and all over 
the woiid, with the (‘volutionary forward-thrusts 
of humanity as a whole. 

In 1901, when he started Santiniketan, 
Tagore was dee})ly imbued through his studies 
and his personal sadhava profoundly influenced 
as it was by the Maharshi’s example With the 
spirit of India’s ancient spiritual asi)iration, her 
Tapovana ideal and Upcmishadic culture. A sense 
of a new dawn, a spiritual renaissance in the 
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couiilry hud .seized his mind and imagination and 
h(^ passed through a seides of emotional experien- 
ces, a record of whicii exists in his Nciivcdya 
))0(‘nis. So, jiaturallv he vvant-ed to use the old 
sj)iritual ideal and disci])line shorn of the adventiti- 
ous offshoots that had grown aiaaind thcnn during 
t he cent uries and made acca^plahle to modern mind. 
The non sectarian, univei'sal character of IJiutn't- 
yJiddir t('ac})ings wais it sell' of great, help as tlu‘ 
iVlaharsiii had ali'eady found it. Jlut after all, it 
was a spiritual idcail, and although Tagoi'e dcnriand- 
ed of th(‘ few chose n pupils and tcsichers who 
came to join the instilution, an adfu'rence to this 
ideal, h(‘ was ceid.ainly not sure tiiat it would 
work with any (‘XC(‘i)t \hv (‘XC(‘ptional few in tins 
ag(‘ of scepticism, will'ul distortion and falsilica- 
t ion ()]■ all t liat is true' and iiohlfs And \'et h(^ was 
(haxM'ii, hy an iniK'r compulsion, to try the 
expi'rirmmt. 

Tht^ i)ooklef d! I'dJt nidcfid }‘ydsr(i n/' contains a 
IT'port. ol' 'Tagore’s ('xhoidatioiis to the first, ftwv 
pupils on th(‘ da\' of incei)tion and the first ixxly 
of rule's and regulations foi' the guidance' of stu- 
de'iits and te'ache'rs, their mutual re'lationship, 
duties, attitude's to elitfe'rent aspe'cts ()f the 
Asranid life* and otlu'rs. 

In this first aeleli'e'ss he* talks of e'dueaation as 
dlrutd* ( ) an /Is/.es/s, and of (loel as tlu* 

tlu> I.orel of /ts/res/s. lie* liolels out 
the ielea of soiiU'thing e’Xe'e'e'eling oui’ ])e*ttiness, 
soine'thing gre'at and e’le-imal as the* ohpx't of 
pursuit aiiel urge's the cullixation of such \'irtues 
as he'i’oisni. t lad hfulne'ss. gooelness. 'The' task to 
))(' ae'eaunplisli-e'd was to jiurify lioeiy anel mind, 
pursiK' truth, ke'e'p tile mind chen'rful anel free* 
fr(Hn doiiht and fe'ar, work for the well-heing of 
all and le'arn to make walling sacritice* of personal 
ini ('rests for that jiurjiuse'. anel thus g-raelually 
e;row into a I’esdisation of IlrdJinid, the' \kist, the 
rni\ors:ik hot h w'ithin the' se'lf anel witheiut. The 
Asrai/id was to he cTiaracte'rise'd by se>litude, strict 
compliance with rule's presci’ihe'd b\' rejection of 
woi'ldfx luxurie's and sii|X'rtluous amenities and 
things. re'])ix'ssion of e\il iiropensities. high 
re'xeremce' foi* the* ideal and its iirotageniist, the 
(tin-d and a spirit of dutifulness and service. The 
re'Iat ionshi]) hetw ee'ii tlie toiicher and the taught 
must ht' s])iritual, he assert eel. And in the list of 
rule's he mentioneel ewen certain daily practices 


and rituals and meditation with the help of the 
f/ayatri 'mantra X») ' 

Jt is indeed curious that the apostle of the 
iK'w humanism who had waged its w^ar not only 
against protagonists of Hinduism, of the Sami- 
iana Dharnia, like Bepin Pal and Chandranath 
Basil but also against the great Baiikim, should 
now' himself be an avow'ed sponsor of that cult., 
'fwo rt'asons can be suggested in explanation of 
this stand. Tin* chief certainly w^as that he had 
seen this V jianirhddic religion, as revived and 
practised by Ids father, assume under his ins])i- 
ration a living form broad enough to hold all the 
cU'nK'nts of an Kast-West cultural synthesis 
which one w'oiild like to include. So w'hat hex 
found to he true at his familx' house at Jorasanko, 
he thought, he could apply at the new' institution 
of his making. The other rc'ason would be clear 
from what he himself w'rote at the time : “If 
only w'e could gixe our own nature the freedom 
of full self-realization in the domain of greatness 
w'hich belongi'd to our country, w'e could thereby. 
[)\- that very jxroca'ss, })ass on to universalisni. Bui 
W’e w’ould get nothing by w'a\’ of self-developmen1 
and progi'ess if we simjdy, by allowing w'hat was 
our own to crumble and ])erish, sought to merge 
ours('l\es with otln'iss. It W'ould inde(xl seem 
more desii’able exen to carry loyalty to our indi- 
gi'iious tradition and w’ays to an 'extreme point 
lhan foolishly ai^e an alien-culture and consider 
ourselxx's blessed.” 

W'hat occasion of w’ounded self-respect, W'hal 
sense' ol’ national frustration wnaing this most un- 
Ual)indria]i utterance' from him we need not here 
ex])lore. But w’e may state hi're that this is only 
the excei)tion which ])roves the rule and rex^eals 
one of the most distinctive features of Tagore’s 
pt'rsonality : His life-long urge to break narrow' 
moulds of custom and thought and embrace 
realities wider and more inclusive. His Santi- 
niketan ('xperiment, exen like his life of literary 
ci'eativity and his iniblic life, is indeed a 
succession of dramatic breaking of barriers, 
rt'aching out into vaster fields and opening up of 
xvidtu' horizons. 

The book ^Brahmn-Vtdiidlaiyi by Ajit Chakra- 
varty, one of the most distinguished members of 
Santiniketan in its early years, is indeed a very 
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:ri]|)ortant document for our pre.sent ].)urp()se, 
.. viewing as it does the first eleven years’ work 
e the institution. Chakravarty depicts in this 
I, lok with admirable insight and understanding 
; u- series of trials and critical situations that 
; ;inie one after another during these years, at ino- 
riients threatened complete disintegration of the 
Asrania and repeatedly tended to deflect it from its 
a\ owed aim. Brahma-Bandhab IJpadhyay, the fa- 
mous religious reformer, who, presumably attrac- 
ted by Tagore’s 'Naivrdya' poems and the tyjx^ of 
r^ontiment he allowed himself to exisress in these 
\ ears as (pioted above, came to join the school as 
lirsl principal, sought to make it the training 
around of a rigid religious cult. Me was adamant 
m forcing upon everybody his own ideas and wa\’S 
ukI sought to obtain results by strict enforcemtmt 
if rides. He left Santiniketan after a year as he 
i’ealised, as also did Tagore, that their [laths were 
hdferent. Chakravarty very acutidy points out 
ill this connection the difference lietween 
td^adhyay and the Maharshi. The latter would 
-';i\’e opportunity of free development to ev(u\\'- 
•ody and like each to grow in spiritual experience 
11 his own way. Tagore’s approach was wholl\' 
ike his father’s. But th(‘ Uiiadh.Nay would like 
0 cast everybody in the same mould, the mould 
>f his own invention. This dogmatic aiiproach 
A(.Mit so far that Tagore had even to acre j it the 
listinction of castes as a social reality and acc(‘d(‘ 
o separate arrangements in the kitchen for 
drahmins and lower castes. But soon the stif- 
ing narrowness, the cress inhumanity, the absurd 
'igidity of the system became so revolting to him 
hat he broke through it once for all. And his 
iernand ever afterwards was for inner aM.raction 
md willing compliance and not for external con- 
ormity to rules. The Upadhyay ejiisode madis 
lim see how his first statements of aim could 
lefeat its own purpose and fall an easy prey to 
)rientalism, Sanatdvi H ivduisrn, jiastism, ritua- 
ism or to any such limited aim and thus etfect- 
vely exclude the universal element that he 
ought. One other thing also he realised. It was 
ikely to achieve his aim. Not by shutting out 
ill kinds of experience, but by acceiiting all that 
night lead to the universal, all that is positive and 
neaningful in man’s cultural heritage, should he 
>roceed on his path. 


Then came the challenge of ‘academicism,’ a 
period when bookish studies wcu’e given an ex- 
cessive stress. Chaki*avarty observes in this 
connection, ‘Ttabindranath was kyen, that along 
with academic studies, there should also a true 
itwakening of tlie mind and htxiri. And this was 
what Satish’s teaching achieve,” 8atish Boy, the 
young poet and teacher, who after serving the 
institution as nobodx’ elst' has sinct^ bcnm able to 
do, died a premature death at Sant inikid an, was 
remembeml and fre(]ueiitl\^ praised \)\ Tagore as 
the oiK' teacher, who could bring to the iiisl it ution 
an atmosi)here of ksarning through jov'ous ex- 
pi'rience. The great value of Satish’s conti’ibu- 
tion lies in the fact that what h(^ accomplished as 
a devott'd follower of Tagore’s s])irit within just 
one oi* two years sel. onc(' iAr all the tone and 
standard of thi' A. 'brands life and the' direction in 
vvhicli it must tlunsrifter grow. The conflict, 
inde(Kl, Ixdvveen f lu* claims of acadimiic vvoidv and 
that of free growth has never completely c(‘ase(l 
and ixunains evam to-dav' a matter of lieated, even 
angry, d(‘bat(‘ among diffeiamt sections of 
teachers. This dispute, liowevu')’, relates only to 
the degree of emi)hasis to givim to academic 
sludi(\s. 'r\w i)laci' in the life of the Asrania of 
thi‘ ])ositive ajiproach as ‘(‘X(‘m])1iru‘d by Satish 
has n<.‘V(‘r beem (|Uestion(‘(l. ’ftie world of emo- 
tional, aesth(‘tic and spiritual ex])ei’i(‘iic(^ which 
Tagore cnxited through his ])lays and soJigs for 
his students and vvhicli has mad(" Santiniketan 
what it is was a consuniniation of thaf piositive 
aiiproach. 

A tougher chalUmge canu* with the Sii'tiflcsltt 
movement in 1905-7 of which Tagore himsekf was 
one ol' the most devoutly respectial h^adm’s. 
But the frenzy of the movaunxmt displeased him 
and he hastemal from the trovlilous sexme of 
agitat ion to tin? iieace of Sant iiuketan. it was 
sonn? inneiy t reasure, some ])i'inc!ple of univau’sal 
significance to man which tu? sought to savm from 
harm and would not allow it to lie sacrific(?(l even 
at the altar of patriotism. A wave of pulilic indig:- 
nation followed him 1V()m (Calcutta to his abode 
of peace and gave it a rude shaking. Ilgri' also, 
as in the two former cases the opposition was 
between his ideal and something which resembled 
it but was in reality only one of its ehments or 
aspects unduly accentuated, or magnified out of 
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all jirdport ions, and made* to sorx e a much lesser 
jiurposo. d a;.':ore was fii’in in following his ])ath 
oi hi'oad tinmanitv' jiiid ‘uni versalism' — \’ery mia'h 
misunderstood ^ and much mali).nied though it 
always was. Jn these cas(.*s of conti'oversy 
hetA\c<‘n somethin).'' total, inclusi\(‘ and pn'eat oh 
1h(‘ one tiand and sorncdhiiiK fragmentary, ])artial 
and limited (sn the* otlier, tie (‘XcelliHi in the same 
maniim* as lii.^ tattler did. Ilo widened ttie ‘wtiole’ 
till it included aJid tield integrated wittiin itsedf 
all ttial was ol risd wordti in ttic* dissident jiarts. 
laj-Oji-e s ideal p,a\'e a just placi' in itsidf to anci(‘nt 
Indian ( ultu^'e, S<t na f a nn lilmrnut, academic 
studii's and patriotism and would nrd allow any of 
t tiese eleiiH'nt.s to ).u’ow la‘>'ond its leyitiuiale 
I»roportions and co\er or kill ttie lar).mr inpulse. 

I a)';ore s role in tackliny; ttiesi' coidlict iny to)*' 
CCS and idistloyies hecanio iinmist akalile and deal* 
in ttie first lew xusars ol ttas .d see ///a’.s life. Some* 
ot tief lorc<‘s w tiicti loiind enti’y into Itu* 
lile as thoiD'h hx' a pre-arra iijo'd plan W(ua‘ d(‘all 
^'dfi hi ttie same masttrly manner. Allhouyfi 
appanaitlx (|uil<.* contrar.x' to d'a)r<>ia'’s ich.sdism, 
t hex xx ere neitla r xx iiolly ropulse(l iior yixam t tie 
undu(‘ impoiia net' ttn'v claimed. Mention may 
h<' tnade tit're of ttit' st'i f-su pport . selMudi), -ind 
social serx ict‘ ideas tfiat ( i(t ud h i n lirouyhl witti 
tiimsell airl the nieiiihers ol tiis o\x n Asninm wtio 
loimd slu'ltt'r at Sa nt iiiiki'ta ii on ttieii* arraxal 
ti'em South Atrica and spent ttiertwi montti. Mxei’ 
siiua' ttiat tiiiit' Santiniketan tias hemi cele) u*a( iny 
^^ dli lox (' and respect this tirst x isit hx fhe 
Maliatma on ttu* annual (iitfidhi Pmiiinlm dax'. 

I ayore apprt'cial t‘d tins (landtdan ctuit rii )ut ion, 
soip’ht to iiicludt' the spirit xxittiin tht' amhit of 
ids ideal lint loinid it inipo'^sit iK' to (k'X’olt," to tiu'se 
thinys ttu* tinit' and importance in ttie day’s ]H‘o- 
yramme ttiat it would demand. 

And tlnu’e was alwaxs Itie danyer of 
(landhijis pi'actical {irttyramme deyu'neratiny in 
unxx'arx tu’ nut mined tiaiuls into meta* ntilitai’iaii 
lahtair, iinahastu'd \ t *cat ionalism. d ayau'e firmly 
and XX iseix tackltal lliis hx suhortlinat iny all e\- 
}H'ri(Mu-e aiul actix itx to tlu' atnmsjdu're xvhicti tie 
hunst'd (‘re:ilt‘d of ‘jt>x'ous adx'tmt ure’. Rut ttiere 
xx;w one extraiusnis element xx tiicti cam<' from the 
public XX liicti tu" xxMs lorcetl to accept liy necessity 
ol circumstances, hut xxhicti tu' could nexer really 
c'\l('miate or cr>ndone or tit into liis scheme. The 


system of jiuhlic exanhnations xvas foisted (ui 
Santiniketan. d'he Visxui-Bharati courses which 
oryanised studies ])ara]lel to the exarninatiori 
courses hut offc-red much yreater freedom to 
indix'idual students in selecliny the nature and 
extent of ttnur oxvn studies continued for manx 
years xxdth success and turned out some of the mosi 
distinyuish(al (ilinnni of the As}-<nn(i. But these 
courses attracted only a fexx' talent t'd students. 
And xxith the incoi'iioration of the Visx'a-Bharat i 
as a (tmital Uinxeissity these coarsens automatic 
callx' ceased to Ixn 

Tayoi'e’s idend and ai)])roach in these eaidx 
xu'ars was xau’y aldx' sumnnal u]) liy ( ’hakrax'artx' 
in his rex'iexx' ttius : “The ;dni of education was 
to i’ealis(‘ oiK'self fullx’ hx^ union xxith all, to 
dis('ntany1c and dissolxe knots ol’ dilliculty within 
on(*’s oxxn ])(‘)’soi)ality throuyh actixutxa to 
h(‘com(‘ pure and full of j’oy, to find ]ioisc 
and tlu' cousunnnut ion of one's as],)irati()ii in 

Bod ” And xxithin this framework, Chakra 

x'artx' poiiit<'d out, could hc' ])ut any and ex^ery 
ehurn'id. pi’incijiks oi’ occipialion that one desired, 
xiz.. s<nwic(‘ to tln^ counti'y or the society, pursuit 
ot knoxxledye, socdal refoi’in, ]*u]’al rtx'onstrucdion. 
music, iitei’atiu'e and tin* arts and crafts, and ex'en 
xxoj'k xxith lo(ds and macldnes. Th(‘ chief ofiject 
xxas to haxe freedom, to (cxUnul the frontiers of 
loxe and yoodiu'ss. 

In th( ' addresses includx'd in th(‘ booklet 
\ isxa-Bharat i alreadx’ I’eleria'd to, Tayore’s self- 
adjust numt to tile new situations which arose 
I rom time to time, his eatholicilx- and inyennity 
ill admittiny ikwx- (dtmu'iits xxithout alloxviny his 
central lairjiose to suffei* perxersion or deflection 
can xery xxadl he traced, 'fhe txxo most important 
modheations that hi' made, in the statiunimt of his 
aim xx-eia* firstly, that he yax'e tlie iil ilitaiaan ele- 
nu'iit, the X'ocational purjxise also a place in his 
scheme altliouyh in the hi'yinniny fie had staid ed 
almost xxith a repudiation of anx' siu'h interest. 
Secondly, althouyh up to end (sf his life he 
re]>eatedlx^ talked aliout the siiiidtual element in 
his ex]>eriment, the demand that he made on his 
students became more realistic and moderate than 
at the heyinniiiy. He referred more to the Uni- 
versal IMan and the culture a])propriate to that 
concept than to faith in (fod and the saeJhanu of 
God-realisation. Tfiis created, quite unxvarranted- 
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V int' impression among a section of his disciples 
Tagore receded farther and farther from 
, 1 in a personal God with progress in years and 

' inately ended by accepting an impersonal iini- 
: : vil, something within the reach of Reason and 

enlightened mind of man. But in his 
of Mail he explicitly mentions the divine 
. luenl in his concept of the Universal Man and 
r-(lLiently uses phrases like the Ihiiversal 
I’son, the Supreme Person to denote the same 
iras. 

The fact is this. Tagore’s triumi)h lay in 
Miinulating a faith generally acceptabh^ to 
axlern man and yet not arbitrarily restiacted b\’ 
}a usual humanistic notions of the natural 
nutations of man. Tagore offers the widest, 
liehest and most \aried i)rogramnie of cultural 
aliilment accessible to all men of sensiti\'e natur(‘ 
11(1 aspiration for selt-im{)rovenient and crowns 
i with the i)rosi)ect of an endless journey bt\vond, 
hr assurance of a highest fulfilment which might 
ake different shapes with different individuals 
11(1 \et belong to th(' ordm* of the Uni\'ersal. 
uid this culmination, as shown by 1'agore was 
I' l merel\' a vagmu insubstantial nothing, ixaetic 
:i\ th, an o])portunity of escai)e, Ijiit a laatl power 
Tiich could hold in its gri]) the will of the indivi' 
ual and lead him forward on his own path of ]n'o- 
ress. In his poetry this element apiaairs as the 
vew, the Far-off, the Comi)anion of the Road, the 
ternal birth-(la\’ ; in his educational ideal also this 
(■ntinnmt foi’ the N(‘w and tlie Unfoi'eseen ])la\as 
\(‘ry decisi\e ])art and hc^lps eacli of his follow- 
rs to work out his destiny thi-oiigh a ])i’ocess of 
elf-creation. 

Speaking about tin* a)i)enei’s’ of the id<*al, 
lie would rennnnber how in incor])orating a state- 
nent of Tagoia^'s ideal in tiie Vis^ul-Bharati 
uu\ersit\’ Act, the Indian Parliament decidca:! 
fter a debate, to exjuinge the jihrase ‘in the 
lame of the SlKn/fani. Shiva ni, Ar/a'aitaai-the 
r:dil>^ which is ‘All Peace, All G(a)d’ and irrefra- 
uibly omu Tagore never withdrew in his life trom 
he position of unreserved self-dedication to this 
vfiat he thongdit to be the highest and widest 
•rinciple capable of including and fulfilling all the 
nfinitely varying demands of uniciue individual 
■rowth. And he grcnerally found at Santiniketan 
hat persons Ijelonging to all races, religions and 


cieeds could willingly accept it. But it might be 
and actually was ditiiculi oi* renioto and unreal to 
the understanding of many. So, Tagore hmself 
did not hesitate to extunj)! them from following 
an ideal they could hardly appreciaft' and tone it 
down for them with reassuring stafemeiits like 
these : 

“In our C()Uiitr\’ ordinary ])et)pie uiuU'rstand 
by Sadliiuia, an effort towai'ds spiritual salwition, 
a (luest along the path of total self-dmiial and 
rtunmeiat ion. But the i)uri)ose which made rnc' 
estal)lish th(‘ Avi'aiiia at Sant iiiikthan was not 
indeed \'ery ]‘emote from the* I’ealrn of cullurt‘ and 
meiital irnproxement of tlu' a\'('i*age man. 
‘Gulture’ is indeed a v('r>^ eompk^x and curious 
j>roeess ; it ])Ui‘iti(‘s and retines tho mind, lad i'i(‘V(\s 
it in the stat(\ as it w('r(\ of an old. (uierustcd and 
l)ale ore, and iint'sls it with it^ due lustr(‘ and 
\'alue. Many art' tht' hraneht's of eidture : and the 
human mind, w}u'ne\er it is al)lt' is to kee]) itst'lf 
in a state of normal health and \'igoui’, tinds itself 
naturally di'awn to tlu'se \arious foiuns of cul- 
tural pi'e-occupatioiis. M\’ pu]*j)os(^ was to pro- 
\'id(' th(' amplest op))ortimit it's of such cultural 
dt'\’elopment anti ])ursuits at tht' Sant iiiikt't an 
Asi’ama.” {Addn'vv, P)15). 

But v\rv anti again lit* would rt' itt'rate the 
full demantl in tlie ease of pt'rsons who were 
su|)pos('d to ht* t'tpial to the task. This is what lit' 
said |)ract itaally at tht; end of his yeai's and as also 
of his assot'iation with tht* Sjoitiiiikt'tan t'XjX'ri- 
ment : 

‘1'o-(la\' I rt'inemht'r a day forty vt'ars back 

At that time Hit' t'xtornal seeno ht'i’t' was 

markt'd on all sides with baj'eiit'ss aiul sohtudt* 
hut within tht' mind there always i*emain('d an 
assui’anet^ ol* fullilnient. I had tht'ii sought., with 
single-minded ])Ui*])os(‘, to rt'niox'e all the trixia- 
lity, meanness and arrogaiita' whieh liax’e ('(amt* to 
be charact crist ie ft'at.ures of t ht'st' tim<‘S, to admit, 
those whose (‘ducational giiardianshii) I had 
accepted It) the perenninl fountninhe.'id of the agt*- 
old SffrJhana of India.’' 

“I wt>uld urge you not to sTiut the. doors of 
your mind against this fapasi/a actuated to do so 
])y the irreverent arronganct' of mtxiern times. 
Acknowdedge and accept it.” 

The result of this tlexibility wsas that among 
thoge who have Been able to give life-loTig allegi- 
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aiK'i' to Ta^'oro's idi^al Ihci'e is a section, not very 
sniaJI, which ties ac('e})t('d the fidl aim and com- 
hinc'd the ciijlural programme with some inner 
expcj'ii'iici' and ex| lectat ion of spiritual realisa- 
tion ; hnl lhe,\'ast niaj’ority lias accei)ted the 
cultural ideal niain,'\ and ]» eiV‘i*)‘ed to leave the 
I'l'ospects ol a joiu'iK'y heyond clothed in a po(‘tic 
haze, as a nmiote unspecili(‘d imaye and insihra- 
t ion or in ccniain cases as a mei‘(‘ rcanantic myth 
maKiny no demands on their innm* choice or 
jiractical li\ inp;. 

Tap'oiz' was (piite conscious as we liavcj 
alri'ady ol)sei'\ed, ttiaf wliat our times needed 
most urpeiilly \\;w a new faith, as will he ajijiareiit 
from this passapx' writtini in “The time 

has now coni(‘ wfieii hu inanity can only h(‘ saved 
hy th(^ awalo'iiinp; of a niwv faith, hoi- this, t.h(‘ 
om‘ thinp, tlial is mnsded, most of all, is to make a 
l»lace ill our (‘ducal ion foi’ some yreal idealism." 
Lookinp; hack, alti'r all t lu'se \'(‘ars, at Tap'oris’s 
l)urpose and ach i(‘\ ciiienl oiu' can unhesit at inp'ly 
say tlial lie did succ(M‘d in e;i\'inp: pauu'rat ions of 
liis disciples a new id(‘alism and faitti which sjiread 
tliroui'li lliem to e\'(‘r- w id(‘nine; circk's of admirers 
end lit!low(‘]‘s and hids fail’ to become a w’orld- 
mo\('ment. The accumulat iiie; individual ex'idence, 
w ritt(‘n ol- spoia/n, e-f nam of unim|)(*ac}iahle inte- 
e ril\' hke (‘.ry Aj'it ( 'hakra^’art >x Jananendra- 
nat h ( dial I opadli.wi.w dawaliarlal Nehru, Sudhi- 
raniaii l)as topcsther with tlu' multiplyinp; and 
spontan(‘ously siiroutiriy As}'(iniik Saiic/Jids 
(dl/iiini/ associat i(Mis ) and institutions and func- 


tions associated wdth his name in this country and 
abroad would show that the faith Tagore evolved 
at Santiniketan has w orked on a wT)rld-wide basis, 
d'he hope that he expressed at the beginning of 
the experiment in the w’ords quoted below from 
his |)ieface to Satish Roy’s Gnrudakshina has 
come true. “It is the Sadhana of a few^ persons 
which can and does bring fulfilment to a whol(‘ 
country. India also shall gain her liberation 
through the liljeration of a few of her greatest 
sons — a few’ (((pdvovs wall unclose the innei- 
bondage ol' Ihe entire nation." 

In concluding an account of this first aspect 
of thi‘ exi)ei‘iment, was may th('refore say, that 
Tagor(‘ succ(‘ed(al in making a great contribution 
to modei'n education :~ 

(a) b\' gi\ing it a generally acceptable 
ideal and faith w’hich modern scejiticism and 
scientific i)ositi\dsm had taken awxiy from it, 

(b) 1)\’ keeping this ideal free from un- 
want tal admixture with lesser aims and conse- 
(liKuit lowa*ring or confusion of standards, side- 
ti’acking of issues and similar other forms of 
^'ducational failure' or in consequence too well- 
knowm in our day, and 

(c) l.)y ke(‘])ing the ideal ‘o))en’ and capabk' 
of unlimitt'd de\’('lopnieiit, not through the formu- 
lation of any ])r('cise spiritual or religious faith or 
cull and its im])osition on everybody but b\' 
making lix'ing, \'ividly real and effectively opera- 
ti\‘e a sentiment for the Nexv and the Unforeseeir 
a belief in the i) 0 ‘^sibility of unlimited self-growTh 
for everybody. 
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Religion of a Poet 

DR. SIDDHESWAR BHATTACHARY YA 


Tjie many sided of Rabindranath 

I agore has posed a lunda mental question: 
W hat is, after all, the hard core of Tag'ore’s 
g(anus ? Is he a poet, a philosoi)hei\ a lyricist, 
a dramatist, a sing-er, a painter, a stor\ -teller, a 
lidter-writer, a critic, a novelist or a humanist ? 
Is he all in one ? If he is, what coniinases the 
\ital chord of his being ? Or, is he .just the 
medley of discordant notes ? 

The voice of the Poet himself has silenced 
all tumblings in this issue. He has given the 
\erdict. On the occasion of his se\mntieth birth- 
day celebration at Santiniketan, he declared that 
lie bore the only credential of a poet, nothing but 
a |)oet. lie has echoed the same note from lime 
to time. It was the corroboration of his consi- 
dered opinion based upon the total |)erspective of 
his life. 

What makes a man poet ? As ancient tradi- 
tion would have it, a poet can vision the ])ast. 
According to his own testimon.N', d'agore had such 
\'ision at least thrice in his life. First, when he 
was a boy of twelve. At the initiation ceremony 
of Brahminhood, the meaning of f/cufafii instilled 
into him the vision : Reality has bound at one 
end the physical world, and the intellect of man 
;it the other. The second vision was on him when 
he was eighteen or twenty. The golden light of 
the morning sun had j>enetrated through the veil 
"f darkness. Tagore could suddenly feel that 
divine touch awakens man from his slumber of 
Ignorance to commence his eternal journc'y to the 
infinite. Tagore has treasured this vision in his 
■well-known poem, the A if^akorhuj of o spring. 
His third vision invaded him by the side of the 
tdver Padrna. He was watching the .joyous 
W'ramble of children trying to push a hshing boat 
uito the river. He could suddenly visualize the 
' ternal store of life diffusing- itself in myriads of 
individual lives. 

To sum up the visions : Man and nature 
u’e bound together in organic unity ; life eternal 
has expressed itself through the living world ; 



and, man’s life is a pilgrim’s iirogress to the 
Infinite. 

Besides visions, every ('xperience of nature 
was ior Tagore a matter ol‘ .joy. He could see in 
the dew-drop, saturated with the crimson light 
ot the rising Sun, the refl(‘ction of Infinite — the 
generous .giving of Its iilissful self. Its message 
permeated the \'ast horizon studded with innu- 
merable stai’s. Its tragrance was borne by the 
wind. The sombre tran(]uillit.\^ of the deei) sea 
was iiregnant with its jiresence. In the mind of 
man, the pr(\sence of the Blissful was e(|ually in- 
fectious, Indeed it constitutcHl the very core of 
man’s existence. 

Tagore, the iioet, (earnestly tided to relate his 
visions and his ordinary experiences to the ])ast. 
What was the result ? He discovered the cosmic 
Man of the Iiig-V( do, the i*eality that iieiwaded 
the past, the present and th(‘ riiture of the world, 
and yet ti-anscended it. He discovert^] the 
Supreme Person of the Yojn r-Vcdo , whose splen- 
dour shines above darkness. Tagore anchored 
all fragmentary knowledge — \dsion as w(dl as 
ordinary expc'rience to this great Iverson, affirmed 
\)y the Rig-Vcda, cojitirmed by the Yajur-Vcda, 
sung by the Uponisads and subsecpient religious 
literature, ;ind held fast }jy devout souls. Tn 
short, the all-embracing Purnso, was the g:rand 
heritage of India ; and by touching u|)on this cen- 
tral truth that India has stood for across the ages, 
Tagore provt‘d that he was ess(mtially a poet, the 
discovers* of the past. 

But for Tagore the discovery of India’s noble 
heiatag-e was not mere satisfaction of intellectu- 
alisni. The Great Person was so vital to him. 
The intimate was not the metaphysical abstrac- 
tion denuded of all pcu’sonal reference. Nor was 
it the fact, the pet idol of the scientists. , The 
great Person was Reality, in whom man could find 
his consummation. 

The Great Person is endowed with three na- 
tural powers — willing, knowing and feeling. By 
His will, God — the Gi-eal Pers'>n is so called — has 
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created the world which, in course of its evolution, 
has lound its climax in man. Man and nature 
are thus two poles of God’s creation, (tod’s will 
has takcm the shape of natiiral laws of the physi- 
cal world. His knowinp^ shines on man. Ilis 
feeling or love is for all creation. But like His 
knowine, it is palijably felt in man. Beauty of 
the world is 1 he exj)ression of God's joy throurrh 
the finite. 

The Infinite, th(‘ formksss, takes on form on 
which it reflects its hlissful natui'e. But form 
is ev'(‘ra*ha]]p:inj 4 ’, so that (tod’s blissful nature 
may have jierpetual renewsd. So, one form is 
transcended by another. In fact, it is the pro- 
e;ressi\’e journey of forms to reach tire formless. 
When this end is reached, begins the creation of 
ir(.‘sh lorms. (Jne may look upon tins phenome- 
non as ]’e-creation after deluge. So God, the 
Great Bcu'son, is the unity of form and formless- 
ness. Assertion of one as|)ect or the other, is a 
partial jiresentation of God. Form and formless- 
ness lielong to t he v('ry naturt‘ of God. d’hey are 
indispensable to each other. 

Man is the image of (tod. So, lik(' (dod, man 
is also endowed with form and formlessness. 
Form is man’s ego whik' formlessness is his soul. 
The soul and tlu' ego are as much l)ound together 
and indis])ensable to each oHier as the Infinite is 
related to the finite. Like (tod, man is also en- 
dowed \^'ifh three natural powers — willing, know- 
ing and f(‘eling. Just as forms of 1he world are 
marching to the lormless, so the ego of man is 
meant, tor the i’ulfilmeiit of the sjiirit. This 
means that man should de\'elop his willing, his 
knowing and his feeling in such a way that they 
can assert the glory of man’s spirit. The criteri- 
on of the success ol' the inherent ])owers of man 
is : whetlau’ man’s willing, willing and knowing: 
coid'orm to those of God. When man merges his 
individual will into the will of God, his knowledge 
into the knowledge of God and his love into (fod’s 
love, he is thereby said to have asserted the 
rights of the sjiirit in him. At this stage, man 
feels that what he does is really the fulfilment of 
God’s will through him ; he knows then that, like 
his own self, all selves are related to God. The 


discovery of integral relationship between (T)(l 
and all selves, introduces him to his natural rela- 
tionship with all selves. So love of God on his 
part develops into love for all selves. For Tagore, 
God is man’s God and the world of God is man's 
world. So love for humanity is the indispensable 
destiny of man, because love for humanity is 
nothing but love for God, 

In this development of his inherent powers, 
man is not left alone. God reigns in man and His 
grace radiates upon him to make of him what he 
should be. He kindles man’s will with His will, 
his knowledge with His knowledge and his lo\(' 
with His love. Yet, man is not a helpless medium 
to be done u])on by Clod. Man has freewill. Jt 
is his free gilt from (iod. So it is man's free 
choice to unfold himself before the powers of 
God. Man is not slave to Cfod. They are two 
free beings that unite in the i:)artncrship of 
equality. God is related to man as the father is 
to the son. 

So, out of free choice, man seeks the helj) of 
God to develop himself. He gi\'es expression to 
his will, wdth divine help, through incessant acti- 
vity. His growing knowledge rexeals that he is 
g'rounded in Clod. His growing feeling intensifies 
itself into love for God and therefore love of all 
men. The simultaneous operation of three powers 
in man renders him into a pilgrim. He is perpc- 
tually given to activity even after his physical 
death ; he feels at every step that he is united 
with (iod ; he finds his activity and knowledge 
prized by the realization of love for all. 

Thus out of joy, man is given to the creation 
of b(‘autifid forms ; and the goal of such creation 
is also nothing but. joy that love of humanity 
stands for. Knowledge is the bridge between crea- 
tion and joy. He moves for ever ; yet he is per- 
petually settled in God. This is the pilgrim's pro- 
g:ress, the perennial flight of the bird to the infi- 
nite sky, the unending journey of the waterfall’ 
to the ocean, close partnership of man to God’s 
cnxition. This is salvation. Given to this salva- 
tion, Tagore has not left us. He has diffused hi: 
being in human love that expresses itself in the 
welfare of humanity. 



Rabindranath’s Shelidah 



To ANY devoi.il studf^iit ol‘ life and 

li1(4Yiiure, Rabindranath\s Life at Shelidah will 
i)(‘ considered to be the fountain head of his 
iniinortal contributions to the world. As a poet, 
|)hi]osopher and worker, he derived his ins])i ra- 
tion mainly from those beautiful rural areas of 
Shelidaha village situated on the confluence of 
the mighty Padma and Gorai. By ])ro\ id(nice he 
took charg-e of his ancestral Zamindaries in the 
neglected rural areas in the districts of Natlia, 
ralma and Rajshahi at the fag end of the nine- 
ti'cnth century. At that time village homes were 
mostly abandoned by the landlords and intelli- 
geiitia of our country. The flowers ot our societ\' 
had a fashion to desert their village homes to the 
ckitches of ].)ov(ud,y and malaria and seek shelter 
in cities and towns for comfort, luxury and opu- 
lence. It was Rabindranath who selected the 
1 ’Liral abode of his Zemindary to settle with his 
famil\' in 1897 ‘far from the madding crowd’ 
ignoble strife of city life. He refashioned 
Shelidah Kuihibari for family dwelling with ])er- 
inanent kitchen garden, cookshed and other neces- 
sities of residence. 

For education of his childi’en he invited the 
services of eminent teachers like Mr. Lawrence, 
Sh il xlhyan Eidyarnab, Jagadananda Roy and 
others, lie constructed a road from Shelidah to 
Kushtia for convenient communication with (’al- 
riitta via Kushtia town. References in sui)port 
(»f this statement are innumerable in his letter 
ofi'l other writings. As a poet of nature and a 
r( s])oivsible man on the spot in Zemindari 
^u inagement, he was urged to effect all these im- 
ic ivements for leading a congenial and peaceful 
‘ for himself and his tenants. 

Shelidah, on the mighty Padma and Gorai, is 
0 place where borders of these districts, viz. 
^ dia, Patna and Faridpur met. The vast sandy 
land with beautiful landscape of distant 
oge influenced his poetic inspiration and crea- 
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tiv(^ faculty. There he got ample o])i)ortunit 3 ^ to 

an intimate study of rural ])eople as they had 
to mix with him as his tenants. There he had 
close ri'lations with 7o>/ds, //u /.so/u/as*, Fakir.^ and 
MnssafUs who bore the original cidture of Bengal 
in their heaiTs, and the Poet drank it to his heart’s 
coiilent from his earl\* youth. Thera^ he had a 
glimi)se of Bengal, i)ast and lu’esent, and keenly 
i’aW an urge for constiaic'f ing Bengal of tomorrow. 

The charming village, besides its natural 
b('aniy and ])l('asing cmvironments of overflowing 
Padma, Gorai and Ichhamati, had other attrac- 
tions too for its easy iLer communications. 
From (adcutta he coidd start by the Bhagirathi 
and reach Shelidah and could tour o\’er other im- 
|;ortant Mahids by' boat. Railway journe.v from 
(’ak'utta to Shelidah via Kushtia or Kumurkhali 
took fixe or six hours only. He generally lived in 
his comfortable houseboats named Padvut Chitra. 
and Xaf/ar aft(‘r the demise of his wile 
Mrinalini Debi. Tlu' rivers, Ganga, Bhagirathi, 
Padma, Ichhamati, Jamuna, Boral, Atrai, Nagar, 
Chalan Ban] and s(‘veral 'Khnls i)rovided pleasant 
boat joui-neys for visiting Zemindaries and were 
much hel|)ful in his writings and philosophical 
contributions. 

Shelidah was the headcpiarters of his above- 
named three estates and he naturally preferred 
to live at Shelidah permanently as he loved 
from the xery core of his heart. The pictureque 
village and th(‘ Padma, which he described in his 
poems .sometimes a.s his sxveetheart [ind some- 
times as ''Maiiash SirndariP He enjoyed with 
ecstacy the riverine comijany in his golden boat 
( Sonar Tari) in close accompaniment with his 
''Jlidosinr' his inner inspiration and ferryed the 
both banks in his ^^Khrya' as if visiting heaven 
and earth in the boat of life.’ 

The last poem of 'Sonar Tard 

i” 
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Hcforc his marriaKt‘, llabindi'anath in his l.)oy- 
hood visited his lielnved Shelidah with his (dder 
brother J.v otirindraMat h. Abdul Majhi and the 
trouble over hunting; h ti^er in a torrent of the 
I'adma, his intiniaey with J>iswanath Banna in 
hurdiii).>: tiy(‘r in a .junyde at Stielidah and his 
boyish ad \ (‘lit u re ot jiaintin^j; with th(‘ juice of 
flowers from f\ //f li ihn i i yoirdens are the interest- 
ing: stories told liy him. His uni(|U(‘ descriiition of 
“Manay.iu' Italiir’ {(id/ /xi-SaJ j)(i , paro- 57) is a |)(‘n- 
liictiire from his fanciful memory of feudal 
Zemiiidari customs which la* had to obsc'rve befoi'e 
tie }iims(‘lf became a Zemindar. 

According: to tins insti-uct ions of his father 
Ala ha rs tii I )(‘\ (‘udraiiat ti, the jioed in tiis eai'ly 
V'outh had to Usarn th(‘ work of Zemiiidari Slid)‘es/d 
and family acca.untancy first at Jorasanko 
liousc' and tta'ii at Stadidah and Ikitisai* Kstat(‘. 
ddius Ids knowl(‘dy(‘ of Zemindari affairs was 
super!) and th*aniattia ('howdhurv'. Bar-at-law 
(liseudon.vni “///r/a//” in tta* r»(‘ny;ali literary 
world) wlio maiaai'd Poid’s s(‘cond broth(‘r’s 
daipditc'r Indii'a I >ebi, desc]*ib(‘d — “Baliindranatli 
was uiii(iue as a Po(‘t and also as a Zemindar” in 
his book ‘7fe//e/er lui/hd. "Bramatha ('laiwdhurv’ 
dhury had arniilc' opjiort unit y of studying; t he* Poe't- 
Zeminder in this aspect wdiile he act(‘d as the 
Alanayine; Aaemt ol the "faj^ore* Idst,at(‘s din‘inj»’ 
the Poi’t’s soioum in JduroiK'. 

Tlu* histoiT of Shelidah is shrouded in some 
l('K**iidary tale^^ handed down from our anc(‘sters. 
Slndidah was oriyinallv' an indip:o~planters’ Estate. 
Prince' Dwarivanath Tayore* pui'chased it from an 
European indiyo plant ei’ named \S7/(7/’ and the 
name “She'lidah” (in Ih'nyali Shilaidaha) is 
deu’ive'd from the' nomenclature' of kS7/e7/.’ No 
history is kmiw'u of this European indiyo iilanter. 
It. is a wonder that Shelidah the s])ok('n name of 
the I\)st Ollice lias become' memoi’alile all over the 
world b\' the' writinys of oin* world Poet. But the 
re'v e'luie'-suiwe.v name of the villaye is jointly — 
Khorshe'(l|)ur and Kashba. 

Ivhorshe'dpu]' has a beautiful leyendary 
anecdote'. It was an accre'ted e7m/‘ of Padma 
founded !)>• Khorshed Faepiir, a Aluslim mendicant 
of olde'n times whose' *r)(trf/<t' (Shrine) is still to 
be' found at Shelidah. Anotlier inch merchant 
iluoiik) whose name was Juyal Sah is still 
clu'rished in ])o[)ular memoiws He dwadt in a 


[ilace which sunk into erosion of the 'Krithlnash i' 
Padma. He built at Shelidah his house and Kah- 
temple which are in ruins. A faint history j 
the vdllaye is available. A woaver nanad 
Kalyan Boy wdio lived at Kalyanpur, two mik's 
east of Shelidah. installed the deity (jopinath De l) 
when this reyion wais a Zemindary of Raja Sita- 
i-am Roy. From Raja Sitaram it passed over t(, 
Rani Bhawani of Natoi^e. Raja Ramjiban, the 
.VeRore /(a j lost all his property as he was a devo- 
t('e of Kali and renounced world in search 
ot heavenly l)liss. Some ]K)rtion of his propei'tv 
was ])urchased by Prince Dw^arkanath. He pur- 
chase'd the indiyo [)lantei‘\s 'Kiithi' as well and 
amalyamated the moitjas in his Zemindari, — 
1*dnj((nd Ii/nthinrpur and Ilhar Fat egangpu r. 
Idle old buildiny on the banks of the Padni:. 

|)i*e)vided t he residence of the Payores on its firs! 
floor and their Zemindary office on the ground 
floor wdth an extensive garden. This Kvfhi 
buildiny w’as washed aW'ay by the erosion of the 
Padma sometime in 181)0. 

The iiresent Shelidah losidence of 'Tagore is 
also knowm as ' K df h il)a rl.' It wais built in 1892 
l>y Nitindranath Tagore third son of Dwdjendra 
nath Tagore wdio w'as a great poet, philosoph('r 
and eldest brother of Rabindranath. This 'Kii/Jii- 
/>arr was renovated by the Poet for his irermanenl 
lamifv dwe'lliny with Howu'rs and kitchen gardens. 
Afteiwvards it transformed into an agricultural 
i-esearch laboratory by tho Poet.s’ son Rathindra 
nath and son-in-law Nagendra Ganguly after 
their studies in America in Botany and agricul 
tui*al engineering. Some sixty highas of land 
were acquired from its surrounding areas for the 
purpose of agricultural experiments for growdny 
more cro|)s. This wais done at the direct instance 
of the Poet Zeminder for improving the agricul 
tural production of his tenants. 

The Kdthihdrl is a fine two and half-storieei 
buildiny remarkably suited to a poet’s residence 
with beautiful surroundings overlying the flow- 
ing Padma which is visualized from the second 
floor appartments. 

Rabindranath used Kuthibari as his resi^ 
deuce and offices for Zemindary management. In 
the ground floor there w-as a Darbar Hall, guests 
room, dining hall, and storeroom. The first floor 
contained the study room for his children and 
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(iurniitory and the room on the second Hoor was 

study room of the Poet himself. 

Rabindranath, besides Estate management , 
had to supply poems, stories, novels, dramas, 
s(>iigs and essays for the literary journals of 
\sii(lha}w.' *B}iaraii\ "'Banc/cf-Da i‘sli(i ii' and others 
Irorn this peaceful seclusion of Shelidah. Most ot 
his early and middle age writings got their birth 
al Shelidah, Sajadpur (Estate of (laganendra- 
jiaih and his brothers) and Patisar, the i)rincipal 
of which was Shelidah where he could li\ e for years 
tog(dher with comfort and contemi)lation. Eng- 
lish translation of Glt(nijali was done at the 
Shelidah Kuthihari. After the demise of his wife 
1h(‘ Poet seldom lived in this house, but lived in 
his houseboats moored in the banks of the Padma. 
Tlie Estate offices and tenants had to go to Ikaets’ 
house-boat foi* transaction ot Estate^ affairs. The 
Poet used to roam about in moonlit nights in 
the sandy clear meadows and mov(Hl lonely with- 
out any attendant. 

The Poet’s intimate friends, Sir Jagadisli 
Pose, Shrimati Abala Bose, Itaja Jogadindranath 
of Nature, Lokendranath Palit and Santinikc'tan 
teachers and associates had been on many 
oec'asions guests of the Poet. He always invittsd 
his friends to share with him the joy and bciauty 
of his beloved Shelidah. Eor entertaining his 
friends, ho arranged Kirtaii by Shilniath Shah thi‘ 
famous /c/r/aa-Singer and the Poet’s tenant. 
Sometimes Lai h i-play dcunonsti’ations w<u-e held 
fiy his renowned Barlatndds — Meser Sardar, 
Aladhu Mai, Ketu Dhali, Haider Sardar and others. 
The disciples of Lalan Sha Fakir held their musi- 
ral entertainments at Kuthihari and Kutchrnj 
■ompoLind when the villagers were irnuted to 
attend. Almost every morning before sunrise 
'he Poet used to walk on foot in the corn fields 
of adjacent villages. 

, On the sudden death of Satis Chandra Kay, 
he most sacrificing and devout teacher of Santi- 
'uketan Asrarn, the school of Santiniketan was 
■ransferred to Shelidah Kuthfhari in Sepbrnibei' 
190o under Mohit Chandra Sen as Headmastei . 
Tor more than a couple of months Kuthihari corn- 
>ound rang with Asram songs, prayes and 
fiummings of students. It was removed that the 
Poet had in his mind to establish some depart- 


ments of Santiniketan at Shelidah in its peaceful 
fine ( n \- i r o n m e n t s . 

’Tagort' Estates wtua' amicably partitioned in 
PJPO. For somi' unforeseen rcas,ons llabiiuh-a- 
nath had to accept in his shai’o Patisai* (Kaligram 
Pargana and Surmuh’anat h, son of his sca'ond 
brother Satyendranat h became ownei’ of Sludidah 
(Pargana Birahimpoi’e) . Thus tlu' relations with 
the Poet was cut off from his much beloved 
Padma-boriK‘ Shelidah. In 19P7 he was invited 
to visit Shelidah by his luudiew Surendranath and 
this was the last time that he saw the v(‘rdant 
green of Sladidah and daiudrig waxes of his sweet 
Padma. 

As .a village' Shelidah was too jiooi* to claim 
any cultural centi'e of the Ik>et. d’lie locality was 
|)eopled with Jairdarr and ]H'asants, but its charm 
as a whole captivafe'd the' I\)et in many directions, 
which thi'ough unknown to manx’, xaluable mate- 
rials for his futuia' biographers. Tlu' TNaet's 
humanism and patriotism are manifest in his 
x illagi' life' besiek's his immortal gifts to tlie field 
of work in literature.^ 

The' Poet according to insti’uct ions of his 
elder bj'othe'r .J xotirindi’anat h start e'd a big hand- 
loom factory in t he' Shelidah K u I clicrif ( 'Omi)oun(l 
long before the Siradirhi moveme'ut. as an 
attempt to ])o])ularise Su^adi'shi in his Estates. 
Another factory was staided at Kusthia Kiiihi- 
hari. Jute' business was also startl'd by his 
nephews Sureiidi’anat h and Baleiidranath at his 
instanci' at Shelidah and Kiushtia. But all those 
planne'd farsighted nation-building adventures 
emded in failure. All these^ laiku’es told heaxdly 
iilK>n Rabindranath in financial debts, but these 
failiu'es sei'ved as th(‘ jiillai's ot succtxss tor the 
future' generations. Tagor(‘’s sacrifice in nation- 
building edifice is memorable in our history. 

Ralundranath started a privati' agricultural 
bank at Shelidah and Kaligram to save the neg- 
lected cultivators from the blood thirsty Maha- 
jaus, the money lenders, which functioned wadi till 

The fjiniftu.s poisii “7n// Jln/lnt (l(*s(’i‘il)L‘.s a t.i iie 

iucideiit of Shelidah wliih' the Poet was a youiiK Zaniindui’. 
The marvellous story 'yUiinnahV' dei)iets th(‘ jUinniabi Poet 
saw at his residence. Many Shelidah incidents are imper- 
ceptihly found in his stories in 0'n//c/ Cruchha. 
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J 941-45. Jt is also a fact, that idea of 'Tapohan' 
as was s|)onsored at Santiniketan Asram had its 
birth in the Poet’s imagination at Padrna-].)orne 
Shelidah. 

Pahindranath attempted whole heartedly to 
build Shelidah a prosjxu'ous \’illajee, lie inijjroved 
tlie \'il]a;.P‘ by cajiistruct in),r roads and drains and 
wells l‘or pro\'idin^ di'inkiriK watcae A chari- 
t;d;l(‘ dispensary, AP }e. School, (lirls School, 
Post Ollice, market i)lace for holdinp^ ntrJaH w(‘re 
(‘stablished. He lo\'ed and fax'oiired ‘Pural wiias 
— wfiich h(^ exj)lain(*d in his lectur‘(" on '*Sir(((J(‘shi 
SdtiKtj". lie orj-panized with tin* help of \'illaj.re 
p(‘ople, ' J\(t f ii(ni i H MeJd' and 'SdrosJii Mdd' on the 
])r(‘ciiicts ot (lf)pinat}i 'remj)le in a si)lend(‘d 
rnaniM'r for inipi'oxinp; soevial lil'e of his rural 
tenants. 'Udhhi lldddlidii I'fsdh' was (‘(4(4)rat(‘d 
onc(^ at Sh(‘lidah under his |)r(‘sence l>i'l’ore Ids 
ey(‘S tin* whole atmosplnua' ranp^ witli his 

Sd'ddcsln S(ni(/s- '\\nidr SdiKir JUuKjdd* 

"dUnKjld!' Mdii /idiif/lar Jdl" and stixaims of other 
])aH’i(>tic sonj.vs that which imparled a new life’ 
to Ihupal. Il(‘ !‘(‘const ructed the I’uins oj’ (lo))!- 
nath’s tianple lious(‘ and tank which )>(‘came a 
sp(‘cial atti’action of Slndidah for the |>(‘opU‘ of 
adjoining; districts who assend)led in thousands 
in (lie UdsJi and Si/a ii ji(t ra 4/e/es of (dopinath Del). 

it was at Sh(‘lidah that in^ first allxmipted to 
materialist^ his ideas of lairal reconstruction undei 


a well defined scheme. 1 was one of the actio 
members of lUilaJcds'' scouts org'anised i-y 

him with the assistance of his officers and wc 
worked to construct an ideal village at Kavdabin i 
on the western boundary of Shelidah K/ithibari. 
His growing ])opularity among his peasant tenants 
was not liked by the then village elders, but still 
the Poet Zamindar endeavoured to translate hi.^ 
idexis into action for years together in spite of 
adverse criticism from the educated section of 
Pengal of that period. At his instance laite Kali- 
rnohan Ghos(: and Air. L. K. Elrnhest and other 
workers came to Shelidah for rural upliftnuuit. 

Shelidah, now in East Pakisthan. is unfor- 
tunat(‘ in losing the valu.able guidance of tht' 
Tagones specially of Itabindranath who felt in 
his iniHU' S(4f [in infinite loxe for this beautiful 
hamhd, as he sa.\ s in a letter to me that it wxis 
the sacred jiilgrimage of his youth and middle age 
and he did not forget tln^ charm of this i)lace till 
his hist days which nnnained \ ibnint with gohhni 
nannories of his poidic life. Shelidah cherishes 
th(‘ hallov\ed memory of the Poet for eternit\' 
1\)-day it is the sacred duiy of the Government 
t(t jierpetuate the exershining memory of the 
world Poet wliose footprints still ennoble the 
sands of the TPidma iind the xillage already be 
come so (‘minent btd’oia* the whole world. 


I hi .i ’ / .‘j;,'/. h.'iii //.( .in ii/. /(/<./ 
.. !h. n 

In. .in ■Os , . 


/ .i: - nl 

.. O' jn n: ..nv h.-nu 

'.'I .s'.-, !\t : .i. ms! i!:i 

m hutr.m s,V;/\ 


U m 

XU ii 


;.ioo/v‘/’ 





The Image of Rabindranath Abroad 


DEBESH DAS 

Pi'esident, 



AJl-Ivdia Bengali Litemrij Coafeniicc 

While we offer hbmai^e to the world poet 
wIiMse birth centenary is bein^ celebrated all over 
bi-' world it would be essential to bear 
:!i mind the imagx‘ he has in the eyes of tlu^ entire 
wniid. Such a dispassionate study will not only 
.'ii;il)lc us to see him in the proper perspective but 
\vi]j also correct any unbalanced or uninformed 
notions which we may have regarding him due to 
)' 0 ‘]’ erdhusiasm of a devotee or the cynicism of 
■I (-ritic for criticism's sake. 

It is true that a proper appreciation of 
Ffibindranath has occasionally been mari’ed or 
[iiodified by the impact of ))olitical trends during 
die 50 years following his worldwide recognition 
msociated with the award of Nol)el Prize. It is 
(Iso true that the enthusiastic and laudatory 
'.] I] ireciat ion of his works which hearlded the 
i;iwn of the period of recognition was subse- 
montly dimmed in acknowledged and authorita- 
books of rcfcn’ence, like Bi/cjfcJoixiedni 
d ritfi]/ It icd . Sometimes wi'ong or mischi(na)us 
iiter]>retation has also b(‘en placed on his works 
ti'i’oad. Now is the time to connect those tnmds 
Old to enable the world at large to a])preciat,c 
s'lbindranath in the proi)er p'cuvs pec five. 11 we 
-iicceed in doing so, all the tremendous energy 
md enthusiasm which has be(m generated tor this 
' lebration of Tagoia' (fentenary all oxer the 
' '>rkb and particularly in India, will have been 
Liitful in one way. To this end, r>engalis have 
! very special obligation. This is a debt wliich 
’ e must discharge' on this occasion in honoui’ ol 
be ])erfeei, man who interpreted us to the W(.)rld 
'id to ourselxes. The S^tkhtJ Bhat'af 
^ihilt/(( Scnuntdait which provided a brilliant 
irtain raisei* in Bombay and was attendc'd l)y a 
rge number of the celebrated writcaos and edu- 
itionists of foreign countries has done some- 
hing the im])act of which will be realised by us 
lore and more. The deep and thoughtful 

ddresses, articles on diflku'ent as])ects of 
laliindranatlr s versatile genius approached Irom 
he different angles by intellectuals who have 


studied the subjects in spilt' of tht' barrier of 
language are themselxes an ('loquent and abiding 
]>roof of the utility of such celebrations. 

The value of this imagt' is all tht' gr't'ater 
becaust' t)f the fact that aliroad Rabindranath 
aroiist'tl at hrst only an intellectual curiosity on 
account of the sudtlen jiublicity ht' I't'ct'ivt'd as the 
winnt'r of the Nobel Prizt'. Manx' reatlt'rs in 
diffei'ent couidries found his xxritings xagut' and 
elusive in thought atid remote in form anti 
imap;e)w. Nt)t manx' xxert' tht' })eo])le who found 
in his xx'ritings the joy of discoxcry, the refresh- 
ment that comes from contact xx ith anotht'r order 
of mintl. But leading intt'llt'ct uals like (muni. 
Keyserling (piickly realist'd tfiat lit' was tht' most 
arresting ligiirt' in tht' mission of bringing togt'- 
th('r t)f tht' East and tht' West which is the most 
di*amati(‘ anti iierhajis the most im))ortant t'vent 
t>f tills century, fit' ])repart'd the biadgt' bt'twc'en 
two cix'ilizations as fai* apart as ixissiblt' and 
enabled the world to admit the value of the 
achievements of both sections of the world and of 
the sijiritual and artistic resources supiilit'd by 
dix'crsity of t (‘mpt'rament. 


To the average t'ducated man of the West, 
it is dihicult to aiijirt'clatt* the ultirnatt' basis of 
(udental religion, jjhilosopliy and civilization. Idit* 
languagt' the imag'ery and the approach of these 
are uncompromisingly exotic to him. But in 
Rabindranath he found a nt'w iireacher xvho in- 
terpreted the dec'pest and most characteeristic 
thoughts of ancient world with such clarity and 
sincerity that no})ody could miss his essential 
mi'ssage. Noguchi, th(‘ celebrated Ja])an( se j)oet, 
had attacked him for his anti-imiierialist huma- 
nism when Japan startl'd its imperialistic career. 
But Jaiian itself has outlived that sense of hosti- 
lity to him and has noxv realised th(' value of his 
message. 


( 11^0 ) 


('a'-i* fil' |)(Kst -Hitler ( leiTiiaiix', for 
iiislaiiee. A youiii*: I)oct()i' f)f ]^hi)oso|)h\ from 
H(‘rniany (•xpf'iined to us in the Ia)nil)ay celeljra- 
tious how the philosophy of Jlahiiidi’anath has 
(‘iiah)(‘d \'oimp: s(‘ok(‘rs of siiiwixal in his war 
i'a\ap('(l c(»iiiilry to ohlaiii suslenance and to dis- 
rr)\er a now rnesiiinp in lifo. dkake aj-oun the 
slatcnient of Mi’. N’ornian ('ousins, this illustrious 
iM'itor (if 1 h(‘ ‘Saturday iie\ i<‘W'’ of N(‘\v ^'ork. He 
said thal durinp tho unproef'deuit ed jioriod of dej)- 
rossion in his e<)untr\ in the tliirt(‘os, \’ounp''men 
lik'o liini found a in \'/ nusininy in life and in spite^ 
of tile ylooni thal spread around, writiny:s of 
Uahindranat h e;i\ o I hem ylinijises of a world 
vvhieh re\ i\a‘d in 1 lie lioart of ])oopI(^ like him the 
liopi' and ultiniat.(‘ ('maneipat ion from al)sorption 
ill niatm’ial interests, ('onsider ap:ain th<’ imat^'(‘ 
r(‘nder(‘(| l)\' Maeinmson, a poet of hadaiid, the 
land (d‘ snows and furies of natina* \vh(‘r(‘ the 
poet of that pra('1iea!l\ unknown eountr\' found 
in tiu' wu'ititiys of Ida liindra nat h a luwv eonc(‘|)t of 
death wdiieh eiiahles people t(- .nir\i\'<*. In this 
eeiineetion we la niemhcu' ttu' introduetion to 
(ii/dt/jdli ill k'ri'iieh writtim h\’ another Xoixl 
Ld i( i‘((t 1 1 ', Aidli( (idh, wlio wroti' thal lu* had not 
eonu' aeiats-; sucli (hap and laeaiitiful h\’mns on 
deatli in tlu* literatiii’i' of an\' otlun* (*onntr\'. Hi‘ 
said, thoueh “1 am a model’ll (‘Xiierinumt iiiy; jxxd, 

1 am (ha pl\’ stirr(al !)>' its e;reat ferieal Ixaiuly and 
its profound “pliilosophiear' si^'nifieancae To me 
his p(a'ti’\- i-' the testaimsiit of a iri’<‘at \isionar\' 
who look(aI at life \Ndli siU’iaiity. His ixamis are 
eeinu's from a distant world, ear(\ssiny oin' lan's 
Ih.at ha\(‘ erown tired (almost to tlu' |)oint of 
(haifiU'ss) of t h(' tumult of our xiolent aye. wduu’e 
simpjieit>' lias keen lost in pr( eious so))histiea- 
tion, luaal h> our inseeiirty. lawvihh'rment and 
ftsirs. W’e in tlu' \\ Cst seem to Ix' losiny all ori- 
entation in tile waudd, wa' fumble ai’ound yas])iny' 
at sineatioiis, fads and half-tiaiths w’hieh liriny 
us eonstant uin’(‘st and insiiiia e\ er-ivew doulits. 
What a soothiny ('xpt'rieiua' for our restless s('lves 
to turn to Tayore and. tiiul in his work a fotal \'it'w 
of man .and his jiiedieanKUit in tlu‘ iinix’erse.*' It 
is not enouyh for j^eoph' to realise vayuely and 
eanerallx- that the H.ist has nnieh to teach th(‘ 
W'est in t lu' wa.\' of a broader and riehm* interpre- 
tati(ui of both di\ine and human lyuasoiiality. 
'fhis thoiiykit has come to many a W’estern intellec- 
tual but Hiu luwx' io>' (»f life and the mwv messaye 


of life and harmony which Rabindranath’s poems 
in jiarticular have brought to the waarld abroad 
are the abiding forces which will make the worak 
])()(‘t live through the centuries. Often peojrlc 
have said that it is the elements of mysticism and 
spiritualism which make his waitings immortal. 
Hut this is only a partial truth, often expressed 
without realising that a much greater basis of 
immortality lies behind his wTitings. the efflores* 
ceiice of a i)erfect man. 

’Phe world aliroad was once surprised that 
Raln’ndi’anath did not see in th(’ most brilliantly 
liglited city in the ANorld so much of wonder as he 
would ha\'(' been seen in a lotus bud. They w’ef’(' 
also sLiriirised that In his mild ascetic waiy, he 
charged th(' t\'est wdth indilfereiice to spiritual 
thiig’s. hi r(‘|)l\’ critics pointed to India, a defea- 
ted and compienHl nation, as the iiroof of the 
tallac)- of Rabindmmith's jireachings. He ans- 
wered that “th(' dust in which India’s peoi)les havi' 
been bowed is sacred while the l)ricks with W’hich 
we. and the W’est build jialaces of our temporal 
l)rid(‘ nrv accurscxl.” (Article by Bailey Millard, 
famous Annu’iean writer and historian in 1916). 
No wonder AVill Hui’ant in jiresenting his wadl- 
kiiown bonk “The ('ase tor India” to Ralhndranath 
wrot(‘ “You are the laaison why India should la' 
fi’(‘e.” 

Ind'imd morn than ourselves, the best ele- 
ments in the woidd at large- ha\’e made a more 
comiireliensive analysis of Rabindranath. As tlm 
lbh\ersity of Paris at Sorbonne expressed in it 
homag(‘ to him during the P)onil)ay celebratioiw 
“h(\ more' than aii\’ oth(U’, understood that such a 
rmnwval should jiroceed from the bringing t(- 
geth(U’ and harmonizing of the ideals of the EasT 
and of th(‘ W est ; his objeet wais pirecisely t<' 
creati' that modern humanism which bears wdthin 
itsidf the deeix'st forces of the human being t" 
whom nothing that is Ixxiutiful, great and nobk 
is unknown. Of this total humanity, Tagore wa: 
himself a moded : an incom|)arable i>oet, a subtk 
noxelist, a dramatist, a versatile artist, he wa: 
.•dso a ])hiloso])her and a thinker engaged on the 
social and political problems of his time.” The 
I’cpresentative of France also acknowledged that 
Prof. Sylvan Levi I'eturned w’hat tribute of grati 
tude is owed lyv all the students of the W'Orld te 
Raln'ndranath as ;in educationist, who, better than 
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ally other knew how to translate into imperish- 
able torms the universal aspirations of the soul to 
lieauty.” The Director General of UNESCO also 
acknowledj?ed in his homage that with his 
message Rabindranath “was and remains a 
Ciini to UNESCO.” When we call him (iinif- 
tlcva we should rever in our mind “the breath 
of vision, immense sensivity and intense love of 
humanity and a burning- desire to realise the noble 
dream ot brotherhood of man.” (From th(' 
Homage of the UNESCO). 

Alas, ths concept of the uni\'ersal brotiier- 
hood of man has often received big shocks and no 
wonder the English poet llichard Church has 
yix en out a cry of anguish that it is ])robable that 
the storms which raged in India and also the 
wtiole world including the last World War, might 
liave hastened 'Jhgorehs passing away. Poet 
(hurch thinks that surely the “serenity of 
Pabindranatlrs spirit survived after that and he 
vovnl out of the world as he came into it — a man 
marked b\' a serene balanc(‘ of mind and emotdon 
moving with a quiet aulliority to assured purjaoses 
that were unshaknm by criticism, disappointment 
and adversity,” 

In one of his letters, Rabindranath wrote to 
Idlmhirst that he carried an infinite space o( lone- 
liness around his soul. 'Idiis is a sad note which 
is probably inevitable for a man who yeans to l)e 
Hie com])lete man, the perfect man. The signi- 
licant thing is that all such yearning did not re- 
duce him to the despair which too often ov(‘r- 
clouds the sunset of many great men’s lives. He 
t omained to the end illuminated by his [)assionate 
ixdief in the final gloi*y of man. As Karel 
lonckhere, a national poet ol P>elgium observed, 
"the Flemish poets said of Ral)indranat}i that his 
vide prophetic figure tii’ouglit a message to the 
H ost to make them lietter through word, song 
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and brotherhood.” Wherever he went, his Christ- 
like figure was hailed with reverance and devo- 
tion. Ilis march through fhe world was a pro- 
cession of triumph t)ut it is uot the cheers of the 
millions oi* the ecstatic notices in the press that 
will keep his dame alive through the centuries. 
As tile Uni\au\sity of Oxford acknowledgx^d so 
completely in its homage to him, he is “the 
myriad-minded poet and writer, the musician 
famous ill his art, the philosopher proved in both 
word and deed, the fervent upholder of learning 
and sound doctrine, the ardent defender of public 
liberties, one wiio by the sanctity of his life and 
characl(‘i' has own for himself the i)rais(‘ of all 
mankind." 

Th(' ( ’zechoslovakian Writers’ Lbiion has sent 
us a message high-lighting the poet’s struggle 
for humanity, resp(‘ct for tlie inner life of man, 
for his sufferings and for his destiny. Indeed 
ih(‘ world may conu' to an end but not a V)()et’s 
messag(‘. It would only be |)r()])er if the finishing 
touch to the image of the world ])oet al)roml is 
given b\' a national poet of Spain JUAN PEREZ 
CRECS. 

You will live forevei’ 
insi)ite of that day ol‘ sorrow 
when must come to an end 
everything in llu^ world. 

When will be no more the Canges 
When the sea will turn into earth 
When the earth will turn into a \uoIent 

ocean. 

Like the sun, like the stars 
Illuminating all, 

Emerges forth thy figure 
Immortal, powerful. 

Oh, poet of the poets ! 

Rabitidranath Tagore ! 


ru. 
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As a lyric* ixk.'I I'ayoi'c has no (Mjual in world, 
pc rha])s, as a sony; coniposoi' la* lias la. eciual in 
the* world. Pca'liajis, as a |)c>at ho has ociirsls. 
As [I short stoi’N’ vvritoi' he* is ])C'rhaj)S anions Iho 
y;r«'aic‘sl that tho world has known. As a 
jiainlor la^. slsirlod c'xplorin^^* i lic' pc)ssihilit ios c)J 
jiainlinK wlasn la* was wall o\'or (>() — in all thesse 
ditroi-ont tiohls la' has k'l't hi:’, slain]), la* has loll 
the' mark of hi;s ;ichio\’oniorit s and onric-lasd Iho 
cultural lu'ritay:o not only of India, not onl\' o1 
Asia, hut oj' tho entire' woihd. 

I would like to write' of Tag'oi'c' tfu' man who 
hol))od to sha])c' oui* oconomic idc'als and jirinciplos 
and proyrammos, Tajuirc' who hc'Iiii'd n.'; to con- 
cc'i\c' our polilics in that yoiu'i'oas and cosm<*poli- 
tan and humanitarian wa\', \Nhich wo liolic'X’o is 
tho ha.''is ot t lie' political altitude* and ])olilic*d 
pi'oyi’ammc' ot our c*onnlr\’. I wash to write* ot 
Tayore', tho educationist, Tayoi'o the* e'e'onomic 
tldnke-r, and d’ayore' tho political jihilosojilie'is 

iMlucation is the' foundation of socie‘t\’ ; the* 
te'achrrs of to-da\’ are tho arhile'rs ot the* de'stiiiy 
of soe'ie'ty of to nioe'row' aiiei tho day atte*r. How 
me'ii are* Isaiiie’el, what are the* ideals the'y imhihe' 
what is tile* t>p(’ of characte'r that is de'\a‘lope‘d : 
wind is the' kind ol knowleslye' that is imparle'd 
to them ; wh;d are the* dise'ijili lie's throuyh whie'h 
the‘>’ yo ; what is the* wa>’ in which their mind is 

fornu'd ; the'si* are' the* thinys whie'h are yoiny 

1o sh:ii)e' the' ele'slinie's e)f the' countrie's of the* 
world and tlie-ir iiit e'r-re'lat ions with one* aiiothe'r. 
And al the' \ e r\ oidse't I must sa\’ that 'raye)i*e''s 
iele'als ol' e'duc'itioii iiKirke'el in semu* ways a i'e'\<<- 
]ution:ir\' elrinye' from tile* past, a re'volut ieiiviry 
cliauj’t' and \'e't with a continuit\' e)l tradition. 
Tayore* was oiu' of those' wise' men wlio holie'vod 
that re'\(»hdions are' suce'e'sstid onl\' it the'y are 
continuations of the' |):ist. A i’e'\‘olut ion which 
se'oks to hroalx aw;i\' eoni] )le't e'ly from oiu'ks jiast. 
anv re'Nohdioii whie'h ek'nie's tradition, ultimat'e'ly 
de'fe'ats it.sc'lf. And rox’olutions are successful 
wlion all tho values of the past are re-discovered. 


Tagore was no Obscurantist 

HUMAYUN KABIR 


are taken Uj) and are re-sh;i])ed according to the 
ne'oels of changing times, or reformed to meet the 
dornands of the now^ age. And Tagore was in 
that sense essentially an ediicationa] reveilution- 
ary. lie had an 'educational career which did not 
go tlirough the noimial coui’se. He finished 
school hut lie* did not yo x e r\- much beyond school 
and he found the routine' of the school, in parti- 
cular the dull imiiosition of text books and its 
e'onformity to a numlier of subjects in wdiich he 
xvas not intoj'cstoek too much for his spirit, too 
niuch for his mind, and he felt that his mind 
xx’ould not blossom in that xvay. And wdiat really 
hurt him most xxais that tliis e'ducation was divor- 
ce'd from the immediate liackground of our social 
life', it was dixeu'ced from oui* cultural traditie.ins, 
and, me)st im|)oi'tant of all fe)i' Tagore, it had no 
ce)ntae*t xvith nature. 

'rage)re beliexeel that education must develop 
the pe'rsonality of the* e'hild in the context of 
nature' and allow the chikl to de'velop in tune xvith 
it. lie xxaiute'd to alloxv the e'hild te) imbibe the 
be'auties of nature, to alloxv the expanse of the 
sky, the eiuietne'ss of the exa'ning and the promise 
of the morning, tlu' scintillating beauty of the 
slai's and Die radiance* o1‘ tlu* Sun xvhen it rises 
to i)('rme‘ate the* pe'ix'smalitx’ exf the child ; so that 
yraduallx’ these' thinys l)e'canie a paid of his tx'ing, 
anel there xvas harmone*y in his ima'r nature as 
there is harmonx’ in the' world outside. Tagore 
kne'xv that tlu're are clas'-'es anel conflicts in the 
xxe)rkl outside but he* also kne'xv that these clashes 
and ce>nfiicts are alxva>’s tiirdly e)vercome, and 
the're' is a laryei’ harmonx' in xxhich the smaller 
clashi's and coidlicts abvays find the'ir ]dace. And 
there'feU'e' he thouylit that the intelk'ct shoidd lie 
de've'lopv'd, the emotions should lie de'veloped vexli- 
tiem and xvill-iioxvei* sheiuld lie ek'x eloped and all 
the're' shoidd be done' through actixity of many 
kinds. Tagore did not believe in any narre)xv 
e eliu'at ional ieletds. ITc* did not think that only 
Art makes a pro]ier education. He diel not think 
that only Mathematics xvould give a proper edu- 
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cation. He did not think that only Science would 
oi\e a proper education. lUit he helieved~and 
he tried to carry out his beliefs in his school 
uliich he started in 1901 — that all these dilfei'ent 
aspects of the chikrs personality must develo]) 
jairnioniously. He was one of the earliest edu- 
cational thinkers in recent tirncas who emphasized 
acli\ity as an essential principle of education, 
ill many ways these ideals have been shared by 
]K()iile in Western countries as well, and also in 
our country. I Jut Tapmre’s S|)ecial contribution 
\'/as the emi)hasis on harmony, th(‘ emjihasis on 
lailance, the emphasis on all-sidcal development ot 
liersonality, so tiiat no one asiieci was sul)merp:ed, 
no one aspect wais sacriheed to devcho]) any other 
a-pect. For liini beauty must be moral, and 
morality must be imbided with the sprit of 
beauty, and in this w^ay, truth, b(‘ant\' and r*nod- 
ncss — these were three values which he sou^^lit 
to fuse in his educational idmils. 

May I now turn to da^-ore‘s coiitribiition to 
our economic life ? Oiu' ot the Ihin.ys ot which 
modern India is jiroud, one of the thinic^ alioiit 
which we have great hope — some i)rid(‘ in the 
achien'ement that lias already Ixani maden and 
dill greater hoiies in the promise' which they hold 
— is what wo call the community de\-elo})numt 
lirogramme. This iirogramme has Ix'couk' a 
sNunbol of hope in the villages. He said that 
Olio of the misfortunes of the modern ag(* has 
beeni that Shreo, grace' lieauty has le'1 1 the 
villages. The village is bei'el’t eif grace, bcia'It 
of beauty, liereft^ eit culture. MoeU'rn culture has 
heeaime primarily urban. The very \\'ord “civili- 
zatioir^ stows that it has something to de) witt 
cities, anel in the modern age, this ce)ncentration 
on cities has become even greater than it wets in 
the past. And the result is that thre)ughe.)ut the 
world there has been a drift of the abUn* m(*n, ot 
th(' more imaginatixe uk'h and women, ot men 
and women ot will and is ion away Irom rural 
areas to the towns. And the consequence of that 
has been that village life has become even more 
impoverishet. There is to-day a gieat g’ap) bet- 
ween the town and the village, and in spite ot 
the admonitions ot many great men, ot Rusk in 
some too years ago, and of Tolstoy, and Mahatma 
Gandhi, that people should go back to the villages, 
nobody goes back to the villages. And blight 


hoy, any bi-ight girl who gets an opportunity of 
coming from the village' to the town likes to stay 
lliere. 

Tagoi'e realised this and Tagore said that this 
vicious circle' can be broken not 'by admonition, 
not by sperdxing in lyric terms about the beauties 
of village life, but b\ traustormiiig the villages, 
by changing the i)attern of rural life, by making 
the x'illages more' like towns, so that the gre'at 
ipq) which e'xlsts to-day belweeii x illage' and town 
is gi'adually oNorcomc. re'oj^le' come away from 
the villages l)ee'aiise the' xillage's ele) not give 
oppoid nnitie's ot eehication, do not give opi)o]'tuni- 
t ie's ot service, do not give oi)portunit ie's e)t 
tlir de've'lopnient ot |)( rsonalitx'. ddu'X' elo not 
ha\'e' the health se'rvice'S, the sanitary sei’xices, 
the commiinie'ations and hnndreels ot other things 
which make the* town siicli an at tract i\'e' place tor 
the young man and woman ot to-da.w And Tagore 
said that this can he' change'd only it village lilo 
is reconst rued e'd, onl.X' il e'diicnt ional lacililie's are 
the'i'C, lie'alth sc'cvie'cs are there, eommunications 
are* inipi*o\’eeb wator snppl\’ is in'oxbeie'd in an ade- 
epiate nu'asure, water siipi)ly ot sutlie'ie'iit quality 
and sLiliicient (plant ily. Only it there are' o])por- 
tunitie's ot sc'i’vice', only it Ihe're is opportunity 
ot the tulk'st exi)r(‘ssion ot iie'rsonality will 
ine'U and women stay in 1 he^ village's. And the 
|)rogramme' which we' haxe undertakeMt toelay, 
this comnuinity eleve'lopment i)rogramme xvhich 
l)e'ing acce'i)ted l)y many other eountric'S ot the 
xv()rld, is a direct outconK' e)t this axvareness. 
This i)i‘ogramme is ot s])ecial imiiortance^ in all 
the' less e'conomically deve'loiied eoimtries ot Asia 
and Ati'ie'a, tor it is e'hanging the^ pattern ol I'ural 
lite' by bridging the gap, it not e*(»mi)l('t e'ly l)riel- 
ging the gap, at least minimising the gap, 
hetxve'e'u rural and urban conditions. 

The condition ot village housing is so bad 
that xxe are', ashamed ot it. The condition ot 
planninp; ot roads, ot water supply in the xallages, 
is completely inade'qnate. For over 3,()0t) years 
it has continued like that, but in the course of 
t,he last te'ii years since India became Fre'c — a 
massive' eitort is being made to change idl that 
and to reca])tiire the old spirit, to liring back con- 
elitions where rural sanitation may compare with 
that ot in urban areas, to bring water sui)ply to 
villages where there was no supply before, to 
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translonn nielhods oj' ayricultui'e, tu build new 
.svKtem.s ol rui-al economy and rural finance. 
And all thi.s ^oe.s under the name of the commu- 
nity development programme, and that is why it 
is ti ])i in wc have so niuch hojie 

and f]’om which we (sxjiect so much. 

1 wish to reler to one other tdemenl in this 
ecoiioniic ideal oi Ta^>:ore. Ta^’^ore was no ohscu- 
lantist. lie knt'w that the day o! tlu' machine 
had come, lie knew that ('ven thoui^h handi- 
cialts had Ihcdi' \'a]u(‘, that some of the most 
))eautilul Ihinj^s ha\'e been done in lh(^ ]:>ast 
throuyh sluau' manual lal)oin’ and manual skill, 
he knew that in tlu^ modern world, if you are 
]>i‘o\'ide tlie sei‘\'ices Jor millions of liuman being’s, 
th(^ machine will ha\'(‘ to be used. All that 
dayman wanted was that the nundiine must be tht‘ 
sla\’'(‘ ol man, not his master. And h(^ accepted 
t he machiiK' Jreely and without an\' mental reser- 
vation whatso(‘\er. The* patteim of economic 
civilization which we are seeking' to d'evelo]) 
in India to-da\' is in conformily with the ideals 
ol I a^'oiaa 11 is an (‘conomic pattern in which 
hea\’y industr\' will go sidt* l)y side witli con- 
sumei* industries, a ])a1t(Mm in which there may 
bc' certain tivides, certain types of industry, 
ceilain Ix'pes ot commerce, in which there will 
be puldic control and i)ublic mana^enumt, but sid(‘ 
by side there will be other sj)heres ol' economic 
acti\ity which wail be left to the initiative and 
Ireedom ol tlu' individual. This pattern of mixed 
econonr\', is something- which Tagore thought of 
some no years ago and througti his example and 
iiduition stressed so long as lived. 

And now finally, 1 come to his cont I'ibution 
to our political ideals. The tw’o main elements 
are his impact on the foreign policy and his con- 
tribution to the conception of the onstitution. 
Our torcign policy, evei* since India became Free, 
has been a policy of tiarinony, has been a 
])olicy ot reconciliation. Not that we have 
not made mistakes, not that ^ve claim that 
we have alwa.ws been right, not that wc 
have not occasionally lapsed from our ideals, 
witli iiW the power at our comand, we have endea- 
xoui'cd with all t^e earnestness that we have to 
create friendship wdth our neighbouring countries, 
and also countries far away and distant. In this 


wax', India has sought to make a contribution 
creating in this world a little more of harmoi 
than existed bet ore. And this is the ideal whi( 
Tagore taught, Tagore was the first gn'eat inte 
nationalist in India in the modern age. Aft 
llaja Itam Mohan Hoy, who went out in [ 
earlx' decade of the last century, Tagore xx\as tl 
lirst great Indian xvho xvent out as an Ambassadi 
ot (foodxvill. And he came as an Ambassador i 
(kyvlon, he went to Malaya, he went to Ind 
nesia, h(^ xvent to Ilurma, he xxa^nt to Ind 
(’hina, lie xvent to China, he went to Ja])an, 1 
xvent to Kuroiie, he xvent to Africa, he went ^ 
North America and he went to South Americ 
In fact, if was after man.x' centuries that r 
Indian of liis status went out again with tl 
message of goodwill, harmony and friendshi 
And one siiecial feature in this was that f( 
alrnosl 200 xa^ars our eyes have been turned t< 
xx'ards the Wt‘stern xvorkl. We looked at all pia 
blerns through Hritish spectacles. Europe hi 
given us much. Europe brought to India a ne^ 
scientific outlook, a nexv sciemtific temper, an 
brought al)out tlu' I’enaissance wdiich has resulte 
in Indian freedom. But nex^ertheless this in- 
pact of Europe also restricted us because som 
ot our contacts xxu’th our nearest neighbour 
xvei‘(‘ lost lor a xxdiile. We had age-long connec 
tions xvith Afghanistan with Iran, with ("eyloi 
with Burma, xvith Malaya, with Indonesia, wit 
Indo-China, with (Tiina, with Japan, W'ith Arabii 
xxdth F.gx^pt, and for about a hundred xw^ars ou 
relations xvere almost in a state of suspense 
Tagore xvas the first great Indian in recent time 
xvho revived this contact, and our foreign polic; 
is folloxving it up. We want friendship and colla 
boration. the closest co-operation with our neigh 
hours to our East and to our MTst, to our Nortl 
and to our South. 

Before conclusion I would like to refer t( 
Tagore’s contribution to our constitution. 
belief is that this is perhaps hte richest an'( 
deepest contribution to our nation and politica 
life. Our constitution is essentially a Federa 
constitution, a federal constitution in which th( 
value of exery language is recognised, a federa 
constitution in which the value of every comma 
nity is recognised, a federal constitution in whicl 
the value ot every religion is recognized, a federa 
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constitution in which every race is honoured. 
Tayore, some 60 years ago, wrote that if God had 
so ^vished, he could have made all Indians speak 

0] i( language. Why India alone ? He could have 
ninile all Indians speak one language. Why 
India alone ? lie could have made the whole 
woild speak one language. Hut the very fact 
Hint there are in the world so many different 
languages, the very fact that in India there are 
so Miany different languages, so many different 
lint terns of civilization, so many different (lower- 
nigs of culture, suggests that there is a divine 

1) urj)ose in all this diversity, theix^ is a divine 
puipose in this multifariousness of life through 
\vlii('h the individual expresses himself. Tagore 
sand some 60 years ago the unity of India has 
been and shall always be a unity in diversity, a 
unity in which t‘very languag;e will get. its place 
of honour, a unity in which every religion shall 
get its place of honour, a unity in which every 
rat e shall get its place of honour. And Tagore 
Wcis 1‘ight, for history also teaches us that 
i\lnarever there had been this kind of diversity 
of peoples, tliere has been a richer culture, and 
wiicrever there has been any attem|)t at regi- 
rru Illation, wherever there has been any attempt 
at t'ffacing the peculiar I'lersonality of any group 

any community within a country, the whole 
taiiiiitry has suffered. 


Another, and in many ways an equally great 
gift of Tagore is our National Anthem. Of the 
many things of which India can be proud about 
Tagore, 1 believe this is in essenci' the richest. 
Every country is proud of its National Anthem, 
and rightl.N' so. There ai'e even National Anthems 
where thert‘ are references to hatred, to conflicts 
or there is joy in triumph over ihe sufferings of 
some body else. In our National Anthem, which 
is not a National Anthem for India alone, l)ut a 
religious h\min for all mankind, there is no sug- 
gestion of clash or conflict anywhere. It starts 
Jiiua Cdiia M(in(( Adh hia iidka, an invocation to 
the Lord of th'(‘ heart of all the peoples of the 
world, not the people of India alone. It seeks 
welfare for North and South. It acclaims the 
Lo!*d of the heart of the peoples of the world, as 
the arbiter of India’s destiny. And this song 
reflects the ideal of Tagore, the idc^al of Tagore 
in politics, where there shall be live and let li\'e, 
where there shall be friendship and co-opera- 
ton, where there shall be mutual regard and 
respect, where there shall be endeavour and co- 
operative construction for building a world where 
every single individual, whether he lives in 
Fairope or America, whether he lives in Asia or 
Africa, every one will be guaranteed the dignity 
of a man, the rights of a civilized man to live 
in a civilized world. Tins is Tagore’s message. 


/ /('// tlhd I liiiii foil Hi ! Diy i i liyioii 
(it List, ///c’ icIisiioH of Man, i>i lohioli 

dll' infimlc In'idiiK' ilifimut in hiiiiiiiiiitv. 

(ind ( Villi' i losi' to nic ws to 
need my loTe and eo-ope rat ion . 

The Retipion of Man 

The indioidnat man must exist 

for Man the preat. and must express 

him in d isi n te rested works, in 

seienee and ph ilosoph \\ in literatni i' and arts 

in serrioi' and loorship. 


To hoe the tife oj yooitness is to 
tree the life (\l idt . Tti iisii i e is foi 
(>in \ ViK'iiself] hut pihhines\ is loneerned 
with the happiness id att humanity and 
fiv odt lime, 

— Sad liana 

When a man does not realise his kinship 
with the world, he trees in a fa ison-honse 
whiise walls ‘Or idien to him, when In' 
meets ihe eternal spirit in all (>hierls, 
then is hi' e ma in i pa ted . 


1 he Relipion of Man 


— Sadhana 



The Ouintessence of our culture 

B. N. BAY CIIOWDHURY 
Ua jd of SdiiiosJi 



Onck 1 lYlt \hv mig-hliesl surprise of my life 
I'eadiiip- li('\(U’lev Nichols (U'scrihe liahiudranalh 
d'aKC)re as a “minoi' i)()(d." Ilai'dl.v ev(U' has aiiy- 
))«)(!> come acj'oss such an asl ouudiujjf statement 
ni cold jji'inlor ('\'en anything that coidd touch 
the rriny:(‘ of sucli a i)oid i*at ure. And yet, 1 set 
about analysing: the truth, or I’ather the untruth, 
oi such a tantastic notion and th(‘ more J did so 
tli(‘ cleartn- and bolder stood th(‘ stature and 
yo nius of this pn-eat Poet of Poets. 

T]\o earliest day of my life that I can remem- 
b(n', lher(‘ came iloat iny; a soii^* into my ears which 
janadraled cka^]) iido my soul and has held 
me in thrall ovvv sinccs It was a strange, 
simpU' song, a song that the young Bengali 
cowh(‘rd bi‘ealhed through his frail, bamboo 
tlag(‘olet, — a song that had the fragi-anc(‘ 
ol Pt'iigars paddy titdds and rain-swept mango 
groxes, — tlu' coolness of' h(‘i' moon-blanched 
jughts and (he soft ni('lod>’ of lier noble (hinges ! 
^ i)hant om- song was Babindi’anat h 

ragor('’s ! To mibions of Bengali hiairts, that 
song i/aine Ihsding; likt'wiscs Its joys and lamim- 
t at ions, its pliilosophy and wisdoni, its |)assion 
and ])athos, its message and call had the sanu‘ 
abiding inlliaaice on the lixes of exei’y on(‘ of us 
in e\ ('r\- xvsdk of life. W o cannot wei p without 
hnnnning a note of it ; we cannot lo\'(‘ without 
chanting a line from it ; w (' cannot iiride without 
gixing a thought to it ; we fetd no ins|)iration 
without its xibi’ations in oui’ liosinn ! 

A minor striaim can oid>' fertilise a small 
acnaigia whik' a nughtx’ laver pc*rennially inspires 
and iin))r(sss(\s tlu^ whok\ wide world with its rich 
and laaieticent gifts to civilization and humanity. 
It is never forgot tern as old men forget, for such 
a I'ixei’ is all thing- to man. Such are the Nile, 
the ^kinglsi' and tlu‘ (hinges. They move and 
turn through et('iaiit>^ in their oxx'ii gi’and style. 
(hu‘ cannot stop tliem any niori' than one can stop 
Tinus They tloxx' like the ages of man and 


Tagore’s [loetry flows likewise xxithout “t 
changelessness,” as VV. P. Yeats once said of i 

Babinpranatti is a seer and a sage, I 
to rule the hearts of men and lead them f 
dai-kness to light, from ignorance to knowle 
In a world of ever-changing tastes, ex’er-tumb 
values and eviu-tleeting forms, the intellec 
truth and moral beauty of ddigore's poetry ren 
indght and uidarnished : the x ery quintessenc 
our culturt‘ and cixdlization. llis message 
universal at)peal ; his fame is international, 
yet, there is an undercurrent of all that is f 
cally Bengali in his tlKunes. What my yc 
and the youth of the rest of my countrymen 
to Tagore’s i)oetry is impossible to desci 
Think xvhat flit' ski(\s would look without the s 
or th(‘ garden without its flowers. It wouk 
hax e been lileak and arid xvithout this com for 
oasis. 

It is in the Poet’s xvonderful writings 
xve come into toucdi with the more |)erma 
values of lift , such as Dtaith, Bove and all 
which, whether of Nature or of Art, lireathes 
sulilime es^^ence of Truth and Humanity, 
sujireme and infallible ttssl of our love and d 
tion for Tagore lites in the;fa(‘t that we deligt 
imitate his handxvriting ; xve freely steal froir 
works ; xve try eagerly to boi’row his manner 
siieech, — in fact, xve haxe an uncontrollab’s i 
to feel, suffer, laugh, xveei), love and hate ^ 
this unique and super-stmsitix'e soul, for i 
assured’.y do fhest^ from tlie svuithesis of Bei 
life and culture. 

Babindranath shall not die, for the m 
mtuit of his glory is — 

” . . . . Moi’e lasting far 

than bronze, and loftiei’ than the royal 

Of Pyramids.” 



The 


Poet’s Republic 

A Typical Tag^orc Letter 


“PLA^rO ihrcaleiiGcl to banish all 
frc.nri his liopublic. WnS it in 
lily i-f in anp'Cf, 1 wonder ? Will our 
.!i:!i;;!i Swnraj, vvlieii it comes to exist, 
;a.-s ;i deportation order against all 
'i.vl: Ir -s ci’eatii I'os who are ])ursiiers 
if |)liantoms and fashioners of dreams, 
/diw lied her dig noj- sow, bake nor 
II,!, spin nor darn, neither move nor 
uiM'i'il j-esohitions ? 

“I lin.'/e often tided to imagine the 
;i':' l!''(i hordes of poets estaldishing 
Aril own Repidilie in the near neigdw 
■ :;! flood of that of Plato. Naturally, 
;:ii net of reprisal, 1 1 is Kxeellency 
ir. boot President is sure to banish 
I' l l llu^ Rhymei's’ Republic all )>hilo- 
'p'lois and politicians. Just think of 
oiidless })ossibilities aidsing fi-om 
' ii'i - and ti‘nces of these rival Repub- 
poace conferences, deputations of 
'M'’ ''Sc'iilatives, institutions of Inisy 
'I'wtaiies and ])ermaneiii funds liav- 
I (or tlieir object, the liridpti ng‘ (d‘ the 
sid betw'een the two adversaries, 
iir ii think of the trivial accident, 
i I iL-ii \\ bi(di a liopeless young man 
'A a melancholoy maiden, coming 
d 'w tlie opi)Osite territories, meet at 
A-ontier, and owing to the influenct* 
’! An* conjunction of their respective 
''I ' ‘Is fall in love with each other. 

' 'iioi'e is no harm in supposing that 
young’ man is tht* son of the 
d'' uh'iit of the PVnlosophers’ Re 
'A dr, while the maiden is the 
r.s liter of that of the Poet’s. The 
rdi’d.c consequence is the secret 
‘ W’iing of forltidden love-lyrics by 
' osperate youth into the \’ery heai’t 


of the commentaries and (*ontroversies 
of the two conti’adictoi y schools of the 
Jdiilo.s()])liy -the one professed by tlie 
yellow- turhaned sages, in'oclaniing that 
is truth and fu'o is an illusion, and 
the other, wdiich is tlie (loctiim* of tlu' 
green-turl^aned sages asserting thal 
( iro is t rut h and one is an illusion. 

“Then came the day of the great 
meeting, presided over by the IMnloso- 
pher President., when the paiidits of 
the two factions met to fight their dia- 
lectic duels fimdly to decide the truth. 
J’he din of deltates grew into a tiimnl 
tuons hul)l)nh ; tlie supiporters of both 
pia.rties tlireatened violence and 1he 
tlij-onc' of truth was usurped Ity shouts. 
Wlien these shouts were about to 
1)0 transmuted into l.Jow'S, tliei’e 
a])peared in tlie arena the iiaii' of 
lovers wdio, on the night of the iidl 
moon of .April, weie secretly wedded, 
though such iiitei -marriage was 
against ilu^ law. WTum l.liey stood in 
the open pai’tition het\veen the two 
jiart.ies, a siidden liush fell ufion tlu* 
assembly. 

“Ilow this unexpected ;md yet ever- 
to-lte-ex])ect(Hl event, mixed with l('xts 
lilicrally (inoted from the prosci’il>ed 
love-lyrics, ultimately heljied to recon- 
cile the liojielcss contradiction in logic 
is a long story. It is well known to 
thos<‘ who have had the pi’ivilege to 
pursue the subsequent verdict of the 
judges that hoth doctrines are held to 
lie undoubtedly true ; that oih- is in 
//CO, and th(*refore / /co must find itseli 
in o]?c. Idle acdrnowledgment of this 
principle helped to make the inter- 



marriage w'did, and since then the two 
Republics ha\'e sucw'ss fully carried out 
tlieir disarmament, having discoveri'd 
for the lirst time that the gulf between 
ilieiu was i magi iia ly. 

“Such a simjile and hap)iy ending of 
this drama has caused wide-spread 
unemjiloyment aud eonseiiuent feel- 
inpv of disgust, among the vast number 
(d’ sec ret.a I’ic's and missiotia ri(‘s be- 
longing to the institutions maintained 
with the hel]) of ])ei'manenl funds, for 
t ill' ])rea(diing of I Ai iim— those' oi gani- 
zations whiidi wm’e so eiiiu niously piei’ 
feet in Ihinr m;i(di) mn-y that, tliey could 
well affoi'd 1o ig.iiore the i usip.’tii beaut 
fact (.>f their barrenness of result. A 
large numhei’ of these individuals gift- 
(‘d witli ail iiK'radieahle jiassion for do- 
ing .good are joining tin.' oiqiosite- orga- 
nizations, whiidi liave tlieii’ i)erniarient 
funds in order to lieli) them to ])ro\’e 
and to pi’eaeh that two is two and 
ne\’er the twain sliall nioet. 

“That tlie aho\'(' story is a triu' one 
wiil, I am sure, he hoijK* out by tiie 
test.imuuy of (‘ven the august shade of 
Plato liimself. This, (‘pise^de of the 
game of hide-a nd-si.'ck of one in two 
should he sLiup: liy some poi't. ; aud 
therefore 1 I'l-rpiesl you to it, 

with my blessing to Sat.yend ra na t.h 
Dut.ta (tli(‘ famous Rengali poet, great 
ly )ov(‘d and admiii'd by R:i ! n iid ra- 
nat.h Tagor(‘) that, he may s(‘t it in t.h<)se 
inimitaltie \’erse forms of which he is 
a master, and make it, rinp’ with the 
music of Ids hajipy laughter.” 

{From (I IjClIcr to o FriouJ 

/>// inf )<i noth TOfloii) 



Rabindranath 



Tins is thi‘ Dirth Centenary year of Poet 
']'a).^or(‘. }1(^ uoiild ha\ (* la-aelied hnndred if aliv(\ 

I^\ei-y ()i\r (.-xjic'ets tlia1 a man should li\'e upto 
hmidi'ed >'«'ars. This is a genera! desiia*. It 
would ha\ (‘ h(M‘n llie yood fortune of a nation if 
a man lila* Tayfoia* would ha\a‘ livaal so long", main- 
taininjj; a sound j)h>'sifiue and an alert, mind. \\'e 
w})o }iad tlie oppor‘tunit>’ to eouK^ into his (dose 
(•(Uitaet will cherish thi' sao'ed memory. The 
Po(d did not siii’\'i\'(‘ to s<‘(^ his country free from 
tlu^ foreign-yokes If lie \e'as pressemt to-day with 
us pre>l)ahly the' pre-sent e*o!iditie)n of‘ the count r\ 
weiidd liace' paineal him, hut wv would }ia\(‘ hee'ii 
heuiedd t e'd h>^ Ids lihe'ral eiutlook and valuable 
yaddaiie'e^ in oiii' national life. 

Dr. Sarve'palli Itaelhals rishnan elurinjr the last 
Idrth Annix'ersary of tlu' Poe't, cole)>i’at(*el elurinj-e' 
his life' time, said that, “he' is still witli us shows 
that (iod has not ye't forsake'ii us.” \V(‘ can now 
i‘ealis(' t lu^ import of his utte‘ranc(‘s in letter and 
spirit . 

Wdiile writiiiL’ e)n Tayore* thre't' major issue's 
come' to m\' mind : 

(D \\’hat has lu' elone* for his own nation 
and what he' has K'ft to us 

(L!) \\diat has lie' done' fe>r the' people helone:- 
iny to his own laneuaye'-yroiip V — and 

(*>) \\ h\ are' we' pe‘!‘sonall.\ inded)te'd to him ! 

Tlu' last-name'd iti'in vuu only be discussed 
from the' \ie'w -point of jee'rsonal experience's. 
Iteeardiny: the' othe'i' two yn'ater and exhaustive 
issue's, our judgment sliouUl bi' me)i’e I’ealistic and 
lu'e'd not Ih' se'l 1 -(‘ent re'el. l^^irst ol all let us find 
out what Icyacy rayorc hael U'lt le>r his country- 
men as a whole' and from that alone we shall l)e 
able to from an ide'a as to why ]>ee>]>le belonyiny 
to all o\e'r India slioidd Ix' inelebted to him. 

There' I'emains another aspect. Aiiart from 
our pe'rsemal, pro\ incial and national inte'rest or 
(‘ven leaviny aiiai't the eiuestion reyardiny the 
re'lation Tayore had wdth Life, we shall have 
to consider his relation wdth the TTumanity as 
a whole'. For this we shall have to depend em tire 
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people wdio belong to the countries out 
India. The\' will not accept any amount 
brie'fiiiy from us. P>y \isiting foreign count 
outside India or in discussions with foreigner 
from la'ading their viewas on Tagore we 
]’(‘alise th(' esteem and reverence with wdiich t 
treasure the memor\' of Tagore. 

'khe famous American Wddter and Phil 
jdier, Wdll Dui’ant wdrile i)r('sent ing one of 
books to Tagore I’ecorded his compliments in 
follow'ing t(']’ms : “To// ((re ihe rvdsov i 

sjioidd hr 

\V(' can (*asily realise' from this sii 
line' as to how Tagore enhanced our prestig' 
the (*\'es of otln'rs. In Sanskrit there is a t 
ing that if a son is good, his family Ix'comes | 
and th(.' niothei' is jiraised. The correctness 
this sa\ ing is right))' ja'alised from such iiudde 

About dS \'eai*s ago, w’ldle 1 was a stude]i 
I ’a ids, a colleague of mine fi'om Maharash 
obseiwdng the incix'asing popularity of Tagon 
Eui'ope, I'ernaidual that, Rabindranath w^as 
grc'atest Amlyissador wKo could be sent out 
any count iw to foreign lands. Tagorc' 
awarded Nolx'l Prize ten years before that, 
colleague was right. The digidty and res] 
with which all Indians w'ere tiaaited by 
t'ducat('d foix'igners for the ad\’('nt of TagoiX' ’ 
I'ot in any w’a\' lesser in degree than the tia 
ment wdn’ch pi'oiile Ix'Ionging to independ 
(‘ountries usually receive from them. This I 
im'ution from my ])('rsonal experience, 
alone respect, but also the cordiality and fric 
iini'ss which we receixa'd from the foreigners ^ 
due to the great personality of Tagore and 
uni\'ersalism. I can say that e\'en people belc 
ing to Hig Powers like U.K. or U.S.A. 
not always receive such treatment. I h 
narrated many such ex]ieriences elsew-here ; 

1 need not repeat them now. 

For such reasons alone, the modern In 
especially Indians wdio were under the Bril 
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K lie, shall remain grateful to Tagore. Tagore 
(ii,i not charm outside people by an.\dhing sensa- 
ti. iial or thrilling and there lies his greatness. 
Ills universalism and humanism made him an 
(.[jject of pride for India. He conquerred the 
heart of foreigners belonging to different nation- 
alities by his charming personality and pleasing 
manners. 

Let me narrate here a small incident. This 
happened in the presence of my friend, Dr. Kali- 
das Nag. At one occasion when Tagore was stay- 
ing in Paris, Dr. Nag was with him. One day 
TagoiX'. was scheduled to visit a distant place for 
delivering a lecture. A taxi was waiting at the 
hotel door and Tagore was climbing down from 
the stairs accompanied by others. The solemn 
ap})earance of Tagore used to inspire respect and 
lanerence. This also attracted the attention of 
the taxi driver. When Dr. Nag opened the door 
of the taxi, the Driver whispered to eiKpiire the 
identity of the great personage. Dr. Nag in- 
formed him that he was the Great Indian Poet, 
Rabindranath Tagore. Immediately, the cabman 
look his hat off in reverence and opened the door. 
When the taxi reached its destination and the 
peoi)le who were waiting for Tagore took him in- 
side, Dr. Nag came forward to examine the meter 
when to his surprise the cabman suddenly turned 
t he meter out, saying : “I cannot accept the hire 
charges. Please excuse me. I have read sonu^ of 
his works.'' 

Dr. Nag felt amused and enquired the 
names of the books which he had read and 
a])preciated. 

He replied, ‘T have read all his books which 
had been translated into French but 1 liked 
Sorllimm very much." 

With these he drove on. 

I do not mean to say that every taxi driver 
most of them in Paris re^id Tagore. But this 
proves the manner in which the message of 
fagoi>e has reached every corner and even to a 
nr: monman. They remember him with great 
inv I'ence for whatever little they have received 
ii'n n him. Even this respect and reverence for 
hhri amounts to pure love in some cases. The 
i himself desired to have only this love for 
^nn I can say that there was no political signi- 
fcmice, whatsoever, at the bottom of this show 


of resp>ect and endearment to TaguiX‘ or to his 
countrymen. There was only one thing and that 
was his deep humanism and universalism which 
crossed the barrier of nationalism or petty parti- 
sanism and dirty selhsheness. This is how 
Tagoi’e conquered the heart of Universe. He 
loved men and the kn e which was manifest in him 
was not to be found anywhere. Some one has 
said on Rabindranath that he had the '‘most 
stupendous mind of modern times". This is 
correct but with this another line must be added, 
he was one of the greatest lovers of men and in 
that class his name should be placed at Hie top. 
Ho was in one word an image ot Humanism. 

A devotee of Tagore fj‘om Finland has 
written a Sanskrit Poem which means : “East 
shall never meet the West. ; but the Sun which 
rises in the East illuminates the West also. The 
Sun is tar-reaching, sunbeams reach both South 
and North and for that, reason, Oh Rabindra ! 
You should specially worshipped in our country 
in the North." 

Similar exiiressions have been given by people 
from Indonesia, Ijobanon and many other places. 
Someone has somewhere said “He alone is truly 
International who is most intensely National." 
This is a \'ery correct expression indeed ! As 
Shakespeare is the National Poet of England, 
Tagore is the National Poet of the LIniverse. 
Common men in Eiiroiie and America cannot 
coiTcctly realise the import and creed of non- 
violence and non-cooperation of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Even talented people also fail to make a correct 
estimate. They belic've that he only embarrass- 
ed the British people. They had some faint idea 
about Mahatmaji which was somewhat linked 
with the attitude they had about the Indian Yogis 
and Fakirs. It may be mentioned here that there 
were quite a few intellectuals who could appi'e- 
ciate the importance of the message of non-vio- 
lence of Mahatmaji. But Tagore was different. 
People took him as a Poet of their own and 
believed that the tune of their personal sorrows 
and pleasures, love and anguish echoed in his 
poem. 

“One touch of Nature maketh the whole 
world keen." This touch of Nature in Tagore 
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heli)tid him to make the people of the entire world 
his kinsmen. 

Dr. Johnson has written in praise ot the 
English Poet Goldsmith — “He touched nothing 
which he did^ not adorn'’. This is applicable to 
Tagore also. 

Not only litc^rature, there were many othei’ 
aspects in his life, it has been said on SoiJiocles 
that “He saw life steadily and saw it wholly.” 
This fits in Tagore also. He was not a mere 
detached spectator of th(‘ drama of life, he had 
the zest ot life in him. H(^ was a beliexer in Life 
force a]id hci never hesitated to take his full share 
in the hazards ot Life. H(‘ hac( extra literary 
attachments in all branches of fine arts, like 


Music, Drama, Art and Architecture. He had 
intimate role in our national life also, and in t 
current histor\' ot India many pages will have 
be devoted to him. 

Multifacedness is one of the signs of a gri 
life. I have a place in my heart where he 
standing alone face to face with me and win 
there is no room tor any one else. When it com 
to something personal, it is better to renin 
silent. I, therefore, conclude my tribute \vi 
this remark — “77^( hif/hrsf trihifte is* tfw trihu 
(tf SUCHCC.'' 

(Translated trom the original in Pengali) 


— -iiahhni ranaiJi Tagox' io iJic lute l^rc^idoil f), lu’ll , in a r(nn 

f roiii Kali HI }>ov(j, ] udia-J a iic- 1 9/gK 


To-day we stand in awe hefoi-e the feaifully destruelive foiee that has so suddenly 
swe})t the world. Eve]'>' Jiioinent 1 deplore the smallness of our means and feeldeness of 
our voiee in India so utteidy inadequate to stem in the least the idea of evil that has 
menaced the permanence of civilization. All our individual political problems to-day 
have merged into one supreme world of politics which 1 believe is seeking help in the 
United States as the last refuge of spiritual man and these few lines of mine merely 
rally my liope, e\en if unnecessary that she will not fail in her mission to stand against 
1 his univei'sal disastei* that appears so imminent. 


— TAGOUE 


Rabindranath Tagore 

Ivduiti Message to the Modem Worl-d 
PROF. HELMUT G. CALLIS 
UtdversUy of Utah 

Tagore was a giant of the mind ; his stature 
stands out at the crossroads of two ages, tradi- 
tional and modern, and of two cultural worlds, 
Kast and West, surveying both by virtue of his 
(aiiimnice as well as his globe-encircling travels. 
Tha favourable circumstances of ''J'agoreas per- 
sonal and cultural back-groinul enhance rather 
than diminish his greatness, and today, at the 
(loorste)) of the atomic age, both East and West 
still have much to learn from him. 

This |) 0 'et-philosopher was the heir oC an 
(xtraordinary, brilliant legacy. His father, 
l)c\ endranath Tagore (1817-1905), was a thinker 
and scholar of great distinction, a leading perso- 
nality in the Hrahmo Sarnaj (Society of Cod) that 
played so important a role in the renascence of 
flinduism in the nineteenth century and was in 
turn stirred by the impact of Western ways and 
Christian beliefs on Indian Society. The net 
result of the historical blending of Western and 
Eastern thought was a grand synthesis, creative, 
laviieficient, and surpassing the obvious liniita- 
tieiis of Eastern as well as Western pattcu’ns of 
lite and faith. In their serious efl'orts to com- 
dirie the best features of the Christian and 
tlu ir own religion, the de\a)ut men within the 
Hrahmo Sarnaj rediscovered the deepest sources 
'd t heir own tradition as well as cleansed it of 
thr accumulated dust of the ages ; their jdea was 
ler Informing Hinduism of its social aberrations. 
Huder the inspiration of Tagore's father Hindu 
nuiriotheism was revived and many oj Piengal’s 
educated young men gathered to worship, 
in a unique blend of Upanishadic and Christian 
ill: piiration, the one and only true God, Wrote the 
{d( ^ r Tagore : 

My endeavour was to obtain (lod not through 
I'lind faith but by the light of knowledge. With the 
knowledge of the outer world we come to know our 
inner self. . . .the more I thought the more did T 
recognize* the sway of wisdom operating throughout 

the whole world the sun and moon rise the 

wind and rain are set in motion in the proper seasons 
. . . .the child, as soon as bom, drinks at its mothers 



breast. Who taught it to do this V He alone, who 
gave it life..,. It cannot be the design of matter; it 
must 1)0 the design of mind. Therefore, this universe 
is propel h‘d })y the power of an intelligent being. 

During his lifetime and even more so after 
his death, Devendranath, by all standards an emL 
nent father, had one of his strongest suiiporters 
in the person of his world-famous son, Rabindra- 
nath. 

Although Rabindranath Tagore was an 
original thinker, as a poet of life and love he was 
an intellectual descendant of the tenderly sensi- 
tive Vaishnava poets, who in the fifteenth and six- 
teenth centuries gave Indian literature philo- 
sojihical depth as well as subtle colour. Back 
of it all stood, then as now, the monumental 
wisdom of the ancient originators of the Upwni- 
shads, those philosoidiical-religious meditations 
appended as commentaries to the sacred text of 
the Vedas (Rooks of Wisdom probably towards 
the se\Tmth centiu^y R.C. 

It, is tile philoso]diy of fl'e Upiviii shads which 
is renect(‘d in Tagoi’c's religious poems and pro- 
found meditative essays such as those collected 
under the title of Sad liana (Worship in Medita- 
tion). The Sadhana collection, composed of 
selected discourses originally presented to 
Tagore's own students in his school at Bolpur, 
Bengal, has as it-s l)asic theme the manifest unity 
and oneness of the whole universe which under- 
lies the apparent but illusory diversity of all 
natural phenomena. Man's place in this universe 
is not in doubt. Hemmed in by the inescapable 
limits of birth and death, man's reverential 
duty is the realization of his life by love and right 
action. Through love and the austere discipline 
of his will man must learn to interflow with the 
world and be a humble and un-hankering part of 
it. In this, says Tagore, lie peace and real 
happiness. 

There is no better introduction to the 
Upitnishads for Westerners than the works of 
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Tcigore. Tagore stands firmly on the Ki'ound of 
spiritual monism dovoloiied in the ///>«//7/s7iacZ.s', a 
monism which teaches that the essence of our 
soul is identical with tlie very essence of the uni- 
verse. In ofher words, he is convinced with 
William Jilalu^ that “man has no liody distinct 
from his soul and that this world is m^t only 
made hy (iod hut is made o/ God as well.' 
Th(*refore, there can be no real sei)arateness 
God. Natui'e, the outer world, /.s* God and with 
t he knovvkalKe of t he outer world we come to know 
oin* inner self. Our aim must he to enlai^>:e our 
consciousness hy ^^rowin^ with and ^rowin^ into 
our surroundings. 

Tlie only way of attaininj^' truth is throuc:h 
th(‘ inter])en(‘t rai ion of our lieinp^ with all objects. 
To rc‘alize this yn'cat (‘xistinp: harmony Iwdwecn 
man’s spirit and tiie spirit of the woi'ld is the 
basis of Tagore’s teachina:s. It was the very 
sam(‘ (‘iideavoui’ which inspired the forest-dwell- 
inp: sapors of ancient India thre(‘ thousand > 0 ‘ars 
ap*(), I'h’om th(Mi to now it was India’s jioint of 
\dew that we ai*e, in s])ite of ourselves, in har- 
mony wdth nature; that man can “thiidv” lie- 
caus(‘ his thoughts aiv in harmony with “things” ; 
tliat he can use the forces of nature for his 
own ])urpose oidy Ix'causi' his ])ower and intellect 
are in hai’mon>' with the alhi)()wer and intidlect 
which is universal and that thi'refore, in the lonp- 
run, man’s i)uri)ose never can knock aprainst the 
pui'iios-e whicli works thi’ouyh nature. 

Ikirt icipat ion in thi' allness of nature as urp:ed 
h\' Tapori‘ is also tlu' key to personal self-realiza- 
tion. Ik)siti\’ely (‘xi)ressed, true self-fulfilment 
is tlie discovery of our (tod-willed innermost 
natuny our true d'etre, our dharma. 

SinfuliK'ss, on the other hand, is the viola- 
tion of our dluoDia, of our inner law. Yet in the 
search for our true self we easily fall victim to 
illusion. 

To take, rid vantage oi all opportunities for 
self-pratitication and self-apprandizeinent is not 
self-fultilment, nor is it freedom ; for history 
(hunonst rates that those who indnlyed in licenti- 
ous self-yrat itication and self-adoration lost their 
freedom. Truly preat men have always been 
thosi' who have livtul the life of self-sacrifict^ 
and of s(H‘ial sei'vice. The lamp must jrive up its 
oil to tlie ligfh, and thus i>ealize the purpose it had 


in accumulation, in hoarding. This voluntary 
gi\dng up of ourselves is emancipation ; it is the 
true freedom which the Rishis taught, and Buddha 
taught, and Christ. 

In this Vedantic-Euddhist-Christian sense, 
the extinction of selfishness rather than the pre- 
tentious inflation of the ego is the road to fi*ee- 
dom. Seen positively, the extinction of selfish- 
ness is the function of love, which wishes for the 
social good and thus realizes the higher self. The 
state of NirvaHo that Buddha preached, the 
attainment of the Kingdom of God that Christ 
preached, is through love and through love 
only. For lovi' transcends the limits of the i)re- 
s(mt and of the i)ersonal. It is on the side of the 
infinite. Kverything (dse, writes Tagore in 
SadiKOia, raises the question “why.” But when 
we say “I lo\’e” then there, is no room for the 
“why” ; it is the final answer in itself. 
Liberation is possible only through love. Only 
that which is done with love is done freely. Love 
is the positive form of fi’eedom. Its oiiposite is 
compulsion and licence. 

As a middl('-aged man, d’agore became con- 
vinced that education of the sort he proposed— 
(‘ducation of indi\'iduals conscious of their moi’al 
and social responsibility — was the only surv 
nnnedy for the social ills of his time, not only in 
India but in the world at large. This convic 
tion became so strong that he decided to retire^ 
from political activities to dedicate himself en- 
tirely to his school and literary work. Like 
Mahatma Gandhi, he insistexi that he was a 
s]>iritual leader, not a politician. In fact. 
Tagore could hav(‘ said of himself what Gandhi 
so aptly said of his own way of looking at poll 
tics : “If I seem to take part in politics it is onl; 
because politics today encircle us like the coin 
of a snake from which one cannot get out m 
matter how one tries. I wish to wrestle with thv 
snake. ... I am trying to introduce religion int- 
politics.” 

Here again, Tagore was in the best Indiai 
tradition, a tradition inspired by India’s ancieir 
sages and practised in our age by Gandhi am 
Nehru. It is an insistence that social and politi 
cal relations must conform to the standards of 
ethics and humane decency. 

On the estate he had inherited from hi^ 
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Uilher, Tagore proved himself a true friend of the 
!ndian peasants whose simplicity of spirit and 
devotional idealism he dearly loved. He looked 
:(i‘ter the material needs of his farmhands, and, 
as he said of himself, administered “justice tem- 
])ered with mercy.'’ To help them in sickness, 
he ])rivately took up the study of homoeo})athy 
and at any hour of the day or night would 
\ isit the sick and give medicine. Amidst the 
io\’s and sorrows of his peijsants, Tagore so re- 
organized the estate and so influenced his staff 
with a healthy moral tone that corru])ti()n soon 
h(‘came a thing of the i)ast. 

d’hroughout his mature life Tagore was a 
staunch advocate of a society formed and main- 
tained to ameliorate the condition of men. Hut, 
though he always raised his voice for the un- 
fortunate and poor, he would not have support(‘d 
a welfare state fostering a ‘Met George do it“ 
attitude. Tagore always believed in what he 
proudly described as India’s ‘^early ideal of strenu- 
ous self-realization.” He had little r(‘gard ior 
the. gaudily attired snob, but much |)relerred a 
labourer toiling in the sun and rain, who has to 
submit a clear account ot his work and has no 
l)i"eathing s])ace to enjoy himself in plavtul 
frolic.” Man’s freedom, he said, is vrvcr in being 
.sYfced trouble but it is the freedom to fr/Aa' troubh' 
for the common good, which alone makes 1i*eedom 
meaningful and enjoyable. True, there is niuch 
evil in the world, and no life is lived without 
iMenty of troubles and pains ; luut these scorn ages, 
as Tagore views them, are divine signljoards to 
our perfection, lashes which arouse the imnt. 
We should look upon pain as only the other 
side of joy, as a pointer to a bedter future. 
Lecturing in London ‘M)n the lMT)l)lem of Evil, 
he once called ])ain “our true wealth as imp(mfect 
i^eings.” 

Tagore’s “socialism,” if the label fits at all, 

. IS not of the doctrinaire kind, but is permeated 
with jirofound moral idealism sharply contrasting 
with the self-righteous materialist version^ of 
modern socialism. While Lenin proclaimed, Wc 
repudiate all morality that is outside ckn;s 
conceptions,” Tagore pleaded for a socialism wit 
moral fibre, one corroborated by the re igious 
teachings of the sages of all races, one reflectec jy 
the warm wisdom of a sympathetic human hear 

I do not exactly known whether the socialist’s 


doinatul . . . . is possible oi' not. (But to ridicule as) 
a dream the }»ossi bilily of distributing the I*are neces- 
sities of life amongst mankind (and to tldnk) that 
some men are ]»redestiiied to starve witliout any way 
out of it is a cruel tlieoi’v to say tJie least. 

As to tlu‘ methods to abolish jioverty and 
])romole social e(|ualil\' infhni a nation, MMigore’s 
ideas would luir(ll\ have dilfered from those 
Jawaharlal Nehru ox])resse(l in masterly fashion 
in a famous s])e(HMi some v ears ago : 

Socialism cannot be cvstablislied tlirou^'li h^y'isla- 
ti\'c moasnics, nor can you do it by applying’ a ceiling' 
on income or mcrc'ly by nationalization oi industi'ies. 
I<\>r the esta bl i sh nuMit of socialism t>r a well are state, 
it is essential to produce the goods in abundance 
wbieb will malsc socialism or tb(‘ well a re ot the j)eo])le 
])ossible. K<(u:diiy of poveity is certainly not socia- 
lism. Nor would it be advisable to distribute poverty. 

seldom lost an opiioi’t uiiil y to use his 
brilliant pen loi- cril icizinp' |)si‘n(lo-va1 ionalism 
and materifdisni. lit* pointed a warning lingt*)' 
to the many variations (d’ this d(*c('i(t’nl philosophy 
and to the dire praetical consetpienfes ol its apidi- 
cations in the modern world, snel: as tiu* dc'preeia- 
tion of the individnal, the inereased use of force, 
the justiiication of ruthless i) 0 \v(>r over the 
masses and tin o\ erem))iiasis on technical means 
at tfie exi>(‘n,se ot basic human valnes. Tagore 
never tired of explaining Itiaf “harmony can never 
be r(!actied 1).\ compulsion” ; lluit, without, trec- 
dorn no valualile cre-atita! effoi'fs are possil)le ; 
and that i)o\\er is alwa.vs tempted to suppress 
tre(‘ iiKpiiry and criiieism. In one ap>:e or eniture 
it is tin* powei- of llui church ; in another it is the 
power ot the state ; in still another it is the 
[lowt'r of orgaidz<*d wealth. 

Imbued with the .spirit ot India’s ageless 
l)ooks of wi.sdom, H’agore held that only the inner- 
directed man can l)e fully human, conscious of 
his social respoiisit)ilities, truly tree and happy. 
Only the imier-diri'cted, divinely insiiiri'd man has 
dignity and respects that of others. Only such 
an individual can form the tundarm'ntal building 
stone of a genidiiely tree society, lly contra, st, 
the outer-directed roljfit and organization naan, 
pressed and ainmized in the mould ot some kind 
ot organization collective, is the man who first is 
rohi)ed ot his per.sonal identity, next becomes the 
man in a herd, soon the man ot a mob, and is 
ultimately destined to be the dust on the boots 
of the mighty in a sub-human robot and ant-heap 
society. 
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i>\' makiiiK the concepl the comnioii jirdod 
the su) )]’erne value for both th(^ individual and 
soei(‘t\, Ta^o)]^' delenniiiial 1 h(‘ projier relations 
helvv(M‘ii the Ivvp and niadi^ it cleai' that individua- 
lism and (a)lleeti\'ism ean he e(jually inhuman, the 
foi’iner h(‘cause it may iKnuix* or exploit one's 
f('llovv man, th(‘ lattei* l)(‘eaus(* it eimshes h.v 
makiiiy; eolk^eliv it y ahsoluti*. 

'l'ap:oi’(‘\s principle of the common K<><>d leads 
natiii'allc to an orjj:anic stiaicturi' r)f state* and 
societv. In tliat structure e\'(‘r\' individual or 
yroiip or political division liiHls its own ))ropei- 
place, it own specitic tasks, and its own fi‘e(^ 
spliei(‘ ol’ action in an exi)andin}.' n(*twoi*k of 
cooperative miitualitv. In this scljcniH* of 
thiiiKs the individual lias moi*all\' and k'j-ndlv' 
recoyni'/ed the priiicipk* that hi* is not an 
end in liinisi'U', hut that for the sake* of his own 
sel f-ri a 1 i/a 1 ion he must sei‘\e tin* common yood in 
tlie soci; 1 order, ddie communitvy im the other 
hand, is ohliyatcd to r-i'spect the divinely s(‘t ])ur- 
posi* oj’ till* ijidividiial in a saci'ed pronnse of yi\- 
ine: him hodil.v protindion and y;uarant(*(‘iny liis 
riyld 1‘id frei'doms includiny; that of in(]uir\' and 
crit icism. 

N(*t‘dl('ss to sa\y sucli mutuality lietween thi* 
individual and his societv' d(*p(*nds iirimarily and 
ultimately on tin* respirt for law. Tayori* was 
(luite correct in (‘rnphasiziny that law is “the tirst 
step tinvai’ds fi*('(‘dom, in fact the otlier side of 
it." In othei’ words, fi'ei'dom and law are in- 
sei)arahle compaiuons of a liumane, a just, a tiady 
poor/ sociid.v. 

In till* nioi-al framewoi’k suyyested h>' Tayore 
not onlv the fi’inalom of thi^ indivndual is yuarali- 
teiHl, hut also tin* lu*altli>' (k*v eloi)ment of the 
social oi'yans which link the nation and the in- 
dividual, such as fandly, villaye, townshi]), i)ro- 
V ince, and state. In that patti'rn industrial and 
oc(*upat ional yrouinnys can fi’eely function and in 
it there can he no disruptive dispute eitlier as to 
the riyhtful ]dace of ])rivat(' enter]4rise or of ])ublic 
controls. On I'vin'y levid of society and in every 
leyitimate aidivdty individuals are ht*iny protect- 
ed f]*om heiny u])rooted and from falliny under 
the merciliess cdutch of an iwerpoweriny collec- 
tivit v includiny the most danyerous one of all. the 
omnipotent state. Two vital principles of social 
oi’yanization are implied here : First, it should 
he out of order for an upper-level social organ 


(th(‘ national yovernment, t'or example), to arro- 
yate to itself functions which can l)e performed 
mon* projierly and efficiently by a basic-level 
oryanization (a munici])ality or indvate group, for 
instance). Second, and conversely, no lower level 
of social oryanization should have the right te 
decide prolilems which hv^ their very nature cannol 
1)0 ade(juatel>' solved except hv' an upper-level, 
w i d e rc i rc 1 c ( > m rn unit y . 

Tayoi’e taught his readers and disciples that 
ahov^e all jiat ions st ands h hhki h ii y. .He believed 
in tlie unitv' of tin* liumaii race, a unity enlivened 
and emdehed liy natural diversity. He felt that 
co('perat ion and ci'oss-fert ilizat ion of mankind’/ 
div(‘rse idemeiits — racial, cultural, religious — is 
ahsolut(‘l.v essential fo)’ tin* wholesome and 
(‘omi)lete dev ('lo])Tnent of our kind. “As tin* 
mission of tin* j*os(*," In* wrote, “lies in the un- 
loldiny of the p(*tals which implies distinctness, 
so the I'ose of liumanitv' is perfect only when the 
diverse* )*ac('s and nations have d(‘veloped their dis- 
tinct charactcj'istics to peidVction ; yet all remain 
attach(*d to tke stem of humanity by fl'e bond 
of hi'otlierhood." That is why Tagore believed 
that East and West have their special lives to 
Iiv(*, and tlu*ii’ special missions to fultil, l)ut that 
th(*ir final goal is the same. This theme was tTe 
dominant note in his address at a great banquet 
in London, where the great minds of England and 
Ireland yather(*d to welcome him. On that occa- 
sion he said : 

I lia\o learned that, tliough eur tongues are 
dUVei-ent and our liahits dissimilar, at the bottom oui' 
herots ar(' one. Tlu> monsoon elouds, generated 
on the ])aid':s of tlu' Nile, fertilize the far-distant 
shores of the Changes ; ideas may havm to cross 
from East to Western shores to find a welcome in 
men’s liearts and fulfil their promise. East is East 
and West is West — (iod forbid that it sliould be other- 
wise — blit tlie twain must meet in andty. peace, and 
mutual understanding ; their meeting will be all the 
more fruitful beeanse of their differences ; it must 
lead both to holy wedlodc before the common altar of 
bu nuunty. 

The towering greatness of Rabindranath 
Tagoix' mtiy be measured by the fact that he did 
not see irreconcilable opi)osites where less under- 
standing mortals saw only incompatibles. 
Tagore was able to reconcile individualism and 
socialism, and he was equally capable of making 
nationalism and internationalism appear not only 
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; )mpatible but mutually indispensable to each 
iher. This is no denial that Tagore was a 
1 ationalist. A great patriot, he dedicated a large 
aartion of his work exclusively to India, to the 
raiise oj‘ its independence and ])rogress. Yet 
Tagore never indulged in the chauvinism which 
nistorically chai'acterizes totalitarian states and 
Is a trequent cause of national self-destruction. 
v)ii the contrary, Tagore couragvajusly attacked 
the “false” nationalist, who, he says, always 
T)oks suspiciously outside and in the pi'ocess 
forgets to take cognizance of the internal 
causes which give rise to social and political 
disease. “If the inside is not healthy,” Tagore 
(‘X})lained, “it will loreed disease no matter how 

pure the outside may be But 1 agree with 

,\()U when you want to rel\’ on yourself for re- 
forms, l)oth internal and external.” 

It is rare indeed to find any suggestions oj‘ 
anger or hatred for anybod\‘ in the world in 
d’agore's patriotic r)oems, which radiate love, 

♦ ncouragement, and humility. “Let the pro- 
mises and hopes, . the deeds and words of my 
country be true, my God,” rc'ads one of his 
verses. “Keep watch, India,” he sings in an- 
other, “Come with thy treasui’e of content- 
ment, the sword of fortitude and meekiKvss 
crowning th\' forehead.” In the concluding 
sentences of his splendid essay on “The Situa- 
tion and the Description,” he writes passion- 
ately : “I will never accei)t that, we have no 
hope l)ut in the begging bowl. 1 have faitti in my 
country. 1 respect self-heli.).’' 

Looking forward to the day when India would 
1)0 free, Tagore spoke out. in words of flame 
against Western imperialism. 1 lad ( -ornmunist 
imperialism exisbxl in his fime he would \n\\r 


condemned it too. Tagoj’e did not quarjxd with 
anybody in i)articular ; his argument was with 
predatorx powei* as a m iicral evil, as a cancer of 
the human soul, a dangerous social disease which 
ultimately brings death to the atllicted exploiters 
themselves. 

To his last l)reath TagoiX' retained supreme 
faith that social harmony and world jjeace would 
tinally l)e reached l)\- flu* i)ath of cultural concilia- 
tion between the Orient and the Occidcmt and 
that the realization of the fundamental unity of 
tlu' luirnaii race would thus l)e consummat(‘(h 

He belicwi'd that mankind could save itself 
from destruction only hy a ladurn to the spiritual 
xalues whi(di an' basic to all religions and that to 
India, honu' of l)oth Hinduism and Buddhism, be- 
longed tlu' mission to lead this religious I'evival 
wdiich woidd reawalo'n Asia and the West and, in 
the same i)roc(‘ss, refoian India it.scdf. 

Although this messagcp like that of Bwaimi 
\'i\'<'kananda, singled out India as spii'itual teacher 
to t h(‘ \vo]*l(l. Tagoi*(‘ iKwer c(‘ased reminding his 
countrx'num that tlu'y had much to learn from th(' 
WesCs dowm-t() earthiK'SS, x itality, and dedicated 
search for ti'uth, 

Hy elucidating ideas of life different from 
thos(‘ of t he West , Tagore has presented tlu' West, 
with a cliallengt' to its ways and aspirations. At 
th(^ same time, he has reminded th(' West of 
its owm (ieep(‘st sourcivs of inspiration. The best, 
nnm in India and the W(\st have always been 
fighters in a common cause for* the same 
ageh'ss ideals — ideals mod(‘rn men need to 
r(W'ive to lift a n(wv and i)etler world out of the 
ash(‘s of the old, a world, to use Tagore’s words, 

“Wher(‘ the Mind is wdthout hTar.” 


The history of tiie ^i-owth of freedom is the history of the perfection of human 
relationship. 

— Religimi of Man. 



The Poet Who Defied Death 



TA(;()PwK was an aidcjit loxcr of iialiirc. Its 
ahoundiiij^v beaut y' and sphnidour si nick him so 
d(.‘(‘i)l>' that lie wanted to (mj’oy them torexeis 
lie wrot(‘ : “Jn ttiis heantil'ul world I de» not 
want to die.” Jn nat nrr lie saw a rnajii j eslat ion 
o| th(‘ unseen ( ’rrati)r w iio is a mast (‘r art isl and 
iiuesls 1 [liny: with Ijeaiity and cliarrn while 

unloldin),r iliniself. 'tJiis \ ision tilled 1 tie j)oet’s 
In'arl with an ecstasy ol joy and worsliip. 
composi'd many pomns and son^s that riuK with 
1h(‘ hpdiesi y lory of I ti(‘ Creator. II is cl(‘ar ])er- 
ceplion impai*led to tfiem a \'i\idness wiiicti re 
tl(‘cts <li\ine hrilliamas d’lu-y an* so \i\id that 
on r(‘a<lii 4 ' tlnan wi* both miio) and compretumd 
tile. I)eaidy of natiiias 

Tile rliN'thmic eh'pance and lo\eiy ^i*ace ot 
nature ai\\a\s lound resjxnisi^ in tin* piad. JJe 
could not ke(‘p hi.s (lood of joy shut. Jli' ojiened 
(he sluic(‘ pate of Ids heart wide, i‘i-om whicli 
llowt'd a stream of rh\'thmic beauty wliich raises 
a coj’r(\s|)ondiuy: \ibration in (‘\(‘r\' soul. Jlis 
i*eadei’s share his jo>’ and appreciate with him 
nature's pi’audeur and yraci'. 

"Idle e\ x'r-ehaiii' iny panoramic* show displa\- 
i‘d in the' clouds has been here* since the* eaidh was 
born. Cut who cared to look at it V It is the 
poeds wiiosc' (‘\ c’s first cauyht siydit of this 
beaut> . The\ ya/a'd on and on, fascinatc'd b\' 
its charm, and them made an altem])t to briny it 
to our notice' b>- siny.iny its jiraise. Adikaxi 
X'almiki, the author of the immortal epic 
liiinin I/a iui and the' first ])oet of our land, and 
iMaliakax'i Kalidasa, Kiny \'ikramadit ya's court- 
lioel, were' pitmee'rs in describiny natinv’s varie- 
y:ate'd lieauty as se'e'ii in the seasons. I^ut they 
wrote in Sanskrit whicli we ha\’e' lony disconti- 
nutal to re'ad. And conseejuent ly , we are dt'i>rived 
ol (hat subtle se'use' of ]>eauty which they infuse' 
into their rt'ade'rs. 

It is ICibiiulranat h wlm has ivvived in us, 
throiiyli his inconi]ru*aV)ly maynificent and 
wonderfully sul»lime ])oe'ms, line feeliny and an 
intere'st in nature. His innumerable composi- 
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tions on nature have rea weakened our lost sensi- 
bility. We have reyained perception without 
which we ai*e blind to tiie beauty of both nature* 
and man. Tayoim’s intuition was so powerful 
and obse'iwaition so keen that he succeeded in 
depictiny ewen the tenderest and most delicate as- 
pect of natuic' and man. They wx're to him the* 
dix ine sx mbols throuyh wdiich the Creator, the' 
all-|)erx adiny Reautiful, expresses Himself. 


Like one of the xeiierable Rishis of old, when 
sexcral dumb ceiituiaes had gone by in our fine- 
arts and litc'i'ature, Tayoi’e stood before us and 
rexc'aled to us the lony-foryotten beauty of 
nature*. In many of his music'al overtures on 
seasons he ])ainted nature in all its naked splen- 
dour. lie also harmonised man’s inner self with 
th(* soul of nature and, in hundreds of his sublime 
poems, proxed that man and nature are really 
oiK* and the' same. He imbibed all that is 
beautiful in this universe. In an exquisite lanyu- 
ayc' he exju'esse'd the (‘motional joy which he 
felt tlirouyli ke('n ai)preciation of the beautiful, 
lie looke'd upon nature and man from the wmr- 
shi|)|ie'r of beautx ’s point of view. In hazy, cold 
and seve'i'e* xviiiter mornings he felt in his limbs 
the ])leasant xxarmth of the soft sun. The wet 
clouds on the monsoon sky conjured up in a flash 
the' txx’o heavy blue eyes of a beautiful damsel, 
"the foaming springs rushing out of the hills 
seemed to him to be like young school girls who 
tri]) blithely and w’hose loose braids swing right 
and left rhxthmically to the closing bells. 
Tlu'.se animated ])ictures drawm from nature 
vibrate in our mind wlien the ])oet addresses the 
earth : ‘Tb// d/ar carfh ! Your irondcrful body 

is dued all over icith he pjcasa/it and happy 
colour of fhouscnid and o)ie creatures' joy and 
pleasure:' 

It is this realisation of the earth’s beauty 
that made him sing : *'ln this beautifid world I 
do not n'ant to die." And what was his next 
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i), iu'ht ? Th^ poet’s sonorous \’()ice x ibrates in 
'-Mrs: “/ /r/s/? io live in the inidsi of nuinkiml." 
Fo \'iew the clouds at childlike r>lay, he says : 

■ ( , (iear earth ! your wonderful body is dy('d 
;; ;ill oxer with he pleasant and ha]^]\\’ colour 
ihousand and one creatures’ joy and plea- 
! II is tliis realisation of the eaidh’s 

ih that made him sinr: : “In this Ixaiulitul 
V. ' I’ld 1 do not want to die.” And xx hat xxas his 
li. \l thoup-ht ? The' poet's sonoiaais \’oic(‘ 
lerates in oin* ears : “I wish to li\(‘ in tlie midst 
1 mankind.” 

1'he poet has explained in his aiitobioyraphx 
f;M\\ (his d(\sire cr’ossed liis mind, lie has con- 
iissed that “nature' with all its beautxy saxoiir, 

't s and fi'a^rance and man with his liandsome' 

; ppeai’ance, rich intelliKencaa wonder t id qualitx’ 

! (he h(‘ari, tender affection and dei'p sincere' 
which can make an.\' saci'itice . charme‘(j” him 
o ^wh(‘lmin.u■ll.^^ Ho was inspired. An ardent 
; is're'r of nature' and a keen admirer of man he* 
i. ■ iii])!)se'd innume'rable odes, hx'mns and (‘le*e:ie's 
.nd sung' theiusands of songs in ()raise* of ihe'ni. 
It; an early book of pe)ems 77/ e Kr(oiii/(f Soik/s he 
I'ote' : 

It is a jdeasure to heair the* birels sing. 

It is a ])leasure te) hear the murmur ol s))i‘ing, 
It is a i)leasure to look at bowe'rs. 

And enjoy the spring-fai’e of fdooming 
flowers. 

It is a ideasure throughout the* da\' 

To xdew the clone Is at chilellx' play. 

These notes, attuned to nature, man anel tho 
iiiiverse, resound in all his later works. In 
^7c////-(.s- (ivd SoHf/v {('hhido (dm), tor <‘xarn])le‘, 
he* human heart takes ])art \r\ natur(*’s ])lay and 
>o(*f)me's one with it. In P(im(m(f>< {(hd)’o), 
L(il( Sj>)‘iv(( (Ch(( H(d i ) and Th( (foldcn Idnif 

iNoee/r Tcn’i) also the oneness of man and 
latui'e is manife'st. It is the golek'n wanel of 
lumanitx the magical touch of which has 
inimated all the inanimate obj(*cts ol nature', 
rj-ie ]) 0 {'t bea-ame bewildereel, as he' felt the 
pi’escnce of joyous life and lie*aut\ in exx'ry- 
thing around him ; and in this fascinated state 
he chanted : “/// this hcaiififnl irorJd I do vof 

>f'((f/t /e> di( , I v'ish to lire in the >>i/dsf of vuoi- 
tdiidP (Lif( : PvdK. Kart O honud). 


Nature* has a dark side also, whit*h is not 
onl\' terribk' but se'x eri'ly eaau'l and ek'sl ructix e. 

In his (‘agernrss to stud\‘ nature* the' I'oe't 
came' face to face* xxith this grinj and tragic 
side', lie' was gi’iatlx' moxe'd b\- its Imrrors ami 
fiaght fulness ; x i't lu* jUMise'd iiaturt* xx ith no less 
e*mot ioig 

In Thi ir dnum o/’ Oie Smd (Mtoutsi) wo come 
aci'oss a mx'ste'rious be'ing xxho rule's tlu' (loi't’s 
lu'art and la'come's his soul-mate’. Slu' occu- 
pie's a ce*ntral ]a)sitioii in a gre'at many of his 
l)e)e'nis. In his late'r \-ohinies, howexe'r, higli 
philoso])hical thought has ce»me to the' f'eire', which 
lias warn him the' name' of a se'e'r. In more* than 
one pioe-m, the* jioe't’s iiiia.eination indiilge's in the' 
seer’s x'isions : 

As far as one' s e'xe'S eould re'acli. 

The daz/ding ci’ests of the' xast 
gre'e'ii eorntie’ld 

t’arry the* lleiw eif lil’e rrom tlu* lie'art ol 
e'artli. e'ae ll 

Into the* inner eliambe*i of m>' soul, 
\\he*re it re'mains for e'xe r seale'd. 

\\'he*n he* found that this imme'iiselx' be*autilul 
life' that throbs within us is nothing but a gilt 
from (‘xe'rgre'e'ii nature* whiedi pe'rxades the* whole' 
unix-erse', the poe*! sang; grat ('fully : 

In this jirotOund. se're'iie e'alni ed nature* 

'\1\ life’, as if, I always lose* ! 

All the' elirtx' streams that caia'X' the* llame's 

of sin 

I)isse)l\e' in lif('’s oce'an of muse ! 

In one of his famous poems The Idirfh {llosim- 
dluini) the' jxx't wrote* : 

ajipe’ase' m\' d(*sii’e' I w ish again and again 
dd) drink from all the e-upis ol' this unixerse 
The* wine* of joy in fre’sh sti'e'ams and 
showe'rs. 

The* “ Visxx akax i” in him can be traced back to 
this period of his life*. We find him e'nin'afing 
the* motlier Earth in a most yiassionate* xoice* : 
Take' me' back, oh, ttiei’e*, 

To the midst e)f all, xvhere exe'rv' dax^ and hour 
Pmds and lilossoms anel fle)W(*)\s femth life 
in hundre'ds, thousands fe)rms. 

It is his d(*e|) lox e* for t he* cart li t hat h'd him 
to wuatei l)()th Ffmen s { Kot po no ) and T(d( :; and. 
D id lof/ // es (Kafka () Ka h hi i ) , w h i ch a vo a ] jpa - 
rentlx^ unconnected. The' formei’ de'als with 
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cljV'C*rse subjects, while in the lati'r many for^^fotten 
))a;.a‘s of our glorious history relieve. 

Many of the i)oet’s exj)eriences of life have 
found vxjij'ession in th(‘ little volume entitled 
yV//7/r/e.s- (Kdiiih'd). These beautiful sliori 
|)oenis may be described as tiny seeds of a ^^iant 
fruit. In Ofjii'iinjd {Naind tia ) we come across 
pati’iotisni in addition to love for (hxl. Th(‘ 
poet had ^-M’adualls' turned to (iod to whom all his 
offerings would now be dii'ected. The beauty, 
sa\()ur, J’ra prance, t(‘nd(n' touch and melodious 
music of nature, which had onc(‘ bewitched him, 
now Kava* rist^ to a transceM(h‘nlal ]>erce])tion of 
(lod, Ids iinllinchinp: de\'otion to whom produced 


the immortal volume of S()vg4)fferings 
jali) which won him not only the Nobel Prize, 1) n 
world-wide fame also. In GcivUuid of Sonns 
{GitinKthja) and Songs iGlfali), which followed 
Song-Oifcriiigs, he still soars high in the sublime 
role of a singer w'ho looks upon God as his beloved 
Though The Ext re me End {Ecertshesho) and 
The Losi of the Seven Keijs (Shesha S<eptakv) 
and a few other ])oems, written during and aftei- 
his last severe illness, strike a farewell note, we 
lind in them the tender and delicate expression oi 
his lo\a^ and deep admiration for beauty and 
truth. 


A T R I B U T E 

(ii in iuA’A, fvnvnuri) Master, 

If W(' mny call you l>y this name so deal' to your jiupils, who ex])i'ess through it 
their coiisciousuess that you are not only a |H)et and a teacher, hut one of tlie voices 
of divinity itself, we thank you for eonun.t!: to us. across so many di'eary seas, 
to h(‘lii to hreak down tin* harrieis hetwuen the East and the West, so that, while India 
takes from us th(»se inventions which would destroy all poverty if they were well con- 
trolk-d, wo may h'arn from her something of her tolerant wisdom and her spiritual 
peace. 

\\'(‘ utter you, as you yo from us, our a<lnuration and our atfection. We feel that 
ha\e Been idealised and ennohh'd Ity meeting y<‘u ; it yives us a new faith to see 
that a man may still live a life triu' tu all the highest ideals of our youth. W^e were 
cynics Ixd'oit' you caim* : we thuuyht that all ideals wei'e false, and all hopt's vain ; 
hill one lo(*k at you and w e t now that we weio wrony, that the Battle Between Iviyht 
aiul iMicht is nut yet lust, and that life may still have meaniny for us tliat will 
nut i.e frie t rated By ovir deaths. Somethiny id' the ancient idealism of the East has 
l.ecn puiired into uur Blood By the wine and music of youi' verse, l>y the i‘xample and 
majesty of your life. 


WILL 1)1' KANT 
Ainrricnv innhisoftJiri- A Author 



The Glory of Nature 

KESHAB CHANDRA GDPTA 


‘‘Beauty is nature’s Coin” Said Miltoivs 
( omus in his wickedness, to seduce his female 
M( tim, Rabindranath trafficked in the (’oins of 
nature in all her aspects. Nature seems dumi) to 
us, although we detect her whisperings. But 
win'll a poet of the universe interprets them for 
us, we become alive to the glory — 

Byron heard music in nature ! 

“There’s music in the sighing of a reed. 
There’s music in the gushing of a rill 
There’s music in all things if men had ears 
Then Earth is but an echo of th(‘ Sphere”. 

nnd the poet confessed. — 

“I love not Man th(‘ less, but Nature more.” 
The love of naUire in Rabindranath was tre- 
ini'iidous. The glory of that love enhanced the 
lioiy of Man. For the human soul is divine. 

In this consciousness lay the univ(‘rsality and 
(sismopolitanism of Rabindranath. II is regard 
and resiiect for life was all-embracing, d’he plants 
and animals shared them. 

II is hapiiiness was intense when his fimmd 
Tigadish Chandra recorded messages of ])lants. 
Admiration widled up in the ixxd’s recorded 
'Messages of plants^ Admiration welled up in the 
ia»et’s heart. His compliments to the Scientist 
A ('I’e profuse. 

“The cry that issues from dumb liicn 
Shakes the heart of earth in strife. 

To sprout from seeds ; keen 1) ranches shisjt 
Out of the restkass rarnliling roots, 

In struggle for lig'ht. Tlunr mystmdes 

unfold 

Writing to you in mystic letters liold.” 

“Truth is unity”, he said, “and thereton* 
reedom is in realisation. The texts of c)ur daily 
waji'ship and meditation are for training the mind 
iiid overcome the barrier of separateness trom 
he rest of existence and to realise “er//eede/?d 
Hie supreme unity and infinitude.” 

That realisation instilled in him love lor 



<‘ver\' part of the vast cixadion, Tht' cix'atoi’ is 
infinite in his setmiing finite creation, and mani- 
f(‘sts Himself in a vai’iety of colours and flavours, 
of music and rhymes. He is formless ; yvi in 
the “///e” His sj)ort of gi*a(‘(‘ — lb' takes forms to 
awaken the human heaid. 

Th'(' ])ot‘ts ot Bengal could not i’ri'e them- 
sebes from the grasping grace of natuia^ that 
clotht'd theii* rnolherland with such charming 
display of colours. Man is the higlu'st truth, 
declared Chandidas. But coidd he escapi' from 
the tentacles of the natural beauty in his compo- 
sition of sw(‘et lo\'e-songs ? 

Rabindranath admit ttxl tlu' inthumcc' of ])lants 
and trees, tlowc'rs and h('rl)S, str(‘ams and rills, 
on his ]H‘rsonality . He lU'X't'r ))ara(led philosophy 
oi' ontology ix'K'gating Ix'auty to ol)livion ; for to 
him, Sundararn was a part of Aiiantam and 
Shivam. Beaiit>' of natui'e was the staiding 
point of s])iritual I'ealisat ion. 

One of th(M ix'asons foi* the poet’s intc'nse lo\'e 
of Golden Rengal, was her natural ))eaut\’. 

“Oh my golden Bengal, 1 love thee, 

’I’hy sky and th>' wind for -(‘ver ])lay the 

flute in my libw 

In F(il(/(Kni tho fragrance of thy ])a(ldy 

fi(‘lds creates intoxication. 

Oh mother, in AqraJi tja n, u'hat sw('(‘t, 

smile ha\(* I sc'en in your loadc'd cormfrelds ?” 

DiMKlar, the Himalayan fir, mwei* fails to 
imi)r('ss exam th(* most prosaic visitor. The t’ax' 
shoots out of high hills bursting the l)r*ain j)it of 
th(‘ Himalayas. Life-energy rushes out in th(‘ 
form ot a tlanuM 1’he motJier-(‘arth is a gilt trom 
the sun, a part of th(' gr(*at sc'at of flaming eiu'rgy. 

“Immersed in m(‘ditation was the snowy 

mountain., you silently pi('rc(Hl th(' Brahma 

rand bra and 

The intense* flame of life effused as the 

deodar”. 

He Explained. 

“The slendar tall dvJxldrn — the mountain 

holds it superior 
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To liis o\\ii y',\()V\\ The nieditalion that 
lay i)j his hour! crncinatcd as truth outside. 

Ha rec(‘i\(‘d a loaii li’orn ahov(‘ 
And r< paid it, I I'aiisniit t iupr ujiwards his 

oireriiir:s, one da>'”. 

'I'ta* poet ;adut<‘(i IJk^ whole world of Iro'es. 

1 1 is oj)(‘jiiiie; poem in tin* llanahani, llic nn‘Ssap;o 
of t}i(‘ forest , is salutation to fiaass. 

‘A'oii lasD'd t.he call of the sun 

in I In* hlind \\ omh of t he (sart h ; 
In tlie fir.d awaiominp of life, vaai tree, 

1 [k‘ primordial li fe 

W'Kli \oiir upraised fiead. uttered the 

tiist ti>'mn to lir.ht. 

h roll) tile hieast (tf rocks whicli km^w no 

I’fix rru's". 

In presentinp the pictnr(‘ o( /'nse/v///, the 
lieasanl woman who carried xeyid ahles to (he 
\illap<' niarfad to hawk, tin* poet had a ylimpsc* of 
IJii' s(‘cr( I of hor ahsiml - inindi'd attitude, white 
returinne home, aci’o.^S'^ fields and orcliai’ds. she 
ia-pt aside limmmiptv liasket and e\on the hnrnhk' 
purs(‘ and lell into a lawerie. 

lu tli(' (luietiidi' (d’ silenc(‘ she felt reliexaak 
'I’he immior.x' of the din and hustle of the x illapy' 
uiaiTel. the noi.-u' of harraininp and canxassinp, 
si'enied to xanish into thin aiis The pod r('ad 
t h(‘ rease-n of 1 lu‘ ca Imiiess. 

“Isternit.x w hisi xnaai its nu-ssapa 
Mxerx linih and lif(‘ to assuage. 

Tilt* staid xcarine: tor renunciation/’ 

'riu' count r.\' trades wonum certainlx' had 
pia'tensioiis to leariiine. Slie was not trained to 
nu'd it at ions. It was the intlmmci' of natuia- tlial 
induct'd t he at t it tide. She felt 

“'riit' rhxthni that silence can exa'r raist' 

\\ lien the midilay sun st'ems ahlazi' 

And emptine.ss siyhs so dv'ej)" 

'The reason the ]>oet coiiceixed. laxa-ry muu'yy 
ill nature is attuned to an (dernal inipulst' and 
tuils;it(s in unison, thouyh appartmliy in i'rolic- 
sonu' [Teaks. Ilarmonx' rexeals itself in silence. 
Such a silence st'i;a‘d the inner lifi' of the lady. 
'The meniorx' td' the items in her ‘nake-ii]) autoina- 
ticallx lU'xixed itself. It xva.s then that she felt 
th(' rail. 

‘d'h'om llie earliest tmnnorx of creation, 
Suddentx tile primary xihration i*evixed 
in xamr hlood stream 


That is why the tree and the blades of 

^n*ass 

Life rect.^'iiised as its own 

in the midday of autumn. 

In the ]>lax' house of (airth 

Foi- ayu's and ages. 

Loefs in other lands have attributed vitality 
to xegetation. But the descriptions are mere 
figures of sjteech and metaphorical. Rabindra- 
nath’s claim of relationshi}) with vegetation rs 
based on th(‘ metajthysical concepts of his counti \ 
xvhicli jiroclaimed thc' immenence of the primor- 
dial energx' of nal.urta 

In a lettc'r xxritten from Vienna in 1925, tlw 
j>()el gaxc* a clue to his attachment to the liir 
energy oi the xegetable world. Trees ins])ir(/(i 
sages xx'lio tiad their hermitage in the bosom of 
1 fic' lorc'st. Thex’ wtuv^ out to solve the loroblein 
«d' lif(‘. Plants xvere living entities as they w'ei-e 
^‘iid tlu'x- gi’ew and died. Rabindranath 
found many a suppoid from the verses in the 
saci'ed t(‘.\ts. 

“Thex found tlu^ (‘ft'rnal cpiery from plant to 
plant, 'h'iHit {)r<iii<( j)rat}i((Hi<i jn'dit i i/uJcta' '! 
\\ iK'iice did lifc‘ rc'ccnx e its hirst imiiidse of pro- 
gressixe motion ? That enei-gy of Motion doe- 
iiot xxant t(» stop. The fountain of beaut x 
hc'gan to how day and night. What a varietx 
of line's, xx’hat a xarii'tx' of jioses, xxhat a \’ariet> 
(d (‘xf)ressions and xxhat a xai’ietx’ of suffering 
accom))anic'd that enei’gy ?“ 

d'lu‘ little straight talk of the llower to a 
human beauty that the jiocd oxerheard, is instruc 
tixu'. Humanity started th(‘ journey of life un 
doubtt'dly with plants. Hut after the ex'olutioi 
there* c'xists a diffei’ence with a distinction 
The unitx of nature is not eciuality of its com- 
]>onent parts. The* flower longc'd to spc*ak to the 
xxoman. She ged a chance. Amongst othei' 
topics she raised the* one aliout the differences. 
Said the floweir 

“At the* daxvn of creation ages past 
Woke we u]) in light 
To make frienelship tight 

In rliythmic bond our arms knit fast’/ 

Hut with ages there appeared differences aP 
though the main tune of melody was common. 
The lower confessed. 

Yes, my friend. T feel in heart 
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Beauty in me came for a halt — 

In thee as love it bloomed. 

TIm' evolution of the heart is the Kreatest 
'iider of nature in the animal world. The 
^^..nlan has got her distinct i)lace in the human 


world through love. Every female in the higher 
sti'ata of the animal world have an instinctive love 
for the progeny. But the human mother is cer- 
tainly uni(|ue. That ])erception mad(^ the sages 
of India addi’ess th(' source ot life as Mother. 


A lETTUR I'ROM A I'RII:NI) 


TUoloVED P^RIENl), 

. . As oio" t.houR'hts dwell lovingly on y<>ur nohle and wist* wto'k, we are littt‘d 
U) a higher level of effort and devotion. To r(‘alize the meaning of your messJige 
of fi'iendship and co-opf*i ation is to deept'n t in* I intows I fom which shall s])iing 
riehei' harvests of insi)iration. 


111 tlio sweet solitude of a l->oefs life you lieanl a Voice Idddiny; you look into tl'o 
hearts of your fellow-meii ami .seek the way lo (hdivoi' them from llie ;irotesi|ue y.ods 
of their own creation. You ste)i|K'd fortli into the crowded abodes ol men where 
strife i.s bitter, and ignorance is deep, 'fakini;' litth' children liy the hand, you led 
them into f^ardens of deliffhl ami Laiiplit tliein to live in sympathy with all that is 
beautiful, and l.o love all that is love wmtliy. 


.<\Kain the voice had.' y.m go from land to laiul in .search of knowledge. With 
observing eye and listening ear you jounieye.l, and .saw the course <d' division, the 
darkness of prcimliee, the deafness of hate in which men live as strangers and enemie.s. 
But looking long and patiently, you found the dynamic force ..f love hidden m 
lunv'ianity the force which, uiul.'rstood, shall transform tli.'ir hie .d .s.df-destruc- 

tion iiiui a life <if creative work ami peace. To a w.irl.l living under the law of fear 
you ai'c Pi'ophct of tlie IrHW ot Tiovc. 


Your school at Visva^Bharati is a hrighl pledge of a mdde civili'/.ation ; for it is 
a meeting-ground of the Kast and the West. There y.m t.'ach in .d.j.'.-t- lessons .,1 
svmpathv and g.io.iwill that the true happiness of imhvidnals ami nations is ideiitihe.l 
with the' highest good of mankiml. Wli.'u this supreme trull, is graspe.l, the dream 
Tf all the greatest teach.-n-s spoken through the ages shall he fuir, lied ; ‘'Wars wn 1 he 
dea.l ; man will live, he will possess soumthing greatest than all these . . . the whoh, 
of earth for his country ami the whole of Heaven for Ins hope. . . . 

With affectionate memories of our fleeting hut |,re.'ious f.'W mimit.'s together ami 
Ihv warmth of your hand in mine, 1 am, 

Faithfully and gratefully yourn, 


HELEN KELLER 



Rabindranath on Women 


Dr. ROMA ( 1 1 ADI )1 1 URJ 


It has hken said s()njelinK‘s, half humour- 
ously and half siudously, that the acid U‘st for a 
])hilosoi)}i-(‘r or a rcdoruKU', is his \ icws la^yuird- 
iiiK wonKMi. h'or, althouKh he* claims to 1)0 
a s(*(*r oi a ih‘\\’ \'ision, or a hriii)j:or of a U(‘w a^c, 
th(‘ iH'al w'idtii of fiis co\’cl(‘d vision, or lh(‘ inh(‘- 
la id non s(‘ct.arianism of his diasim of a^(‘ can 
ho dct( rniiiKd, to a laro(‘ oxloid, by his allitudo 
towards ^^’om(*n, his undorst andino: of thorn, his 
I’ulinos r(‘Kardiiur them. Not a frw col(‘hralod 
ni'on ol th(‘ world ha\'c tailed to conn* out un- 
seat h(‘d li'om this dillicult test, and show’n tliom- 
sel\(‘s in sucli colours as would hardly do them 
ciaslit from an\' uni\ (‘rsalist ic standpoint, at all. 

Rut, th(‘ case ot' Rshindranat h, a ^reat /f/s/ 
ol’ a Sea- of tin*; Mod(U*n Ay:e, is (juite diffei’ont. 
It is not toi' nothing: that ho has boon univorsally 
ac(daini(al as a isni-lut ri'\ a World-Poid of tho 
\<‘ry tirsl rank. 

Now', w ho is a “\\’orld-Ro(d ” ? A World- 
Root s on(‘ whose life' is in tuiK' with the' Life e)f 
the' world, wliose' mind ri'tle'cts the' ]\lind of the^ 
world, whose' lu'ai’t throbs with the' Ile'art of 
the' world. AcceirelinoflN', no se'ction eif liurnan 
be'iipvs ; na>’, no section of lixinjj;’ l)einj.is ; na\', ne^ 
see't ion of worlell\' obje'eds can e'scuiie' his ne)tico, e)r 
('luelo his syrnpath>', e)r frustrate his sonso e)f 
justie'e' and fair play. 

Rabinelranat h, te)o, is a “Weu’lel-Peeot”, in tho 
rneest lite'i’al sense e)f tho te'i’in, anel ne)t liy oxa^^AO- 
i^atie)!! e)r tlatte'ry. Se), his \ iow s ein We>men tally 
e'xae'tly with his ^e'lie'ral \ ie'w e)f the' W'orlel. 

What is tliat ^'ie'w ? It is nothin^.^- but tho 
aye-old \'ie‘W e)f e)ur ancie'iit Sae'roel Texts, eir 
Pl)anis]i:iels, manifesteel in a full-tloelyoel feirm in 
tlu' t ime'-he)noure‘d W'eiaida syste'm e>f Philei- 
soidiN'. b\ e'ommon ce>nse'id, the consummatiein e)f 
all the' liielian Philose)]ihical s])e'culat ie)ns throuyh- 
e)ut the' aye's. This Walanta systt'in teaches e>no, 
anel e)nly e)ne, dd'uth \’iz., the Ihvinity of tho 
so calk'd tin\‘. |)uny Man, the (knl-heieiel e)f tho so- 
calU'el “ yre>ss, phx sie'al l'ni\ e'rse*. Thus, tho 
W'danta is an opite>me of Eeiuality, Unity, Justice. 


For, if all human boiny's, all worldly objects 
one and tho same, boiny; all Brahman himseli, 
anel nothiny but P>rahman, then, naturally, there' 
can be ne) elitloronce, at all, between ()no object and 
ane)thor. 

Ral)inelranath, as a yreat inherite)r e)f a yreal 
ancient horitaye', w'as blessed with this beatiiic 
\'ision, tliis wiele e)utlook, this inner sense of 
oejuity anel justice, unity anel universality, 
harmony anel adjustment. Hence, he, too, as a 
yreat Seer, le)e)ks u|)e)n the entire universe as one' 
and ineli\dsil)le and all Ix'inys as abse)lutely eeiual. 
Thus, te) him, there is ne) elistinction between the' 
se'xes, at all. Of course, in the vast Rabindra- 
l.dteratui'e — in his novels, short-stories, dramas, 
])e)e'ms, seenys anel the' like — \Ve', naturally, me'e't 
wdth a \ariety e)f female characters — yoe)d anel 
))ael, hiyh and le)W. P>ut, still, the main refrain 
that sw('ell\’ and yleariously rese)unds thre)uyh all 
the'se', is eaiie e)f seeuiiel ho])e anel yoe)d chee'r, eterinil 
beaut anel piii’it\', intinite majesty anel sublimit. 

Thus, in the Rabinelra-Literature, Woman 
appe'ars as an Fml)h'm of Purest TiOve' anel Mo^l 
Unse'lhsh Seiwice. It is She who sustains tin 
whe)le family by the aml)re)sia of he r heart, waird ' 
e)lT all exits, wipes away all sins, w'isps aside al! 
eri’ors, Ijy the flame of her Life, rays e)f her Sout 
liyht e)f her Bi'iny, 

Hear the Poet’s impassie)neel call to Weimen 
fe)i’ suce‘e)ur anel tlulilment : — 

“We)men ! the wnorlel the)U eliel decorate, 

Do, now, make' my life ornate. 

Fine and pui’o. Straws all dust, 

La/.ily neylecteel hca])eel up crust. 

Wipe e)ff bk'inishe's, dee]) and dark 
Thre)W' out rilT-ralT, stincky and stark. 

To my Temple, (juiet and lonely, 

Ceane in sik'iice, e)i)en ele)e)rs slowly. 

Fill up jars, pnire and holy 

Pluck fre'sh lotuses, sweet and lox’ely. 

Then, we two shall worship Ge)d 
Sittiny e)n the same seat, facing Lord’k 

( ‘ ‘S nia )'cnut,'' T k ’ ) s e 18 ) 
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Thus, in this dense wilderness oT lil'e, woman 
v,';i! show a new way, all the thorns on the 

will bloom forth under her comely feet, all 
(i;.‘ hard pebbles will melt away through her 
in: o’ic touch all the dust-heaps will sprinkle 
lUH-tar at her every step. 

But is the dark, cool, secure sanctuary of the 
li( nie alone the proper place tor Women ? Al- 
tlioiigh Jtal)indranath gladly and fully admits 
I hr equality of the sexes, yet he is as fully oi)i)os- 
nd to the over-Feminism of the West. In fact, 
he. echoing the age-old sentiments of India, 
uiilnesitatingly declares that, really speking then* 

IS no question of the '^equalitir of sexes, as, in 
one sense, in a very real sense, in a very proper 
sense, women are infinitely “Mothers” higher than 
or superior to men. In what sense ? In the 
sense of being others.” The Indian view is 
not that the Father and the Mother are equal — 
the Indian view is rather, that the Mother is 
infinitely higher than or superior to the Father, 
So, even the great Law-giver Manu, often accused 
of being rather unsympathetic towards Women, 
declares proudly : — 

“The Mother excels a thousand Fathers in 
(irandeur and Glory”. 

So, what question is there, of “e(|ual rights, 
when women's birth-right is to be fundamentally 
superior to men ? 

Rabindranath also . in his infinite, wisdom 
ihroLigh his robust common-sense, tully realises 
'ho great Truth that “Freedom” is one thingq 
Fxc(‘ss”, another. So in his Beng:ali article in 
ih(^ l)ook “SVf /nr/ 7 ,” he comments caustically : 

“Although, it is rather impertinent on our 
uart to say something for certain about a foreign 
Moiety, yet, so far as we can see jrom outside, 
ho more the Euro])ean Civilization is |)iogi(‘SS- 
iig, the more are Women there becoming 
iuhai)])y. 

• “Women are, in fact, the ccntriix-tal force of 
tieiety. ffut centrifujjal Force of Modern 
'.uro|)ean Society has failed to maintain the 
Ifitufi quo.” 

Really, European women seem to be in a sad 
redicament. They have lost theit honouicd 
■laces at home ; but have unfortunately been un- 
lile to gain eciually honoured places outside. So, 
■hat have they really gained through Over- 


Feminism ? Nothing, perceptibly ; only cmiity 
prestige. 

Succinctly, the Boet continues : — 

“In Euro])e, the Regime of Women is about 
to vanish awa\’ totally. There, a Manisel has to 
wait for a long limt' for a groom ; the husband 
leaws the wife olf for business ; the sou, as soon 
as gr()wii-U|), bt'conu's a stranger to his mother. 
So, now it has Ixwome necessary for WonKUi there 
to join the l.;i*oil tor exisfenetv Still, their <xlu- 
cation, natuie and soeial customs are standing 
in the way.” 

“So, in the preseiit-day European Society, 
the iiosition of women, has become rather 
anomalous. Men a]*e not giving them their 
honoured places at home ; nor are women given 
full rights to enter the s])here of outside 
activities.” 

What is the root of these troubles ? Some- 
thing seems to be wrong for the Modern European 
Society at large. What is that ? Listen to the 
])rophetic sayings of the Poet : — 

“So, on the whole, w(^ sec* that to European 
Civilization, ‘Strength’ has Ix'cornc such an essen- 
tial commodity, that whether a man or a woman 

on who is fe(‘})le seems to lx* losing (./ire’s place 

and refuge in Sfjciety, gradually. Now what is 
wanted is only Work, only Strength, only Motion. 
Those who can be merciful and those who deserve 
mercy ; those who can love and those who deserve 
love, all these s(;em to be losing their rights now. 
Hcuice, it cp/pcxirs, that in the Modern European 
Society, women are ratht*r ashmcxl o1 bc-ing 
women. They are ti-ying their l/eat to i/i'ove that 
they not only possess hearts, hut also sticuigth. 

Of course, Ral/indranath is not referring to 
the position of Womc*n in Europ(*an Society out 
of any si/irit of s])iie or criticism. He means it 
to be an eye-opener to ultra-Modern misses who 
raise their eye-brows in wonder and curl iq) theii 
li|),s in disgust at any and everything ancient. Hc 
also means it to he a rei/ly to the hasty and 
unsympathetic critics ol our own Society. 
Humourously he remarks : — 

“Such is the state ot things in the Modern 
European Society ! But when, in the meantime, 
in England, gallons of tears arc* shed over the 
state of our Indian Women, we do feel sorry that 
so much is bc^ing wasted for nothing ! 
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“\V(^ however, se(*, that our womenfolk, 
wearing haiij-Hes in 1h(‘ir line rounh wrists, Ix^sme- 
liiiK their heads with xerrniilion, wdth (W(‘r~happy 
ta(‘(‘s, fiJ] our homes with affection, love, 
a iis)nCiousiM‘ss* In an.\ ease , w(‘ ar<‘ (piit(‘ hapi)\' 
with ouj' ws)rn(*n tolls ; and we have, not told that 
they t henis(‘'\'(‘s aia* nnhapp)'. So, wh\' should 
the tiearts oj pc'rsons, thousami ndles away, 1>(‘ 
i)roken, all tor nothing S' 

In this way Jiahindra nat li \ery wis(d\’ warns 
the W'omen ayain -t any sort of o\*‘r-doinK in an\’ 
I'espect swell in that ot yoiininy; their tundaminw 
tal rie^hts. \d‘t . he l’idl\' r(‘coj.niis(^s th(‘ March 

ol chany»-ine: 'Time. In his inimitable w'a\', he 
r(*rnarks in his Ilenyali article “AV//*/” in ilie hook 
Kfild nf(t I'" : 

“A WouKai’s lite is gradually widtaiiny itself 
up ; 1 tx*! lianlss ar(' r('eedine away rnoia* and 
more ; lh(’ brook is becoming a ri\a*r, on and on.” 

VVdiat a b(‘autiful illustration ! A ‘ri\er,’ 
inde(‘d, is a wonn'ii. Ilowiiij^' in h(‘r own e^lory, in 
her own yrandeuis in lx r own yi'eal ness, tree' and 
unt ramelk'd ; \ ad ixd uncontrolled, not ai'bi- 

trar.w not nxaiaciny : seiw iny oix* and all, \ et 
maintaininy its Mow and tulhxsss, purit> and p(‘r- 
t(Hd ion ; b(*aut>' and bliss intacd. It. is this ((pii- 


jioise, this [)alance, this golden means between 
the extremes, this non-excited, calm outlook, this 
non-aggressive, confident strength — that const i- 
tutes the real key to Progress — Female or Male- 
in all ])lac(‘s and in all ages. And Prophet Rabin- 
di'anath, Philosojilxa^ Rabindranath, and abo\ as 
all. Poet Pabindranaih, envisages this Great 
Truth, and (‘xpress(\s it in a manner, at once 
sw(‘et and sourxL 

L(d us end wnth that exhilarating rnessays 
of Raliindranath to Modern Women : — 

“last thtnn fre(^ their hearts ; brighteen their 
intellect ; ])ractise well th(' penance for attainini 
knowledge. The (luestion of attaining “Success” 
will conns lat(n' ; or max’ ix)t even come over. Hut 
(juest ion of attaining “Ga})acity“ comes alwax s 
first.” 

“() Thou Women 1 

The Lord's oxvn ('omi)anion. 

Optni thou uj) ttie Path to Recoverx', 

And make nexv tins xvorld, xvorn out and 

hoary." 

(A r()g}f(i ) 

W’hat a lox'elx- tidluite to Women ! Can, we. 
xxomen. lixa^ u]) to it ? 


\ }\' .if i‘ti rt H from an aitiolv 

ill tin* Piflli .A niii\(‘r,M;i r y NmxlHT of The ( alruthi Miini(d);nl Gazette 
eSrd N <»V('iiilM'r, IX'a.i ; 

t It'irviaally (l<*li\ ei-e(] as .an addi'es.s in 

riie ryiPN UNi\EKsrrY-rrALV on a().r,.mcdi 

\’i ' Inyo;-, a. le like women. In llieii Ivet'i'iiijs' is t lu‘ ciadle of tin* larn. 'Fliey ;ii’e 
inairan to N.atuti' than tow'X.s ; ami are. therefore, in closer loiudi with the fountain ot 
lile, 'I’hey ha\e the ;it mespiieie w liich jiesses.ses a natural power (d‘ healin;:-. It is the 
fniu tion it( the \ illaee, like that ot woman, to pre\ i(h' peophs with theii’ {dmnental nec'ds, 
\\lth food and witli the' simpU‘ poetry of life*, and with those ctnemonies (d lieauty 

wineh tile village spont aiu'ously protluce and in whic*h sIh* linds delight. But wdum 
I'Mi.'dant stiain is put upon tier tlireugh the e.\t ort ionate claim of amltiliou, when hei 
icsoiin'cs arc exploited tlirougli tlu* t‘\cessive stimulus of tem)»tation. then slie Itecomes 
po*n in lif\’. Ik’I mind In'comes <lnll and uncieative ; and from her time he)un()ure(l 
p('sitio!i ot tlie wedded ])a]'tner of the city, she is degraihal to that of nuiidservanl. 
Wliilo, in its tuiai. the city, in its intense egotism and ]iride. remains unconscious of the 
de\ a.'-tat ion it constantly works upon tin* vimy source of its life and healtli and Joy. 
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East and West in Tagore 
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Rabindranath saw the of the day hert^ 
111 this cosmopolitan city ot Calcutta (25th 
P.Mishak, 1368) and the Corporation of C-alcuttu 
has a special pleasure and iirivilegt^ lo j.)(‘rpetuate 
his memory in a worthy way. lie was born 
amidst inauspicious happening's— -disease, drought 
and famine (1861-66) when his father Maharshi 
r)r\(mdranath Tag’oi'e (1817-19()5) and Hrahma- 
nanda Keshub (Chandra Sen (1838-1883) organized 
social service work for the relief ot suffering in 
Hmigid and United Provinces. For differ(mces 
wdh the more conservative Adi Rrhmo Saniaj 
( tfaiiided by Rammohan Roy in 1828) Keshub 
sec(.aled and founded his Naba Bidhan oi* BharaC 
iiarshiya Rrahmo Samaj, which, in its turn, 
found seceder-groups who formed in 1878 the 
(Icinocratic Sadharan Brahmo Samaj. 

Rabindranath in his adolescamt age i)rematu- 
rel\ closed his school-career and sailed to Join th(‘ 
bonden University College (1878-81) where he 
studied literature under the \ud(‘rn Pi’ofessor 
Heiirey Morley and also witruusscHl the best 
Shakespere plays produced b\^ Henrey Irx'ing and 
Elh'n Terry. Lady Macbeth haunted him — as 
find from fragments of his Bcmgali \'ersio]i of 
ih(' “Witch SceiR's’’ of Macbeth. His elder bro- 
tlior Jyotirindranath (1848-1925) was his music- 
teacher who was also a painter-port raitist and act- 
dramatist. He wrote and adopted many Indian 
find foreign plays for Bengali production and 
’^‘'ung Rabindranath scored as the V)est “boy- 
^^edor” in Alik Baboo. On his return from Europe 
C 881-91) l>efore his second short visit to Europe 
<l'd)0) Tagore produced, directed and played with 
81^ at success (1) Balmikir Prativa and Rudra 
f ndal (1881) Kal-Mrigaya (1882) Bow Thaku- 
'a dr Hat (1883), dramatized (1908) as Prayas- 
k la, Nahmi Natya (1884), Bhanu Singha 
^1 84), Rajarshi (1887) later dramatized as 
arjan (1890), Raja-o-Rani (1889) dramatized 
a- fapati (1928). 

These prove beyond doubt that Tagore was 
eminently the Playwright Poet long before 
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the enuM'gence of actor-drainatistists like Girish 
Chandra Ghosh and Amritalal Basil. The last 
named vetern Amritalal Basu lived, to see and 
aporeciatt' not only the plays but the superb 
acting of Rabindranath. 

On his Birth Ceidmiary nt'vv and cjvative 
ballets and optu’as wei't' stagunl before huge 
gatlnu’ings in Boxudd Russia, as 1 watched their 
l)repai‘ations whik' contact iiig Russian artistes 
and attending the 25th Intcnaiat ional Congress of 
Ori(mtalist in Moscow in August l‘.)60. 

But so far as his natixc' city ol' Calcutta is 
concerned tlu^ onl\' photo of Tagore, as Valmiki 
(1881), was snap|)ed and reiiroduced by the 
‘Statesrnair which worthily reproduced it in 1913. 
Noveml>er, when Tagori^ won tlu' lii’st Nobel Prize 
in Asia. Few Indian iiaiiers could then tind out a 
worthy photo of tin* Pla\’\vright-Act oi’-Poet ap- 
pearing in so man>’ I'oles (188b l911). 

Some very raie. i)hot()s of Rabindranath, 
his famil\- and entourage ha\e been recovenul 
oblivions by the Viswa-Bharati Ihiblicuition De- 
partment. But a final attemjit has yet to 
be. made to trace othm* photos in the Albums of 
Mrs. Satyendranath Tagoi-e (wife of the first. 
Indian T.(fS.) and hei' talented daughter Indira 
Devi and cousin lik(‘ Ih'ativa (fhaudhri ; and their 
friends and relations. Alas we lost the House of 
Al)indranath and Gagaiiendranath Tagore who in- 
herited Princ(' Dwarkanath Tagore’s (1794- 
1846) Reception Hall for foreign guests, like Count 
Okakush, Painter, Y, Taikan, Von-Strangwars 
(Musciologist) and W. Rothenstein — first publi- 
sher of the English Gitanjali (1912). That historic 
house has been destroyed. His [lainter nephew 
Abindranath and Gagaiiendranath who were also 
celebrated as fellow-actors with Master Rabindra- 
nath. Ardhendu Mustafi (great stag(‘ hero) and 
Hem Chandra Basu Mullick also appeared with the 
Poet dramatist (1890-1900.) They appeared in 
the now defunct Bharat Sangeet Samaj (Corn- 
wallis Street). That was the age of 'kShakes- 
perian*' drama and acting in Bengali. In 1862-64 

TAGORE CENTENARY VOLUME 

CALCUTTA MUNTOIPAL GAZETTE. 
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Michael Madhusudan after writing tragedies and 
coniedies and an E))ic^ — sailed for the West with 
Satyendranath Tagore, the Elocutionist whom 1 
listened joyously to recite the soliloquy of Hamlet. 

From thg early Santiiiiketan pcniod (l‘)01- 
1921) we often met with the FoeFs loyal friends 
R(‘V. ('. F. AndiM^ws aiid W. W. Ik'arson. Hut oin' 
Pocd-paijder left inimitahle i)en-i)ictures of his 
lirst two Ti'avels in the Wk'st (1S7S and J8t)9) in 
his i)rose diai'i(*s and Udters ‘d "i, 

and other works from (1908) 

and ^ve 

pc'rsorially watched the transformation of 'fagore’s 
technique^ as th(‘ Actoi'-dramatist who bewitched 
us f)y appearing in the tilk^-roles of Falf/nm (191()) 
J>is((ri(ni (1922) and T((j)((fi (1928). Thus before 
his 70th yeai- and tinal red ii’enanit, fi'om the stage, 
man\' ])hotos must ha\a‘ been taken l)y his Indian 
and foreign admireo’s, who l)e‘gan Hocking to the 
I^x’t, -artists corner spc'cially since th(‘ starting of 
the international Uni\ersity of Visva-llharati. 
Its Uabindra Musenim must have had ivs(‘arches 
to do and riK/over man>' rai'e docinmnits in the lim* 
Hiat his SoN'iet admirers ar(‘ doing. Tai,''or(‘ 
and his shoj’l visit to tlie USSR in 1920 when J 
struggled hard for a fo]-eign tour to priqiare the 
(lolden Rook of Tagor(\ rtqiroducing so many 
foi’eign photos and homages to Foed on his Sei)tu- 
genarw My friend Sliri Anial llonu^ also used 
his talent and resourcefuliu'ss to jiublish many 
i-are things in the two special issues dedicated to 
Tagoi'o in l!t‘H and 1911 with his latc^st Fiblio- 
graphy. So we are thankful to the (’oriioration 
foi’ ])ublishing now’ the ('eidimary Soinenir of the 
*('<iJc((ff(( M i( II id iHiJ GazdU.' 

Ikiinstaking rt'search should be made by all 
admirers of Tagori' in India and abroad — to dis- 
covcM* and ri'produce Ins ])hotographs and sketches 
of the great world traveller, d'agoi-e. He siient 
1912-12 in Europe and U.S.A. ; 1916-17 in Japan 
and IkS.A. with his aidist-piqiil IMukul De. 1920-21 
again in Europe, lM\k and U.S.A. after renouncing 
Knighthood ; F921-2r) in Burma, IMalaya, Uhina, 
Japan and Argentine (falling ill,) in 1928 in 
(danada, Japan and Indo-China, just a year after 
an intimsive (ailtural lour through Java, Bali and 
Siam (1927) writing there megre feat poems on 
tlie Fnddha and the Borabuoor and returning 
honu' to de\olo]) fully his dance-drama cycles of 


Thus in the last decade of his ci’^ative life Rabin- 
dranath not only revived the dance-traditions ol 
India but also developed a most original futunsi 
school of ])ainting leaving to the nation about 
2000 copies just as he gave us his legacy over 200() 
songs from the Flassical to the KirUin Baul and 
rich Folk-music. A British musicologist — Forc- 
stragge ways in his Hindusthan (1910) listeiit'd 
and r(H:orded in staff -notation, only a few 
l)ieces wdiich he heard in the Jorasanko House, 
There the recent Drama, Dance and Music Depai l- 
ments ha\'e stai’ted working and with the Govern- 
immt ac(juisition of the old house, more work 
wu'll b(^ done we hope in the held of creation and 
consi'rvation. 

The Lalit Kala Academy of New^ Delhi and 
the University of Paris published Albums of 
Tagore Faintings. England and Germany, France 
Rumania and Gr('ec(u Indonesia, Egypt, Iran and 
Italy and Hundar\ , (Czechoslovakia, Yugoslo\da, 
Jiumania aiid Gix'ece, Indonesia, ICgypt, Iran and 
lra(i wdhch lu^ visitc'd (1929-22) each of these 
li'iendly countiues of India celel>ratcd Tagore Uen- 
tenary. So w(‘ should kee}) in touch wdth them 
and tr\’ to get duplicate' records of his songs voice- 
recitals and rare photos now^ missing in Indio. 
His HU ]n)w our dfitioiKil A')ith(-i}i, has 

been iurned and playt'd by diverse artistes in 
dihei'ent styles. So wu' should collect them alse 
to be used in future^ in the ‘Tagore auditoriums” 
in India and al)road. They are the worthy sym- 
bols o1 Tagore’s “East WesU’ Philosoi)hy of ca 
operation and in his second (’entenary of not in 
this lu’st one w’e may found many creative artists 
and thinkei‘s ol* the East, rerukuang back to India 
— his Motherland — their devoted researches ini'’ 
the archives of many lands. Hoping this hap)v 
collaboration 1 mo\’ed the Moscow^ Congress that 
prei)arat ion be made right now to complete Tagoia 
Bibliography” on a truly International scale 
The 25 Congress of Orientalists (August 196U 
endorsed th(' ])rop()sal wTich will be expaiKha 
wJuen the\- wall meet in India (1962) in thei 
fort hcom ing sessions . 

Dynamic pictures of Tagore the Actor-dra 
matist could be recovered after considerable am 
devotcal research. But still the pictures of hi 
noted contemporaries — if collected — will fill 
special gallei\\’ of the Tagore Museum. His gi’anJ 
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father Prince Dwarkanath Pagoi'e (17^)4-1846) 
and his father Maharshi Deberidranath (1817- 
1906) gave sittings to many artists who could be 
traced, modelling their figures or jiainting their 
faces. Our National Library, Alipore, has many 
inings to offer. Has any search miide in Belve- 
dere, and other historic houses of Calcutta, Oeorgi' 
Washington’s contemporary i.)ortraii has l)een 
traced in a (Ailcutta house. Dr. Lagore came into 
jicrsonal relations with Iswar (dhandra Vidya- 
sagar Madhusudan, Hem (dhandra, Nabin 
Dhandra, Biharilal and Poet l)el)en Sen. 1 met 
Pidyanath Sen, reciting French ])oems to 'Tagore 
who enjoyed then. So his i)inloso|)lici‘ fia'end 
brajendranath Seal (1864-1 i)o8) discussed aljoiit 
his early poems (1881-91) and also recited tlie 
Sanskrit Ananda Lahari of Sia/ka rrlid nja . 
I'heir puctures shoidd find along with many 
others in the Tagore Oaller\’ of t iu' new ( o]*})ora- 


tion House to be built on the occasion of the 
(’entenary year. His early admirers like Sir J. (d. 
Bose, Shri Kamanaiida Chatterjee and Shri 
Pramatha Fhaudhuri and his t:dented wife Indira 
Devi and other brilliant members of the “Tagoi’e 
family” should be repi'esented. In early Santini- 
k(‘tan day his colleagues like Brahmabandhab 
Uiridhya (born 1861) and Prof. Mohit Sen, 
Editor of his second collected works, Pandit 
Vadushekher Sliastid Pandit Kshitimohan Sen, 
Suresh Phandra Boy, A.jit ("dia.krabarty and Kali- 
inohan Sen (Pural wadiarc^ Oflicer) and others are 
yet unrei)resented. IWimous stor\’ writers like 
senior Prabhat Mukherjet', Pharu Handof)adhya, 
Mani ( langopadliNa and Saurin Mukherjee still 
remains unhonoured. His Weestern admirers and 
colk^agues also deserve a sf^ecial section ot the 
Tagore gallery (from 1910-1910). 


I love India, not ijecatisc* 1 cultivate the idolatry td’ geography, not heeause 1 
have had the chance to be horn in her soil, but l)ecause r;he has sav(Ml thronr.ii tuiviuP 
tiions ages the living words lliat have issued from the illLiminaled eonseiousness of her 
great sons: Satyam, Jnanani, Anantam Ilrahina, Brahma is 1 rnth, Brahma is wisdom, 
Brahma is infinite ; Santam, Si\’am, Advaitam, yienee is in Brahma, goodness is in 
Brahma, and the' unity of all l)eings. 

The house hokhw shall have his life estahlislied in Brahma, siiall pni'SLK* tin' 
deepei' truth of all things and in all activities of life dedicate his wi.rks to tti(‘ Eternal 
Being. 

Thus we have emne tr» know that what India tiaily seelm is not a peaco v/hieh is 
ill iK'Kutioji IT in some itioclnuiical adjust.ivient, but tluU. which is in STVAM, in (•;o<Klncss 
which is in ADVAITAM, in the truth of iicrfect union ; that India docs not enjoin lier 
children to cease from KARMA, hut to perform their KARMA in the prcseiice of the 
Eternal, with the pure hnowledpe of the spiritual mcaniriji: of existence : that this is 
the true pj’ayer of Mother India : 

He who is one, who is above all colour distinctions, who dispenses the inherent 
needs of men of all colours, who comprehends all things from their heginning to the end, 
let Him unite us to one another with the wisdom which is the wisdom of goodness.. 






Kahindrana'Ih’s ^'vniiis which has made 
world a(*lvn()wlc(lR(‘ liim an one of its R*reat 
m(‘n was th(‘ ^l()^^•crinR: of a ('('iitiirv of fariiil\ 
cidliirt* ; a ciiltm'(‘ of which th(‘ beautiful aftxu'- 
atlloroscoiicc l)l()ssomcd in th(‘ writing of his 
ii(‘])h(‘w liaUmdra Nath Ta^roiv and can be seen 
bloofuiiiR; in tiu' (‘lo(|iu‘nc(‘ of some of his 
R*randsons. 

Ilis Ki’^uid fa tiler Dwai'kanath TaRon' tow(‘r- 
ed al)o\'e most of liis co-woi'K'crs at a time whim 
fUmmii could boast of men who were leacU'rs of 
tlioiiR’lit and action. lb* was intimatt‘l>' connec- 
ted A\'ith tlu^ various uiKkudaldiiRs of that 
woiKhu’fnl man Ibim ]\lohun lioy for the uplift of 
tlu' jieopltv 

]b‘ estalilislied with some friends the first 
Indian Jlanl\ (the Ihiion l>ank) on the lines of 
European Eanks. If it faik‘d that was because 
the foundei;s wm'e ahead of their time. 

He ('stablislual a biisiiu'ss Innist' on the model 
of Eneiish hous('s in collaboration with a 
Euro]>ean. 

Wdien immt'diately after deporting the Eng- 
lish journalist J, E. Huckingham Adarm framed 
rules to I’egulate the future publication of news- 
papiu’s, etc., within the settlement of Fort 
^^''illiam (1S2:> A.D.) he. together with five other 
Eengalis ]ietitioned the Court objecting to them 


Ancestry of a Great Life 

IlEMENDltA PRASAD GIIOSE 


as cuidailing the liberty of the Press. The risk 
he uiidertook would be apiiarent from the s])eecli 
in‘ deli\’(*re(L Melcalfe made the Press in India 
fi*ee in P)!k5. 

11(‘ said that wluui he submitted the objec- 
tion some of his friemds told him that he W'ould 
h(‘ lia nged. Tlu‘ alien (h)\ermneiit recognised 
his inliiienct' and merii and made him the first 
Justice of tile Ik'aee. He left for Europe in 
JanuaiA’, ISJl, trax'elled on the continent, was 
(Uitertained in England by (Jueen Victoria, the 
(\un1 of lbrecl(»rs of the East India Company 
gav(' him a rntnlal in recognition of his services 
to India. He again visited England in 1845 and 
di(‘d in London on August 1, 184G. 

During his first visit to England he saw 
(ieorge Thompson who after taking a ])rominent 
part in the abolition of the system of Negro 
apprenticeship was then turning his attention to 
India as he \N’as distressed at the news that 
reached India of the ravages of the famine. 
Dwarkanath piirsuaded him to accompany him to 
India and see things for himself. Thomson res- 
ponded to the call. 

His son Debendranath Tagore \vas a man 
of outstanding personality. A section of the 
P)rahmos called him a Maharshi because of his 
work in connection with the religious reform. He 



( 149 ) 


esiablished the Brahmo Samaj which stood for 
pure theism purged of idolatory. But he was au 
aiiieiit nationalist and did not abjure most of the 
cii; toms which had become characteristic of the 
sduiety. When his father died it was Ibund that 
!lie mercantile concern he had been running had 
incurred heavy liabilities. Lawyers told Dexen- 
ilianath that if he would only take refuge under 
thr* provisions of the law the debts would be con- 
sidered on the liabilities of the Company and he 
would be relieved of them. But he declined to 
accept the advice— preferring to sidTei* sacriliee, 
and pay off the debts. This he did. This scru- 
iniloLis honesty shines out clearly in an honest 
and honourable light, amid the dai’kness of 
settishness and unsciaipulous intrigues that ilien 
I'revailed in the society where fat maggots of 
lalssehood and cree])ing parasites of greed that 
dreed in the warm contort of coinmiffion tinm 
[ire vailed. 

His honest decermination not to evade the 
t'csponsibilit\^ of the liabilities of the Company of 
which his father had been one of the propri(‘tors 
ntti’acted the attention and entlirolled th(‘ admi- 
nation of all. In politics he was a nationalist — 
lar ahead of his compeers. For some time he 
was the Honorary Secretary of the British Indian 
.Association. He helped Nabagopal Mittei* (])0])u- 
lai-ly called ‘'National Nabagopal”) in organising 
the Hindu Mela for the dissemination of the idea 
nationalism and in conducting the Sutiumd 
Muifazine. Ralaindranath has also recorchal how 
c letter written to him by a ndative was returned 
d" ‘cause it had been wrifttui in English. But he 
tiimself had wonderful command over tin* English 
d'lnguage. 

Even in his old age, when the infirmities of 
cee had crept upon him, he took' a keen int(‘rest 
! SI all that went in his domestic circle and outside 
Slid he purposely settled down in a country house 
lot too far to be out of the reach of the din 
snd bustle of the town. With him work had becm 
bde gospel of life. Like a shrewod practical 
rnan he had paid off the liabilities left by his 
father by disposing of unnecessary house pro- 
I'orty and surplus furniture etc. and by careful 
management of his landed properties. In his 
family he was a strict but affectionate head. 

His contribution to the development of Ben- 
gali language and literature was very valuable. 


His magazine the Tutt iruhodhhii was unique of 
its kind at the tune and among those engaged by 
him to li(‘li) ill maintaining its high standard 
wei’e—the great \ddyasagar, Kaj'narayan Bose — 
high priest of aggressixa^ nationalism and Akshoy 
KTiniar Dutt tlie hrsl Bengali writei* to convey 
through I he mother tongue subjecds scientilic and 
results of ri‘st'aridi. His own pr(\se style was 
ck'ar, tarse and tascinat ing. 

Of his sons and daugiiliu's — the eldest 
DwijdmdranaHi xvas a( once a iiocd, a philosopher 
and a theologian. Of Kalidas’s M cf/hd iii u we 
hax'e al)out txxauitx translations in Bengali xcu'se 
but his xvas tile first and jwudiaps the bcest. He 
was th(‘ |)ioiU‘(u- in xvriling a Bengali book on 
philosophy. Tlu' annual addr(sss he d(dixau\Ml ati 
the Bangx'a Sahitya Paidshad containc'd new 
sLiggeslions for de\ (doping flu* lit(u*at uiae It xvas 
of him that a great scholai' — Bandit Biannath 
Sarasxxati wrote, hx‘ was “a gcvntlenian whose 
mind is comprelumsive (‘noiigh to grasp at the 
same time Tlu'olojyx' and Sc'iiuuas Ikxdry and 
Bhilosophx." 

In 1 )wijen(b‘anat [i were combiiu'd thi‘ charac- 
taristics of the sarauf and tlu^ saint. When he 
retired to Sajjtinik(d an to ])ass his days in con- 
templation of Cod as lie sat undcu’ a tree the 
birds, knowing instinctixely that h(^ could do no 
harm, would lueau- round him aJid e\en sit on his 
lap ! 

Dex'endi’an.a t h's sixaind son Satyendnuiath is 
bett(‘i‘ known as tlu^ first Indian to enter the 
Indian Civil Serx icc* tln‘ough the door of com- 
jxditixe examination h(dd in Eimdand. His entry 
into th(‘ l.C.S. a close juasserve for British boys — - 
xvas so unusual and unexpected that Michael 
Madhusudan Dutt made it the sid>je(*t of one of 
his en(|uisit ixx' sonnets wjdtten in Italy. But 
Satyendranath was a litteratcair r)f no mean 
order. His fascinating: l.iook 0]i the Parsis of 
Bombay is a mine of informaTion al)out Parsi 
society. His translation ol“ th(‘ Mer/had/ifa in 
Bengali verse show's his (‘ommand over the 
language and jxxdic diction. As a youngman he 
had written his famous song Jai Bharater' Joy 
which was sung in the first session of thc^ Hindu 
Mela — the precui’sor of the Indian National Cong- 
ress — which was held under the patronage of his 
father and which could be replaced only by 
Bande MaUtram written many years later. In- 
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h(‘<*tr(l it .su/i^ nj lionihay Romesh 
( 'Ijaiifii'a Initi wrote Ifial it was 
National Sony. Ih* s(‘r\a‘(l in ]Jonil)ay and alter 
liis r(‘t ir(‘ni(‘iU fi’oni ,s<-r\ ic(^ was elected lO'esident 
ol' \a1ore sc'^.'-ioi) oC the Renyal Pro\dii('ial 
(’unleren<‘e wIkmi fie rerninch^d the audieocas of the 
risk the\ ran in hriiiKin;': a ftian I’reni the ohscu- 
i it \ nl' fii: ret ir(‘nieiil into tiie arinia of j)e)]itics. 

A not lie)' hj'olfier dat iriiidj'aiiat h rniached 
lU'nyali literal uia- hy translatiny more than a 
do'/(‘!] SansI.rit di'amas. sevci'a! dramatic works 
and Loti'. Jhtlid j’roni eiayina! I^A'encfi and Loke- 
niaii IJal ( ia ny adliar d'ilak’s Maf/ii/nK (ijHis the 
lUidfihdl (iifd from oriynnal Alai’hati. In fiis 
>(iiinyei’ (l•ly^: wlnai tfiere was pancitc ol' dramas 
111 ll(‘ny;al' fie w rotr a niimiK'r ol' dramas out y:a\'e 
11(1 writ ilia dramas “lor I'resfi hidds" onl\' wlien 
hf round I hat (iirisfi (’fiaiidi'a (ifios<- fiad a|>p(‘ai'- 
ed to (iill up tfie jmp (U'ealt'd h\' tfi(‘ deatfi of 
Alicliael Aladlmsudaii hull and I )inal)aiidhii 
Alii ter, lie was a palrict to tfie c(»)\* of Ids fxn'ny. 
lie wa,^ the pioiieci' to C(»mpet(' wilfi Eiir(»peaiis 
Ml haxin.e sti'aimu's for inland waterwavs. It 
created y r(‘al eiilfiiisiasm in I fm \’oiiny:m(‘n of 
ra nyal Ih' suffered se\ere pei iiniary l(rss in the 
\eiijiire wfiicfi eiidi'd in a dt‘hacl(' : hut lh(M‘(‘ ai‘(‘ 
man_\ \enlui‘es in wfiicfi failure is more ylorioiis 
than success, lie was a man of ma]i\' ideas to 
\\fii('li fie could yive sfiape. 11 is map of future 
India rexu'als fiis farsiylit. 1 U* was a xaduiminous 
w I’itiu'. 

It is noi ni\ juirpost* to haw* flow the literai‘\' 
yaaiius rexasded itself in tfieir succ(‘ssoi's like 
Sudhindranat h Tayinaa Srimati Imlira Hex i idc. 
Hill mention must l)e made of Katiiiidranat h's 
sisda- Srimati Swai’ua Kiirnari l>('\i (wife of 
danakinatfi (Ifiosal -for > asirs l\lr. Tlurm*’s tae 
v\orkt'r in the Indian National ( ’onyi'ess) . Shi' 
not onl.x editt'd with ahilitx tfie lUuirait a maya- 
/'lit' xx'hicfi fiad iieen startl'd on the model of thi' 
lUi ii(f(dJin‘Siui l»x 1 >x\ i jt'ndranat h but was the 
autlior of (piiti' a mimbei' of works of fictiou. It 
was of her that Aiirobindo wrote — ‘'that llower 
.if fendnitu' ciiUiua' in Itenyal Swarnakimiari 
1 >e\i.*' 

Siicfi XX as tile conditions when Rabindranath 
api'caivd in a findly which liad bet*n an important 
centia^ of culture, Rabindranath has himself 
said tfnd Ram Mohun Roy first lifted Renyal 


fi-orn the \vale]' and put it on the foundation o[ 
yraiiite and Baidvdm t(K)k over it a stream oi 
ideas and with the suit thus left made it a fertif 
field J'or the yroxvth of ideas. 

When Kalaindranath entered the arena, 
thanks to the td’st products of the renaissance-^ 
R.enyali prose and Renyali poetry had been t ji 
I’icfn.'d bx' xaidous writers and patrons of litera- 
ture. In ]))'os(' he had before him the sonomus 
ses(iuipidalia of Kali Prasanna Sinyhaks Malia- 
hli(ir(if(t. tile t('rse and (sisilx' inukuestable style nt 
llaj<‘ndrala! Milter, the sweet and correct lanyu- 
ayc used h\' Iswaj’ Phaiidra Addyasayar whom 
Ral'indi’anath I’eyaialed as th(‘ first artist in the 
matter of P»('ny;ali lanyuaye. the simple and t'X 
ina/ssive style of Akshoy Kumar Dull and Raj- 
iiaraji! Posi/, tlu' xiyoroiis manner of expressioii 
adopted 1>>' 1 )ebendi'anat li dkiyore and the collo 
(lual Renyali used b\’ the revoltiny writer 
'I'afwfiand Tfiakiiin In potdi’y he had Ixd'ore him 
tfi*.‘ Miltonic thunder of thaf “miyhty mouthed 
inxwntor of hai’)nonies” -]\Tichael Madhusudan 
Dutt, tfi(' militant xiyoui’ of Hk' style adopted hy 
Ib'iii (’fiandra, the simjile style of Ranyalal renic- 
niseent of T'ojh', as also tfu' lyrics of tlie Vaishnax/i 
po('ts about Ifu' loxe of Radha and Krishna— 
redok'st of that xx 'Id tloxvei' ai'oma Avhich breathe, s 
in th(' leyend of l^sxche and Cu!)id. He had 
nari-aled fioxx tfie sonys composed by Dasharathi 
wc'ia^ simy by pi'ofessional sinyers b(‘fore ikm 
femaU' meml^ers of liis family. He was ein 
coura yi'd by tfie insiiii’iny admiration of hi." 
brothers and ri'xxardc'd for his success by his 
fat fiei*. 

No woiuk'r tile ci’uel sweat panys of par 
turition in litei'atun' were felt by him when 
still x'oimy. And liis natural yifts wen^ impro\e d 
fix st('ad.x practice till thex* rejoiced in their ova 
power. In tlie matter of likmaiyv work he w:r 
I'ncoui'ayed by the members of his family wher* . 
as the x'oiinyest cliild of the house, he was 
Vu'ouyht up in an atmosphei>e of admiration and 
adulation. He yot every thiny too easily in hi-' 
life. Whether it xvas family prestiye, wealth, 
literary success fortune rained upon him her 
favours with such lavish profusion as to yenerate 
in him some of the qualities or characteristics ol’ 
the spoilt child of the nursery. He was allowed 
to ]duck every rose : but if sometimes he 
scratched his fingers he vailed disconsolate as if 
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[ii> loiindations of the great deep had been broken 
and he had been delivered over to the tortures 
the dammed. 

This unfortunate characteristic was seldom 
ir,. re signally illustrated than n the extra- 
( 111! inary speech he delivered to thosi^ who 
li.a! gone to Bolepur to congratulate him on his 
itceiving the Nobel Prize of tht‘ year. In a 
>))t‘ech which had been written— not in the' lieat 
(*1 the moment but in his study — he rebuked the 
•rmtleman overlooking the fact that they were 
yiiests for the time being the gravamen being 
that they had recognised his merit only after it 
li.id been discovered by Europeans. It never 
iKH iirred to him that his countrymen, e\en those 
liK(' Bankim (thandra and (diandra Nath Bose, 
had been i)rofused in praising his litei'ary genius. 
Ih' overlooked the fact that the no\elty of lh(‘ 
,-t‘ntiment expressed in the poems of the 
^ > it(iiij<tU which was a refreshing novelly to 
lairope, had been age old in India and tlu^ lieri- 
’ag(' of })oets in Bengal. Moreoviu’ lu' should 
ha\'e remember that familiai‘it\ Ijianais (a)ntem|)t. 

The atmosi)here in which he had been 
wrought u)) added to his s(msiti\eness as a po(T. 
and made' him intoknanit ol’ adxau'se criticism 
-e\'en like Iveaies. Though h(‘ had — as a 
vonng asinrant launched an un])rovoked attack 
»ii Michael Madhusudan Dutt ; though In* had — 
a litik' later dared attack Bankim Chandra to 
' Tossed swords with whom was a car(‘er ; though 
as an oldei’ man he had abused Chandra Nath 
Basu and writt(‘n something about his ()ne-tim(‘ 
i‘o-woi*ker Upadhaya Brahmahandhab which he 
liad to withdrew — h(^ could not tolerate advei’S(‘ 
criticism. 

It was said of Sir James J’i(‘ton. that 
lirilliant hero of Waterloo, that he would never 
tiaxe learned to command because he had nev(‘r 
learmal to f)be>s The inconstancy r )1 th(* brilli- 
ajit amateui' was v)ver all his doings. The notes 
of his eldest brother Dwijendranath on his re- 
mark in his letter from Europe had no chastening 
effect on him because one can not value tliat for 
which he had not paid. A literary career- — 
which, later, brought him the recognition of the 
world — he had not to swallow as a bitter pill. Tie 
had himself chos(m it and not accepted it as a 
lUrmnom hcredita.^ he had deliberately taken to 
it. And he ought to have known that 


‘T//e heights by c/i'cai ni((H reached and kepi 

Were not afiai}i('d by sudden jUght, 

But they, ndien then' ro in jni n ions slept. 

ITere tailing iipicards in ihi night." 

It is, however, a blessing in '‘disguise whmi 
men of genius and ideas art' confronit'd with 
Opposition, becaiist* to know the greatness of the 
truly great it is nect'ssary to pass them tinu' and 
again through ordeals td’ ad\'erse cii'cumstanct's— 
to smelt away their dross in the cruciblt' of 
oppositit>n. 

Ilal)in(ii'anat If s genius rt'x t'als jtrt'cosit\ . 
Wht'ii he was onl>' a boy of tweUe years one of 
his poems was considered tit to bt' published in 
thtc Tat irabodlani Bairih'a a j’ournal which had 
been fht' literar\' training ground of Ka.inarain 
Bose and Aksho\' Kumar Dutt as also perhajis of 
Iswar Chandi’a \ddyasagar. Next year ht' was 
chost'ii to recitt' one of his patriotic jioems at iht' 
annual meeting of the Hindu Mi'la. Nobin 
(’handra S('n has recoink'd in his n'nfmiscc'nces 
tlac ai)iH'aranc(' ol' Uabindi’anath in the' Hindu 
Mela. He translated vShakespear('\s I\la<‘beili iiito 
Bengali. A portion of this translation was siib- 
s('(pientl\’ ])uf)lished in the Bharati then edited l>y 
his eldt'st brother Dwijendranath. 

His fath('i' had taki'ii meticulous care to hav(' 
his children jU’operl.N' educated ; and the lit(‘rary 
at mos[)hc'r(‘ in which tliey wer(' l)i'ought ui> had 
l)('('n created by him. 

Kabindranath went on writing in Ib'Ugali 
and his (dforts in this din'ction were' incessant. 
The ('aidiei- writings, of course, rc'vealed immatu- 
rity l)ut also great promise and in some cases 
originality which must be regarded as a novelty. 
He has himself alloW(*d sonu^ of them to dis- 
apimar in the limbo lak(' of oblivion and if they 
are In'ing nsscued by his admin'rs it is not. only 
to satisfy' curiosity ))ut also t,o afford oT)portunity 
to trace tlu* growth and develoi)nient of his lit(‘- 
raiw genius. Some of them suTer from int.oxica- 
tion with the author’s varbosity w'hile some show 
unmistakeable signs of original ideas,— which are 
not aiifireciated by tho.se who consider everything 
new as im])ious. No wonder these productions 
failed to secure admiration from the majority of 
rc'aders accustomed to old ideas expressed in old 
metres. His books had, therefore, to be disposed 
of at a cheap price to a book-seller (Gooroodas 
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('hatleriee) who used to sell then in lots once a 
year, — by advertising- in the news|)ai)ers. Only 
45 coj)i(‘s ot ilunie’s llistoi*y of England was sold 
in London in the first year. And wliat about 
Eitzzerald’s fanious llvhhijait ? It fell abso- 
lutely Hat u])dn the market. Writes Edmond 
Goss— “The first i)ublication of his magnificent 
j)oem appears to have* lirought Eitzzerald no 
br(‘ath of recognition from the world outside the 
circl(‘ of Iris friends. Th(‘ co])ies in Miz (iuaritch's 
sfio}) seem to ha\'(' found no buyers, and to have 
gravitated ratin'r surprisingly soon to the four 
])enny l)oxes outsidi^ the bookseller’s stalls. 

Though intokn-eid of aebauvse criticism it is 
our good fortuiK' tliat it could not shak(‘ Labin- 
dranath, faith in his ultimate victory, and he 
went on writing ])oenis essays and what not. 

As a matter of fact llabindi'amith’s countrymen 
— the (‘ducal ed class(‘s who were his audience, 
ne\(‘r dimied him tin* r(‘cognition which a young 
aspirant caji claim. 

What dolinson wrote of (h)ldsmith is also 
ai)plicabl(‘ to Labindranat h, h(‘ was one — 

“Who left, scai*cel.\’ any styl(‘ of writing 

un t oil dual 

And l(*uclu‘d nothing that he did not adorn.” 

It: is si'ldoin that a jioet i)ro\’t‘s a succ(‘ssful 
.iouiaialist. Jf wc' acci^pt this ojiinion we can 
sei‘ the successi'ul jiamphletem' in Itabindranath. 
Many of his well-known i)a])ers wi'iv written on 
contemi)orary exents. 11 is conniadion with the 
nev\'s])ai)er was not of one who becomes d(‘sicated 
in fe(‘ding tlu* furnace of daily journalism. But 
he vxas connectc'd with a weekl.x’ newsjiaiier. 
Wluai th(‘ Indian National (k)ngress met for the 
second timi^ in Galcutta in 18f)0, Arthur llume — 
the dictator of tlu' Gongress pro])osed that the 
Congress should ha\(^ a facngali oi'gan in Bengal 
to j)oi)ularise it. The reasonableness of his pro- 
posal was ai)])arent and the nangaJxtsi the most 
l)oi)ular Btmgali weekly of the time, was approach- 
ed. But tht' i)]‘oprietor of the paper tuiaied the 
proposal dowm. I’hen a com])any W’as registered 
in kla.w IShl to start on the tirinciiile of joint-stock 
th(‘ weeddy Hifalxtdi. Among the first 17 mcm- 
b(n's of tfu' Company w'ei\‘ Rabindi'anath liimself, 
his brothel' Satyendranath, his cousin Gaganen- 
dranath, his brother-in-kuv Janakinath Ghosal 
and his eldest bi'ot tier's son-in-knv Ramani Mohan 
Chat ter iee. Professor Krishna Kamal Bhatta- 
charya xvas selecteel to shoulder the editorial res- 


j)onsibilit>s Rabindranath wais a regular contri- 
butor to its column, and a few of his short stories 
were published in this paper. 

Prior to the publication of Hitabadi Rabin- 
dranath acted as Manager of the monthly maga- 
zine Balaka edited by his sister-in-lawg wdfe ol 
Satyendranatli Tagore. During the year of its 
existence his contiabutions to it numbered sixty- 
nine. He w i*ote poems, articles on various sub- 
.)(‘cts, a WMirk of fiction etc. 

When the Sadhai/a wats started the name of 
his nephew' Sudhindraiiath appieared as its 
editor ; but Ridiindranath wais the “power behind 
the throne'’ and later became its de facto and 
dc jure Editor. 

For some time he edited the Bharatiy the 
Bhandcr — a magazine pulilished for the propaga- 
tion of sirodcshl ideas in (economics and the 
l*(ni(i((d((r.^h(i a — rexdved by Sailesh Chandra 
Majurndar. Thus he could not escape from tlu' 
s])ell of journalism upon him. 

Th(‘ day before the reactionary Government 
enact(‘d a law’ regarding sedition he delivered in 
the Town Hall of Calcutta a lecture expressing 
public indignation over it. 

His k(^en interest in newssjiaper was abiding. 
\\4ien some Calcutta new’spapers fell out he issued 
the following stateimml. from Santiniketan on De- 
emnber 21. H)37. 

“In this most critical i>eriod of the history of 
our province, w’hen jiroblems of tremendous diffi- 
culty ai’c loudly challenging us, I earnestly appeal 
to the editors of our journals to be extremely 
careful in avoiding the temptation of constantly 
giving exaggerated emphasis to popular weak- 
nesses, — those that woi’k against the binding 
force in the fruit-bearing soil of our national 
being. 1 nnumera ble channels of self-deprecia- 
tion, along w’hich w’e are. carrying on our daily 
traffic in mutual revilement, are creating deeper 
mischief in the internal constitution of our body- 
l)ublic than the manoeiu ring of those outsiders 
w’ho pile Li)) a w’orld-opinion against us with the 
dexterous us(' of half-truths and facts distorted 
into a caricature.” 

Even in the domain of politics wffiere Rabin- 
dranath made some mistakes his countrymen for- 
go! those mistakes in their admiration for his 
achievements. As a matter of fact the mistakes 
pale into insignificance before his achievements. 
The ix)et was temperamentally incapable to take 
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in iictive politics because as Gardiner has 
jjipl . j)ut it of i)olitics is a crude business any- 
ccriciiii coarseiiGss oi fibre, a hardness 
|„l ,:i(ei'-umGnt, that make it no fit affair tor a man 
b)l‘ s(*nsitive mind.” We have to add to it the 
Idaiirei's that are the inevitable concommitants of 
[active politics by a subject ))eo])le stri\’ing' to over- 
phrnw autocratic domination ; tor it often re- 
[(|Liires the use of the ride, the l)omb and the sword. 

: (1) Ka))indranath after contributing:’ to the 

lindcpe'iidence movement by his soiip’s, i)oems, 
;|)a])ci\s etc. shrank from it when Ijoycott — as an 
iideyral part gained i)oj)ularity. Though he had 
lafh’ocated the use of the sword which had rusted 
sj'oi’ want use and the Kharf/a as the weapon in 
ihe hand of the country he deprecated boycott and 
jirade it his ix^ason (one would not say excuse) 
Ifor condemning the movement. 

(2) On the occasion of a Polict^ Ikirade at 
d)acca on August 6, 192-1 Lord Jiytton as Gover- 
nor of Bengal had the impudence to say — 

“The thing that, has dislnvssed me rnoi'e han 
anylhing else since 1 came to India, is to find that 
mere hatred of authority can drive Indian men 
to induce Indian women to invent ofldmces against 
their own honour merely to bring discredit upon 
Indian Policemen.” 

This lie was wors(‘ than that itidulged in by 
Lord (dirzon w^hen he claimed that truth was a 
'Wesleni \irtue. The then Secretary of State 
tor India asked Lord Lyttoii to substantiate his 
rtat(']nent or be recalled. Puin stared Loial 
Lytlon in the face and he sought the help of an 
Indian Member of his Gabinet to extricate him 
h'nin the situation. Rabindi'anath at that time 
Wrote the following letter to Lord l.ytton : — 

“VoLir Excellency 

1 am being asked b\’ my countrymen to assist 
thoMi in gix'ing expression to their sense of indig- 
ent ion at the remark made by Ydoiir Excellency in 
Glcning to the complaint regarding police oiit- 
piges HI Indian women. 

S d here can be no room for doubt that the 
deal iriajority of my countrxnnen who haxe come 
wros: Your Excellency’s I’eported words, have 
i 'oCancily hurt by what they have taken 
Lorrj ) mean — a meaning so far as 1 am aware, 
^hioli das up to now not been authoritatively 
'^nted ;o have been wrongly attributed to those 
^'ords. 
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At the same time, knowing what 1 do of Your 
Excellency personally and ot the traditions of 
chivalry which are your inheritence, I find it 
exteremely difficult to believe that it could have 
l)een Your Excellency’s intention to cast asper- 
sions on the fair name of the women of our 
country, or even to hurt the feelings of my 
countrymen. 

So I feel that I owe it to Your Excellency, no 
less than to myself frankly to write and ask what 
Your Excellency’s real naxining was before 
saying anything furtlier about the inatTer. 

Trusting Your Excellency will excuse any 
liberty which I may have unknowingly taken. 

1 am, 

Yours KSincerely, 
Jlithivdra Nath Tagore 

Lord Lytton took this oi-)portunity to eat his 
own words. 

Rut Lord Lytton came out in his true colour 
when, in a second letter, Rabindranath asked him 
U) ])roduce evidence and he gave a reply w'hich 
was insulting to Raldndranath and to Indians 
generally. 

All these Rabindranath’s admiring country- 
men forgot in their admiration for his achieve- 
ments in the region of politics. They admired 
him — nay adored him for the inspiring songs he 
had composed in his f(‘rvour of i)atritism, the 
maati'a he had composed on the occasion of the 
IfakJnlxtiidhav a niauf}'a which Bengalis will 
alwax's remembei* and try to act up to — and the 
articles in xvhich he had given imoof of his ai’dent 
])alriotisni and indicated “coming exxmts” like a 
seer. Thex’ remembered the address he delivered 
on xvhat was to be his last birthday. 

Before Rabindranath, S. Iyer of Madras had 
renounced his Knighthood when Dr. Besant xxxis 
arrested and addressed a long letter to the Presi- 
dent of the United States of America detailing the 
iniquities of Bintish rule in India. But that 
letter xvas the argument of a great lawyer and 
lacked the poetic fire of Rabindranath which made 
his letter shine like a glittering sword. 

ilis rei)ly to Loi'd Ronaldshay regarding 
jHrexentix’e detention shoidd also be mentioned 
here. 

Thus in politics also Rabindranath rendered 
a gi’eat serxu’ce to India. 

TAGORE CENTENARY VOLUME 

CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL GAZETTE 



Chronology of events a 
Great Life 


1 so 1- J S()(l li(H n in ( ^nlciil in, Dwai'ka Nath 

FIRST 5 YlTMhS Tap.nic Lane, named after his tvsnnd 
falhei', lilt' “Rrinct'” Dwail'a Nath, 
on Tuesday, May 7, I S(‘» I , })e1ween Ij-SO and M A.M. (enr- 
it'spondiny: to Mnaday, tht' Ijath y/e/.veA// , Reiiyali Fra, 
RwOS and Saka I'aa, 17S:5) ; fouiteenth issue (nintli son) 
of tin* “Maluu'slii” Dt'lieiidra Nath Tay'oi'e and Sarada 
Devi (IS24-1S75). 

Deltendra Nath pureliases in ISh.'t, altont 20 h/t/Zn/s 
of land at Ilolpur, tlie inest'iit site of Santiiiiktdan and 
Visva-l>ha rati. 

i8()7-JS7() Admittt'd to Oriental Seminary ; 

AOF (klf) h'aves aft,er a sliort vvliile to join 

Normal Seliool ; latei' ])k-ieed, along’ 
with his elder hrother Somendranath anti nej ht'w Satya 
Pj’asad (lang’uly, under |)ri\at<‘ tutors.— makes first 
attempts at versitieatit)!! in ISOS; Joins Rengal At-ademy l)Ut 
plays truant shortly after; ft>r the fii’st time \ isits Saati- 
niketan with his father, t'oming hack itir his I jxnianini 
( Ih’ahminieal initiation into (ini/dtri jirayt'is) in Oalcutta 
on Otli February, 1S7.‘) (25th 1270 IkE., aye; 11 

yrs. 10 months) ; etimiiost's a drama F rithriraj J^arajaiKi 
(‘The llefeat t)f I’lithvi laj’) , the manuscript of which is 
lost, accomiianies his fathei — at ter a shtirt stay at, Santi- 
niketan — on an exti'iisive tour th)‘oug;h Northern India, 
staying at Amritsar for a m(»nth and four months in the 
Himalayas (Dalhousie) ; receives from his fattier regular 
lessons in Sanskrit grammar, English and rudiments of 
Astronomy ; leturns to Oalcutta and is admitted to St. 
Xavier’s Scliool (1871) ; one of his earliest poems under 
the title AbJnltis (‘Desire’) puldished annony mously in 
the I'd t ruhod It i iii I'dfi'iLdt ( N ow-Dec., 187-1), it being 
only nu'iitioned that composed by a 12 year-old boy ; 
death occurs of his mother (March 8, 1875 : Poet s age ; 
i;t yrs. 1() months). 

EARl.Y DAYS AND EARLY POEMS— The first 
poem published o\ er his name appears in tlie A ntrita 
FdZdr Pdtrih'd (th.-.m an Anglo-Beiigali weekly) of Fel)- 
ruary 25. 1875, written for and recited (on Fel>ruary 11, 
1875) at the ‘Hindu Mela', a patriotic gathering held 
annually in Oalcutta (sponsored in 18(17 by Rajnarain 



Ihtse and orgarnzed by Nabagopal Mitra and the Poctb 
cousin, Oanendranath Tagoi’e) ; study under tutors con- 
tinued at home in Sanskrit, Poetry and Drama {Kdvdir- 
ydtiiihhdbdin and Sdknutald) and in English Literature 
(mainly Shat.c'Sjieare ) ; translates Macbeth into Bengali 
\ ersc- (a piu tion of it was later published in the Bengali 
mag;azine, Hhardti of 1880-81) ; composes a song fora 
pati’iotic |)lay, Sdrojirii, written by his fifth brotliei 
.lyoti’indranath Tagore (1848-1525) ; writes at about tins 
time lUntd Fhdl (‘Tlie Wild Flower’), a long |)oem run- 
ning into eight cant, os and published in 187G in Jnaitd n Lur 
(a Benjo'ili montldy edited by Sri Krislma Das) ; also 
com])oses some l>'rics in tlu' style of Vaishnava Pdddbub 
(lyricr;) under the pseudonym of ^^Phttirta^infid Thdkin" \ 
goc'.s with his father on a second sojourn to the Himalayan 
regions. 

1877- 1881 Returning to Calcutta, appears in 

-ALF l(i-22 tlu' I'ole of ‘Alik Balm’, a eharactci 

in a \>h\y written by Jyotj’iii'lra- 
natii, privat('ly staged at the Jorasanlu) House, contii- 
Iniles jioems (including the ‘Bhanusinha' series), essay"', 
literary criticisms (notaldy one on Michael Madhusudaii 
Dutt ’s i\I( (/lid dddbdil li(( Kabyd ) — ail to the new Bengali 
monthly magazine, Plidi'dii, started in 1877 and edited lyv 
his I'ldest brother Dwijendranath Tagore (184()-Pd2d ) : 
other contrihutions inehuie Pltiliha fiiti (a long story) 
Kdnoiii (a novel, unfinished), lufbi Kdfthii (a long pcuuu' 
and articles on such varied topics as 'English Manners 
‘'J’he Anglo-Saxons and Anglo-Saxon Literature’, ‘Beatrix 
and Dante’ and a review of Bank ini Chandi’a Chalta*^' 
jee’s poems { Kdbll d-Pdstdk ) ; composes and reads 'k 
the Hindu Mela, a poem oii Lord 1-yttou’s Delhi Du'.'b^i’ 
(1877), imiuediately following the great Indian Faniiuc- 
an impassioned indictment of the cringing tribute 1'))" 
by the Princes and peoples of India to “the g(4dc) 
chain" imposed on India by England ; is sent to 
and study English Literature with his second breik^' 
Satyendranath Tagore (1842-1925), the first 
member of the Indian Civil Service, then District Judy^ 
Ahmedahad. 

IN ENOLANn~-Sails with Satyendranath for ICkl 
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la/iu by s.s. Poona, on September 20, 1878 his first 
),o( i> of poems, Kabi-Kahhii is publisiied on November 5, 

; arrives in London and goes to se.hool at Brighton 
-la ring with Mrs. Satyendranath Tagore and her children 
- iirendranath and Indira (later Mi'S. Prarnatha Chau- 
(liiijii) ; shortly after brought to London by Taraknath 
(later Sir T. Palit) and adtnitted to the Cniveisity 
( ,yi!._ge ; studies English literatui’e under Prof. Henry 
Mwi'ley (brother of Lord Morley), — staying at first with 
1 ) 1 :- Latin tutor (opposite IlegenCs Park) and then with 
Prof. Barker and Dr. Scott ; also studies Eiu'opean Music 
aiul is a frequent visitoi’ to the British Museum ; attends 
a ;-(,ssion of the House of Commons to liear Cladstone 
and Bj’ight ; contributes (from London) poems (notably 
I'hd c/)ia-t(t ri LTlie Wi'eckcd Boat’, a veise-ballad and 
a ..(‘i-ies of letters {Earn pc-]* rabmir Patro) recording 
ill:- impressions of England and the English people — 
pudlished in JUidrati with critical footnotes by the 
('ditm- ( Dwijendi'anatli ) ; also a number of i)oems and 
essays on a variety of topics ; begins in England the 
Vo'se-drama, Phagnu Ilriiiapa (‘Boiken Heart’), publjsh- 
od later in book form (1881), 

FIRST PIJUBLIC SPEECH Retui'ns to India 
(ISPO); writes two musical plays E«/nf/Ao I*rafiv(f (‘The 
(deiiius of Valmiki’) and Kal Mi lgapa (‘The Fatal Hunt’) ; 
:i[)t'ears in the role of Vidmikl in tlie formei’ and the 
lllind Hermit in tlie latter in the perfoi'inances of the 
two plays the first in February, 1881 and the second 
on the 2;ird December, 1882) staged at the Jorasanko 
house before a distinguished gathering including Bankim 
( 'liandra Cha tterjee (1838-1894 ) , Curudas Banerjee 
(1S14-1918) and others ; condemns in a scathing article 
ill the Bharati and the opium trade cariled on by 
Ifiigland in (dhina under the title of ('hluc Maranci 
I^lKibasa (‘The Traffic of Death in China’); discourses on 
“.Music and Feeling” (with vocal demonstrations) at the 
kccture Theatre of the Calcutta Medical College (his first 
:il)])('arance as a public speaker) at a meeting held (May, 
R!"l ) under the ausjvices of the Bethune Society (founded 
isui) with the Reverend Krishna Mohan Banerjee 
(1-4 3-1885) in the chair. 

BANKIM’S BLESSINGS— Leaves for England in 
May, 1881 with Satya Prasad Ganguly (his nephew) mid 
lii friend Asutosh Chaudhuri (later a Judge of the f aK 
rMta High Court) to study law; changes his mind and 
J Cl urns from Madras and proceeds to Mussoree to meet 
las fathci- ; begins in the Pharaii his first novel 
lUrnfhakuramr Hal (‘The Young Queen’s Market’) ; pub- 
li 'nes Rudrachandra. a historical drama in blank verse ; 
I' l dishes Saridhya-Sangcct (‘Evening Songs’) in 1882^, 
V iiich so imp) esses Bankim Chandra Chattojee tka^ 
:r a social function at the hotise of the late Mr. Romesh 
< Dutt (1848-1909) he takes off the gaidand of p'cet- 
i^' ’ from his neck and places it I’ound that of Rabindra- 
lu th ; stays with Jyotirindranath at (.handernagore, 

( uiposing poems and setting some to music; i-etuins to 
b: Icutta and stays at 10, Sudder Street (off Chowrin- 
P oe, near the Indian Museum) ; here cotnes the “Great 
kb.imination” and is written the exquisite poem, Nlrjharcr 


Sivapud-BJiaufja (‘The Fountain Aswakened from Dream), 
which is the key-poem of Pravat Saiigcct (‘Morning 
Songs’), 1883 ; takes a leading part in attempts (which 
proved unsuccessful) to establish an Academy of 
Bengali Literature witli the assistance of Rajendro 
Lai Mitra (1821-189:D ; reads a piajaw (March 2:1, 
1883) entitled Ahal-hitslDnaiida (‘Go(h1 for Nothing’) 
at the fifth amiiversai'y of the Sabitri Library, deploi'ing 
the futile social, political and litei'ary efforts of those 
days ; visits Karwar the sea (Bombay) with Satyendra- 
nath ; returns to Calcutta ; marries Mrinalini Devi, 
daughter of Beni Rai (Jhaudhuri of Jessore, on December 
9, 188:; (Jk)et’s age : 22) ; writes the vcrse-di'ama 

P rak ciiir P rai Icudli (Eng. ti'ans. — Sannyasi’), the poems 
of Chhabi-o-Can (Sketclnss and Songs’) in the Pliatafi ; 
his first great sorrow in life comes in the death of liis 
sister-in-law, Jyoti rindranath’s wife (May 20, 1884) to 
vvln)ni he was deeply attached (sec‘ “My Boyhood Days”) ; 
comi>oses the poems of KadPo-Kamal (‘Sharps and Flats) 
with translations from Shelley, Mrs. Bi’owning, Ei’nest 
Myers, Auhi*ey do Ye re, Victor Hugo and other Eui’o- 
pean ]>oets ; reads anotlier ])aper at the Sabitri Lilirai'y 
(August 20, 1884) entitled Ilaic-Kalamc (‘Theory and 
pjactice') in which he strongly criticises the futile method 
and humiliating chaiacter of the political agitation of 
th(* time, is apiiointed Secretaiy of the Adi Brahmo 
SarnaJ (Octobei*, 1881) ; enters into a controversy 
(wi’iting in P liarati) with Bankim CJiandi'a CJiatterjce 
(writing in Naixi-jibini and Prachar) on the ideals of 
Hinduism, which ends in the great novelist’s writing a 
most gi'uerous letter of apiireciation to the young poet 
and polemic. 

1885-1889 Is placed (Apiil, 1885) in charge 

.'\GE 24-28 of Balak a new Bengali monthly 

magazine for the young, edited by 
Mrs. Satyendranatli Tagore, latej- incorporated with 
PJiarall ; wiites for Palalc a novel, Rajarshi, (published 
1887) ; the story Makaf (})ublished 1908) ; numerous 
essays and articles, letters and humorous sketches, a 
lu'ochure on Ram Mohun Roy (1885);; undertakes edit- 
ing of an anthology of Vaishnava Padavali (lyrics) 
jointly with his fiaend, Srish Chandra Majumdar ; Rabi- 
Cfihaya the first, collectioii of his songs ])uhlished by a 
friend (1885) ; publishes Alochaixi, discoiu'ses on vari- 
ous topics, and the poems of Saisab Saagc.ct (‘Songs of 
Childhood’)— group of almut sixteen poems of his 
early years (13 to 10), dedicated to his deceased sister- 
in-law* Mrs. Jyotirindranath Tagore; attends on his sick 
father at Bandra (Bombay) ; goes to stay in Sholapur 
with Satyendranath ; his first child (daughter, Madhuri- 
lata, or Bela) l)orn on February 22, 1880; is engaged in 
several controver.sics on social and socio-religious sub- 
jects in the pages of Sanjivavee (a Bengali weekly found- 
ed by Dwarka Nath Ganguly, Hermba Chandra Maitra, 
Kali Sankar Sukul, Paresh Nath Sen, Krishna Kumar 
a— Editor, Gagan Chandra Home— Asst. Editor) 
against writings appearing in the Pangahai^ee (another 
Bengali weekly edited by Jogendra Chandra Bose) attack- 
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lijc i(i(‘jis and ideals of Brahnio Samaj ; (■ompr)scs 
and siiij'-s llic oixadiiK soup; {Anna Milrchlil aj Maifci 
(la he : ‘ Ass(‘nil)l(‘(l aj'e wv to-day at the call of the 

Mother’) at tlie second session of tlie Indian National 
Nonyress in (Calcutta, in J.)eceni})(‘i- 18K(» ; jji.ihlishes some 
lettcj's on sofial questions in CfrUfii J*atra (1HH7) ; 
Asntosl) (diaudhni'i ])Ld)lish(\s Kadi o-Ku ntal (‘Sharps and 
l^'lats’) ISKfl ; th(' first collection of cj-itical essays on 
va»ious sLil)Jc‘cts. Sa aiahx'.ha iia appeal’s in 18H8 ; visits 
Satymidi'anatlq then post(‘d at Nasil\ ; spends some time 
at (llia/a|)ore, where he writes most of th(‘ Maaasi ^-ronp 
of ))oems ; ict.iirns to ('alcidfa and sl.ays wit]) his father 
at ]*a) k Stnecd. ; r<‘ads, at the instance of Bipin (lhandra 
Pal ( 1 8r),S 1 DIM ) , a pa|)ei on the id(‘als of Hindu marriage 
in t.lie hall of tlu' Indian Association foi‘ the (dilti vation 
of Science u ith tlu^ late I))-. Molamdi a Bal Sireai’ ( IHIM- 
1D04) in the (diaii'; a hittei’ and pr(donp:ed controversy 
j‘oll()VVs, in wlii(di the JDa-t leceives the* sn|)j)ort. of M,. M. 
Mahesh (Ih. Nayai atna ( 18l)()- J DOh ) , the then Principal 
(d’ Sanski'it Poll(‘p:e ; lirst visit to Darjeeling- (1887); 
I'oi'S to st.ay ill Slndidah, thc' headiiuarters of his ancesti-al 
(‘states, with his wife and dau^-hter and his nephew 
Balendi'anath Ta^oie (187D189D) ; g'oes aft’airi to Gazi- 
por(‘, incessantly writing- poems and composiii)^- sonp:s ; 
writes, at tin* rtsinest of Mrs. P, K. Itay, Mayer Klieht, 
a musical |)lay, for ])e)formanee by the memliei-s of the 
Sakhi Samiti (a ladies’ cluh, started by the Poet’s ehhu 
sister Swa riiak Lima ri Devi) ; his eldest son, Rathindra- 
natli horn on the D7th NovLunher, 1888, appears in tlu' 
ro1(‘ of ‘Kiiip,- Vikrama’ in a private i)ei-formance of 
his lia ja-o- liaai (‘Ivine: and (^lueen’), dedicated to his 
(‘Idest brother, Dwij(‘nd ranat h, and pulilished in 188D ; 
leavL'S for Shahajadimr to wiite anothei* play, tln^ well- 
known ^dsa r<( ja II (Sacrifice’), dedicated to his nefihew, 
Surendranath ’faL^-oi-e, and ])uhlished in 181)0. 


181)0-1800 Staying- at Santiniketan composes 

A (71^ DO-dS his ma^^’iiitieent ])oem on Meyha Dai a 

(ins|)ired by Kalidasa’s famous 
theme. ‘The (doud-M(‘SS(mp:ei’ ) ; his second daupfhtei- 
Rimuka l)orn ; lUst January, 1800 ; sails for Kny;- 
land (Aujrust 22, 1800 ;) with his fj-iend Ivoken Palit 
(son of Sir T. Jkalit) and his second brother Satyendia- 
nath Tayorc' ; arrives in London via Italy and France 
:ind returns to India. landing- in Itomhay, 4th 

November, 1800 after a sojourn of about ten weeks 
abroad ; is now called upon to shoulder res|)onsible 
work in connection with the manag'ement of the Tagore 
estates ; makes Shelidab his head(]uarters and cons- 
tantly tours l)y houseboat to different parts of the Zamin 
(lari Patisar, Shelidali, Kusthia, Pabna, Kumaj‘khali 
and Luttack (Balia) — and introduces a remarkably 
(‘tbeient system of administiation, which receives a])pre- 
ciative notice in Government publications ; attends the 
sixth session of the Indian National Congress in 

Calcutta (Dec. 1800) under the presidentship of 

Phei'ozshah Mehta, when he sings the Rav/r/c Mataram 
on the o|)ening day ; acts as Secretai-y to a committee of 


}ii-ominenl Calcutta (-itizens foi- a public entert.ainm 
to the Congress JO'esident in the Town Hall. 

SHELIDAH AND “SADIIANA”- Joins his nepli 
Sudhindranath Tagore, in bringing out a new Beng: 
montldy magazine— >SVn//m a a, turning out poems, sin 
stories, essays, i-eviews, ])olitical and even scienC 
ai't-icles and topical notes himself filling more than h; 
the new iiei-iodical evei-y month ; also commences ! 
famous Kiiiajie rfaiiar Diary (‘Diary of a Traveller 
Faiiope’) ; c(dlal)oi-ates witli Krishna Kamal Bhattachi-y, 
(1810 10112) in starting the Bengali weekly— //v'/a 6c 
contriluites of it a numlter of shoit stories (notably ‘It) 
Master’) ; takes part in the ceremonial festivities of I 
7th Pans (1208 B.E.) in connection with the consecratic 
of the [)rayei hall at Santiniketan ; his youngest daiighti 
Mira born 12th January, 1802 ; writes his vei-se-draii 
Chitrangada, dedicating it to his nephew Abanindran:i 
J’agore, who illusti-ates it (1802). 

Tours frc'Cjuently in North Bengal looking aftei* t. 
affairs ef th(‘ estate ; establishes intimate contact wi 
th(* life of the j)eo])le around him, ‘ the patient, su 
missive, fa mily-lovi ng, Bengali lyot.s” goes to Cuttai 
(Orissa) by steamer f]‘om Calcutta to inspect 1.1 
zamindari tliert* ; engages, in the pages of Sadhana in 
shaj-]) contj-ov('i-sy with Chandra Nath P>ose (1842-1 00' 
ov(‘)- t.he lattei-’s essay (published in Saliity^, anotli 
Bengali monthly, (slited by the late Suj’esh Chand 
Samajpati on tlu' metai)hysics of dietetics ; also writ 
two remaikabk' article, Siri Majaar (‘The Femii 
Taibouj-e}-’) and Karnter I'liiedar (‘The Jol)-huntei 
showing tlie interest he was taking in the awakening- 
labour at ]-e]a)rt(*d and i-eviewed in journals from abroa( 
writes his humoj-ous ];lay Caraya Galad (‘Wrong Start’ 
puldishes (Utaei Dahi, a collection of 252 songs in 1801 
wiites the f)oems of Saaar Taree (‘The Golden Barg 
DLililished in 1894) ; ViahUra GaJya, a collection of sho 
stoiies (from lliiahadi, Maha jiba it and Sadfiana) 
published in 1804 and dedicated to tlie late B.L. Gupta. 

EDITCATIONAL PROBLEMS— Conducts a remark 
hie cori-espondence with his fiiend, Loken Palit, mainly < 
literary idi'als and expression in Sadhana ; enters, aga 
ill the jiages of Sad h a ria , into a vigorous controversy vvi 
Chandra Nath liose over the latter’s (‘ssay on the Hiic 
doct rine of nihility ( I iaya-t.attwa ) , which appeared 
Daiiyabasi ; composes his famous satiric poem, J liny-fin 
(dihai (lK‘li('Ved to b(‘ directed against the non-Hite 
leactionary group) ; wiites on the comparative wo; 
values in Sanskrit, Bengali and Hindi from the stan 
point of cadence seipience and symphoony (his first ess; 
on ])hnoetics) is invited to speak on Education at 
confei-ence at Natore and wiites Shiknhar Iler-h'er (‘4 ' 
4’ortuosities of Education’ fiublished in Sadhana : 189; 
in which he ])lead for the acceptaTice of Bengali as L 
medium of insti-uction in oui- educational institutions, 
his views being endorsed by Bankim Chandra Chatter j*’ 
Ananda Mohan Bose Gurudas Banerjee (later Vi' 
Chancellor of Calcutta University) ; writes his sh 
story masterpiece ‘Kabuliwala’ in Sadhana ; commenc 
his profoundly thought-provoking Panchahatcr Dio 
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i I’lie Diary of Iho Five Elenioats’) disooursiii^V on iilV, 
; KM-aturo and art ; proci'ods to (’iitt,ack by boat willi 
i nU'iidjanatb 'J'ag-oi-o ; from ('nttack yoos to Pmi ; vitsil.s 
tJidiiiJa-Giri and I ' (i(( ii-(i i ri at Hliuljannswar, on liis way 
lialia, the lieadciuaitei-s of tlic Orissa (‘states of the 
Taivoi'es ; I'etiii-iis to (ddcutta for a shoi t stay and ])roeeeds 
I'ly t»oat ) to (Shcdidab ; piaetises diawiny; as an oxperi 
;;,eiit of inood-c.'Kpression but jjiially retuj-ns to jau-try ; 
writes IGdaifa A h/i j) (‘d'he Farewell (’uj'so’). 

‘dNGKAJ-O lUIAKATHASF’ Oreads his famous 
Political ])aper J H(jr(( j <> nii(n-((l hdsi ( ‘FiiKlishnuMi and 
Indians’) in Octolx'r, 18‘.t‘> under the ausjhees of the Fhai- 
tanya lalnauy in Oalnitta with fJanikni (liandra Fliattei-- 
loe ill the ehaii' ; three months later wi’ites in S(f(UiaiHi 
Mil Iii(/r(tji‘r Afai/lcd (AJ'he Fn^lishman’s Fear’) waiai- 
idic)' aha, tli(-‘ ( on^j'ess against neylecting' the 
l>ot(‘ntial value of Muslim unity ; eviiie(*s keen inlcrt'sl 
111 the pi'oblems ol cow-slaug;htr*r (th(‘n (daiming; atten- 
iioii all over India du(‘ to the intense agitation set a foot by 
iJal (hingadhar Tilak in Poona; wi'ites a powej’f ul aifFde 
Sdbivhd Id r Adhikdr (‘Tlu' Iviglit For Justice Starts a hi'in 
for trading in jutc^ at Kustliia; w)'it(‘s a series of I'emaik 
able shoi’t stories iK'ginning with Kshddlufa GdHhdd (‘flun- 
gi'y Stones') 1KJ5 faiblisfu'd i'li lulrhli did na (li/idrd, a cad 
l('ct,ion of Pengali nui'sery rhymes in the Sahitya 1‘arisbad, 
bSlir); ])ublislies a seritrs of vigorous |tolitical writings, 
iiotnitily bis essay, Ahddrcr Ayrni (‘dJie 1 nsinnating 
Law’ ) ; writes his poem on J i luj n-Dc va f <( (‘The God of 
lal(‘’) and ano1h('r on Nadi (‘The IIi\'er’) yJiich Ik' dc'di- 
('at(‘s to Palendi-anatli on the day (d' the latter’s W(*d- 
din.g ; composes the ('lidifd/i ; (‘The Last Hai‘v<,‘sty) 
croup of po(*ms ; tours in Orissa in connection witdi 
lli(‘ iiartitioning of ttie Tagoi-e estates (IShG) wiating the 
lyj'ic drama Mdlitii in betwiaai ; the hist collected edition 
(folii); ])p. 47(5) of his poems puldished by his nephew 
Satya Ib'asad Ganguly on tlH‘ 15th Aswin, IdO’l P.F. 

Sept. Oct., IHDb ; retuiais fi'om Orissa to the banks 
'd his favoui ite Padnia r/e (dalcutd.a and Shahjadpiii' ; 
roinposes for and sings at the twelftli session of the 
lialian National Gongi'ess in (Calcutta his famous song 
did Jl h luddiid-M oHiiHidli { H i (‘O tliou (diarmei' of the 
''VMild’) ; c<)ni|)os(’S th(‘ Kaljiddd gr(>ui) of ];oems ; writes 
dll dcd Ilf he r h'/idid ( ‘ P>a i k unt ha’s Manuscript’) ; a comic 
I'tay) ; I'eads a ])ap(‘|- in tiibnt(‘ to Iswar (’handra Vidya- 
i.r;ar ( 1 8t!()-l S!) 1 ) at a jiublic gathc'ring in Galcutta at 
i I death-anniversary ; att(‘nds tin* Pengal Provincial 
< "iifei-ence at Natoi' (A])i il, LSDT) lield undej- tin' ])resi- 
'' ntship of his brother Satyendranath ; receives from 
. ' iharajah Jagadindra Nath Poy of Nator ((’hairman 
' ' the K(‘ce|)Gon (’ommittee) support to his futile attempt 
' have the pi'oceedings of tlie Gonference conducted in 
t ngali ; the Gonfi'rence iiroken up by tin* Gi'eat, Farth- 
s >ke of lSt)7 ; r(>tui’ning from Nator, engages himself 
I vvi‘iting’ a seri(‘s of vers(' dialogues — (da }idh(()’ir Aiu’dioi 
' ’he Appeal of Gandhari’), Sat/i (‘’rhe Sutee’) Narak- 
' ‘ (‘Condemned to Hell’) Ijdkshidir J*ariksh(i (‘The 

I al of Taikshmi’) sends a poem of greetings and en- 
" lagement to his life-long fi'iend Jagadis Chandra Bose, 

* had then been demonstrating his scientific expe- 


Furope ; is taken ill with neiiiitis. goes to 
IGiiniatai (Santhal Parganas) lor a (diange ; ])]‘oc(‘eds 

t() Simla and benelils considi'iably in health ; retui ns to 
( ah'iitta and takes editorial (diarge of the Hharati 
< 18hS t»!D. 

VOKTRY AND Jh)LFMl(kS Writes strongly and 
indignanlly against I he reactionary policyv of the Indian 
(iovei-nment, particularly legarding the treatment jneted 
out to Pal Gangadhar ’Pilak, wlio was arrested on a 
charge of imblislung seditious articles in Kdsari (alleged 
to hav(‘ led to the innrder of Mr. Rand, the Bombay Blague 
Dtlic(‘r and his firi(‘nd Lt. Ayc'ist in June ISPS) ; actively 
helps in raising funds foi- rhe defence of Tilak ; reads a 
papej- entitled I\di/tlid lAxlli ( ‘’fh rottled’ ) at a ])ublic 
mec'ting at the ( aleiitta 4'own Hall in ])rotest against the 
n(‘w Sedition Pill (ISDS) ; writes on Hk* outbreak of plague 
in Calcutta, warning th(‘ authorities against a repeti- 
tion ot liombay nieasiiiars whi(di (aided in tin* min’d('i‘ of 
Mr. Rand ; helps Sister-N i vedita in oig-anizing; relief 
for plague victims of this city ; attends Hie Dacca 
session of tlie Paaigal Pro\'incial Conf(‘rence, i-eading 
Bengali translation (by him) of the p residcaitial address 
<d‘ tiu' low. Kali (’liaraii Paiuajc'e, strongly ciiticises the 
Imperial ix.liev of di\'iding Ihaigal. jiolitically and cid- 
tijrally, toiHdiing speiaally upon the cultural danger in 
tin* systi'inatised (hsplaciamait of fix' Piaigab language 
from non-P(*riga1i provinc(*s like Assam and Di-issa ; 
('xpresses himself freely on the to()ies of the day in such 
writings (in B<‘ngali) as ('odf vs. ididfikitii, Mdldicrji'c 
vs. //(M/o /rr-- ifd'erring to Raja Pyari Molian Muhhei'jee 
who held in c<nit,(anp( the (’ongi'ess at, tit tide tovvai’ds the 
so ('alh*d ‘natural b'ad(‘rs of society’ and to Sur{*ndra Nath 
PaiH'rjee, wdio st(M>d for t,h(' d(*mocratic id('als of tin* day ; 
shows lip in lAij/ik(( (‘Tin* Kingly Mark’) the mentality 
<d' sonu* memb(‘i"s ol‘ oui- landed aristocracy vaj'ying witli 
oin* another to top the subscription list for nn'inoraal to 
an Anglo-Indian ollicial ; welcomes Dinesb (Jiandra Sen’s 
lid ii(/((k hli((sd(> Sidi if j/d (History of Bengali Litc'rature) 
in an ajipieciative r(‘view in lihardti ; actively assists in 
raising funds for tin* Bengali po(‘t, Hem Chandr'a Banerjee 
who liad goiH.' blind ; publishes the* \a'rs('- epigi’ams 
I\(iidk(( (ISthD ; takes a firm hand with dishonest, ollicers 
in the jnt.e business (who took advantage* of Bah'iid I'anath’s 
illness) and winds it up taking- upon himself the entire 
financial liabilities ; (h'ath of Balendranatb Tagoi'e, 
Ang. LTk 181)1). 

IDOO-IDOh Piiblish(‘s in IDOO KdlJia (‘Lays and 

.'\GF Jl)-44 Ballads’) chi'onicling the deeds of 

heroism and martyrdom in Rajput, 
Maratha and Sikh history all seeking to inspire a spirit 
of deep patr iotism and ];i ide. in the nation’s storied past ; 
dedicati'S it to his friend, Jagadis Cliandra Bose ; Wi'ites 
Kahini (‘’Fales’) dedicated to another- fi‘iend of his — the 
Maharaja Sri Rad haki shore Deva-Manikya Bahadur of 
Ti])perah ; publishes Ka/pava (‘Fantasies’) dedicated to 
Srish Chandra Mazumdar- ; KsliaKika (‘The Fleeting One’) 
dedicat(*d to Token Palit ; marries his eldest daughter, 
Madhiir'ilata (B(‘la) to Sai-at Chaiidra Chakravarti, son 
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of the late Poet Peharilal Chakravarti ; (1900) ; re- 

el nested by Ids ideee, Sara la Devi (then editing- Bharati) 
to contiibute a humorous jday, writes his famous 
(-omedy Ckira Knniar Sabha (‘The Bachelors’ Club’) — a 
Nciled pi-otest, in the lig-btest vein, against the ideology 
of many contempbrary youths, the Poet linishing- it in 
two days at Shelidah, writing- day and night living on 
lieiuids oidy ; bringing the Mss. to Calcutta to hand it over 
to the editor, falls down in a faint w’hen going u]) the 
staii'S to his rooms in tlie dorasaidai-house. 
BANCADARSIIAN’ AND SANTINIKETAN-Kevives. 
with the help of his friend, Sris Chandra Mazunular, 
P>aid\ ini’s famous montldy journal IJa nf/ada rnlKDi , and 
takes editorial charge (1901); with him ai’e associated, 
as regular c-ontrifaitois, Akshay Kumaj- Maitra, Bipin 
Chandra Pak Chandrasekhar M ukbopadhyaya at the liead 
of a group of brilliant writei's ; writes a vigoious protest 
against the insolence of Biitish imperialism in South 
Africa as manifested in the Boer Waj- ; composes the 
])oems of \a^rr(hf(( (a remarkable ca position, in verse, of 
the ancient ilindu ideals and jihilosophy of life) : reads 
tlu^ poems at one sitting- to his father Maharslii Debeadra- 
nath, who gi es him his blessings and a purse towards 
the expenses of its jiublication (1901) ; comes in contact 
with Ujiadhyaya Brali 'Uabandhab tlij-ough common asso- 
ciation with IhiHf/a-da i slicnt in whicli the Poet dej’dores 
the evil influences winch tend to “make all cultuj;es, 
Westej'ii or Indian, seem unnatural” ; dilates upon the 
historic foundations of Ilindu cultui-e ; op]K)S(‘s in a series 
of remarkjible articles the hkind imitation of the West 
whose stren.gth, however, he recognizes ; begins (in 
l:(tit(j(idai'^h(ui) “tlie first psychological novel” in Bengali, 
Chokber D((H (‘The Eye-sore’) mari-ies his second 
daughter (Benuka) to Dr. Satyendra Nath Bhatlacharya 
(since deceased). 

Relinquishes the iiiaiiag(uuent of the Tagore estat(‘S 
and comes with his family to stay at Sant iuiketau (1901 ; ; 
establislies, with his fatluu-’s g.’lad cons(-nt. Ho! pur nrahtnu- 
ch(tr{fa<;ra)n at Santiniketan (December P>0]), a 

school on the ] attei-n of the old Indian Asru/z/e, — 
himself teaching the hoys, joining in their games, entej-- 
talning tlie»n, and thus exercisitig a profound jnfliience 
on their mind ; with him are associated, as the first 
l)atch of teachers, Jagadananda Roy, Lawjencc (an 
Englishman), Rewacliand {a Siudlii Christian, who aftei- 
wai'ds became Swaiui Animananda ) and Pandit Sil.tdhan 
Vidyarnava ; j;asses tlirough extreme financial difhciiltics, 
having to allocate the major ])Oj-tioii of his allowance 
fi‘om the family estate tf) liquidate the dehts of the Jute 
business and the heavy expenses of i-urming the school ; 
has to sell his house on the sea at l‘in-i, his valuable 
library, while his wife cheerfully parts with all her o))ia- 
nients and jcAvellery to lielp lie)' husband in tiding ovej 
the crisis ; I ' padJi ija ifit B ro Jimdbd ndhah joins the Santi- 
niketan School ; the Poet attends to Ifis editorial 
duties of Banejadarf^han added to the heavy woi-k in 
connection with the school ; propounds Paii-As'atic 
ideas in the course of an appreciative review of Lowes 
Dickinson’s LctterH of Johv Chinaman : reads two papers 


on Bengali Language and Jnterature’ and ‘The History ot 
India’ at the weekly discussion meeting- {Alochorta 
Saniiti) conducted l»y Messi's. Mazaimdar Brothers, pub- 
lishers of Baiu/aiiarslian ; joins in the country-wide 
agitation against Lord Curzon’s unwarranted attack or 
the veracity of Eastci'n people in his Convocation 
address at Cfilcutta llni\'crsily (Ibth Febi-uary, 1902) 
wj-ites trenchantly on tlu> Viceregal pcrfoi-mancc, (luotiiir 
dcvastatingly from HcrlM-rt Si)enccj’’s “h'acts and Ce)in 
mciits” instances oi' Engdand’s lying izropaganda agaiiin 
the Hoeis in South Afi'iea. 

SORIvCWS AND SllFFERINGS— Seiious illness 
Ills wife uccessitales hiu' ituuoval to Calcutta she dies m, 
the 7th Agrahayaua. IdOO B.E. (November 29, 1902 1 
returns to Santiiiitu'tLUi with Rathijidi’anath (aged 1 1, 
Mi?'a aged 10) and Saniindi'anath (ag(‘d S) ; compose: 
Sm((r((ii (‘In MenioriLun’) a series of mo\'ing jzoems dedi 
cated to the memory oJ‘ his departed consort. 

Satish Chandra Roy, a young Bengali })oet of great 
pi'omise, joins Saoliniketan as a teacher ; sudden illncs. 
^,)f Ids s('cond daugliter Kt'iiuka ; takt-s hei' for a cliangr 
tii-st to Ilazaj’ihagh and then fo Alnuzra ; hei-e Ik 
coni]);)ses tli(‘ potmis of Sisa (‘The Cfiild’) with whidi 
lie used to entertain Ids niothei’less young hov 
Sandiidra ; is com])el](.‘d to rt'tui n to Santiniketan ni; 
im))ortant work ; imrj’ies hack to .Vlniora o)i i'ecei]:t of a 
wire annouiiciiig Rciiuka’s condition to Ize ])recarious 
walldng all the way fjoin Kathgodani as no dandi or hoisi 
\',as available bring hcj' down to Calcutta ; summons [u.- 
son in-law ( kenuf.a’s liushand) from England by cable: 
Renuka di<‘.s (May J90.'l), wdthin six months fi-om fei 
ni'..>tlici’‘s deaifi ; maintains uuinten-upted his edit^uial 
duties, |•egula!•ly (o »nt.rihut i ng tin* instalimuits of his ir'\ el 
Xo ii'Icdd /(hi (‘'I'he Wreck’) to IBoipado ndta n ; writt;s Pi// 
Kaffttidm (‘'rtio King’s Kinsmen’) Chntoi-(jh nfii (Blow d.e 
BI(.'w') f)l/<trm(i hod he r B redo lifa ( ‘ Itipjiteousiiess K>ani- 
])lilied’). — all contiilmt ions of jiolitical import, dealirg 
with the di\ine ilglit of man to (qqiose i:ijustice e'en 
to tin* extent of nuM;'ting foi’ce to fo)-ce ; reads, a 
j)apc]' on J)h(t noo pnichd I- (‘Pi'eacldng Religion’) at Cu' 
old City (’olh'go hall and creales a llutler in the de\('ii!:- 
of tlio Brahmo Samaj who iea<l in it an attack on its mis- 
sionarx^ activities-;. 

Satisli Chandra Roy dies f>f smalK])ox at Sant inil; '•! an 
f kohl-nary 1, 19()1) ; tlie school removed teni})or.'iri!; te 
Sladidali, Pi'ot. Mohit t’lia:idra Sen joins the sclnu)! . - n 
teacher and brings out Kub tid(p-aniha , the second c'di'-ct- 
ed exlitioii oi Tagore’s jioetical works in 9 volumes ; ftf' 
T’oet ] I’otcsts in Ba n f/adai t^ha )i against ‘pati i<'Ksni ^ 
lashioiied in Westciii mould’; reads his famous csss, nii 
SirddryJii Samaj, sti-essing t he need foi- const rn hve 
nationalism af a S])(K-ial ineeTing of th(^ Chaitanya Id' ouv 
A ss(»ciat,ioM at Minerxa Theatre (July 22, 1904) kdk 
Rarnesh (J. Dutt in the chair; I'cads it again at ( srzon 
1 heat re ; following this essay prepai es a complete s< ! i me 
(Sej)temher, ]9()1) for tlie re-organization of Ike 
Indian society on the liasis of self-help with the v laff’ 
as the centre, the revival of cottage industries to li' i’ 
remove the jioverty of the masses with the co-opco J'on 
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.»f the peasant himself, the reduction of the senseless 
. xtravagance at socio-reli.e-ious ceremonies, tlie estal)lish- 
iiient of groups of voluntary \voj‘kei\s, striving for an 
Mjidcn-standing between Hindus and Mindims,— all under 
he leadersiiip of a chosen ‘leader of society’ iSaniaj- 
enthusiastically suppoils the movement set afoot 
:n (faleutta foj’ honoui’ing the memoiy of the great 
r snider of the Mahai-ashtj'a einjiiie, Sivaji, by holding a 
- festival (11>()4) ; writes his famous ])(>em, Sii:(< jl rtiu^b 
.Mild 1 ‘eads it at the Calcutta Town Hall ; howevei\ against 
iiie public worshi]! of Bhavani as a part of the 

f estival as lil;ely to alienate noiiHlindu feelings ; wi-ites 

.1 \ei'al school books, tlie late Dis Biajendia Nath S(‘al 
\ siting the pj-eface to one of tliem, iliujruji N’ey^e//), 

efiich introduces, f(U' tlie iii'st tinus the “<]ireel method” 
I : teaching Hnglish in Bengal. 

Heatli comes to the Toet's fatlieis the “Mahat'shi” 

1 >1 1 ''‘ikI ra Natli Tagoin*, at t lu' ar;e *»!' SV {(‘n h i\l:i}’’m l-'llJ 
Ihth .lanuaiy. IbOa) at tin' .loi’a - a iik;o lioust^ in ('al- 
,-iita. ; .shortly bei'oie thi.-; the {tap sells for its. 

.s, the I'ight (d' publisliine' in a singk- ('dition Ih.s short 
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"f ' iir Men jo!i|-|ial a. f’ornni for diseussion ot' the hiirn- 
i'o' ' iiiosi loll:-: of ikte (la\- ; \i-it- Agartaia at the inxita- 
ii"' 'if the i'lfttnin Sub (iftt Sarniniiani and read-- a 

I'rs’ ! oil (‘Indian Statea } aiipealine to 

I.’". so; ]niit'*es to encourag.e and latronia* n.iiigeiions a-rt> 
:c'.; rrafts and stop tin' itnoads of foimgri luxury- I'ro- 
'iur; ; actively lielps. in association with Okaluira anal 
"s ' 1 Ni\a‘(hta. in the foundation of tlie new Bengal 
e't 'M of Indian Art sponsoied hy If. B. Ilaxell and 

C ; ; ; id lanat li Tagoi'e ; estaldi he-- \\fa\iny schools and 

'ssi ' o, iins in (’alciilta and ('Isewln'it' (mainly in Ins 
) ; {‘ofit rihidn^s to /Cnon/ec a remaiTable analysis 
f ' Impt'rialisl polic\ of eeonomie exjdoiialien! (d India 
'll ' 'I Kt - 1 S(i 1(1 (‘’riie King and His l’eo]>!e) Ajit 

* Kf eivoiti Joins the Sant iniktdan Sidiool a.s a teaidier. 

Alt: IIICH IHHKST OV SWAHlfSlll MCXKMKX'r 

"V\ i!io- (he (dlicial aniiouneenn'id of Kord < iirzon .s 
' ' to divide Bencyil into two s.'parale proviiu-es in 
d-'' I th<‘ united op]'ositi<ei of lU'ugal anti the great 

' ' (d* pi’ott'st at tile Calcutta fttwii Hall (and 

''''' all o\a'r tlu' ]U‘o\'ince) (ui August <. I'.Mkn <lcclat 

*"t' a la'taliatory mcasui’e, a bovct'tl ol British goods, 
hidi I rnn;,t }| r(‘ads a jiaper entitb’S A /'US'C/fut /»/nr /aixHnt 


(‘The Situation and Solution’) at a meeting at the Town 
Hall (August 25, 1905) organized by the conductors of 
Ab'/c litdiit, the English weekly edited by Bipin (Jhandra 
Pal ; the paiiei- j.s “j'epeated” at the Albert Tlieatre within 
a week ; emphasises, once again, the need of organizing 
tlie villages, indicating a pi'og’ramme of constructive non- 
en-o])(ji-ation ; throws himself into a tierce-blaze of 
aetix'ify,-- his “ijassionato patriotism” hriding \ent in a 
large numhej- of ‘national songs’ langing over the entire 
LaniLit (d‘ patriotic emotions resounding all over Bengal ; 
addresses. fretiuently. g.reat mass meetings moving 
thousands hy the magic of Ids words and tluis becomes the 
high prie.st of the Swadeshi Movc'ment and one of the 
heeding <*\'|)()neiits (d‘ the tiew gospel of Xationabsm along 
with Bipin Chaiidiri Pal and Auroliiiulo CIhwc.'. 

I N rn ATES “ PA Kill BAN 1 IH AN ” — To commemorate 
Urtofier Id, lour) (.dUtli As\\in, 1912 B.E.) — the day the 
Partition of Bengal was .given elTect to — lln^ Poet initiates 
the l! (tliuhn mllui H eeieinony, symljolisin.g tlie undying 
ined.y of (li\'!ded Bengal ; composi's the great RcilSn song 
ilSiiifl’dr Mali, f>(i)}</l(ir Ja! jn\r»lving Divirie })lessing.s on 
Ih'figali :i!id hsuls a tinge procession, siriging the song, to 
the Pra:-an ia Knnrai' 'fagore for a eeremoidal hath in the 
<k'ino-s. followed hy tlie (‘Xcliange and fastening of the 
iSi Lh ;is a badge and symbol of fraternal unity; 

II" f""(l is co"lo‘(] in B(‘nga]i hoinaiiolds. no sho}') is o|)ened 
ill <'a!cu1t:i (hat day as pkaniied liv the Poet: the same 
aft "."iKMei at the e;reat meeting at Cpper (ii'cular Koad 
wIkuc the laie Ananda Mohan Bose (President, IMadras 
< 'ongts's,-.. IS", ' 8 1 la\'S the foundatiim of the prop.osed 
Pr-deraAioii Hall, translates into Bengali the memorable 
piesideniial a'ldress <d' Ananda iMoluin ; leads, after the 
meeting, a huge in'ocession through the streets of the city 
singing I'lis song, llidhtr b(ni(/h(iii Lddbcii f/iiiii enmi 
sti ! ii'd II '! (“Are ymi so powerful that you can cut as- 
nnder the Ced-iiiade houd that hinds us?”) to the house 
"1’ Pasliupati Bose at Baglibazar where, in the large com- 
^•.•^nuk he. aildresses a mammoth galhering aipiealing for 
c nt rihut i"!': t" a '.N'atienal Eund' - Its. 5t),0()() being raised 
on the s]».. 

P()P “XATlcNAP EllUCATK.dX”. I'dequeiitly 
attends and addiv--m-^ tlie large luinilier of protest meet- 
ings folKwvitig the Bengal (do\ eminent (Carlyle ) Circular 
forhiddnig students frem attendin.g political meiPings or 
;:!!n:ing the JUmdr Mnlu’ii:.: under ]K'naUy of rustication ; 
addresse:-. large gat lieri iig.-. mainly of students, at Beadon 
.Ppuare and the Field and Academy- grounds, of members 
(students! of the “Ikawn S^>ciety” founded hy Satis 
Chandra Xlukherjee ; <leliveis a stiaking address at the 
IS to ltd gatheiPng at Pashupat! Bose's house ; takes a 
leading } art in the estai>lishment rP' the Xational Council 
ef lAlucati.'in Bengal wliicli sought to provide education 
on “tialional lines” to studi'iits expCled from Covermuent 
or (dovenime'it-aided institutions for political misdemean- 
v)ui- and others as wt'll ; eontrilnites to ISniiuhir a critical 
survey [Rai nhakfi: “Loyalty”) of the situation arising 
out of the visit of the late King Goot'ge V in Hecemher 
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11H)5 as Prince* of WmIch and Uic IvesoluiPin of Welcome 
adopted by the Indian National C'on^res.s meeting’ at 
Benares under Gokliale. 

P.H)()-]blJ Pays a icniaikabie ti'iljute to the 

ACIE 45-50 • brave victims of police oppiession in 

diiferent jiaits of the new province 
(East Bengal) in puisLiance of the. policy initiated liy its 
new ljt. (ioveinoj-. Sir Rampfylde Fuller {llJiaudar 
March, lOOC)) ; sends Ids eldest son Kathindranath with 
Santosh (diandra (the son of his old friend Si’is Chandi'a 
Mazuindai’ ) to America via -lapan to study agrieultuie ; 
is invitc(.l to ])reside over the lii'st session of lUituj'nja 
Sifthitua S<nii Hiilmi i (Bengali Litej’ary ( 'onfei-ence ) at 
Barisal called along with the Provincial (Political) Eon- 
fei’ence ; returns to (’alcutta when both the functions had 
to be aliandoned because of the political situation 
reliiKiuishes the editorshit) of lUf n (/ada rt<han ; pleails for 
the unanimous acceiitance of Surendra Nath Banerjea as 
the one accreditc'd leader foi‘ conducting the national 
struggle, in the course of a })aper entitled /)cs//mm//uA- 
(‘The ('oLinlry’s Eeadei*’) in winch the Poet deplored the 
Sjilit in Bengal ])olitics (‘Moderates’ vs. ‘E.xtrendsts’ ) 
and obsei'ved tliat a tjained g^'iieial was need(‘d at. 
the head of an army engaged in war, - thus seeking to 
consolidate the discipline of the jieoide in peisonal alle- 
giance to a single individual. 

Accepts the task of di'awing up a compi-ehensi ve 
programme of work for the Njitional Council <4* Educa 
tion and reads Ids i)aper Sh dx‘Hha.-Sa (‘'J'he Problem 
of Educat ion’ ) in Overtun Hall, Calcntta (June, P.)()() ) ; 
writes a series of articles Iteginning with Shdislm- 
and ending with Tutah-Khn (‘What Next’) ; 
published th(‘ poems of Khri/a (July PJOG ) of tin* rluiitfo 
JUnialuKl (National ('ouncil of Education) and 
delivers uiider its ausf)ices a s(‘ries of lectures ex- 
|,)laining the sco])e and function of Eiteraturi* ; speaks 
at the fatei'ary Conference held at Bhowanipore 
simultaneously with the ('ongress Exhibition in Calcutta 
(December, iPOb) ji resides. next yeai‘, at ttu* ad- 
journed session of Bengali Literaig’ ( ’onfei'enct*, JktHj/ii/a 
S((}iii!f(( Sanmi d(i H i convened at ( 'ossimbazar BeiPampore 
l)y the late Maharaja Manindia (Jhandi'a Nundy. 

f’HOM TUJvMOlk TO i^EACE — 1 >isa]>fU’oves of the 
line the national mcivement was takijig, tires of in- 
ci'casing i)arty stiuahbles, is |)erturbed at the glowing 
alienation between Hindus and Muslims ; disillusionment 
as much as temperann'iital coidlicts lead the Pe)et to seek 
escajie and I’etreat at Santiidketan ; writes in Jkalxit^i 
(edited l)y Uamananda Chattei‘j(*e from Allahabad) 
k yadlu-()-t((/((i r ki'af ilxd r (‘The Disease and its (juie’) 
stinking a note (d' dissent, in the ])olitical thinking of the 
time ; advocates a ‘change of liearC and ‘inner puri- 
fication’ and the acce|)tance of a radierd social iirogramme 
as alisolutely essential for the attainment of rral inde- 
])endence ; is severely criticised for his sudden withdi’awal 
from ])olitical actixities ; Itamendra Bundar Tiixedi, one 
of his foremost friends and admiiers, in'jiliiw; to the 


l*r(thaHi article (referred to above) follows one of the 
most fert.ile jieriods of Ids creative life, giving tlie world 
undying literary gifts; imblishes (August 24, 11)07) his 
famous ]>oem, A/oe/n’ede, Rabi ndre r laho Ahr/ua.sA'er 

(‘1 salute tliee, Aurcdiiiido') flailing Aurobindo Chose 
jrrosecuted on a charge of w'lhting seditions articles 
in the new Nationalist daily lluddc IMaidrani edited liy 
him ; marries his youngest daughter Mira to Nagendra 
to study agriiailture, makes ov(‘r to t.fie school at Sants 
niketaii the iiroceials of a lU'W collected edition of hi,, 
pi-ose works jiiiblished by the Ma/aimdar Idbiriry. 

Death occurs suddenl\- of his youngest son. 
Samindranath, fiom (hiolcra, at Mo);g;i>'r (Novemfier, 
1007) : writes out rt'gularly, in instalments, his great 
noN'cl, (lord, for /he/a/.s*/ ; is jiersuaded t,o inasside o\ei 
the Bengal I‘ro\incial (Political) Conference meeting at 
Patna (January, lOOS) ; delivers his address in Bengali, 
the (.’onfeix'iice taking jilace amidst the* agitated atmo:- 
|)here created by the unhajipy split, at tin* Surat Con- 
gress in Deci’mber, 1007 ; again in this address, he calf- 
Lipon his country men for constructive work — and sug 
g;ests that our young men sliould form themselves iutn 
hands (d’ worf,ers who should go round the village;-, 
bring togetln*!' .Hindus and Mu, '-Jims in fruitful worl 
confer witli and helj) the villagers in starting scliools, 
making n»tids and sujijil.ving drinking; water and the Ii'ac, 

J’HE iCXSJ' AND J'HE WESJ’ lieads a pai-ei 
(Ootli Max’, PJ().S) at the (Jiaitanya Lilu-ary entitled Jbilh- 
O-I'dihr jfd (‘Jhie Way and tin* Wherexxit.hiil’ ) toucliinc 
uf>on tlu* tragic incidi'id at, j\l uzatfarpore (tfie first boml.- 
(.uitrage in Heiigal : March 51, 1 OOS i and tfie discoxery 

of the bomb factory at .Maniidctidla, Calcutta (May 0. 
lOOS) leading to tiie arr(*st of Ikirindra Kumar Chose 
and his associat(*s : I'ecognisr's in tlu'se outimrsts the 
result (d' the )>olicy of leju'ession ))Uisued by Covernnieul 
hut., xx'arns hi.s count r\'nu*n agtiinst such fatal exiu'cssiou.- 
of natural e\tisp(*rat.ion, not \x'it.hh(dding. at the same* 
time Ids ti'ifiute to tfie fieroic spii’it- of sel f-saciilict* 
disjilayed by these young men, who had. the I’oet 
felt, wiped out tin* )ef)roa(di (d' cowardice levelled al 
P.engabs ; writes another article entitled Nr/d////e /./c 
(‘JJie iloiiest Way ) in I'rahasi (Sraban ; 1515 iff... 
July. J!)()X) examining the gene.-^.- of tlu’ 11 indu-M uslini 
dispute, which was being steadilx' fosterr-d b\' an nse- 
j-ested thud party ; addicsses the stinh’iits assemftled st 
the Sadharan luahnio Samaj on the historic signilica'c-c 
of the meeting of the ihast and the West in India (/5o'''i 
()-l*ds<‘/i ini : Ib abasi. Bhadra, 15,15 B.E,). 

J'HK SCNCS CK “CrtANJAId” Creates an exms 
sil(‘ di'ama Sarddolnah (IIM)K) and has it staged by 
staff and student;-, of Sant inif.etan, himself a])|)etiri n.s 
t.lie rob* t>l‘ the ‘Sannyasd’ ; (h'ath oeenrs of hi;- Nil 
friend, Siis (Jiandra Majumdar ; d(*li\'eis a serie,’ "1 
sermons at. Santinifad an ; \vrit(‘s his first autobiogiai'S’- 
eal skcd.eh for [la n</dhlidJdi r IxklidU (‘Writei'S in 
Bengali Banguage) jiublished t>y the. I Id nj/dfdisl Ob '' * 

D. B. Boy creates a fiiroix* in Bengali litt*' ’> 
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eiJ' l>y attacking’ in the Press and po’indicals 
la ne’s alieged “ol)scurity” and ‘‘immortality”; he 
iT;,. oie) ignores the attack ; lalei’, at tlie request of 
:;l ■ Majumdai- (then Kditoi-, nanoadar^ha),) ^ gives 
ill, qhnion on L). L. Roy’s criticisms ; publishes a play, 
ari:;!('d rraimsclutta (‘Atonement’) in whiidi he incid- 
the i)liilosophy of Sahnu/rahn in the clnracte- 
M.sisn of ‘Dhananjoy Rairagi’ ; stages tlie play at 
-vi: niibetan with himself in the leading role; occu- 
i M liimself at Sheiidah mainly with Llie songs of 
, ' :^:j<iii ; conu's to Calcutta (Novendter, IDOi?) to 
.'( ;\e ills son, Rai hi ndra nath, returned from America 

!■ three years ; takes Itathindi’anath with him on a 
i; :;1 t(air through his North-Jiengal Zenundarl ; j-eiuriis 
: . ' alcutta and reads a paper, Tuyndxtn (‘The Hermitai>:e’ ) 
:;l die OveitoAvii Hall ; delivers his fauKUis sermon, 
I'r r'dhiidit on the anniversary of tlie Prahmo Samaj 
il!;)i MagTi, T‘!ld fkiv) ; marries his son, Rathindra nath 
Uiive days later, to Pratinia Devi, a \vid()wed girl con- 
!U‘to'.‘d with the dagoir's and dedicates the iiox’cl (/era t,o 
ioiii (Janiiai-y, IhlO) ; publislu's the allegorical play Jxdija 
il'cember, 1 DIO ) ; attmids and speaks at a Tntei’ai’y 
tirerence at Rhagalpore ; tlie lii’st Knglish transia- 
r o: of OIK* of his short stories (Ilungay Stones) liy 
t.’iinialal Pose (later Judge, Phawal Case) fudilished 
.11 die Mod':)'}) /lCv'/ck', Feb. Ii)4() ; oii t.lie request of 
.'•b. Ramananda (b'hat.l.erj.ee, tlie hrsl. Fniglish translations 
’■ wo of his |)oems by Mr. koken Palit, l.C.S., are |)ub- 
• i.-l cd in tin* Modi I'}) JiCidro' for May and Sejitenilier, 

I k'll “ the Fi’uit!(*ss Ci’y” and ‘‘Tlie Death of a Stai-.” 
i 

FJFTIKTH PIRTIT-ANNJVFlCSAIiY Fiftietb Pirth- 
Aii liversary celebrated at Saritiniketan with great 
■'icniMily (May 7, PdlJ) ; on this occasion is stageil the 
i '(I’s liaja (‘The Iving of the Dark (flianilier’ ) with him- 
iir in the role of ‘Thakurda’ ; reads to friends and ad- 
niiiei’s assernliled at the time tlie memoirs of liis youth ; 
V'T (fhakraverti reads his essay on Rabind raiiatli, one 
"1 the first attenqit-s at an interjiretative estimate of the 
iCrt ; goes to Slielidali and revises his T’eminiscenci's, 
\vi:ich ajipear in the Id-ahasi serially as J iJxt tistn }ili 
itianslated into Fnglish in 11)17) ; also writes 
Arii(da)f(tfa)) , a prose-play depicting tlie tyranny of 
i" -ilised oj thodoxy eternally hamiiering ])]-ogress ; the 
1 ' : y, wdieii published in tlie /b ehn.sV, provokes violent 
pwsition from traditionalists ; returning to Calcutta 
■b'M- the rains, reads a paper on DhaDiir)- Arlha 
'.k'-aning of Religion) at the Sadliaran Prahnio Samaj 
b' !k, in reply to the ciltics of his Arhafu yntan ; 

' ■^ds anotlier jiape?’ warmly suppoi’ting the projiosed 
hi idu University at a meeting organisa'd by (.Jiaitanya 
i- lary at the Ripion (College Hall with Ashutosh (Jiau- 
' kiri in the chair ; Ananda Coomarsvvaniy comes on a 
' 1 to Santiniketan and in collaboration with Ajit 
'Takraverti translates into English some iioenis of 
k; goi-e ; writes Dak-Ghar (‘Post-Otlice) , “a three-act 
iT y of poignance and pathos” ; various prose writings 
■ " ‘ published in Tavavodhiiii Fairika (of which he was 
hi n Editor), the Pj'cibam, and the Bharafi in December 


lomjioses, at the I’eciuesi o1 Ashutosli Chaudhiiri, for the 
twenty-sixth session of tlie Indian Naiitnial Congress 
in ( aUutla, his famous n;ilional song, dona-r/cont oitona- 
ndhmayakiy later song at tin* annual Magludsava festival 
at tli(.‘ fl oj'asa n k o-house. 


dTlH COUNTRY’S HOMACF 


P)1 J-JPTS 
ACE 5l-h7 


At the Town Hall, in (kilcutta, on 
.laiiuary 28,P.)R^, a gr(‘at pul>lic 
meeting is held und-.'i- the ai.is])ices 
of Hie Jdujlifo SaJiilya FmisJind (Academy of Jtengali 
Ue(iers) at, which the Jk>(*t is presented, on his coniplet- 
nig tin* liftieth year of his lile, with a I’emarkable 
address written and j-ead b>’ liamendra Sundar Tiivedi 
acknowledging in glowing words his s*:reat and uifnpie 
c( iitj-ibution to (‘very deiiarlincnt of Pengali literature; 
the Foi'islutd also staits a sjiecial fund in Ills name for 
tin* promotion ol oi’iginal research work in Pengali; 
leads at the Padharan i>rahino Samaj Pi’ayer Hall a 
]ta))er on A I mo-Fo }‘i('h(t yo (Self- inti‘oduct-ion ) in which 
h(* maintains that Pi’aiimos are but Hindus and dejire- 
cat(‘s the sejiaratist, conceit which keeps the two 
(‘omnmiiities apai’t, ; is vigorously critic is(*d by the 
1 o! voko mu ndi (the organ cd' the Sadb.-iran Prahmo 
Samaj); dc'livers a lectui'e at tin* ox'ertoun H;dl on 
Fhojalhai .dirt' Ililiic-u r Dharo (The Main (Tii’reiits of 
Indian Hisiory) maintaining that, the g:r(‘at mission of 
J Bi K )'(t ( ho i‘s li (( was to unite* all the* conllicting elements 
gathered in this ancient hand and ci’eate a rare' synthesis 
to her g’loj’y and the benetit of m;inkind ; the (.lox'(*rnnient 
oi East Pe*ngal and Assam issues conlidential cii’culars 
tliat the institution e-f Santiniketan was “alt.ogether 
unsuitable.’ lor the? t*dncat,ion of tin* sons of (.Te)VW‘rn- 
nu'iiCs servants” ; is mort ified as many gaiai’dians and 
parents remoxing l.heii’ wards fioin Santiniketan where 
at that lime ari’ives Myron H. Idielps, an American 
lawyei', wlio ])id)lislu*s a glowing account of the human 
xalues of the teaching affoj’ded at tliis institiit.ion ; decides 
to g;o to Eurojie to aceiuaint the* world at lai’ge* with his 
educational institution and also to s.t.ueiy the co-ope*iative 
system in De*nmark ; receives at. about the* same time, 
.a r(*(jue‘st from his friends, Phai Promotlio Lull Sen 
and Prajendra Nath Seal, then in England to go th(*re 
and meet some of the* leading English intellectuals, sud- 
denly falls ill on the night Itefore* Ins departure 
CMarch, P.H”) and has t.o jiost.pone* his visit, his lugg’age 
g’oing as far as Madi’as ; goes to Sheiidah and convalesces 
t.he*re translatin'^ into Ifnglisli some of his s.ongs and 
])oems ; is advised to umleitake a join-ney to Ein’ope to 
I’ecoup his healtli ; sails xvit.h his son, Ratiiindran.aHi, and 
daughter-in-law, Pi-atima Devi, fi'om Bombay on the L!7th 
iMay, PJla, on his thij’d visit to Euj’ope ; translates more 
of his ))oems wlnle on the beat. 


EUROPE AND ‘‘GITANJAIJ”— Arrives in T.ondon 
on June 10, P.)12 ; ]:uts up in a hotel from where he gets 
into touch with William Rothenstein, tlie celelirated 
English painter, who had met the Poet at Abariindra Nath 
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Ta^rore’s house on a visit to India some years a^^o ; 
receives warm welcome from iiothenstein to whom he 
shows the Knylish translations of his poems ; Kothenstein, 
deeply im))i-essed, lias copies typed and sends them 
to Veals, Stopfc)i-d liiooke and Bradley, all of whom 
are enl.husiasiir in their praise of the poems ; Kothen- 
sUnn arian^;es a reading; at his liouse, where before May 
Sinclair, lOvelyn IJ ndeiliill, flriiest Rhys, Fox- Sti'ane:ways, 
('harles Tieveh'yaii, Kxra Pound, Alice Meynell, Henry 
Nevinson and othcj-s, William Butler Yeats leads the 
))oenis, which create a luofound im])ression ; here, for 
lirst timi‘, the Poet imads Pharles Andrews, then a mis- 
sionaiw aftaclied to Camluid^’e Brotherhood and working- 
as a Professor at St. Stejiliens Colle^:e, Delhi. 

Attends an “At Home” aiian^’ed in his honour hy the 
‘'Union of Fast West Uluh” ; on duly Hf at the Troca- 
dero Hotel, the authorities of the celebrated Engdish 
weekly, T/ic iVoZ/ov/, give a big pai'ty with a view to in- 
troducing the Poet to the. leading English intellec- 
tuals of the day ; leavi's Ijondon to stay amidst pure 
English j'ural surroundings and goes to Butterton in 
Strallordshire as the guest of a son of Uenei’al Outram 
of the Sejioy Mutiny fame ; returning from StratTordshire 
goes to anotliei' English village, Uhalford in Gloucester- 
shire ; returning to London, meets Bernard Sliaw, H. G. 
Wells, Stopfoi'd Brooke, .lohn Masefield, Jjowes Dickinson. 
Bertrand Bussell, Jolin Galsworthy, Rovei’t Jfridges, 
Sturge Moore and otlu'rs ; K. (■. Sen translates into 
English the drama Ii((ja (‘The King of the Dark 
Chamber’), whiU^ Debabi'ata Mukherji translates his 
l)(tk(jh(ir (‘Post-Otlice’) — lioth revised by the Ikiet ; in 
Se])t, (‘tuber purchases fi'om Col. N. P. Sinha (T.ord Sinha’s 
brotdier) an old Nillmthl (Indigo-planter’s bunglow) 
with extensive grounds at surul, a village lying tliree miles 
from Santiniketan (the present seat of the Rural Recons- 
truction Centre of Vis\’a-Bliarati). 

FIRST VISIT TO AMERICA— Sails for America 
(acconpianied by Dr. D. N. Maitra) and reaches New Y'ork 
on Oct()l)er 1!7. 1912 ; ])roceeds to Urbana (Illinois) ; 

s[)eaks from llnitarian cha])els at sevei'al places on Meta- 
])liysical t.o) ics ; on Nm ember 1, 1912, the India Society 
of London jmhlishes a limited edition (TbO cojiies only) 
of (jifinijdli (Song-Otferings) containing English tran- 
slations of 192* poc'ins princijially from his thi'ee Bengali 
works — \ a i i/(( , l\Iirij(( and (i ita )i jail — with an inti’o- 
(luction by Yeats and a pencilsketcli by Rothenstein 
as fi-ont is])iece : the, book immediately takes the Eng- 
lish literary public by storm and is acknowledged as 
tlu‘ gieatest literary event of day ; leaves IJj-bana in 
.lanuary 1912 for Chicago wheie lie stays as the guest 
(T I\lrs. Vaugli an Mody and lectures on “Ideals of Ancient 
Civilisation of India” at the University ; speaks also on 
“The Problem of Evil” at the Unitarian Hall, Chicago ; 
goes to Rochester to attend the Congress of Races and 
meets there the great German philosopher Rudolph 
Eucken. who warmly greets him, having become an ardent 
admirer on reading “Song-Ofl'erings” ; reads his famous 
address on “Race Conflict” at the Congress of Races on 


January 30 ; goes to Boston and addresses a distingii a li- 
ed meeting of intellectuals there ; returns to Urbana on 
March 10, via New York and Chicago, deliver a 
course of lectures at Harvai’d University, which are laun 
published as Sad ha no ; MacMillan publishes a poimiai 
edition of Gitanjali followed by (Girdencr and Crci^C' nf 
Moon ; tlie India Society brings out his translation of 
(Ih It ra iif/ada in English as “Chitra”. 

In India on May 20, at Viceregal Lodge, Simla, Lev. 
C. P. Andj-ews reads, at a meeting presided over lo 
the Viceroy Lord Hardinge, a paper on the life and 
poetry of Tagore, His Excellency in his presidential 
remarks desc rilling RahiiidraJiath as “The Pcaet Oauroalv 
of Asia ; r(Au)‘ns f rom America to England in June, Bii;; ; 
repeats his American lectuj'cs at the Caxton Hall, London, 
on Indian relig'ioii and philosophy, deploring, infer nlm 
the “j’etrospective and a rcliaeologieal interest” taken hy 
Western scholars in the great religious scriptures of 
India ; goes to the Duclies Nursing Home for a surgical 
o))ej'atiou for a malady which Homeopathy had failed to 
cure ; lioards the “City of Lahore” on Septembej* 4. to 
return home ; shortly liefore dcpartiu'c leai’ns for tlie 
first time aliout the devastating floods in Bengal 
(Burdwan) and speaks strongly in protest against the 
English news agencies failing to send out or Engjisli 
newsi)a])ei-s to record such news of vital importance to 
India : arrives in Bombay on October 4, 1913 and reaciiv? 
Ualcult-a on (Ictoher (>. 

NOBEL PRIZE AND WORLD FAME— On Novcni- 
her 12, 1912 comes t.o India the news that the Nobel Prize 
for Litei'atin'e has been awarded to the Poet for hi- 
(titan jali which was acclaimed by the Swedish Aca- 
demy as the gi’eatest piece of idealistic wori: in I/ite- 
1 ‘ature foi’ the year ; great I’ejoicings take place all oxer 
the country ; a large number of people of all classes so 
fi*om Calcutta tai Santiniketan in a special train, on Nov- 
embm- 22, to congi’atulate the Poet, wlio, however, replies 
witli some asjierity acmising most of them who had conic 
having waitc'd to recognise him till the West had acknow- 
halged his poeti’y in this striking manner ; is severxhy 
criticised for this “inhos])it.able re[)ly” hut is support 
ed l;y Bipin Cliandra Pal, who, in an article in hi." 
in lid n Ticrdir said ; “No man of Rabindranath’s p(»si- 
tion and sensihiliites could have been less flitter nm!*'! 
similar circumstances” and “the I'efiuke of his reply was 
neithei- undeserved nor undignified”. Ramsay Macdoiialh 
— then in India as a member of the Public Service Conn 
mission — visits Santi nikelan and afterwards writes an 
article on it (The Ihidij Gfiroiiich', January 14, 1914) ; 
honorary degree of D.Eit”. is conferi'ed on him the Um- 
versity of Calcutta, on December 2(5, 1912, at a spec si 
convocation held at Goveimment House, (talcntta, in whi i> 
similar honours were also conferred upon Prof. Pa a! 
Vinogradoff, Hermann Jacobi, Sylvain Levi and other 
savants of Europe who had come to India at the i 
vitation of the University at a foi’mally hands overs t-e 
Nobel Prize Diploma and Medal to the Poet. 

The house at Surul having now been fitted up 
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i;,i, i:itory equipment for scieutific lesearcli, a formal 
iKv.sewaimiiift” takes place on the first day of the Benj^'ali 
Kr-i (April, 1914) ; Charles Andi-ews and William 

I’r.sson return from South Africa to Santiniketan where 
tiny had gone togethei' “to fight”, in the words of 
th. Poet, “our cause with Mi-. Gandhi and others” ; 
Xaiidalal Bose, the famous artist, jiays a visit to 

Saiii iniketan and is accorded a reception by the Poet ; 
Llii' drama Achulayalan, is staged at Santiniketan, the 
|\m‘I himself a])])earing in the leading role with Pearson, 
wliM spoke Bengali beautifully wjites a forewojxl to a 
11. i.gali liook, Basantapj-ayan, wiftten by Sarajubala Das 
iiiijila (daughter of I)r. Brajendranath Sil) in memory 
,if her husband, Basanta Das (a In-othe)’ of C. Ik Das). 

“SABlkPPATRA” AND SANTINIKETAN - Prama- 
tli;i (diaudhuri (“Birbal”), lawyer and man of letters, 

• tarts (May 8, 1914) the Sohn j-ixtf ra ((dreen leaves) a 
lleiigali periodical ; the Poet contributes every month 
imeins, essays, stories to this new joinnal, which 
I rniihasises the characteristic Indian values, satii’i/,es 
cDiiventionality, hollow snol)bei'y and hazy romanticism ; 
I'Mt's to spend the summer at Ramgaih Hills in tin* <listrict 
nf Almorah ; composes j^joems in obvious disti'ess of mind 
[illed with dark foi’ebodiiigs of an iincertain ap])roach of 
liillage and destruction' ; on r(‘t,ui'n t.o Santiniketan, 
receives a foreign \dsitor, an Arab poet, named Bustain'e 
wlio had traiislated Tag(U’e’s poems into Arabic fj'om 
PiC Bnglish texts of “Song-Offerings”, “Crescent Moon”, 
ric, his poems aj'e now hieing translated into all tlu' 
le'iiK'ijial Eurojieai: languages — his f.ame spieading all 
I'vcr t he woi’ld ; contributes to Sdbii j- ii(tt ra Sirir paint 
(ketter fj'om a Wife), a short in which rings the conflict 
Picc gi'adually awakening Indian womardiood to the 
i.'agedy of their position ; it creates a furroi’e and Bipin 
' haiidra Pal caricatures the stoi'y by writing in the 
\nr(!ffa}i (a papei' started by C. K. Das) Mrnralc)- pairtt 
(la ttei- from Mrinal) ; the Narayax cifticises Tagore foj' 
lacldtig in realism and indulging in exotic writings which 
had no root in the soil ; the Poet replies in the Sahiij- 
I'lifrx with tw^o essays, Hafitai) and Loka/iiia, deploring, 
111 the lattei' essay, the tendency on the part of tliose 
' iicaged in social service to patjonise the common ])eo|)le 
aJ ile dealing with the [irohlem of poverty and social 
Adift. 

THE WAR BEGINS On the declaration of the War 
ia Europe, the Poet delivers a remarkable sermon at 
kdriiiiniketan (August 5, 1914) following it up with 
a: essay, Ma via, himsi (Thou Shalt not Hate) ; comes 
b ('alcutta and reads an address of felicitations on the 
asion of Ramendra Sundar Trivedi’s fiftieth birthday 
ebration ; returning to Santiniketan, goes to stay in 
8' l ul where he composes, in 4G days 108 songs {Gif all) 
d teaches them all to his grand-nephew, Dinendianath 
Ih gore, who was the “custodian and storehouse” of 
E musical compositions ; also writes some of the poems 
]>' 'dished in the Sahuj-patra and later collected in LalaLa 
I two short stories, Bhai Phonfa and Sesher Ratri the 


last being later translated by himself and published in 
English as “Mashi” ; goes on a visit, to Bodh Gaya and 
Allahabad ; goes up for a few days to Darjeeling returns 
to Santiniketan but leaves again for Agra and goes to 
Allahabad; composes at Allahabad his ^famous poem 
“Shah dalian” {'Balak'), 

FIRST MEETING WITH G A NDII 1.1 1— The students 
and staff of the Idioenix School (stalled l>y Gandhiji in 
Tiansval) come to Santiniketan (in response to the PoeEs 
invitation, previously sent, at the instance of Andrews) 
inlluenced by these new aiulvals, the students of Santi- 
niketan resolve to help the sulfering jute cultivators in 
East Bengal by giving up using sugar and Hour with 
meals and thus saving money for the purpose ; the Poet, 
however, disajijiroves of this and writes : “the best form 
of sel f-saciifice which they could undertake was doing 
some hard work to earn money”; ddivei's in (’alcutta 
Febiiiary, 1.1 (191.1) a remarkaftle address at, the inaugu- 
ral. ion of Bdxf/iya J } i I asatUi (t 1 / Maudali (Bengal Social 
Service League founded by Di. D. N. Maitra) ; returns 
to Santiniketan on the k2nd Febi-uaiy, narrowly missing 
Gandhiji and Mrs. Gandhi, who had come early in 
Februai-y, sti'aight from Bombay after his visit lo 
I'higland, to see the Phoenix School lads but was hastily 
calh‘d away to Iliona on Gopal Kiishan Gokhaie’s death; 
slaying at Suiul, writes Piwlynxi and reads the pilay at 
Santiniketan on March 4, 191,1 ; (later it is imblished in 
the Stthnj p(fl rtt) welcomes Gandhiji to Santiniketan on 
March G ; on tin* lOth March, at Gandhijiks suggestion, 
an “ex]>eriment” is started in training the boys to be self- 
su|)porting without, the help of cooks, servants and 
sweepers”, tin* play Phalynni is staged at Santiniketan 
with the Ibx't in the role of th(‘ blind ‘Baulk 

‘■PHAL(41INI” — Receives Lord (kainiichael (Governor 
of Bengal) at Sant.iniketan on March 20, 1915 ; the 
Phoneix Sdniol students and staff leave for Hardwar with 
Gandiiiji, who comes to ;tak'e them away on March 31 ; 
id.uying again at Surul, composes many new songs and 
poems ; a cycle of four stoiles pulilished in tlie Sahuj- 
patra afifiears in liook form undei' the title of CJiaf i< ran ga ; 
now commences writing a novel — Ghare-baire,— which is 
serially iiidilished iti th(‘ SaJ>nj-pafra is the recipient of a 
Knighthood on the King-Emperor's Birthday (.3rd dune, 
191.5) ; Andrews and Pearson, go to Fiji T.slands to 
enquire into the grievances of Tndiaii indentured labour ; 
the Poet proceeds to Kashmir with Rathindranath, 
Pj-atima Devi and the poet Satyendranath Diitta ; 
composes sevei'al of his most well-known poems while at 
Srinagai* contributes to the Shakespeare Tercentenary 
commemoi'ation Volume a remaikable Bengali sonnet, at 
the request of Shakespeare Society ; returning to 
Calcutta, reads a paper at a public meeting at the 
Rammohan Ijibrary on Sik^har haJian (‘Vehicle of Instruc- 
tion’), urging the adoption of the Bengali as the medium 
of instruction at the local university ; the Phalguni is 
produced at the Jorasanko house in aid of the famine- 
stricken people at Bankura, the Poet appearing in the 
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(luaj loic-;:. of y(juii;_v “Kal)i.st.‘k)iai‘” and tho ))lin, old ‘haul’ 
(dan, ; Jt-lurtia t(j SaJitinjkolan and finishos (jharc- 

fmin ; Jidhtho ])uhlisljod ; wjilos in Uio Sahnj- ixji ra an 
ai't icle (ait-ith'd ( 7///a/ y a-.sY/.srr// pi’otosting' vahcniL'iiUy 
again.st. tlio )'c)>4'(!s.sion of sladenls aftor the Oaten epi.sode 
at th(‘ J ’I'esidenry (’olli'ge, drawing ]>ointed attonOon to 
the gj(.'wiiig ostjaiigcincnt hotween KnglishniL'n and 
i U-ngalees ; Jiis coJIertfd jioetical woi-]vS in liefiivali are 
j)iil)lisliod in ton N’oJunie.s, ),y tlit' Indian Press, Allahabad ; 
MacMillan K' (’o., fyulijish “Fruit (hil.hej-ing” and “Ilnnery 
Slones and Otliej- Sto)-(‘is”. 

Jhocc'eds t(y da])an, on May M, llHh with Andj-ews, 
Peafs(n) and Mukul Oey; j-eaclnss Rangoon on tlu' (»th 
and is gixen a lousiny; rec(‘])tion ; leaving on the JOtli, 
arri\'('s al Si ngatjois' on tlio J hth ; reaehine; IJonkkong 
on the L’L!nd May is infoiiins] hy the Ca|)tiiin that 
i.ind('r ( 0 (l(‘r:-; fi’oin a nldioi’ities (hi* sliij) has to cut out 
Shanydiai an<l pi'ocet'd stiiiight to dapan as the jnililie 
had gi‘own impatient at Idte ])rospeet of seeing him ; 
arii\’es at JvoIm' on May lilt ; is mitertained lirst hy 
the dapanese Press Association and then at ii gianit 
gatlKuing of da])anes(‘ intelhaduals, when p.ount Okuma 
w'elconuss Idiu with a .sja'ceh in dapanes(‘ and the l*oet 
j'cplies in Peiip.ali ; stays foJ' sonn:‘ time at llakone as the 
p:U(‘st. of llara, the (‘chduated ])aint(‘i’, to \\'h<mi lie dedi- 
catc'S “Stiay Ilii'ds” latiu' jmhlislusl hy MacMillan; 
criticisiss tlu' dapan(‘S(' 1 nipiO’ialist policy against the 
youjig lu'puhlic of (diina and spealas on June 17, at 
th(' Polvyo 1 1 ni\'('isit y on “Pin* Messagi* of India to 
.iapan” ; and on “Plie S|>ii‘it (d’ .lapan” in July at the 
Keio (iij’iku Pni vaosil ; falls iiiiinediatel \’ int^> otlicial 
disfa\'our ; receix'es and |■('jects an in\ italion from Van- 
couxer (t'anacki) as a gesture agiiinst that Pritisli Doiiii- 
nion’s disci’iminat ing t jasitment of Indians. 


I NDK’dAIFN'r ()]-' NAdd()NALISM^Leav(‘s for 
America and I'caches Smitth’ (AVasliington ) o?i Se|>tem- 
heu' IS. Ihld; is met h\' J. Ik Pond of Pond Py(‘euni, a 
W(dl-k]mwn Anieiican k'ctui‘e huia'an, and entms into 
a contr.act with him for a lecluit* tour in the IRiited 
Slates ; the Hist public rece}iti(Hi in America is given 
l)y the ladies of Seattle Siiiiset (duh ; at the hall of 
this ('lull tlie Poet also delivei's his first jiuhlic address 
(arr.'iiiged hy JNnid) on S(’])teniher 25, sjieaking on 
“'Idle (dilt of Nationalism”, condemning the greedy 
I m|u’rialisni of AVeslern natiems and also vigoi’ously 
denoiinciniv P.ritisli rule in India ; lectures next at I’oi’t- 
land (Oiegon) on the dVth, at San Francisco (California) 
en tlu' .'dUh. whei'c he {deads foi' “moj-e of tln^ funda- 
mental idea (d’ hrotherhood and less of organisation”; a 
st'ction of llie American Piess strongly criticises his 
si'ctsdi on Nationalism ; is feted by tht‘ Japanese of Frist'o 
on (K'tohm' .‘k and Ity the T.os Angles pulilic on October 
■1 ; atlmuls ,a conceit hy T’aderewski and has a long talk 
wdh him ; iwuls at tlit' Columhia Theatre, New York, one 
of Ins short stoiies and gives readings fi-om the English 
tianslation of /fe/n ; Kamcliandra, the Sikh leader of 
the Indian revolutionaries luinded under the “llindus- 


than Cadr” party, attacks the Poet in a newspaai) 
ai‘ticle on tlie alleged ground of ‘sailing under fa sr 
colours liy I'ctaining the pi-ivilege of a British Knigai- 
liood and ad ring anti-Bidtish views’; a rumour sjirt. d,- 
of a plot against his life by the Ilindusthan (j.di 
Part,y, hut the Poet refuses to ])lace himself unPi 
j>(dic(^ jirotection as he does not believe in the runioLii ; 
(vamchandia later dmiies in the J^ortUoui Tdrc/ nun, a;i\ 
intention to kill him ; though advised by some friends in 
('id. short Ids lecture tour, the Poet I'efuses to change hi; 
plans and goes to Santa Barbara where he repeats iiis 
l(H‘tuie on N’at.ionalism ; then tours lecturing throuyli 
Pasadena, Salt Fake City, Cliicago, Iowa, Mihvaulac, 
Louisville and Deti’oit where his lecture on “Nationalii-in" 
w.as clmi'acterised in the Jbess as “sickly sacchaiiiii' 
mental poison” (Detroit Journal, Nov., 14) ; at ihe 
very exclusive dAveiitieth Centuj'y Club at (JlevelaiK.i 
lu* speaks against. America’s lust for gold ; comes to New 
7'ork wheie in an interview with the Jb'ess (Nov., 18) Ik- 
denounces W’estein Nationalism and speaks strongly 
.'igainst, America’s anti- Asiatic ])olicy ; lectures at tlic 
Carnegie Hall in Nbwv Yoi’k at the School of Ih.iliti'.ai 
Education on “The Wendd of I’ersonality” ; speaks nexi 
at Poston at Mount Holyoak College on “Art”, at 
d’aramouiit d'enijih*, on “Nationalism” whei'e he recenw';- 
“one of the warmest welcomes ever accorded to a 
lecturer in Boston” {i><nlon Herald, Dec., G, IDIG) is 
welcomed Igv President Hadley at tin' Vale Universit-y a- 
a “seeker after light and trutli” ; I'ctuims to New 
Yoj’k for a farewell sjieech, on December 12, at the 
Amstao'dam Theatre, which is fiacked to capacity , 
goes ot Clex'eland again to plant a tj'ee in Shakespeare 
Caj’deii ; tlum to Colorado to see the famous spring^j ami 
j-eturns again to San Fj'ancisco where he writes the fore- 
word to Paul Uicliai'd’s hook, “d’o The Nations” (puh 
lished by J. Ik P<>nd) ; leaves for .Jafiaii, on Januaiyv 21 
P.H7 and halts enroute at Honolulu for a da,v ; Pearses 
stays in Japan and the Poet retui'us to Calcutta will! 
Mulud l)ey, on March 17, 1917. 

d’llE “\ICHITUA” (’LUB — Returning to Calcutt: 
the Poet has a pleasant surprise in the shape of the 
^dcltitra School of Arts and Crafts sponsored and orgs 
ruzed in his absence by' Cangaiiendranath AbaiundranaLi 
and Rathindranath at his Jorasankohouse ; tinds also an- 
other institution the “1777/ /Cu Club”, which soon be 
comes the meeting place for Bengal’s intellectual 
and literai'y^ peo|)le ; in the Sahnj-palra writes BJiasn ' 
Kalliix strongly supporting Pj-amatha Chaudhuri in hi 
attempt to ])opularize tlie literary tongue and to writ ' 
th('‘ Bengali language in the same way as it is spoken ; 
conies to Calcutta for a gala celebration of his birth 
day by the Vichitra Club ; writes short stori-ie 
{Ta j)((riv}ni and Palki Numher) for the Sahuj-pat rr 
protests strongly against the inteiMiment of Mrs. Besan 
for her political activities ; in Calcutta, reads, first a 
Rammohan Lilirary (Aug. 4, 1917) and then at the Alfre ' 
Theatre, his famous political paper Kartar Ichhaya - 
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Ioanna (‘As the Master Will It”), Bhui)eiuhaMath I^asii 
i residnig' at the lattei* place ; composes, at the request ot 
J 'audit Malaviya, his famous national song Dcnha, Desha 
.KfiidUa kari inaadUa tuba rcr/, which is sung for 
:iie first time at the meeting at Mammohan Lil)j“ary ; 
jcads a pai;er on Sau(jitcr viakti (Redemption of Song) ; 
111 a lettej- to a friend in England (which is published ))y 
i)ie Iridia]) Pi'ess on Se])tem)ier 7) he strongly expr-esses 
Itiniself on the ruthless rejiression then ])ractised l)y 
Die (loverjiment of Bengal against i)olitical woi-kers 
l y imprisonment and detention without charge or trial, 
■'in a few cases driving them to insanity oi- suicide” ; 
[/Old Ronaldshay, Goveiaior of Bengal, denies the 
Doet’s charges in a speech at the Bengal Legislative 
1 ouncil ; to this the Poet j’ej>lies later in a statement 
elan, li, 11)18), in which he gives a concrete instance' 
<•[' a young student at Santinikel-an, who had I'un 
sway from the school chagrined at liis failure at the 
annual test, being ai'rested and detained, without charge 
iw trail, undei’ tlie all-embracing Indian ‘DORA’. 

l‘OLITl('S AGAIN- A contro\ersy having arisen 
ainong Bengal Gongressmen as to making Mrs. Besant, 
Dien under internment, the I’resident., of the Indian 
National Congress Session in Calcutta in Decemiter, 11)17, 
Die Poet w^armly suppoi'ts the cause of Mi'S. Besant 
against the opposition of Su rendiainatli Banerjea and 
Ids followei's ; j'eceives, on Sejitember 8, a dcjiutation 
wmsisting of Motilal Ghose, C. R. Das, Bifiinchandra 
I id, P>. Chakriivarti, JI iiondranath Dutta, Eazlul Tliai, 
who offer him the* Chiui’manshi]) of the Becejition 
Committ(‘e of tlie forthcoming Congress Session ; is elect- 
ed on September 11 as Chairman of tlie Recejition Com- 
mittee in place of Rai Baikunthamith Sen Bahadur, who 
liad been previously elected j'esigns his Cludi'niiinship in 
iavoui' of Riii Baikuntliiimdh Sen Bahadur when the coii- 
1 rovei'sy ends with the acce|)tiince of Mrs. Besjint iis Pj’esi- 
dent by the ‘Moderate’ Party ; attends the Congress 
meeting on the opening day when he receives a gp’viit 
'Wation and I’eads ‘India’s Prayer” (a fioem) imme- 
diately after the singing of liaadr ]\latera))i ; Dak-iDiar 
(Post-Office) is staged by the Poet at the Vicldtra 
^dub hall, he himself iippearing in the role of ‘Thakurda’, 
up)>orted by Gaganendirinath, Abafundraiiath, Rathindi-a- 
!iath— the performance being Avitnessed by Gandldji, 
Tilak Maharaj, Malaviyjiji, Mis. Besant iind other 

rnominent Congress leiiders ; the communal liots in 
Behar (Sahabad) provokes from his pen the famous 
•jiolitical |)aper on CJi hoto-o-Doro (‘The Great and the 
Small’) meets in Calcutta at his Jorasanko residence, 
L. S. Montague, the Secretary of State, who had come 
out on his ‘‘Reform” mission ; returns to Santiniketan 
and receives Sir Michael Sadler and other members of 
Die Calcutta University Commission ; avrites a devasta- 
Dng satire on the educational policy of the Government of 
India (Totakahhii: ‘The Pai'rot’s Training’); coming to 
Calcutta, delivers a lecture on (Jhhanda (rhythm) ; com- 
poses the poems of Palalaka ; his fiftyseventh birthday 
IS celebrated at the Vichitra Club. 


IDlD-lDlif Oil May !•, P)18, Gourlay, then 

AGE rffiDld Private Secretai’y to the Governor 

of Bengal (Lord Ronaldshay), in- 
forius .Andrews that the Government had I’cceived infor- 
mation from San Francisco, tiiat the PT)et had been con- 
nected wath the young Indian levolutionaries undergoing 
trial there, and that., it was I'umouj'ed, he had received 
Gei'inau money for his Amei*ican tour in B)1C), when he 
sjioke to strongly ag’ainst British rule in India ; tVie IViet 
writes an indignant letter to Pj-esident Wilson, and 
althougli assured of generous recejition liy the Amei'icail 
public (through Die American Consul at Calcutta) 
gives u]) the idea of foreign tour which he had been 
contt'iu plating lor some time ; ic'ceives Die news of 
Pearson’s arrest and dejiortation to England, at the ins- 
tance of the Britisli Govi'rnnu'iit,, for alleged anti-British 
ai'tivities in Japan and Amc'rica ; declines an oli’er of 
Rs. 50, ()()() |)y Jhlak for undertaking’’ a cultural propa- 
ganda tour” in Euro])e and America ; on May 10, 1018, 
his eldest daughter, Bela De\D (Mrs. Sarat Chandra 
Cliakravaiti ) exiures in Calcutta after a protracted 
illness : r(‘turns lo Santiniketan on May 28, cancelling 
at the last minure a iriji to Darjeeling and stays 
there for four months occuiiyiiig himself mainly with 
teaching work ; leaves in Die autumn foj- a tour in Madras 
but sto|)s foj- a few days at Jithpin-am with the Maha- 
r.aja aiid retiu’ns to Calcutta ; Ajit Cha];raverti dies in 
(’alcntta (Dec. 1018) ; on tlnv 22n(i December, it)18 at 
S.M uD nil\ctan the. Poet exjilains his idea about creating an 
institution which would lie a true centre for the dilTei'ent 
cultui-es of the East and lays its foundation stone at- the 
site of t-he pi'esimt t,ennis court, at Sant.iniketan ; Mac- 
Millan A:. Co., jiublish ‘‘Lover’s Gift and Crossing”, 
“Maslii and Other Stories”. 

Out on a tour of South India, the Poet arrives at 
Baiigaloi'e (January 10, 1010) from whei’c he goes to 
Mysore, Ooty, Coimbatore, Palghat, Salem, Trichnopoly, 
Seringa|)attam, K umbak(.>nam, Tanjore, Madras speak- 
ing to large and enthusiastic audiences on “’Tlie Message 
of the Forest”, “The fallv Religions of India” and “The 
Centre of Indian Cult.ure” ; coming to Madras speaks a.s 
Chancclloi* of (.he “National University”, founder by Mrs. 
.Annie Besant, whose guest he Avas at Adyar ; returns to 
Calcutta and sjieaks pul)Jicly in this city for the first time 
in English, to a crowded auditorium at the Emjiirc 
Theatie, on “Education”, reads next at the Bose Institute 
“The Message of tlu' Forest”. 


THE GREAT GESTURE— On the inauguration by 
Gandhiji of hi.s Satyagraha movement as a protest 
against the passing of the RoAvlatt Act, the Poet AVi’ites 
a lettei- in which he expiesses his a])|)rehension of the 
movement giving rise to forces beyond control ; on April 
lo takes place the shooting of unarmed citizens of 
Amritsar at Jalianwallah Bag ; follow Martial Law in the 
Punjab and attendant atrocities ; strict censorship pre- 
vents news of official outrages reaching othei’ provinces ; 
the poet comes to know of these at the end of May ; not 
receiving support from political leaders in his attempt to 
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^‘o to the Punjab, lie conies to (’alcutta (May 27), where 
he fails to have (ainvened a |)uhlic ineetinj'- of protest 
over wliicii fie olfers to preside ; on May dO, Ihlh he writes 
the “historic lettei” to tlie Viceroy, Loi'd Chelmsford, 
renouncing- his Kuij^hthood in ordei- to “give voice to the 
protest of millions of my couiit.rymen surpi-ised into a 
dumb anguish of teii'oi” ; all this time the Pot‘t is 
engaged in writing the sketches of Lijnktt (published in 
PJ22 ) ; a new Hengali monthly, the S(nit in ilcricui-PatriIca 
tlie organ of the SantiniKeatn Asrani is started under his 
editorshij), 

Thi* nuclus of the Visva-Pharati is foimed, when on 
July d, 19P) Vidya Ilhawan is opened for advanced studies 
in ancient Indian literature's and later in Tibetan and 
Chinese with Pandit, Vidhusekhar Sast.ri at its head ; 
published “The ('entre of Indian ('ulture“ lectures, 
composes songs and lakes classes at Santiniketan ; adapts 
r as lice iisodh , which is stageel at Santiniketan ; 
spends the autumn (Oct-iNJov.) at Shillong ; retui'ning- to 
Santiniketan, o])('ns a class for dancing under two ins- 
t]-uctors bi'ought, from Manipur; visit, s Sylhet (IJecembei- 
(b PIPI) ; Loi-d Ponaldshay visits Santiniki'tan (Feb. 
P)2()) ; adapts Raja as Aniprafan ; goes, to Ciijrat, at 
Candhiji’s invitation, to attend an anni vc'rsai'y function 
of the Cujrat Literary Society ; spends a day at. 
Candhiji’s Sabarmati At^ravi ; visits Bhavnagar and 
Limbdi ; j’eceives a gift of Rs. 10, 000 fi-om the ruler of 
Limbdi for Santiniketan ; goes to A liniedabad, Bombay. 
Surat and i-eturns to Calcutta in May, 1020. 

Leaves (bilcutta for Europe on May 11, 1020 with his 
son and daughtei‘-in-law ; sails fi'om Bomliay on May 
If) ; on board tlu' boat has often long talks with the Aga 
Khan (who, ((uite freciuently, reads out to him from Hahz 
and discusses Sufism) the Mahai'aja of Alwar, the 
Jam-Saheb of Nawanagar (Ranjit Singh) ; ti'anslates 
during the voyage some of his Santiniketan sermons, 
which are latei- published as “thought Relics” ; lands at 
Plymouth on June 5 ; is received by Pearson whom he 
meets after three years ; coming to London meets Rothen- 
stein, ITudson (the celebrated author of “Ci’een 
Mansions”) Fox- Strangways (tlie author of ‘The Music 
of Hindustan”), Cunninghame-Craham (the author of 
“Cartegena’) , Nicholas Roei'ich (the Russian painter who 
had not yet risen to fame), Bernard Shaw, Ih-of. Cilbert 
Murray and others ; goes to Oxfoi’d (June lb) to speak 
to the students at a function at which Di’. Robert 
Bridges , the Poet-laureate of England, was to have 
presided but later excused himself fixnn attending ; 
meets Col. Lawi’enre (of Arabian fame), who complains 
to him that the British Covernment having failed to keep 
any of the promises he had make to the Arabs be would 
never be able to face to those peo])le again ; from Oxford 
the Poet goes to Cambridge and meets there, among 
others. Prof. Anderson, Lowes Dickinson and J. M. 
Keynes ; attends a reception arranged in his honour by 
the Union of East and West Society, where Dame Sybil 
Thorndyke, the celebrated English actress, recites a poem 
composed for the occasion by Laurence Binyon. 


A MESSENGER OF PEACE— Calls at the Indi;. 
Ollice on Montagu, the Secretai-y of State for India and 
Lord Sinha (Under-Secretary) and discusses with them 
the Punjab alTairs, pointing out to Montagu that h 
was not so much tlie punishment of General L>yei 
that India asked for but moral condemnation of the crinn 
by the British Nation ; the callous condonation of Genera! 
Dyer by the House of ia)i‘ds, the debate in its ugli- 
ness of racial arrogance disti'ess him beyond measure 
signs, along with others, a li'tter to Premier Lloyd Georgia 
suggesting Montagu as the successor of Lord Chelms- 
ford as Viceroy of India ; visits Ranimohan Roy’s 
tomb at Bristol ; meets Sir Horace Plunkett and 
“A. E.” (George Russell) ; prejiai'es for a ti'ip t(i 

Scandinavia but cancels the visit at the last moment ; 
goes to France (August (5, l‘)2()) “with a feeling of relief" 
from “studied coolness” on the part of many of his Eng 
lish friends and admirers ; stays in Paris as the guest of 
M. Kahn, known as “the I'ichest man in France” meets 
Pj-ofes.sors Sylvain Levi and i)e Bi-un ; visits the batth' 
fields in Northei-n France and is much disturbed by sc-enes 
of devastation ; goes for a few days to Southern 
France which he lilies ; prepares his lectiu’e on “The 
Meeting of tlie East and West” ; returns to Comtesse dc 
Noailles, the celebrated French poetess, who tells him 
that sh(' was t,he Clemenceau when the news of the decla- 
j'ation of the Wai- came and that both tui'ned to read from 
1,he Fj-ench translation of his GitaiijaJl (“Song'-OiTcuings”) 
to get over the intense feeling of depression wliich was 
ovei-powei‘ing them ; goes to Holland, being invited there. ; 
toms lectuj’ing thi'ough the Hague, Leyden, Utreclit ; 
is warmly received evej’ywhei'e ; writes to ,1. B. i\")nd ot 
his intention to visit America and receives a cabled rei)ly 
that he unable to oig'anize any lecture for the J'oet as 
popular feeling in America is just then n(.>t favoui- 
able to him ; visit Brussels (whei’e lie is j-eceived b.v 
the Belgian King) and Antwei-p, and returns to 
Paris ; is extremely annoyed at the inexplicable fail m e 
of his letters fi'om England and India j’eaching him in 
time ; returns to London ; resolves to go to America, “for 
they must listen to the apiieal of the East’^ and sails 
with Pearson, arriving in New York on October 28, P.)2(t 

GANDHIJI AND NON-CO-OPERATION— In India 
Gandhiji comes to Santiniketan, accompanied by Shaukal 
Ali, in SeptemlieT-, 1020, on his way back from the Special 
Congress meeting in Calcutta ; the Santiniketan School 
decides not to send up lioys for the Matriculation exami- 
nation of Calcutta Colleges who have non-co-operated,* 
come out and start “village work” at Surul. 

Asked about his opinion on Gandhiji’s non-co-opera- 
tion by Press repoi'ters in New York, declares thai 
lie believes in the power of the spirit and never i’i 
brute force ; lectures at the Brooklyn Academy <o; 
Music on “The meeting of East and West” (Nov, 10 1 
on “The Mystic Poets of Bengal” at the Brenner 
(Philadel ; hia) Women’s College (Nov. 12) ; watches a 
game of football at Princeton (Nov. 13), and returning 
to New York attends the fifteenth anniversary of the 
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National Art Clul) ; lectures at New York (Nov. 20) 
rai “The Poet’s Religion’’ ; is, however, frustrated in 
!iis attempts to raise funds for Visva-Bharati, encounter- 
in.e’ at every step, subtle but no less vi^'orous hostility 
I iiy;ineered by powerful inlluences on the allej 4 ,-ed grounds 
of his being anti-British and pro-German ; at a meeting 
o.fganised by the Poetry Society of New York he cannot 
check his feelings of disappointment ; goes to Chicago 
(Pel). 1) and stays there for some time as the guest of 
Mrs. Mody with an inteiwal foj- a short l(*cture tour in 
i'cxas, sails for Pui-ope (March P), 1921). 

Speaks on “The Meeting of Past and West’’ ij) London 
(A]]ril 8) ; hies to Ihiris after thi'ce weeks and is again 
t(ie guest of M. Kahn; meets Roniain Rolland on April 
17; lectures at Musee Guimet at a meeting; arranged by 
the Socite des amis d’Oriente ; also addresses the Comite 
National d’etudes Sociales et PoliticiueS (foumled by 
AL Khan) on “The Public Sihrit of India” (April 25) ; 
receives as a gift for Visva-Bharati a sidendid library 
1 1 ’oni Sridhai' Rana, a rich Indian pearPmerchant in Ihiris. 

On April 27, comes to Strasbourg and I'eads “Tlie 
.Message of the fh)rest” at the University ; next at Geneva, 
oil Ai‘)ril 20, speaks on “Pducation” at the Rousseau 
Institute ; his hist birthday is celeln-ated all over 
Cei’niany ; vusits Luceinie and Basie ; lectures at the 
/.uric University (May 11 ) ; stays with (.'Ount Keyserl- 
ing at Darnistaet ; lectures at Hamburg Univei'sity (May 
:‘0), at (/o])enliagen l.lnivei’sity (May 22). 

Visits SweeUm \^’ller(‘ he is leceived with great 
hononi's ; s])eaks at the ancient University of Upsala and 
then at the Cathedral, the /Xrchibisho]) of Ulisala himsidf 
lending; a big ]' loen'ssioii with toj’ches to conduct- the Poet 
to the meeting ; sjieaks at a great banqiad given in his 
lioiioLiJ’ by the Swedish Academy. Stockholm ; is receivtal 
h>' tlie King of Sweden ; comes liack to Berlin where he 
-lays with Hugo Stiunes and delivers two lectures at the 
I iiiversity “scenes of fi-enzied beroworship" marking the 
nieiding; ; is feted by Walter Rathenan ; speaks at Munich 
1 ni\n>rsity where he meets Thomas Mann; then at the 
r Iiiversity of Frankfurt on “The Village Mystics of 
bengal” ; stays with Grand Duke of Hesse at Darmstadt, 
' lieri' he gi\'es daily talks at the‘ School of Wisdom 1).\ 

( ')unt Keyserling ; addresses a great gathering oi 
'aoinan labourers and attends an otieii-air festival in his 
l'"noui- ; visits Vienna, Prague, speaking at both tlie 
•dies to large and enthusiastic audiences; leaves Pans 
' ti July ; catches the India-bound /1/erce at Marseilles and 
: i rives in Bond.iay on July lb, 1921. 

‘ “THP (/v\LL OF TRUTH” — From Bombay comes 
‘raight to Santiniketan in the midst of the Non-nvopera- 
' 'll movement at its height ; great [iressuie is put upoii 
l:m from all sides to join it; against the whole force ol 
i e current popular sentiment, he expresses his own 
ews in a pa{;er entitled N/VrsZ/ar Milan (‘The Meeting of 
' iltures) reads at a meeting organised by Jatiya N/Ass/za 
i ■niahad (Council of National Education) at the Calcutta 
! iiiversity Institute Hall, on August 15, with Sir Asutosh 
- -laudhuri in the chair; repeats the lecture at Alfred 


Iheatre on August 18 with Acharya Prafulla Chandra Ray 
as Chairman ; Surat Chandra (/hatter jee, the novelist, in 
a paper entitled Siknhar Birodh (The Conflict of Cultures) 
essays at a reply ; the Poet follows with another papei' — 
Salyer Ahliwan (‘The. Call of ’rrutlr) reads at the 
(’alcutta Uni^'el'sity Institute on August 29 in which he 
definitely rejects ‘Non-co-opej'atioif as enunciated by 
Gandhiji ; the Mahatma replies in Yoany Jiidia, with his 
article ‘d’he Great Sentinel’. I>ar.^iia-)}ia)if/al (/The Rain 
f’estival’), a ne\v and unicpie tyjDe of musical soiree pro- 
duced at the Jorasanko house on the 2nd and 2rd Sep- 
tember — the Jk;»et reciting some of his famous rain-poems, 
Maharaja Jagadindranath lioy of Natoi-e accompanying 
on the mridang ; on the 4th the Bangiya Sahitya Pari- 
shad presents an addi'ess of welcome ; meets Gandhiji, at 
the Jorasanko house the bth Septemlier (1921), the 
meeting taking place behind closed doors and none 
exce|)t Andrews being luesent ; Pearson leturns to 
Santiniketan after five years ; L. K. Elmhii st comes 
with an annual gift of ; 50,()()() from Mrs. Straight 

(later Mrs. Elmhiist) for rural recoristruction work 
at Surul ; on Novemlier 10 comes Prof. Sylvain Levi, the 
first Visiting Professor of Visva Bharati, who oi'ganizes 
advanced research in Tilietan and (/hinese studies. 

\'l S\’ A- BH .A K.AT) IN A l.IG l.l K/vl'ED — Dr Decern I )ei‘ 22, 
1921 Visva-Bharati is foianally inaugurag.M al a m(‘'.‘ting 
jnesided over by Dr. Brajendranath Seal (/A//f.s* 8. 1228 
H.E. at which the c(>nstitution of Visva-Blrn-.'-l i is ado])ted 
wiHi Rathindranath ’fagori* and Piusanta Mahalanoliis as 
J(Jnt Secretaries ( J ugma-Sachi va ) ; makes o\’er t-) the 
\'is\-a-Bha rati by trust-deed the land, luiildings, library 
and his either pro|)eidies at Santiniketan, the entire 
amount of Hie Nobel Prize money and the copyright of his 
Bengali books. 

AVrites a drama, MitlSadhara (The Waterfall), and 
reads it to his fi'iends at his (/alcutta residence on the 
I bth Januai'V, 1922 ; on I'A^bruary b, is founded Sriulketa/n. 
(Department of Rural Reconstruction of Visva-Bluu'ati ) ; 
prepaj’cs to pi-oduce Maktadhara but gives up the idea 
on recei])t of Ha* news of the ai’rest of and sentence to six- 
yeai's’ jigorous imprisonment of Gandhiji (March 10) ; 
his b2nd birth-anniversary (putely ol'served at Santini- 
ketan ; I'lesides on July 8 over the Shelley (Tmtenary meet- 
ing in (TilcuHa ; attends the memorial meeting in honour 
of the Poet Salyendi-anath Dntta where he i’eads a most 
?-emarkal)le elegy ; Vin ra-Ilha raf i Sa ih ni ila v i is started 
in Calcutta July 1922, addresses the students of the 
Pi’csidency Colh^ge on his ideals of Visva-Bharati ; in 
.August, 1922, at tin* International Congress of Peace and 
Freedom held at Lugano, attended by Remain Rolland, 
Paul Heyse, Georges Duhamel, Prof. Forel, Bertrand 
Russell and John Haynes Holmes, a “Tagoj-e Evening” is 
organised by Dr. Kalidas Nag in wliich these leaders of 
European thought and others take part ; Sarodotaah is 
produced in Calcutta, first at Alfred Theatre and then at 
Madan Theatre (Sept lb and 17) — the Poet with members 
of the Santiniketan staff appearing on the stage ; on 
September 19. the Poet goes to Bombay and then to 
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ro()na (wiiti J'lol. ia‘\ij wiiLix^ }ic loads a pajaT on 
“Inaian ICcniaissaiici:’' (Un.aiiiii;^’ Ids vious (_>ii liio ideals 
VNiiicii iiinian uiii\er..iln“.; s.liouKi sli'j.e U) al.Laiii. 

I* i(nn i’(*'nia lie pue.s lo Alysore, 1 iaiipyiiin e, Madras, 

0 ( )iin hate j c, < eiojudo, '1 i i va , id nun, ( oidnn, speakiii]^' on 

“ I’de \ isi'di «)i [ndian llisl.ury" "iln* Sj)iri1. of M(.Klein 
J mie ; dAs iaast.ern l iii'.er.’jly”, “ 1 lie i'diesL Ldiiver- 
:.ily ol Jiidia" and “dlic <in>\vlh ./!' .;\ly l>iie's Wdn'l'd’ 
(.Sept. Llo t<. (let. I'.Slllj ; comes to Jloniday on tdie 

aJ'id Octodej ; to . V liiiiedadad and to the Sahai'inati 

.'Ssiani and thon letnriis to Sanl.inij'.et.a .i aider an alisence 
of ahoul. l-iii(-e ni'.nth ; ; l.ord l.yttoii, (lovmnor ol Ilene;al, 
\is!i:-. Santinjr.etan ; wsitos tiie jiomns of Snui J ! /lola iiat ii ; 
Ins second Intlioid, .Sal yxsid lanat ii jtasse;-. away on t»t.li 
.la.inary, IDLld ; tln^ ided \isils .Sindli (I'varachi and 
1 1 ydei ahad ) , I'cdi., March. \ li a r(( 1 1 <Jii(irl(ih/ 

starlnal nndei' his edirorsliip in Ajiril, ; l)r. 'i'ai'a- 

pij-ewalla of ('alcutta I'niMnsity lays the J'onndation 
■ 'l‘)ne ol “ hatanlvUthi” (the* t!>’ii('sl -house fen' J<)reiti,'n 
\'isit.ors fo Sant.iniladaii ), foi- whndi Sir ivalan d’ata had 
donated Ks. 'Jo, Odd spenids the sniniiK'r at Shillong' and 
wi'ilfs liana* a diania, llie lidK'inKtt rabi (later Iranslaleel 
into Miipdish a.s “Jved (IJeaiideis") d(‘li\'t*rs a leednre on 
Ihinluinehandra (dial lei ji-e at a ineetiny of llhowani- 
jiorc* I,it('rary Society (dune llH ) ; discusses, in an in- 
(eiA'iew cm renl political t-ipics with sj ccial refei't'iice 
t.(t llindii-I\l ii^dini iclal ioiis, expressine: hiinsi'If in 

foNcnir of flic idea id' llimhis oi'jj.anisiny: theinsehes hut 
l.•lyiuL’■ eiiiithasds on (he economic asp<‘(d ed’ the conflict and 
Mp-eA'st iiif' that leal iinit>' can emiy Ik* aehi(‘ved on a fusion 
<d economic interests of idie two e(>ninujnit i(*s ; jmh 
lishes his eonside'red \'ie\\'s <m tla* sana* .'■■a.ihject in a eon 
frihntion to the duly S(*pl.(*nilK*i' Issue* ol' tla* V/s/'u- 
IHh/niii rt(rl !f (“the.* Way to Unity'’) ; for thi'ce* 

days at the* I'hiipire Theafia*, ('alcutta, the drama U/.se/y ye/ a 
( ‘Saerilice.*' ) is jneulueed (Aiiitust ‘da. d7, ‘dS, ll>dd) ; 
the Old Jdu't himself appearine; with aslonishin^’ siice'css 
a:-, yeiiup; dayasinpdia I'estuiiis to Sant i uik«*tan ; i'ese'i\'e‘S 
a eadile from Italy ;u i iieii iici uit the death, in a train 
;a‘cidenl. (d‘ Uearsoii ( 1 Pd 1 ) ; writt's a eliaina linthit jai .a, 
asia-s an appi'al for funds dor tla* t*stal»lisl!nient ed' 
a ho;;pit;iI ;it ,Sa n I mi last a ii in memory of Jd*arson ; 

tours the .Stalc*s in Wd-stirii Imdia I'olh.'cl inp; fund^; .foi' 
\ Idiarati ; on the iiuilatioii e>f ('alcutta tniiversily 
deinmr;; a S(*ra'S <'f lecture*s on 1 at cj'al ure, speakinp; 

• / ///port ; ]n'i'sid('s o\ i*r the annual eonre*renee of the 

A n1 i 1\1 ala rial StH*iolit*s of lAmyal lielel at Allied dda'ati'c 
in Urtlciitta (Ueh. ItUM). 

IM.AIXSSUUAKINU IN dAI'AN 

U('a\t'-, for < liiiia fi'om ( alcutta on Alarch, dl, Iddd, 
arconpiniiicd h\ 1 IW Kdiihiist, K shit i nieihan Sen, Nanda 

1 -’.i Ik sc mid l\alid;;s Nae; at llie invitiition of Lianp’ 

*'h! ( h;/o, 1 ’r(*.*-ident of the U n i \ersil ies Lecuia* Asso- 

rhitnm o! ( hina ; rerei\es p’l'eal ovatie>ns re ree/r 
;d iPmnamn, Id'iianp, Kiiala Lam))nr an<i Sinyapiarc ; 
ano aiL*: at S!:;int';hai on April l‘d. Die I’oel explains that 
the old relation l)etwc*en Indi:' and Uhina \vas ‘M'or dis- 
interested” human love anei nothing- else ; anel, on April 


17, speaking to a dMj:anese audience, depirecate the Ins 
]»eriaiist greed wiiicli had got hold ol' da])an and wisiic 
Lliat A^'ah should be dree Iroin the curse od Western male 
rialism and nationaiisin ; sjjeaks in tdie same .strain ais". 
\(:r;, strong'ly, at another nieeding oi'ganized by tin 
Anglo-Aim-rican Society ; is attacked by English an i 
American jiajiers doi- liiese si/eeches ; (d'hiiiese student, 
arr* dissatisdied With his coinincnts against Westen 
ideals winch iiad |)oweiJul cajuuied then' imagination; 
reaches l*elving on yVprii dd ; the National Universitx 
at iddniig accords iiim a great receiAion on Ajiril do , 
Dr. lin Ilsi, ieadei' of the (diinese youth (now Uhmesr 
vimhassadoi’ at Washington), meets tlie {met and is con 
\ertt*d into a g.reat admirer od his, whu:h reads on student, - 
m enthusiasm feU' his eultuivil mission ; af[.,er gi\'ing 
a lew more h.'ctiires in (Jhina goes to dapari iMay dP, 
U.idl) ; lectuies. there ediieliy i.m ”1 nternationai Keki- 
lions”, iii eeiirse oj' which he tells the daj.ianese of 
his ‘‘dee|) im.e and rosjiect” for them as a peojile hut 
dejdores tliat “\v'nen as a nation you have dealing, •- 
with ol,h(*r nat.ion.--; you alsc.i can he deceptive, cruel and 
eHien-nt in handling iho.se metliods in whieh tdie V\A*steni 
nati'. n.-i sIkav sneli mastei'v”; meets Jvash t.iehary Hose, the 
exiled Indian re\'olut.ii)oa)'y, who shows great, reverence 
for Iho 1‘or‘l and insists on atti'iiding to his ]K*i'Sonal com 
forts ; ri-tuj'iis t,o India on July, dJ, ihd4. 

d'he J'o(*l, is drawn into the voytex of an agitation 
o\ or a sjioeeh of Lord Lyton made at Dacca |i raising 
tin* {)o!ic(* ami cast-ing a slui' on the xv(.)men of Bengal; 
accedes, under ]"U't*ssure from mutual friends, to the 
r(*iiuest to mei't liord L>t.toii and helj) him to ex{)laiii 
hims(*!f, - ]*'a7.iul llmi being very active to bring aliout 
the meeting; lett(*i‘s of Lord l.ytton and dkigorc 
simullaneous'y {luhlishod in Indian jiapers on August d.d 
fail to toi'iniiiato tho agitation ; returning to Santiniketaji 
writes a letu'r to leu'd T.ytloii telling him that “a coii- 
siderahle num!>er of my countrymen an* ready to cdialleiigc 
yoiii' (ioxA'rnment to {irodiice trust wortliy evidence in 
siijtpert of your steJemciit” ; takes pai’t in a tahleaiix 
|U‘i forinanco oi‘ A rniiratan at .Alfred I'heatre. (C'alcutta). 

TO SOllTH AAlERirA— Sails for South Amoiica, 
accompanied by ElmhinA., on Septomliei' IP, L)d4, accetit- 
ing tlm invitation I'rom Teni to attend tin* Centenai’>' 
( 'ek'hrat ion of her IndcjK'ndonce ; falls ill during the 
voyage ; ai'rivcd at Buenos Ayres, is warmly received 
liy Argentinians ; due to ill health is [irevented from 
goine; to Fein ; rests at a beautiful garden house at 
.‘^'■an Isadoi'i* as the g.’uest of Madame Victoria ocani{)o 
writing the jmems of /bf/'u/o’, wliieh lie dedicates to 
her (WijayaD ; takes leave of tho President of the Argen- 
tine Republic on Docemliei' 40. lOdl. 

B)d5- 10.30 On January A, 1025, boards an 

A(IE (>j-0t( Italian boat for Europe ; arrives at 

Oenoa (Jan. 21) ; at Milan at a 
great meeting, pi'csided over by the Duhe of Milan, gives 
a long discourse on Alusic, receiving a remarkable ovation; 
sits for a portrait of him by the famous Italian Painter 
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Kicti:; procc^eds to Venico on the 29th and is tukeii 
,.,,^,1 : tile histoiie city with pi'eat honours ; returns to 
Indi: on the 17th February, 1925 ; his elder- trrother, 
,iv„l : mdranath Ta^-oi’e passes away at Itanehi on the 
4 th I!i25 ; his bBth bii-tirday is eelebi-ated at Santi- 

iiilelan ; is visited by (iandhiji at Santiniketan (27th 
May : ; meets Bishop Fisher of Amet'iea who comes to see 
him and (iandhiji ; on the sudden death of C. li. Das 
(Jam' IC), 1925), the Poet, in a fourdiiie ele^-y, pays to 
the iiiemory of the ^^:reat leader a most remarkable and 
((.lu-iiiiiK tribute ; writes to explain his own attitude 
towaids the cult of the CliLirku (the spinniim’-yvheel) 
preached by (landhiji ; at fhe re(piest of his fi'iend, 
fount Keyserling, wiltes a fiaper on the subject of 
marriage which is published in the latter’s famous “Book 
of I\Ja]'riag’e'' ; attends the permormance of Cli iralcuvKt r 
Suhlid (The Bachelors’ Club) on the boards of the Star 
Tliealre in Calcutta, — the Poet having re-shaped it for 
the stage ; recasts for similar performances other plays. 

Sodh-bodh (All Squares) out of the story Karinaphai 
I (Nemesis) published by H. Bose of Kuntalin in 1904 ; also 
Iproduces the play RakHha (All’s well that ends well) 

from the story which he shapes out of the drama Goraya- 
(jiiloil (Wrong at the Start) and Grilia-Prabesh from the 
story Shrsher Rafri (The Final Night) ; Sii‘ P. C. 
Ray in a public speech criticises the Poet and Sri 
llrajcMdraiiath Seal for their staying out of the CJiarka 
fanipaign of Candhiji ; the Poet ]'e])lies in an article 
in Siibuj-i>(iir(t on Sivoraj Sn-clhdti (Woj’king for 
fwaiaj), definitely rejecting the Charka as a means 
pilaiiiifig in the same essay, records his views on 

tiu' political tension, particularly with leference to Hindu- 
Miisliin relation ; writes to Romain Rolland a letter of 
Flicitations on the occasion of his 00th birthday in the 
cnursc of which he reiterates his views against the mecha- 
tiisalion of humanity by Western nations by their “fetish 
worslii]) of materialistic nationalism” ; Prof. C’arlo For- 
inirlii followed by Prof. G. Tucci arrives from Italy 
<N(t\\ y’l , 1P25) with Mussolini’s warmest tributes to the 
P'H't and a gift of books for Vii va-Rharati which they 
R’^'i a:, })rofessors ; Lord Lytton visits Santiniketan 
:M ) ; on the 19th December, the Poer presides over 
Ok' first session of the Indian Philosophical ("Congress 
in ('al utta ; receives at Santiniketan, on January 12, 

P. S. Marvin, the celebrated American author, 

IS a representative of the league of Nations ; 
attend the session of the All-India Music Conference at 
w, where he receives the news of the death of his 
^liPst I troth r, Dwijendranath, at Santiniketan (Jan. 18, 


FAST BENGAL — Goes to Dacca on 7th February 
Mvitation of the University ; receives addresses 
Dacca Municipality the Peoples Association and 
'dies ; speaks at several meetings and functions ; 
Mymensingh ; at Comilla presides over the anni- 
celebrations of the Abhuya Am-am of Dr. 
landra Banerjee ; attends the Namasudra (De- 
C'lass) Conference ; in warmly received at Agar- 


tala by Maharaj Kumar Brajendrakishore of Tipperah ; 
oii^^hiR retiii-n to Santiiiiketuii, his (;5th Birthday (May 7, 
].*..()) is felolo'utcd hy a patheriiifj ropicscntative of 
many nations ; the Maliaraja of J’oibundar sends ti 
grenei'ous contribution for Kutubhovau (House of Arts) 
of Santiniketan ; A’of/r I'uju (The Dancing- Girl's Wor- 
ship) is staged for the first time at Santiniketan. 

JTAIA'^ AND MUSSOLINI— Leaves Calcutta on 
May 1.^, J on bis cightli Foreign Tour accompanied 
by Rathindranath and Pj-atima Devi ; j-eaches Naples on 
May 50 and proceeds to Ivonie I)y a special train 
ai range(l undei- express oiders of Mussolini ; declares 
himself “glad of this opiiortnnily to see foi' myself the 
vvoik of one who is assuredly a great mau and a move- 
ment that will he ceitaiiily remembei-ed in liisfory” ; 
meets Mussolini on May Ml, when the Poet is received 
l)y the Duce with the remark ; “1 am an Italian ad- 

mirer of yours, who has read evei'y one of your books 
translated into the Italian language” ; on June 7. the 
Governor of Rome holds a great public reception in his 
honour in the historic (kqhtal and conveys to the Poet 
“the greetings of the Eternal City” ; the British Am- 
bassador holds another reception ; the next day the 
Poet delivers a speech on “The Meaning of Art” ; 
attends on the 19th afternoon the annual choral concert 
of the school chihh‘en of Itome in the ancient Coliseym ; 
is accorded a reception at Rome Univei'sity ; j'eceived by 
tlie King of Italy on June II ; attends a j.ierformance of 
(. Ini ra in Italian after a second meeting with Mussolini 
on June 12, meets the great Italian philosopher Benedotte 
Croce, who, exiled from Rome to Naples, is specially 
summoned hy Mussolini to meet him ; is received by 
the Leonardo da Vinci Society of Florence on the IGth ; 
the next day at the University speaks on “My School” ; 
at Turin, on June 20, reads an addiess on “City and 
Village” (pul>lished \i\ the 5th Anniversary Number of 
77/0 CalrnUa JSliuGcijKil Gazvtlv as : “Wedded Partners”); 
after the reading Signora Lipovetzka, a noted Italian 
songstress, gives three songs of Tagore ; from Turin the 
Poet comes to Switzerland where he is met by numerous 
victims of Fascist oppression ; is shown “coloured 
reports” of his statements in the Italian Press in praise 
of the Duce, — his utterances and opinions, toiai from their 
context, pi’esented in a different light altogetlier, arrives 
at Villeneuve, where he stays at Hotel Eyroiie in the very 
room in which Victor Hugo had lived f(u’ a long time over- 
looking the lake, with the Castle of Chillon in the 
background ; here he is warmly received by Romain 
Rolland and meets Georges Diihamel, J. G. Frazer Prof. 
Forel, Prof. Bovet and others ; at Zurich (July G) he meets 
the wdfe of Prof. Salvador], a distinguished Italian exile,d 
hy Mussolini, who gives him a first-hand account of 
Fascist atrocities wutnessed by herself ; wu'ites a letter 
to the MavehesU r Gnardian in which the Poet expresses 
himself strongly against Fascism of which Mussolini 
was the High Pirest ; Prof. Formichi from Italy 
writes a letter of protest to the Guardiav, saying that as 
the constant companion and interpreter of Tagore in Italy 
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lie ( Kuj iriichi ) denicHl that Ta^'-orc lia(J (*v(n‘ critii’ised 
Mussolini’ tlic Pont rnplins tliat “for sotnctinic 1 felt al- 
nn»st (dat.ed with tlx^ idea that an o}>jeet Itssson was 
Ixnnjj; oftcicd hy Il;dy to show that ample room could 
he made fos human jxusonality in the heai't of a political 

juachine after a day’s stay at Lausanne, 

ari'is'C-s in Vienna (ni July 10 ; hei'<* la- m<>ets I,)r. An^’elica 
Ilalhanoft the well Imown Socialist leadei’, who luan^'s 
with him Siy. Modigliani, t lie pj-osecutinp. counsel at the 
trial of till* murdercus (d‘ Ma1,t(M)ti, the* anti Fascist Italian 
nnunher of tin' (‘hanihor of Itejaitios. 


A “( ’( tNCMMsIvINf i llltlv()”-in the hepinninp’ of 
sXup'Ust, accompanied hy Ih-of. and Mis. Mahalanohis, wlio 
had joined him in Italy, tht- Poet comes to I'lnpland ; 
sits to Itpstein for a luist. of his ; nu'ets Lrailsrord, 
PotJi('nst.ei n, Pohert Pridpes (tlu* Poid -Lau real e ) and 
a few oth(*r intellectuals; leax’es (with Lord Sinha and 
Ihof. and Mrs. Mahalanohis) on the tllst Aupiist, 1020, 
for Norway ; is I'eceixed hy the Kinp' of Norway at Oslo ; 
meets at Stockholm Nansmi, Sven fledin, Ljornsen, 
Johan Pojei- ; p'oes to ( 'openhep-en, where lie meid.s tJie plii- 
losophei' lloirdiiip and the famous literary critic (ieoi'g'e* 
Pramh's ; proceisls to Omniany and arrivt's at Ilamhurp 
(Sept. lO) ; next da\' comes to Perl in and sjieaks 
(Sept. IM) at tlie Philharmonic Hall on “Indian IMiilo- 
Sophies” ; is receixu'd hy Presidiuit \’on 11 i ndenhui'p on 
the Mth ; is (ud ert a i msl hy Kurt Wolfe, his ])uhlisiier ; 
writtss from Pa'ilin to the M n iivlust c f O'/n/rd/ni/ that al- 
thoLipli he had admiration 1‘or I Ik* personality of Musso- 
lini, he {‘oidd never lend his siijiiioif. to Fascism ; is 
atJacktd and ahused hy /*e/i/o d'lfalld visit. s Dresden 
and (k)lopne on a Itsduic toui',* conu's liack to Perlin and 
leavers for ( '/.echo-Sho ak ia ; at Pi’apue (h*li\'er.s lect urtrs 
on “Aid Foi'ins" “( 'i\’ilisat,ion ami Progress” (Octoher 
10-15) ; lli(‘s to X'ienna in an aei-oplane jilaced at his dis- 
])osal hy t lu’ (’ya’edi (io\crnment and receives a great 
o\ation ; composirs the first poem of Hie (Otmui n'l (Voice 
of tlu‘ J‘\>rest I series ; Usdures at Ludajiest on tli(‘ 
2tUh ; here he plants a t I'ee* near the stat ue of t he 
famous Hungarian ])Oi'l Sandor Kisfaludy and })laces 
a wi-eath at the memorial of tlu* elist inguished Hungarian 
no\elist Maurice Jokai ; slays at Palaton Feiii'd and ins- 
crihes the' ])oems foi‘ hchlKtii ; le'ctine's at the University 
of Belgi-ade- ; is re‘cei\'ed l>y King Beiris at Sotia 
(Pulgai’ia) ; hy King f'ci'dinanel at Pukharest (Rumania); 
arrive's at Athens on No\'einhei- 25, where* the Greek 
King makes him a “Uommanelei’ e)f the Orelei- of the Re- 
de'emer” ; from Gre-e'e'e* goe's \‘ia Turke'y to Egypt. I’each- 
ing .Alexandi’ia on NoNemhei 27 anci Gairo ein December 
1 ; a nu*cting of tlie Egyptian Pai‘li?»incnt is adjourned in 
his honour and the Ministe'rs mee‘t him at a party where 
he is entertained to Arabic music ; King Fuad i-eceives 
liim and ])re'sents him with a e*ollee‘tiori of Arjdiian he>oks 
foi the* \'isva-Pharat i ; sails from Alexandi ia for India 
conclueling his “great tour of coneiuesl not as a tyrant 
hut as a teacher - tlie bearer of a new message of syn- 
thesis and harmony, culture and enlightenment.’* 


“NATIR PUJA” AND “NATA RAJ”-^Comes hack i, 
India, and loceives on ariival in Calcutta at H<ovrar 
Station, a great ovation, J. M. Sen-Gupta the Ma'oroj 
Calcutta receiving him a tthe head of a large body ni 
citizens ; goes to Santiniketan on December 1‘), iiie,;, 
the murder of Swami Sradhananda at Delhi, in iIk 
C hristmas week, on the eve of the Indian Naiion;, 
( ongj’ess at Gauhati, greatly shocks the Poet, wh,, 
sjieaking to a gathering at SantJniketan, avers Hint i; 
is the ^'er> hel])lessn(*ss of the weakling that 1cni))i, 
the si, long; to dca'ds of sin and crime and appeals fi,, 
mutual un<k‘rs1 anding and goodwill ; on Jan. 24, LC7 ji 
( alcLitta, is stag’ed AuLr /hi/n. The Po(*t appearing n 
the i-oh* of the Puddhist- monk ; issues on Fehiuar'. 
2, a remaikahle statement inotesting against “the pn. 
miti\'e lorm of desjioli ms”, whicli detained young ineii 
without ti'ial under Rengal Ordinances ; does not aiiinovi' 
ol tile agitation against, the Governments proscrikini;' 
some Bengali liooks, j'eminding the writers that there wa,'- 
notiling many in voicing lachrymose protest on tlie cem- 
lortahle assumpt.ion that tlu* Government when attackul 
would not j'etaliat(' ; dexotes himself to creatiiip 
songs expj-essihh* in tJie form of dances and on March IS, 
1527, produce at, Santiniketan. his A’n/nrn/7/, a new iypi' 
of dance drama ; contributes a poem, Vichiira, to tin 
tii’st numh(‘r ol a new Ih'iigalee pieriodical of the .sami' 
name. sponsored hy Upeiidranath (Janguli (Editoii, 
*Iatinath Gliosh, Kanti Gliosh, Satis Ghatak and Amai 
Home ; tlu* X’icliitra also publishes Nafarajit illustr.-itoi 
1)^’ Nanda Lai Pose* ; fills t,he Jiew magazine with vai’ieiir 
contiJliution from month to month ; [iresides ovei' tii*' 
Hindi JJterarx' Conference on the invitation of t,he Malia- 
raja ol Phai’atpioii' ; x'isits Jaipur, Agra and Ahmedalia'I 
and is feted hy the Guji'at laterary Society ; r(d,ui‘iis t' 
Santiniki'tan on April 11 ; lays the foundation stoiK* n! 
prayer hall of t he J‘rahartak Sangha at ( Jiandeiaiagorc arm 
leceives a i)urse from the Mayor of Chandernagoie ; r:i>f: 
1.0 Shillong and commences wilting for the X'icliitra a 
novel undcj’ the title T i ii-pta-K^h (Three Gem'rations t 

which lit* lat(*r re-names ^ epe yha/ (‘( ’ontacts”) . 

IN “GREATFiR INT)1A” — On July 12, PJ27, leave- 
ior a tour in Malaya, Java, Pali ;ind Siam (now Thaihuiih 
acconpianied hy Sunitikumar Chatterjee Surendra 
Kar and others (his ninth Foreign Tour, financed prir- 
tially hy J. K. Birla. who donated Rs. 10, ()()()) ; an ivtm 
at Singapore on the 2()th July and lectures on “’Hir 
Unity (*f M;in”, Sir Hugh (Jifford, the Govenior, O'*'- 
siding, aftei’ many social functions leaves for Maka’cn 
on the 27th ; following an untiring round of lecturW at 
various stations, arrives at FT'iiang from where he 'I'c- 
ceeds to Sumatra ; arrives in Batavia on August 22 aiei 
reads at a bamiuet in his honour a poem, ‘‘The IrCiaO 
Pilgrim to Java”, an English rendering of his Penult'' 
poem r/./u//n Lakxhini, which he had composed on 
21st ; on the 2Mrd leaves for Bali ; writes on board tir 
steamer an essay, SaJiltyc Nuuafiva (Novelty in 1 'K' 
rature), which reflects his reaction against report 
a controversy then current in Bengal over his 1 : A-S 
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triiiry essay, “Sahitya-Dharma’^ whieli lie had con- 
,.,1, is ('d to the Vichifya just heforo his dei)ai-ture, criticis 
1 ^ liu- ultra-modern tendencies in Ben^’ali tictioji ; ni'rives 
, );;di on Anyarst 24 ; describes the natural beauty of 
iband in a poem, Sayarika (pul)bs]ied later in 
) : toui-s tliroupdi t.be island with I'oyal lionoiu’s : 
|,;i rticiilarly impi'essed with P.alinese dance-dj-anias ; 
>,111 Ihili, on Septeml)e)' b, he j'eaehes Soiiial>aya (Java) ; 
I, tlw 12th comes to Soetakarta whei’e he 0 |:ens a )»ride:e 
!i{l a street which is named aftei’ him ; x isits the yreat 
rniilc of Borolnidor ; leaves foi- Siam \’ia Bandune; and 
ata\ la ; is warmly J’eceived lyv the Kine; and (jueen, also 
K Prince of (fhaiitabun, a yrcrit Pali sciiohua 

it(‘1urns home on Octoher 27 ; reacts his play, 
tiiti ra id., and produces it, under the name of and ]iro- 
iccs it, under the name of in (’alcutta on l)e- 

iiiltei' cS, lb27 ; McMillan & Po., publisli ‘'Fi refbu^s” and 
Afters to a h^riend’’ ; on January h, 1228, receives at 
uiiiniketan mendjeJ’s of the Indian vSeience Ponn'ress ; 
ra jeceives the g'reat singer Dame (21a ra Putt ; V7 
easily. Professoj' of Sanskrit at tin* (lerman Ilnivei-- 
(V a1 Pragaie ((’zecho-Slovakia ) , comes tn Visva- 
liarati as Visiting Professor in siicc(*ssion to I‘rof. 
jlliam Winternitz ; writes in /buhu.s'/ and the Modcni 
i in tv on the <*onllict between tlu^ stall' and students 
' Ike Pity College o\'er Sai'aswati Puja ccUduntion, 
teecating the demand of the latlei’ to janrorm the 
1 ) 1 . flip against the established traditions of the Pollee:e 
I brahmo institution) ; attends, as President, a meeting 
liis CalcLit.ta residence, ai'ranged to settle the acute 
n'erences between two sections of Ihmgali litera teams 
1 ilie ult ra-modern tendencies in lilei’ature ; his sixty- 
\f'Mth bii'thday is celebrated in Palcutta (Ma> 7, 1228) 
fh(‘ Tk)et l)eiiig weighed against his own books which 
rii‘ then given away to jtulilic li])raries, tlie cei'eniony 
IPwing the traditional Indian custom {t nia-da n) o1 
!im- being simihu’ly weighed against gold, which used 
!)'' given away to the deserving poor. 

TO SKI AIIKOBINDO On May 12. B>2S the Po(f 
iv.'s Palcutta for Fngland to delivei' the Hibbei't Bec- 
- at Oxford but falls ill at Madras and cancels 
r voyage ; spends a I’estful week at Adyar accepting 
1 . BesanPs invitation ; proceeds from Madi’as to 
Tnubo Iialting en route at Pondicberry to ])ay, on 
vy 22, a visit to Sri Aui'obimlo ; I’ocords his im])ression 
Pie visit in Modcru Rcnicir, \'isits (.'eylon and comes 
•knigalore on the way l)ack at the invitation of 
I Brajendi’anath Seal, then Vice-Chancellor of Mysore 
fr'ersity ; here he concludes his novel A’cs/n-r Kahtia 
1' ‘ Last Poem’) ; returns to Santiniketan at the 
T of June; in August, 1228, takes part in Calcutta 
' Ite Centenary of the Brahmo Samaj pj'eachi ng a 
'' ''»n from the pulpit of Sadharan Brahmo Samaj on 
b Message of Rammohun Roy’ ; sends a wi’itten s})ecch 
read at the Conference of All-India Tabraries Asso- 
rt' ui, held in Calcutta during Christmas; Lord Trwin 
Lord Halifax) the Viceroy of India, visits Santi- 
b 'an on December 17 ; writes and publishes the poems 


of Mahua ; the Poet ju-esides a1 Ihe Parliament of Reli- 
gions held in Calcutta on January 28, 1222. 

IN P AN .A DA — 1 n\'it(‘d by the National Council of 
Lducation of Panada to p.aif ici])ate at its Triennial Con- 
ference, leaves (kihaitta, on February 2(>, 1222, accom- 

panied t)y A. K. (Phanda and Sudhindia Dutta ; reaches 
J'okyo (March 2(1 ) where he stays for two days as the 
giu*st of the famous Jai)anese news]iapei’ Attain 
Shi nil), in : aia-ives at N'ancouvei- on Api’il (> and deli- 
vei's at th(“ (,'onfeience his famous lecture on “The Philo- 
sophy of L(‘isui‘e” : next da'^ s])eaks there on “The Pi'in- 
cifih's of 1 at(U‘;d u »•('“ ; visits tins Sikh shi'ine at V’ancouver 
on Apiil 12, and on April LJ delivei's his fmewell speech 
in Panada : invittal l»y the II niv(n‘siti(‘s of Hai’vard, 
Polumbia, Palifornia and Detioit lit' reaches Los Angles 
on A])ril 18, and, following the loss of his pass])ort, exi)e- 
riences at. the lumds of the Fmigration Otlicers the 
“si»ecial treatmeid“ accorded to “a icpiresentative of 
tli(‘ Asiatic peoples, an Oriental and a Poloured man”; as 
a i)rot(‘st, h<‘ caiu.ads his Armn'ican tour and embaiks for 
,Ia])an on .Api'il 2u ; hts Inrthday is cc4t‘b»‘ated on board 
the Japanese boat by the PaptaiTi and i)assenge?’s ; reaches 
A'okohama on May 10 ; lectui'es at Tokyo on “Oriental 
Pidture and Japan’s Mission” ; fondly ho])ing that 

“Japafi will reveal an as))ect. of ciN'ilisation which 

is gcnejally ignored in otluu' ]rirts of tJie world. .. .it 
shoidd be greatly rich in the wcsalth of human relation- 
shii) even in politi(‘s”, is enl (‘rtained ])y Maixpiis 
Ol.uma : leaves for India on Juru' 8 ; an route is re- 
ceixasl cordially in Indo-Phina by the Fiench Covern- 
ment and llie ju^ople ai'rives in Aladras on July 2, and 
Palcutta on July .b, 1222. 

In ,Se])t (mdici , 1222, tlu* 1*0(4 (hdivers two lectures.. 
Snhdi/cr Sii'(irnif and Saint i/rr Sichar under the auspices 
of the ^^RahindidRartchai/a Saldia (Tagore Society) of 
the Presidency College recasts his old drama Ra ja-O-Rarri 
as 77//aP/, which is stag.'ed at his Palcutta residence con- 
secutively on 2nth. 28tli, 22th Seidendau’ .and 1st October 

the nid Poet a])])earing in the role of the Vomii} 

King A'lkiam ; Prof. Takagaki, .a famous exponent 
of the art of J/rjiitna, comes to Santiniketan at 
Tag->re’s iru'itation. Hie Poet having felt that Bengalee 
Itoys and girls stood in pa’cat need of training in this aid. 
of s(4f-defence ; takes seriously to ]iainting to which he 
devotes mucli time ; .at thc^ invitation of the (Packwar, 
lectures at Bai-oda (January 2(k 12o()) on “Man the'; 
Artist” ; detained unavoidably in the way, fails to 

attend much to the chagrin of organisers and 

disappointment of the delegates, — the nineteenth 
session of the Bengali IJterary Ponference of which he 
was P)-esident elect), his elder sister, Swarnakumai'i Devi, 
taking the presidential chair at the last moment (Fel]. 2, 
1920) ; on February 10, at Sunil, ^Sir Stanley Jackson, 
the Governor of Bengal, opens a (conference of the 
workers of Co-operative Societies and announces a capital 
grant for Sriniketan of Rs. 5,000 only and a yearly 
grant of Rs. 1,000 for three years only, the insuffi- 
ciency of the grant adding to the adverse public criticism. 
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KMKItGENCK AS A PAlN'l'EK— On March 2, 1930, 
Rabindranath proceeds from (’alcutta on his Eleventh 
Foreipji Touj- accoinpariied l>y his son, dau^irhter-iii'law 
and W. Ariani (Private Secretaiy) ; reaching- Marseilles 
on the 2Gth, stays at ('ap Martin near Monte, (’arlo as the 
guest of M. Kahn ; meets h(‘re President Masaryh 
of O.echo-Slovalvia ; opens an exhi})ition of his own 
pictures in Paris at the Gaieiic Pigalle (arranged by his 
Aigentine friend Madamt' Victoria O’-ldarnpo) on May 
2, with ]2h exliihits ; his sixty-ninth birthday is cele- 
biat-ed in Ibiiis ; goes to London on May 11 and tlien to 
Birmingham wheie he I'eceives tlie news of the happen 
iiigs in India ((hindhiji’s salt Safyar/rnha, the Dandi 
Maich, his atrest and inteiiiment, the aimoury raid at 
Cliitt-agong Martial laiw at Sholapur, Viceregal Oidi- 
nances declaring tfje (’ongrcsss as an illegal body, the 
llindu-Muslim riots at Dacca) wliich impel him to declare 
in an intei-\d('w with the Mavchcstci- CiianlidH (May 
lb) against the ]e])jessive measures by the “Bureau- 
cratic irresponsible Government meting out cruel and 
arbiti'ary })unishment to entirely inoffensive pei-sons.... 
in the higli-sounding name of law and order’' and pleads 
for concej’ted action by the best minds of East and 
West as “the jiresent complications cannot be dissi- 
pated ])y lepression and a violent display of physical 
power” ; comes to Oxford on the 17th and on the 19th, 
at Manchester College, delivers his first Hibbert Lectui’e 
(later i)u)dished by Allen & Unwin as “Religion of Man”); 
returns to London to discuss Indian affairs witli Wedgwoovl 
Benin Secretai-y of State for India ; addi-essed an annual 
meetiipv of Quakeis, lieing the first speaker not belonging 
to that community invited to address such a meeting 
within 2,72 years jiast ; is heckled at the conclusion of Ids 
addi-ess for his irnnarks against P>ritish rule in India and 
re|)lies : “Realize yourselves in our place and recall the 
time' when youi' own brothers in America wanted to secure 
their fieeMlom with theii' blood” ; i-et.iiridng to Oxford 
delivers his concluding sjieech (Hil)bert Lectures) on 
the 2bth. the (dmpel of Manchester College, to one 

of tlie most crowded audiences ever seen there 

the Princii)al of the Uidveisity (k)llege, Sir Micliael 
Sadlei’, declaiiiig ; “We shall never forget in Oxford 
the gift you liave given us and tlie inspiration you have 
bi-ought to us” ; leturning to Birmingham, speaks tliere 
on the ‘Ideals of Education in East and West’ , attends 
an exhibition of his ))aintings on June 2 ; writes a letter 
to f.he Sju'ctator (June 7) on the political situation in 
India jiaying a remarkrtble triluite to Mahatma Gandhi 
on Ids “iKwv techiuiiue of revolution” ; visits Elmhirst’s 
school, Dartington Hall, at Totnes (Devonshire). 

Pi'oceeds to Germany, reaching Berlin on July 11, 
ti).“0 ; meets the Tnembers of the Reichstag on the 12th ; 
meets Einstein on the 14th ; aftei' the opening of an Ex- 
hibition of his ])aintings. at Gallery Moller, on July 
Kith, pi’oceeds to Dj-esden ; next to Munich, where a 
(‘ivic reception is accorded to him at the ancient Town 
Hall ; witnesses the famous “Passion Play” at Obre- 
ammergan, wliich impresses him deeply ; after a rapid 
tour through many cities, “travelling like royalty”, goes 


to Denmark ; an Exhibition of his paintings is opeiM d 
(Copenhagen on August 9 ; goes to Geneva and spendi' 
there a few- days ; hears there of communal riois ai 
Dacca and wuites to the Sj)cctat(n- (Aug. 20, 19.30) -om. 
plaining bitterly against the silence maintained by Erplisii 
newspapers over the affaL- and maintaining that “nr n oi 
vicious charHcter have been brought in at Dacca” and 
“unspeakable atrocities have occurred.” 

IN S(JV1ET RUSSIA —Leaves Geneva to visit Russia 
accoinjianied by Sounieiidra Tagore (his grand-neplu'wi 
and Amiya Ghakravei-ti (his Lite)-ary Secretary) ; Di 
Harry Timbers (ids Private Secretary) ; arriv('s al 
Moscow on September 11, 1930; received at the White 
Russian Baltic Station by the representatives of tlie 
Society for (idtural Relations wdth Foreign ('ouiitvies 
(VOKS) ; next day, at Voks Building, a reception is 
held. Prof. F. N. Petroff, tlie President of the Society, 
taking the chair ; on the evening of the same day a core 
eert is ari'aiiged in his honour jointly by the VOKS and 
the Moscow Association of w-riters at their (Jlub, wlu'ie 
he meets Prof. Kogan (Pesident of the Academy of A l ist, 
Prof, Pinkevitch (Director of the Second Moscow State 
University) Mme. Litvinov, Mme Ognyed, Essev and otlici 
Soviet artists and authoi’s ; visits the Pioneers’ C’omniiiiie 
(the organisation for giving vocational training 
or|)haiis) on the 14th ; the Peasants’ Home on the Kith; 
an Exhiliition of his paintings opened, on Septembei 17 
al the State Moscow Museum of New' Western Art, 
is welcomed by Soviet art critics as “a very gicat 
event in the history of art”; visits Moscow Art Theatre 
and witness the performances of ‘H*eter the Great”, Tol 
stay’s “Resurrection”, and “Biaderka” (an Indian lovi' 
legend) at the First State Opera House ; meets stiak iit,' 
and tells them of his owni school in India ; visits the 
Industiial Labourers Commune, (’entral Ethiiograplucal 
State Museum, the CJiildren’s Ci'cehc and Kindergarter oi 
the Moscow- Dynamo Works, the Museum of Handicrafb. 
the Museum of Revolution and several othei- institulicnir 
delivers his farewell speech at a high jeception orgariiscd 
in the ( ’entral House of Trade Unions on September 2k 
when the Soviet poet Shingalee recites the “Od<‘ b’ 
Rabindranath”, specially composed for the occasion, ii'd 
the author Galperian recites in Russian three of Tagaii 
])oems and the actor Simonov “Stages select scenes fioiii 
“Post-Oiriee” (Dak-Ghar), 

Leaves Hvssia on the 2r)th for Germany, and f'cni 
there sails for America on October 3, 1930 ; w'rites to Ih' 
Sitecfafor (November 19) from America a letter de]) o 
ing Gandhiji’s hesitation to participate at the Round 
Conference, which, in the Poet’s opinion, “could have 1 
used as a platform wherefrom to send his voice to all 
those over the w-orld who truly represent the fib H'*' 
history of man” ; on November 26, at the Biltmore 11 tad 
(New' York), attends a great public banquet organize* b' 
his honour by four hundred leading citizens ; is receo-od 
by President Hoover ; delivers a public address at CamarK' 
Hall (New' York) on December 1, and on Dec. 7, spoaks 
on “The First and Last Prophet of Persia” at a meetog 



( 178 ) 


Linder the auspices of the Bahais ; accepts the oiFer of 
fhith St. Denis, the celebrated dancer, of raising- funds 
ihi’ouRh a few dance-recitals by her of his poems but 
gives away the money thus received to be spent in giving- 
relief to the unemployment at New York ; exhibitions of 
liis paintings are opened at Boston and New York and 
received by many art-critics with enthusiasm ; meets 
Will Durant, whose book ‘The Case for India” had been 
pjohibited entry into Bengal ; retui-ns to England on 
Decembei- 22 ; declines to accept the invitation to act as 
.1 mediator in the Hound Table Conference wr-angle over 
ihe communal question ; is entei-tained by the Editor o1' 
the Spectator at a luncheon at Hyde Jbu-k Hotel (Januaj-y 
S, Ibdl), where he meets and have a long talk with 
Ceorge Bernard Shaw ; comes back home in Feltruary, 
[[Kll. 

19dDl‘)‘i6 Returning to India writes a 

Age 10-74 new dance-diama, Nabia, which is 

staged first at Santiniketan and them in Calcutta (Empire* 
Theatre) March 14), the Poet reciting |)oems which are 
iiiterpieted and visualised through dance and music ; his 
seventieth birthday is celebrated at Santiniketan and also 
;i1 many places all over India ; his Letters from Russia — 
IStn.^iar Clrithi — are collected and published on his sevem 
tieth birthday, revealing the “prTound spiritual and poetic 
insight and the deep social consciousness with which he 
had closely followed the most important page of human 
history”. 

“RAHlNDRA-dAYANTl”— On the Kith May, KKU. 
at the Calcutta University Institute Hall a large gather- 
ing representative of all sections of the community with 
Mahamahopadhyaya Hara Ib-asad Sastii (President. 
Itangiya Sahitya Parltihad ) in the chair, conveys to the 
Poet its warmest felicitations on his completing the 
Mwentieth yeai- of his life and decides to celelirate the 
occasion in a fitting mannei' in Clalcutta, — thus inaugura- 
ting RABINDRA-J AYANTl, A Tagore Se])tuagenary 
Celebrations Committee is appointed with the Poet’s life- 
long fi-iend the great scientist Jagadis C. Bose as 
President, Jatindranath Basu as Ceneral Secretary and 
Shyaina Piasad Mookej’jee and Amal liome as Joint 
Secretaries. On the 18th July, 1921 this (’ommittee 
nlopts a Scheme of Celebj'ation, prepaied by Amal Home, 
deciding to celebrate the event by a festival extending 
•ver an entire week during (Jhristmas (1921) devoted to 
the observance of a comprehensive programme bi'inging 
out and emplnasising the Poet’s life-work ; sends a poem 
'»r greetings to the youths of the Buxa (Concentration 
Camp, detained under Viceregal Ordinance, in reply to 
their birthday felicitations ; the poem is retui-ned liy the 
Censor to Amal Home, who had forwarded it on l^ehalf ot 
the Poet. 

THE HIJLI PROTEST— The Poet visits Bhopal at 
he invitation of the Nawab ; terrible floods, famine and 
pestilence devastate North Bengal to which is added acute 
ommunal trouble between Hindus and Muslims, on 


wliich he wiites in the Pjaba^i, warning his countrymen 
against such fatal tia.lricide htdjnng “the third ])arty” in 
keeping India under pei-petual jiolitical domination ; on 
the 24th, 2bth, 27lh and 2Sth Septeinl)er is pi'oduced in 
Calcutta a novel musical festival. Sir/ilirlha (The Child) 
in aid of the flood -si ricken in Noi'th Bengal ; on Scptem- 
bei- ,'>() the SanskrT ('ollege in Calcutta confers on tin* 
I oet, the title (>f I\ a h i-Sa )‘h(t hh a a jiia ; on tlie Pith October, 
when he is coutein})lating a tj'ip to Ifai-jeeling to re- 
coup his h(‘alth. occuis the tiagedy at the Hijli De- 
t.ention (^anij), where tlu* guaj'ds shoot, t.wo young 
beiigali prisoners dea<l and wound a larg(' number; 
the Poet .-igain ('onu's to the fore and Itecomes tlie spear- 
h(‘ad of oLitragt'd public j.'rotc'st at a meeting which con 
v(‘ned to be held at tin* Town Hall is t ransfei-i-ed, owing 
to un|)i-ecedented crowd, to the foot of the Ochtc!'- 
loney Monument in the Calcutta iMaidati ; he con- 
demns “the conceited homocidal attack, under cover of 
darkness, (>n defenceless })risoneis undergoing tlie most 
barbaiic system oi incaiceration and a iKM’ve-racking 
strain <)f an imh'lin il (‘ly suspended fatt*” ; la-ounces in a 
letter to the* daily press an Anglo-Indian papei’ ‘‘giving 
|•(yoeated (.‘xpressions of the Christian sentimerT of sym- 
paJhy l‘oi tin* wa rd(*rs wlio had miird(>red the ])risoners in 
tlu'ir charge": s])ends tin* autumn at Darjeeling; lends 
his support in an (*ssay on “'fhe Weavers of Bengal” 
to tin* nntvement .-ad on foot by Sij- P. C. Ray that 
Bengal should not d<.‘])eii<l on Bombay mills to clothe 
hei-self ; celebiate.-, al Santiniketan the bOth birth 
anniversary of Nandalal Bose, the artist. 

“RABINDRA ,).\7'AN44" ( TH.EBRATEr)-— (Ymes to 
('alcutta on the iTlrd December, 1921, to .-ittend the 
RABiNDRy\-JA VA N'fl (-elebj-ations held in tlie (riiristmas 
week in })ursuan(-e of the resolution adopted at the 
inaugural nn‘eting of I he ISlh May, 1921.- ’The Jaya-Hti 
Week staj-ts in the morning of the Jbth December with 
the opening of a remarkal)Ie arts and crafts exhil)ition and 
a nn la (/e/r) at the ’J’own Hall and the adjoining grounds 
tiy tlie Maharaja Bahadur of Tip])ei-ah,- -the Poet being 
liimself |.>resent am.l going round the I'ooms and galleries 
exhibiting (i) a hundred of his own drawings and paint- 
ing, (ii) mannsc]-ipts and different editions of his works — 
English and Bengali, (iii) tr-anslations of bis works in 
dilTei-ent languages id' the woi’hi, (iv) works on himself, 
(v) ]) 0 ]-ti‘aits, etc., of the Poet at dilTerent periods of his 
life, (vl) gifts and p]-esents to the Poet- from different 
countries of the world, (vii) arts and crafts products of 
the Visva- Bharati (viii) old and new Bengali art products 
and aj'tistic home industries and (ix) pictures of the 
Beng-al School of Painting and Indian paintings, old and 
new. — As a back-gi-ound to the exhibition (organised by 
Kedarnath Chatterjee assisted liy Surendrariath Kar) is 
also held a mela (fair) with stalls of indigenous products, 
and entertainments, e.g., Kathakaia, jaira, Kirtan, bard, 
folk songs and folk dances, sports and athletics — The 
same afternoon sits a literary conference under the 
presidentship of Sarat Chandra Chatterjee, Where 
papers, written by well-known Bengali literateurs dealing 
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wit.}) (iifrocMit aspects of jialojidjanath's coatri hution to 
tlx' [lenpali 1 ilecatii re and some poems <lcdiealed to the 
INx l are leod.- d'jje e\('iiinp'; is. held a IVUisic l'\istival 
\vhei (* thirty fi\-e d'ayorc smip;,-. ( })(‘i''innin;p from ttie 
earJie.st piei iod id' his (o.jii jiositioii ) ai’c sunp’ hy well- 
known sinpcrs and a \vel]-l lained (dioii under the leacU'r- 
.ship (d’ India I)('\i and Jlineiidra Xalli d'apoie.- The 
next day, tlx' !:!(‘)th 1 )<‘ceni 1 )<• r, Sir S. Itadhal; rishnan o|)ens 
and jiresides over a (omterence at which distinguished 
litei at (Mils, artists, sadiolars and educationists, Indian and 
I'airopean, from all pail: of India, incdudinp; special 
deU'p'.a t(‘S deputed l)\ tJie different universities, lasid 
pajier:-. dealiny u it h Ita hi nd ra iia t h’s <-ontri))ut ions to 
pradically ; II departnuods (jf liunian cuHure. In the 
eNcniny is continueil the Music h'estiwal with thirty-fi\(‘ 
mor(‘ sonys from 'rayons 

f'KIdt 'ITA'llONS - On t he L*7t h Deceinhei , IhMl, 
Indore an a: :a‘nihlaye (d sexaual thousands id’ |i<*ople re- 
present im> all s('( lions of th(‘ community yathcred in 
front (d' the d'own Hall (where on lh<‘ stnad, faciriy the 
steps (d’ the historic huildiny, a dais has Ix'eii er<‘(de(l. 
the I'oid is preseiiti'd with addresses (d' felicitations on 
h(dialf of tin- ('orporation of ('alcutta (read h\' tin' Mayor 
Hr. M. ( ', Ivoyi, tlu' lUtiij/iun Sahitifa I *<i rislutd ( ns'id hy 
its I ‘resident Sir I’. < Itayl, the Ifim/i Saint ija Sa at iik l<t n 
(read h>' .-Vnihika 1‘rasad Hajpei),. 'I’he Srahasi l!(iii(/<i 
Saint aa Sa iii mala ti (read hy Ihatixa He\i cd’ AllahahaiH 
and last, on ludialf (d’ his count r>'men. hy tile ISthnatra 
.l<n/a lit h Sa rmlnid (The 'fayon' Septuayeiiary (Adiduatioii 
('ommitti'el which was read hy the yri'atest lamyali 
potdi'ss Kamini itay, the address itsidf h(‘iny v\'ritten hy 
Sarat ('handra ( 'hatt (ujee. the famous iM'nyali nox elisi. 
The I’md r(‘i>lic‘s to all the addresses separattdy, recei\- 
iny a renia ikahh^ oxation a tlu* xmd. ll(‘ is also pro 
seated w'itli 'rile (lohlci/ l!(K>h' of 7’n//occ - heariny 11 h‘ 
Inmiaye ol’ poets and autlmrs, at lists and scientists, poli- 
ticians and stalesnien of thirty lauint l ies — lyx' Mr. 
Kamaiiaiida (’hattmjex' ( w lio had edited tlu‘ Hook) 
on hehalf td' the I’uhlication ('oiiiniittee. — On the ‘JSth, 
*J'.)th and .doth is stayed \atir Inija at the dorasanko 
house (d’ the 1‘oet. lu' himself appeariny in the role 
of the I*nddliist monk. — 'khe llainjiiat Sitlntiia I'armliad 
holds a reception on tlu* dtdh Heceniher, when a niarldi' 
has-relief portrait of the I‘o(*t, ])resent(‘d hy Anial Home, 
is unx i'iled h> Sir I’. ( '. Kay, I'resident of tlu' Ikarishad. 

'i'he studtmts (d’ Halcutta also e(dehrale tiu' occasion 
hy puesentiny tlu* Potd w'ith an adilress, on tlu* Mist 
l)ee('mhtM at the Senati' Hall of the I’liiversity of 
( aleulta ; to this he replies hy nsadiny a i)a|)er in 
khmyali. dwadliiiy on the ynowth of his poetic life, 
wdiiidi he had orii'inally prt'pared for leadiny at tlie 
puhlic rect'pdion on the dTth December of its lenyth 
and th(‘ cosniopiditan chaiTuder id’ the ppatheriny.- The 
K AHINDKA J.AV.W'TI celelivation. whicli was to he 
held fo)' a week from the 251 h to tlu* dlst December, 
1!):U is extended till the 5th January, Hk‘’)2, wlien at the 
mwx s of tlu' arrest of Mahatma (iandhi. Suhhas Chandra 
Bose and other leaders and the arrest of Jnananjan Neoyi. 


tlie Secretary of the Jai/aatSMcla, the Celebration Cony 
mitt.ee, in view of the political situation, comes to a dec! 
sion to close the function. 

'i'he Poet is yreatly ayitated over Gandhiji's arres; 
and cables to the British Prime Minister* protestinp 
ayainst “the scmsational policy of indiscriminate, j-e 

|)j*essi()n lieiny follow*ed hy the Indian Government 

....causiny jierrnaiient alienation of our people fi’om 
x'ours” ; issutvs a statement on the “Independence Day" 
(January “h, IDdll), wliiidi, howu'ver, is prevented fi'oin 
heiny fully ptuiilislual h\' the Benyal Censor ; writes maipx 
poems at his rivei-side I'esidence of Khai'dah, amony 
llu.mi heiny a not.ahh' one on Gandhiji entitled Pra^^iia 
('I’lu' t^)uestion) pLildislied first in the Prdbaf^i and later in 
iiis I ‘(frisinsli ; attends the opieniny of exhiliitioii of his 
I aintinys ananyed liy Mukul Dey at the Government 
Art Schocd, (’alcutta, in Pelnuary ; takes a trial fliyht 
iii ,a Dubdi aerojilaiie and decidtss to fly to Persia in res- 
P«mse to the inxdtatioii of the Shah ; meets at Santiniketan 
a deleyation of tlii' “Society of k'i-iends from Enyland. 

'rilP KOST'IS 0]^' IKAN— On April Ji, 1932, accom- 
jianied liy liis dauyhtm-i n-law “takes otP’ at tlie Dum Duni 
aerodrome on a K.P.M. jilane, prec('ded by his two 
other coniiianions- Kedaj'iiath C'hatterjee and Amiya 
( 'ha k I axe ft i ; on crossiriy the l^eivsian hoi'der receives 
in I lu’ ))lanc xviridess nuaisayi* froni the Govei‘nment of 
Persia xveleoniiny him ; is received at Bushii’e on April 
hy (he Goxa'rnor and eiitxn'tained at a jiublic banquet ; 
is royally receixaxi at Skiiraza (April KD xvliere he spends 
a fexv days : jiax's his respects at the tomb of Hafiz ; 
collies t(» Ispaluin on tlu* 23nd xia the ancient city of Per- 
sx'polis ; after a Cix ic Kecei.ition at Ispalian, goes to 
J'elu'ran xvliere he spends t xvo weeks amidst a yloi‘ious 
it'und (d‘ civic, diplomatic and jirivate receptions ; on May 
“ i,- ri'ccMX'ed hy His Majesty Reza Shah J^ehlavi to whom 
the Poet jiri'sents a pioeni xvritten in his honour ; at the 
Shah’s orih'rs his seventy-second liirthday is celehrated 
xx ith yreat ec lat ; rec-eixcs invitation from h'aq and cm the* 
xvax* hack tc» India meets Kiny Faisal at Bayhdad, where 
he is accordc'd a (dx ic Kec-c‘p(.icm ; I’eturns to Calcutta, by 
air, on June* 3. 1932. 

.AC.A DEI\1 1 C HONOURS — Accejits the invitation of 
Calcutta Cnixersitx* to take tlie Ramtanu Lahii’i Chair of 
Bcmyali Iateratin‘e and also deliver the Kamal Lectures ; 
is presented with an .Adeb'ess fi*om Hie University at a 
s]iecial Academic Ivecefition on Auyust (>, 1932 ; receives 
Hie news (.-Xuy. S) of the death in Germany of his only 
yrandson, Nitindranath Ganyuly ; invited by C. Y. China- ” 
mani of the Lcadc}- ( All;ihahad ) to yive his opiinion on the 
Communal .Awmrd, advises his counti*ymen “to take 
advantaye of the new feeling* of resentment that is 
sweejiinp’* intellectual circles m our country to-day against 
irrational communal and class differences, come to agree- 
ment betxveen ourslves and thus remove the greatest 
obstacles in the path of our national self-expression” ; 
writes at Santiniketan the prose-poems of Paaascha (‘Post- 
.scripU) the poems of Parishesh (‘The March of TimeH, 
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which he dedicates to Sarat t’handi'a ( Uiattei-jee on his 
■ th hirtiulay armivei'sary. 

(iANDHLirS “FAST UNTO DEATH” -Greatly per- 
, Ill-bed at tlie news of Gandhijihs resor-tinp; to Ids “fast 
Mito deatli” (Se|)teml)ei' 20, 1022) in protest a^-ainst the 
mister motives behind the ('Ornmnnal Award cancels 
irrang-ements for attending- as President of tlie forth^ 
onnng bii-thday celebj-ation of Sarat Ghandi'a Chattei-jee, 
iiid, aftei- issuing a fervent puldic appeal foi- r(‘moval 
-f caste pi-ejudiees and differential treatment between 
rliiidus socially, rushes to Poona (Sept. 24) whei-e 
Gandhiji has been lying at Yervada Jail ; sends an a|)- 
l.ealing caijle to Premier Ramsay Macdofiald ; on 
S(*pt. 20 the news is received of the “Pact”, arrived 
,d as a result of Gajidhiji’s fast, being accepted by tin* 
Premier ; Gandhiji breahs his fast, the Post singing by 
Ids bed-side one of his favourite songs ; wi-ites to the 
/amoi-in a foi'ceful letter on the (.piestion of the temple 
entry of Jlai'ijans in Cochin ; j-eceives Pandit Madan 
Malavia at Santiniket.an on December 2, 10“2. 

RAMMOHUN ('ENTENARY -Pj-esides in Calcutta 
(December 11) at the Seventieth Birthday Celebration of 
Sir P. Ray and dedicates to him the brochure, “Mahat 
maji and Depi-essed Humanity” ; visits the Gosaba Village 
Welfare (Yntie established by Sii' Dajdel Hamilton in th(.‘ 
Sundarbans ; leceives Ihofessor Puie-Daud who has been 
sent to Sant i nils eta n by the Shah of Pei-sia ; delivers at 
P'fdcLitta TJidversity the second Kamala Ti(‘ctui-e (January, 
Ibdo) ; on January IS presides over the inaugural 
meeting of tin* Rammohun Centenary at the Senate Hall, 
Calcutta; on the 2r)th i-t^ads at ('al(mtt,a Univei-sity a 
paper on “Fusion of Knowledge” ; at Tiucknow, on the 
(K'casion of a (kmfeience orgaidsed Ity the School of 
Music (Eel). 19.“>.']), his daughter-in-law produces, with 
:i batch f>f students from Santirdketan. a Damn* 
Jrama, Sa pniocha h , with great success ; the ])erform- 
uice is ]-ei)eated in fkdcutt-a, at the Empire Theatie 
(March, 192;!). 

issues a statement to the Press supporting V. J. 
IhitePs etfoi'ts to check the “campaign of lies” against 
India, then being sedidously ca]-ried on in Western coun- 
ries (Api-il, H):!;}) goes to Darjeeling ; sends a telegi-am 
n Gandhiji deprecating his intention to enter into a 
mcond pei-iod of fasting, l)ut the telegram is not received 
ly Gandhiji ; is the first to sign a leader's memoi-ial to 
he Govei-nment to j-elease political ))t-isonei'S ; also tele- 
i'rams to piisoners on hunger-st)-ike at Andamans to 
lesist ; records his own and the country's deepest dis- 
i-ess at the news of the sudden death of J. M. Sen-Gui)ta 
July 24, 19;!;!) while under detention; sends a message 
'U the occasion of Wilberforce Centenary celebi-ations 
t Hull ; receives Uday Sankai- at Santiniketan ; on 
September 12, st.ages at the Madan Theatie in Calcutt.a 
^as/icr />ck/i (“The Kingdom of Cards”), also giving 
ecitals from ChaaiuJalika (‘The Untouchable’s 
laughter’) ; speaks on Rhythm {ChJtavd(t) at Calcutta 
Ini versify (Sept, lb) ; publishes the poems of VwhitmUi 


(illu.str:Uo<ll and diMli,’aU'S the l.o.ik In Nundalal Koso nn 
his birthday. 

\ isits l>oinha>' (Now 1 9;!;> ) with Santiniketan ai-tistes 
for the “Tagore Drama Week” (organized there by the 
noted Calcutta Impresario. Hai-en Ghosh); Mrs. Sarojini 
Naidu iiersonally looks after arrangeihents for his stay 
and his ]n-ogramme in Boml»ay ; })erformances of his 
S<ti>niochan and Taslx r Prs/i ;ire gi\ en by the pupils of 
San(.inik(4.an, the Poet himself a])pearing on the stage ; 
exhibitions of his own paintings and those of otiier artists 
.it Inched to t.he “ l\ ala 1 Jiaba n” ol the Visva Bhai-ati are 
opened in Bombay and widely ap])reciatt‘d ; tlu' Vice- 
< haiKH'llor of Bombay University entei'tains the Poet 
at a dinner ; delivet-s a li'ctun- on “Tin* Challenge of 
Judgment and another on ‘The Price oi hhaaaloni 
( D(‘c. 1 ) ; g4tes ((► W altaii' ami delivers at Andhi-a Unix'er- 
sity Sir Krishnaswann Alvin- lectures (Dec. 8, 9, 10), 
published later as “Man” ; |)roceeds to Hyderabad 
(Dec. 12) wlnn-e lI.E.H. Th(' Nizam who had somi' years 
ago made a gift of :\ lakh of i iipees to the Visva-Bhai-ati 
for a (Jiair of Islamic (adtui-e wai'inly receives him and 
gives another twenty live thousand rupees; the Osmania 
University entin-tains him at a garden party and the 
I’rinn* Ministin- at a Stati' Bamiuel ; returns to Calcutta, 
and on Dec. 29 delivers his famous addri'ss JUnt ritt-}*<ifh}k 
at t.h(' Smiate Hall on the occasion of 
Rammohun (knitenary celebrations ; sperd^s also at 
till' All- India Women’s Confinence at Town Hall ; 
D. R. Jardime England’s Cajitain in the Test Match 
Ixdweim England and India, calls at tlu^ Joi-asanko house 
to ))ay his i-esp(‘cts to the Poet, the di’ama JlnuHari and the 
novel Pk'iPIoii (‘Two Sisters’) ai-e writ.ten and pu!»lished 
during P.);;.'!. 

Jteceives Mrs. Naidu at Santiniketiin on January 2, 
19;!4 ; jirotests against the message' of the Mahatma on 
t h(' Bihar lOartlujuaki' ( at.f)‘ibuting tin* calamity to “divini' 
vengeance on tlie country for it.s sin of untouclialhlity” ) ; 
ieiegrajihs to Cliarh's Andi-ews in England about, the earth- 
(piake and appeals to all nations for help ; expresses him- 
self sti-ong;ly against the anti (hindhi agitation then on 
foot in Bengal ; pi-esidi's in Calcutta at the Jubilee eele- 
braUons of the Hindusthan Co-operative Insurance Co. 
Et-d., of wliich his n(‘|)hew, Su J-(‘nd)-anath Tagore, was one 
of the founders ; on y\))ril 7 speaks at the Inter- 
national Relations Club ( founded undo- the (darnegie En- 
dowment, for Intel-national J’eace). 

/'recccf/.s‘ to ('cjfloH on May (>, 19;>4, with Santiniketan 
artists ; reaches (k)lombo on the 9th ; is entertained on 
the following day at the Rotai-y Club from where his talk 
on Visva-Bhai’ati is In-oadcast ; on Die 11th the Indian 
Maicantiie Cliamliei; of (deylon jiri'sents him with an 
address on the 15th the Corpoi-ation of Colombo holds a 
reception in his honour ; So ptHocfia}i is staged for five 
nights at (Colombo and then other plays ; exhibition of 
paintings of his own and “Kalabhaban” artists also held ; 
on the 17th gives a recital of his poems ; on May 19, visits 
Pandura ami christens an institution stalled there on the 
lines of Sriniketan as ,S'r/-/7///i comes to Kandy and conit 
pletes there his novel Char Adhyaya. (four Chapters) on 
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.lunc- 5 ; North r'cylrm and thc*n returns via 

Madras to Sanlinil;etan on .lune 28; on Au^j.'ust 21 re- 
rcj\(‘s Khan Ahdul (hdrai Kfian, who, on release from 
jaiJ, COMICS to meet, his son st.udyinK then at Santi- 
ndYctan ; pniiJ islies with Jh<d‘. (Klhejt Muia-ay two essays 
on ini ej jial ional priddems witli s}>ecial reference to the 
Isast and t,h<‘ Wh-st ; opens in t’alcutta the Jtasanti ('ottoii 
MiMs, a Kenr:a.li conce) /i ; in Oetolx.n' ae'ain \'isits Madras 
at the in\'itation of tlie I'liief Minister of Madj-as, Ivaja of 
Uohhili on helialf of t tie cit.i'/eiis, ; on Octohei' 22 t he (’or- 
pora.tion (tf Madiah; ]))ass(Mits an address at a civic 
recisjition ; on the 21tli Octolxn speaks on “Myself 
and the Denp’al Kena issance” from 27 to 20 take jilace 
<lraiiiatic performance,-. ,staa’e<l hy Santiniketan artists 
and an exliihition held of Santinikcd.an arts and ci'afts ; 

I he (io\'ernor ol' Madras Sri (ieoi^'-e I'enley receives 
the I'o(d at a pardeii jiai't.v at ( io\'erninent llousi' ; \’isit,s 
Wallaii' on Novendier 2 as the p;u(‘sl of tin* Maharani of 
\'izianap’'ram and addresses the studc'iits of Andhra Uni- 
\'e)s;ity on the 51 h ; n'tui'ii to (.’alcutta (Nov. 00) ; visits 
lU'iiares to op('n a Montessori Scliool for the Hindu Uni- 
\(‘rsily ( Dec. 2) ; opens in (Calcutta Krown Hall, J>c‘c. 27, 
I!t‘M) the I'rdhttsi n<iii(/(i Sdliilifd S(nninildn \ the novel 
Mdldiichd is pnlilished ; j-ecei\es at Santiniketan memliers 
nu'mhers of I In* Indian Scienci* Non^aa'ss who come 
tln'i’e on January 0. Ilr‘l5. 

A (iO\dsivN( )Iv’S V’lSrr — Sii' John Anderson, 
(iovernor of Kendal ; \ isits Santiniketan (Feb. 0, 1025) ; 
disp;ustcd with the overzealous police “measures of 
safety” j’or His F\(‘(‘l l(.‘n(‘y, tin* Foet has all the inmates 
of Sant inik(‘lan ia‘mo\'ed to Sianiketaii foi‘ the jiei'iod 
td’ t lu* N'isit , llie (h)\ ernor f^oinp; j-ound the deserted 
Asram ; the sanu* ew'iiiny; tlu* Poet leaves foi' llenares 
to at((‘nd the (km voc-at ion of tin* Hindu University 

which confers on him a Uoctorate ; s|ieaks at the Allaha- 
bad Uni\’ersity on the 12(h ; visits Lahore to jireside 
(»ver Hie 1‘iuijah Students’ ( ’onfi'renct* ; me(*ts the 
leadens of the Sikh community who i*all on him and 

\ isits the (I'urdvvaia ; aini\(*s at Lucknow on the 28th 

and addresses tin* stiidents at the Univei’sity on 
IMarch 1 and 2 ; his 75th hi rt inlay is celel>rated on 
May 7 at Saiitinikt*tan. the Ikiet entering!: his new 
residence',- - — the mud- hut \Si/d/n(ili' ; his pe>ems of 
S('sliS(t ptdkd are also published on the same elay : 
is felicitated hy the Ildiuiiya Sfliifya- Farishdd on 
May 12 ; sjieaks at the function eiryanised l)y the 
Mahahodlii Socit'ty to observe the hii'thday of the Lord 
Liiddha ; spends tin* summei- at Uhandernay;'ore, mostly 

on tiis house-l)oat ; on the 2Lsl July Dinemdranath Tafrore 
expire-s in (’alcut ta ; in Oc’teiher So radvtf^a r is staj^ed at 
Sant inike'tan with the Poet in the role of Sannyasi’ ; 
i'ei-ei\cs at Santiniketan the Jaiianese Poet, Nofruchi 
tNoNa'inhc” IM with whom, afto'wards, he has a contro- 
\ersial cxc-han.e'e of letters on Jaiian’s ag'i^-ression in 
(’liina ; produces in (’alcutta December 11 and 12 Raja 
m w hich he a]ipears in the role of 'Thakarda' ; writes and 
publishes nHJiikd (‘The Avenue a liook of poems ; on De- 
w'mbcr 22, PKir) sends a messag'O of felicitations to the 


ih'esident of the Indian National Uongress on the occa 
sion of its Holden Jubilee. 

192<)-i‘J41 Reads a paper on “Education Naturu' 

Ak'c 75-80 lised”, in Februai-y 1920 during the 

“Hengal Education Week” in Calcutta ; 
on Maicli 11, 12 and 14 at the New Empire Theatre in 
Calcutta, ])]()duces a new dance-drama Chitrangada ; 
jiroceeds next on a North India toui’ (for collecting funds 
for Visva-Rliarati ) via Patna and Allahabad to Delhi; 
Caiidhiji (‘Xpostulates altoul the Poet thus exposing him- 
s(*lf to such risks at his age, and an anonymous donor at 
Delhi, a disciple of the Mahatma donates, at his instance, 
Rs. OO.OOO to the Visva-Bharati funds ; the Delhi Munici- 
pality votes a civic address to the Poet which is veted by 
Coveiriment ; the citizens of Delhi hold a public reception 
at the (Queens (iarden, when an address of welcome is 
piesented to him ; Princess Niloufar of Hyderabad enter- 
tains him at, a lunch ; visits Meerut where the Munici- 
pality and the District Board present him with addresses ; 
returns to Santiniketan and marries his only grand- 

daughter Nndita Canguly to Ki*ishan Kripalnni (April 25. 
192(;). 

THE COMMUNAI. AW AKD- -Presides (July 15) at 
a big meeting at the Town Hall to protest against the 
injustice done to Bengal Hindus under the Communal 
Award and signs the Hindu memorial to the British Pre- 
miei- against the Award ; is criticised hy a section of his 
counti-ynien for his being a signatory to a “petition”, 

whicli is considered dei-og’atory to his position — while an- 
othei- section holds that the J*oet should not have 
mixed himself u])on with tin* communal wrangle ; the 
Bo(‘t, however, bases his protest against the Commu- 
nal Award (Ml larger national grounds ; cancels, on ac- 
count of ill health, his visit to Dacca for the Convocation 
of the Dacca University which confers on him the degree 
of D.lJtt. //(o/orN causa ; on September 5, he sends a 
message to tlu' World Peace Congress at Brussels, in 

course of which he warns the delegates “We cannot 

have peac(‘ until we deserve it liy paying its full price, 
which is,- -that the strong must cease to be greedy and 
tile weak must learn to be bold” ; gives a discourse at the 
special service held at the Santiniketan Mandir on 
(iandliiji’s birthday (October 2) ; on October 10-11, at 
the Ashutosh College Hall, Calcutta, another new dance- 
drama, Parishodh, is staged ; on the 11th he attends the 
sixtietli birthday celehi-ation of the novelist Sarat Chandra 
(’ flatter jee and blesses him with an address of felicita- 
tions : speaks at Bengal Womenxs Workers’ Conference 
(Oct. 12). 

CALCUTTA UNIVERSITY CONVOCATION— -On 
the JTth February, 1927 the Poet addresses the Convoca- 
tion of the (Calcutta Univer.sity, the first non-official in- 
vited to sjieak at this academic function and to speak at 
it in Bengali ; inaugurates the Bengali Literary Confer- 
ence held at Chandernagore (Feb. 21) ; presides at the 
‘Pai’liament of Religions” (March 3) convoked in connec- 
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l oll with the Kamkrishna Centenary ; tho “(')iinese Hall” 
(V; the Visva-Hharati is opened at Saniiniketnn )>>’ tlie 
( iiinese Consul in Calcutta on the Benp-ali New Veai'’s 
1/ay (14th April, 1937) ; the seventy -sevtuitli hi I'tlulay 
the Poet is observed at Santiriiketan (klay 7. 1937) ; 

; iK'iids a month at Almora, enp’ap’ed in wiltinp- 
j. itc/iaya- an introduction to Science toi- Bengali 
leaders ; spends part of July at Jkitisar his esti tali' in 
North Benp'al ; the title of Kavisdni nit is conferred on 
lain by Bharati-ddrtha of Andhra at a special con voca lion 
la Id on July 24 ; VarshaiiKJ iiyal is sta.ecd in Calculia 
(t;cpteml)er 4 and h) ; is taken seriously ill at Santiniketan 
all September 10, 1937 when his old fj'iend and pliysician 
Sir Nilratan Sircar rushes to his bed-sidt' with a devoted 
iiuiid of doctors and fii’in^s him i)ack to liealth ; is 
lii/.ni^‘ht to Calcutta ((Jctolic)) whej'(‘ Candhiji, 

.liiwaharlal Nehian Sul.)has Chandia Bose and others Ihen 
atlendinp: an A. I. meeting- (which adopts a lesolution 
of ttianksgiving' on his recoveiy) come to see him ; his 
lifeionp friend, Jagadish Chunder Bose passes away on 
\()\', 23, 1937 ; sends a im-ssage to the New education 
I'ellowship Conference in Calcutta in Decernher ; wi'ite-- 
a iu!ml.)ei’ of poems during' con\'ah'Scenc('. which, area 
lat(‘r, publislied as Praiitil{ (‘At the Cnd') ; Lord I.othian 
and Intel' Lord and Lady Bralioui'ne visit Santiniketan, 
Jaiiiiai'y, 1938. 

On Marcli J. 1!)38. the Osmania Cnixersity confers 
its Bon. D.Litt. degree on tlie I'oet in tibscnfid ; on IMarch 
1!), tie attends the performance, in Calculta, of 
' 'h(iH<l(iiiJxa \)y tli(‘ “Sangeet-hhawan” stall and st lahnits ; 
meets Candhiji in Calcutta mi March 22 ; at Saidiniketan. 
the Poet’s 78th Birth-day anniversary is ohserved loi' the 
hist time not on May 7 but on Aj.u’il 11-- the Bengali 
M'w Year’s Day ; stiends the summer at Lalimpong and 
llangpoo. retui*ning on July 3 to Santinikt'tai: : wi'ites 
a popular treatise on Bengali language ; Hmu/hi I o.s'o 
bd rirhd 1 /( 1 , Ok' poems of S(‘nj/iti and di'amatizes liis 
stiwy of Mnkfir I^jidi/a (Means of Salvation) ; address<'s 
til*' inmates of the Asram on Candhiji’s sevt'utic'th Ini'th- 
'ia\ ; on tlie 9th Decembei’, Marquess of /a'tland. Sei'i't' 
'ary of State for India, ojiens an exhibition ol his ]iaint- 
aias at the Calmann Callery in lamdon ; Lady Linbthg'ow 
and lie]' daug'liter visit the Poet at Santiniketan. 

HINDI-BHAWAN’ OPENED— On January 21, 1939. 
hul/lias Bose, then PresideTit (Y the Indian National ( (>n 
hi'ess. visits Santiniketan and is accorded a ])ul)1ic re- 
''■plion ; on January 31 Jawaliarlal Neliru opens liindi 
Bhawan” at Santiniketan ; on l'’ebruary 2, comes 
Biihhas Bose again and then on tlie bth, Uajendra Pi'asad , 
and Cliavdcilih'a are produced in ( alcutta By 
Santiniketan artistes ; the Poet attending the ]K‘i‘lorni- 
'"ir. ; bis seventy-ninth birthday is oViserved at Sanii- 
''i'e'bin on the Bengali New Year’s l>ay (A]>ril 11) ; in- 
''h'd ]>y the Congress Government of Orissa, goes to 
f'uii where his actual birth-day (May 7) is observed with 
piarii solemnity ; spends the summer at Mungpoo and 
krdinipong ; performs, at the invitation of Subhas 
^haiuba Bose, the opening cei'emony of the Mahajati 
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Badan” in Calcutta (August 18) ; the next day Pandit 
Nehi'u visits the Poet .-it the Jorasanko liouse on his way 
to China; addresses on l)('c(*mber 1,3 a meeting at the 
( 'Orjinration Health ]\lusei(m in connection with the ojjen- 
ing ol a f'ood and Nutrition Exhibition ; opens on Decem- 
ber lb, J‘..)3l), the \3dynsugaj' Memorial Hall at Midnapore. 

(i.ANDHiJLS \ LSrf- Candhiji \ isits the I’oet at 
Santiniketan (February 17-19., 1940) ; opens at Suii, 
the district, tieadiiuarters of Birblium (Eel). 21) the In- 
dustrial Exhibition lield 1 lime annually; in March goes 
to Bankura to lay tin* found.'ition stone of a Maternity 
Home and ( Jiild Wcdlare ( 'ent jz* ; on Ajjril 5, tlie Poet’s 
niosi devoted friend C. E. .Andrews (born 12th February, 
18/1) di(‘s at a Nursing llonu' in ('alcutta ; on April 14 
(Bengali New Year Day) the Poet's 80th )>irt,h-day is 
(ILiietiy oliseiwed at Santiniketan ; sjiends the summer at 
Mungi)oo. 

OXFOJtl) COMES TO VI S \A -BI LA ILA Ti -Oxford 
1 ' nixei'sity Indds a sp'-cial Convocation at Sa ntinik'etan on 
Aug- 7, 1940, to confer on lum a Doctorate of JJterature. 
In>i/<>rl:< (-((/(y-d — Sir Mauric(' Cwyer, Chief rJustice of 
India, Sir S. Kadlialn'ishnan and Air. Justice Hendersmi 
(»f tlie (’alcutta High Coui’t represent ing Oxford at the 
fun('ti<Mi ; leaves for Kalimpong' on September 19 ; is 
taken tlu'i'e sei'iomdy ill on Sejiteinhei’ 27 and brought 
down to Calcutta on Septeml.K'r 29 ; is fdaced hei'e under 
the treatment of Dr. B. C. Boy, assisted by others; they 
tide him over the jimlod of acute illness and he is taken 
to Santiniketan on November 18 to convalesce aftei’ two 
months in bed in Cahaitta ; j'ect'ixed Tai Chi-Tao, Pi'esl- 
di'iil <'f tin.' Examination ATian, National Government of 
('iiina, on De'/ember 9, 1910; though confined to bed the 
I'oct’s literary actix'ity continues unabated, — at the 
books published during the yeai’ lieing Naca-Jatak 
(‘The New Boi'iT) Saudi (‘The Pipe’) SltJn l('bcld (My 
Boyhood Days’ Tni Sdii</i (three short stories), Roija- 
Sdjjdiid Pin Sick-h(*(T) and Anifnjd (‘Convalescence’). 

EBBl'TV FIRST BIRTHDAA’ Rabindranath’s eighty- 
first )iirth-day is ol>ser\ed at Santiniketan on the 1st 
Baisidvh, i;»18 B.S. (the Ih'iigali New Y'ear’s Day corres- 
|)onding to Ajnil TL 1911, when he delivers a stirring 
address on The ('risiy in ( ‘/ri/Naf /on, wddeh creates a firo- 
foniid imprt'ssion all over India vvitli its vigoi’ous, liold 
and penetrating analysis of tlie causes of the ruin of “a 
proud civilization “....the civilization of Euroiie, on 
which h(' had once hnilt his faith, the faith “that has gone 
bankrupt altogether to-day wdu'ii I am about to quit tlie 
world.” 

I’ECDRRENT ILLNESS — 'I'he Poet continnes to ho 
ill and is, more or less, confined to bed ; unable to bold 
the ))eii with' ease, he dictates his poems and (Jiiei' wmit- 
iugs ; on June 4, 1941 the Poet issues from bis st<*k-bed 
n remarkable statement to the Press in reply to an ojien 
lettei- addressed U> Indians by Miss Eleanor Ralbbone, a 
member of Parliament, calling upon them to stand by 
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lU'itaiii ill the War, which he dcscrilies as an “impertinent 
challen^^e to our conscience” ; tiie statement creates a 
^j^reat sensation. 


THE LAS T DAYS 

DKOUCHT TO (’ALOUT'i'A — Towards tlie end of 
, I Line, 1941, the Poet who iias never l)i*en alile to recover 
from his illness in September 1940, when lie was hroug-ht 
down from Ivaliinpong has a serious setback; jihysical 
conditions begin steadily to decline causing anxiety ; 
the doctors \vho had attended on him jireviously, art* 
summoned t.o Sant iniketan Dr. 1>. C. Hoy and Dr. L. M. 
llanerjee (‘xamiiu' him and ad\ise removal to (kilcutta. 

The poet is bioughl down to (’alcutta in the after- 
noon of hbiday, the lihth duly, 1!)41 ; doctors examine him 
again and decide on a surgical operation ; tlie ojicration 
is perfoirned l)y Di‘. L. M. Banerjee in the morning of 
Wednesday, the bOth July, ; immediately befoie the 
operatino at lialf-past nine, he dictattss his last poem ; 

n<t (AV\^ (‘Voii have 

coveied the path of youi‘ cri'ation in a mesh of varied 
wiles, Thou (juileful One') ; his condition is declared te 
lie sat isfact.ory in a bulletin issued from his house the 
same afternoon, and in the evening when the doctois 
examine him again, “eveiything was found to lie in a 
sat is factory condition.” 

ANXIOUS DAYS A Bulletin issued at 8-15 JM\1. on 
Friday, the 1st August, 1941, informs an anxious pulilic 
that “the Poet passed a disturlied night and is feeling 
sonu' uneasiness” ; the next day — Saturday, the 2nd 

August a somewhat reassuring bulUTin is issued at 

12 noon about the Poet having passed “quieter night”, — 
it being addtMl tliat” “His genei’al condition shows im- 
provement” ; the sann> night, however, his condition 
changes ; he passes a restless night, thoug'h” a slight 
i rninitvemeiit” is noticed on Sunday, the Mrd August ; 
“ri'stlcssness continues and he seems to have growon 
weaker”, says a bulletin issued at 8-bO P.M. on Sunday, — 
it being added at the same time that “though there are 
I'casons for somt* anxiety, his condition, how'cver, is not 
alarming” ; on Monday, the 4th August, the evening 
bulletin announces that the Poet “did not piass a very 
comfortabh' night”, and “there has been a rise in the 
tmnperature since the afternoon.” 

()n Tuesday, the 5tli August, a bulletin issued at 
8 10 P.M. says that “there has lieen some deteiioration in 
the Poi't’s condition and there is cause for anxieiy” ; 
imiuiries made by the Associated Press at 2 A.M. on 
Wed.u'sday, the (itb Aujrust show “that there has been no 
inqirovement in the Poet’s condition.” 

Throughout Wednesday tlie 0th August, the bulletins 
are a frequent intervals ; at 11-20 A.M. it is stated 
tliat “his weakness and restlessness is causing great 
anxiety” ; at 0 P.M. his condition has “worsened to some 
extent”, at 7-BO P.M. it “has further worsened” ; at 8-BO 
P.M., “his condition is causing grave anxiety” ; through- 


out the day and far into the night constant teleplione calk; 
are received at the I’oet’s lesidence, and a continuous 
stream of callers make personal enquiries about his cor 
dition ; at 11-BO P.M. his condition shows “no change”. 

THE LAST HOURS— At 2-BO A.M. on Thursday, tl ,■ 
7th August his condition “is causing gieater anxiety' ; 
the last bulletin issued at B-BO A.M. says that it has 
“slightly woi'sened since the last bulletin and is causing 
grave anxiety.” 


THE EN D COM ES 

With morning friends and relations being to gather 
at the Jorasanko House ; the rooms overflows and a large 
crowd gathers outside the house ; prayers are offered 
at the unconscious Poet's lied-side and hymns sung ; at 
about 10, Dr. B. C. Roy and Dr. L. I\l. Banerjee come and 
examine him for the last time. 

At (hiriccii DiiiintcH pant on ThursdaiP the 7th 

Anj/ost, Uf'/l icoi responding to the i^And Sraban, Bengali 
17)0 I'i-ds and SaliCf L’rn i.S7/7). A great life peace fall i/ 
^■onies to o close. 

THE POET BREATHES HIS EAS4' 

.AUED 89 YEARS B MONTHS IN IJIS ANCESTRAL 
HOME IN ('AIA'UTTA— 9, DWARKANATH TAGORE 

LANE THE HOUSE WHERE HE WAS BORN ON 

TUESDAY, May 7, 1891, BlTtWEEN THE HOURS OK 
2-BO AND B A.M. 

IN 4'HE MAJESTY OF DEATH — The news soon 
spreads all over the city, and people of all ranks and sta- 
tion in Fife, gatlier at the IbieUs house ; every section of 
the L'ommunity is rcqiresented ; a vast uncontrolabic 
crowd fills the (juadranglc and the courtyard ; thou- 
sands throng the streets ; schools and colleges, couiTs and 
offices, markets and mercantile firms are immediately 
closed ; flags fly half-mast on public buildings ; hundreds 
of men and women, young and old, file past the room wlicrc 
the Poet lies robed in silk decked with flowers — beautiful 
in death as in life. 

I'HE EAST JOURNEY — The Funeral procession 
starts at about B-.BO P.M. goes along Chitpore Road, Vi'^u 
kaiianda Road, Chittai’anjan Avenue and Colootola Street 
where men stand ten deep and the balconies and 
house-tops on either side are filled with women ; flowers 
are showered, rose-water is sprinkled on the bier as d 
{U’oeeeds with the precious Imrden ; the procession arriv- 
ing in College Street, in front of the Senate House, 
wreaths are offered by the Vice-Chancellor on behnll 
of His Excellency the Chancellor, the University with ili" 
various departments, membei-s of the Senate and Syndi- 
cate and many other academic bodies. 

Another bi’ief halt is made in front of the Pray^'i 
Hall of the Sadharan Hrahmo Samaj in Cornwallis Sticci. 
whei'e prayers are offered and floral tributes placed 
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I hr ()Jer on behalf of this religious body of wbicdi he 
^v;;: the oTily Hoiiorai'y Member ; the procession then 
^vr^uls its way along Cornwallis Street, Cray Strecd, Ihitto 
Kii to Paul Avenue (Sovabazar) and Ninitolla Chat 
ct](et to the cremation grounds, thousands of pc'opJe 
ijiiifie; up both sides of the route showering flowei's on the 
1 ; the cortege reaches the Burning Cliat as the 
SiiM sets. 

A large crowd at Nimtollah makes it dihicult for the 
,1(1' to 1)0 taken to the site specially seJeeted foj- the cj-e- 
ii'iijrai outside the enclosure, right on the bank' of the 
hiiircs ; as the bier is placed on tlie ground there is a 
reiizied rush of people to touch it ; the rush is so great 
hat it considerably delays the furierak 


THE END OF IT ALL — The cremation ceremony 
stalls shortly after 8 P.]\L and concludes at midnight ; 
the last rites are performed by Subir Tagore as laid down 
in the AraoUltcui raddliali (code of ceremonies) by the 
Poet’s fathej- Mahaisshi Dchinidi-aiiatli Tagore, the second 
gi-eat leader of the Braluno Saiiiaj ; as the body is placed 
on tht^ pyre, a liush falls on the vast concourse of people, 
wliile many (.ouch the ground with their forehead in 
a gesture of reverence ; the llanies lea]) u}) ; and so 
niLicli beauty and fame, so much dignity and name are all 
consumed in Ihe cleansing hre whose glory the Poet had 
sung in one of his inemoral)le and magnilicent songs. 

The ashes are coliecled in a silver urri and taken to 
Santiniketaii by the Poet’s son the next morning. 


.'J ray of vioniiiii^ Sun slnka aslant at the ilooi 
IJic abscniblfd croiod Jr cl in thru bli'ort thr pi unan at 
chant of ( I ration ' 

'Mother, open the pate !' 

The pair opens. 

The mother is seated on a siraio bed loith the tribe 

on he r lap, 

take the dLUOii loith the inorniini star 
The SniTs lav that 'ioas ‘iOiiiline at the door ontaiic 
falls on the hcaii of the child. 

The poet strikes his lute and snips out ; 

'I'tcloiy to Man, the neio-boru, the evcrdrei up 1 
They kneel down , —the hi up ami the hepcar. 

the saint ami the sinner, the wise and loot, — amt oiy ! 
ddcloi y to Man, the new born, the eror-lrri up ; 

The old man from the East murmurs to himselt 
'1 ha7<e seen /' 

— THE CllIhT)—\930. -TAGORE 
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’'"J’lIE CHILD is the only long ])oem which the I’oel wrote oi'iginally m English. 
The Bengali rendering was done by the JA'Ct himself. The Poet after witnessing the 
famous passion play at Oheranimergaii- 
this poem. 
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l4C4t7.f y73i7iT73 34 ^ yf 4 3 ( 7 , j yf.yy fffr.^rynj | 

fy !. t|^ 3(4 vfTy. ■3I437-3 33f.T 'df-^yd-Tf (373 

J^4|4 ^.''dfd fed 41 I 13731 3r(i3 f3‘r74tT y4 4r7v|r4.' 

I f^- ^ ^r.7 I >p^|;3pj 

I‘^t7|34,;433| 33-11(3(4 qfyypf 3 ( 4 ^ i" ■■('3f3(,,.|73'- 

d-ldtP- r4:f'7ryig 'd7'.>t'dl4 r|4 I 'd;: 7 "'b -> o 7 ,) 

_ ^ tl4'fe'_,J i-fel-d y(T%3(7, 3(p43 4i^3 . 

St.'td'f:! fd4(7(3 4, ,^(4 nlrf-'l'-Ty fe'Tdd 

f i'f'iS 37d4 ■'‘Itf'tifefy'ir'l I 

'Td'FfTI 4f':|f4y7W4 'd-'f f.'-'lry '‘life fed yiTd ddt'.T 
>i;-^d4, 3414 (33 475:34 7 7,73) 'd4 -4f4 yfefyfefd 3(3'"' 
f4d j'K4 y|3r74.,-_i3j_-34| Rf-3:3 

'dfe 14-14 3-57t7li' 4H74'f33 7 ^- 33(-4 37 . 3 , 

•TfeCd 51^17141 44733 4415 .Ifvf 33 33 r47''-‘ri ^ffei 
‘'4R14 ydTl7d4 P'3, I ■ijrflj7H4 '>( 013 " fddfed dl'dfd 

31.4 yvll 73t--||fe'd74 'dfelCllfb 74 il'5 dirjffeydd 
3l'‘|3 3 73 '.((f-f 3|(33( Tfrs, yfe?,, dfe'TlS 

3lt3 ^[3=4 4T|fyyi4 3.173 3f3tfed7-y 7,(3|y yfec^,'’ 
1^11113 3 d4fel ^Idjfer'fd 4:73 ^:4(|7 5 :" 73 pr,-^ 

T:,r7j j £i > 

“Vm, kn.nv, hrs, I, nr ,v,-.,.rivi( h you, Nvhilc n„u 

"IK l'3lilni,3 (,ur cause III Aliica”. 33 ' 3441 ''ttftpfe 

433 44t!F".Tl7vf-,. ^ 


'iltfyyi 77 7" 3174 'dfei 5-737d ' fdfF-f 33 

34743 7Pt|7 -dlfyd'-ffed-'^rd'^ldfedry CP*t 7d'cy 3< 
3 43l4 ■'"'T T' . "fel Vdb" dFdd 373 TStd^tlidl •-jydt-lyr: 
3 3 473 3fyd ^ffeyld 37dk ^737-3 ' -343 W'fe 
31733 73f'df 3-7'37'3, Ti'fe-ifedl -ildd yfei I yfe 3(4 
3T733 3f-.4 '4-73, 3l7‘^3 34314 3=73, ^"5^ yry rw^ 

« 'feSI 

^.I^_^M3 37V 34FI f3p3fe y-fT^y, 3i3(,f3 3(7.3(33 

-,7 . WdP feR^d 3f3f7d3 3^451 • 
^1- 3413 t' , 47? I>5f7d3 3'-7dlf33fd C37y[?(fl 31 ^'dfer3«( 
3fe733 37. 73131414 374 nyi^l 73f3ll3(Bl 3373 3 "5 ^3 



5lfICi I EXn-ii -£,l?f f>r-t^|^ U'^T,\-m fcl 

— CTi^'s I 5n<i’?i 5Rf,^?i'.i iig^sT i fsf^ 

:r>>H >r1(:51 ‘Ilf's CTt'4 \m<irk-\ l 

fr-f^ifi^ fi»TTl 5 iriH 51:5 '& f*l’'T' 4 ' 4 '-t ‘llf‘ifnw^r.vT 

■fffla'in 

"J hal you (uuld lliink ol Jiiy scliooJ .is the. liglil 
aiul llic likely place wIh'ic your I'lioeuix boss i ould 
take shellei' vvliei) lliey are in India, has aixen me 
n al pleasure and lhal yileasnre li;\,s gretii ly enlianeed 
\\licn I saw those dear boys in that pla<e I write 
(his leitei lo thank yon ioi’ allowing' \(inr |jo\s to 
lieeome our boys as \Aell and thus loiin a li\ing link 
in the Sadhana ol both ol Our lives. " 

'■dlCf,^ -‘if '4'd5 'da ( 

'.‘id (WX’l (;2F!p<fldt -Hdd I 'i|5 d'sdd 

dIdT dMd -t-dd Br-dfo/Old I 

dfOld -Sif-m dlPI -fit -■'■.'dl 1 ''11-fl^'l 

•1"tWl:5l'f (:?:|Cd eld Cddl ec'd '/'Ir-bl I 

dflaid-ieOi i dT.^f eif eld dM-K ddd c'deR i 

dlO&' ild ^l1y,€ldd1lR fddr.5d. 'dt^Ta 

TiTVf ETl’dlh 'ddd dfd-'-l dlfirRl'i ( ) 

'liClf?1?i 2,7,7[ -iiifiT lE-oi frofu; i 

Tif,| rif.fdr.id'i ai'ei Rifi ■set deei fhedfe i 

dl 'fd'J Uyl 'idsrdldOlh b 1 di 3 ’''d'C‘] snsj-^ r-niriy, 

’vCdTO; Old1d C'ddHl" I 

Id-fnfl ■fd'fTlerd'l 5l'.£ldl ‘lihliJr-1- 5dd I 

^]T.^ 'illlS’d 'H'dddlsi. sil'SO'-l, C-l-lflff '•'1:5 fn I 
d ifad ''ll di'd-l Rleiddh dei il'R'i I 

iii'' 5lei-'f*i’'-'T'd'eil 'dt'^IC-i?i '’"li-i'.d '-idFl '•ti'a d1^‘[ 'rddhl | 
'■'llaIsFl f.re'S cA'f.w '51R.1; dcd siKrr.:, -dReid ed 
'i\d ■fh'ntdU'? 5ia<i'i. 'si't 'jar 'riislR d'fdds' 

‘ll^2■fdro■■^^o I 'diCl&l d'dt'ildtfr'i' dkd 

'.disrdd (cdyr-iiidt I ■•tidf-teTld lld-i '^ill-'i'.'-l 

oeid d1, 'idlb dC5Tr5d-''''l’he leaehers and 

students over\\helined me with allcf tioii, the ren'p- 
lionwasa Ijeautilnl t eanliinalion ol sini|)lieil\ , ail 
.and loN'e !’ 

Wif ‘Illdeoi ddd 'Sll^ld'lldldl fiddlfai C'dr.f 

■lii^ <i1'5l f-Pi'M I 

fd'® <ii di'did '•'HftsFI'i 'ded- 'iieit.d FtsRtd ■'■Udd 
Riid ?T.si1d1 I ‘cffhaUd CdCdd b S CR'p'ildl 'Olid C'dhrcOl 
OO 5T.di',5 I 'dIdiisFt e-ll^lkdlO ■'I'itk' ^Idil dFdt.'id I 
fed d'sd’ir 'Ocd edio.d ^bldfeldioi 'd’d dfdd 

'dlfetd^ld hO(l5di7 s 'fd&l? CdO’si f^leifeed'l I 

■'ll'lilsft 5fkO 'feddld 'ic'd Cdt'fllfc'i CdCd '-idl'd 

fec'i'fecdd dlfe^S C'dldCddd^ (Ff'4d1d Sfdd I s‘Prd. 'did 
dVdld dOld CF'id'illCd cdcd 'Idf dlfd'^l fbrs ‘df-tiifs^ 
dWd cdld' '-'Jdl C'dcdd I 

d1# dl'lkWt ‘Ilfe'fdT.d'^Cd 2ir.dd ; 'odd ddladt'd 


dlC5d ^IldCd-dd dB-llfei, dtOl) '-llfd- IddCb-i, d'-fS 

'•idFi '^tlr.dd dtcd tbcd 'dtro i 

'dl€1s?t ■Sll-^id 'dftkdd dCsi d>Tt i-C3 'dPfr-rpt .ii i 
feld dC^td ®td'-l dl'-iei '051 d, 'itd fef-fdt fTtfitdei-rt 
5td-f*|’d4dl& Cdi dcfidOd ‘ii^T's I fefa dl-n' i|1d- 

sVlddlcO fddCdd .:- 

"T-Tldld Rddhtl dl-fd IddilO ■' fd'-Tdfer'id 

dfe'i femi 'Pldlfbdld I Rtfl iOfeVd dfed 'ilRfd-feoi 
d'seii Rl'C'dlF-n d-'fi'CR Rt'l'i'' -Ffedld I CdR'dribldt 
■-ilbCd'd 'dfndC'^b dfe f'ttfTl'if S fl^l-dRI rddsfe dim dCdd 
RC-l 'old I Ss’tr'i '-itd'lfel'd ■'ittdT i iirnlvn ftdd 
f‘l’-'t-ddT 7 't rh'.T Tilled. TdRit'dldl dHdfe rd -jd f-te^' 
tfeil 'did dOMld di-iri|fdd fdddt-! dlF^ d'Cd I di-' ddR 
d-'ll Rlfd ■[‘Idi'l-fd-irC'd S’'1dtfe-ll5 I Wl- ddSTTi f*bdai, 
dl'il dtfiSCd'i I dhild'j ilE 'dfl’dt I5ld drn 

E'dd I iii: fd'ICd ddld^dl'Od ssldlfed f ifd dfdCdd 
fd'd-cd'ii de ^ddd id, idd d '-i-nid-i ih'td 'fdrdpr 
M '5ld ofi'C'i I f ifd fdtfTtd1'fe''icd7 dfeerd, "fetcoE' 
hi ft dft 'iiro i" 

RTR Tddrdd ''tfedl'dfd dIdiM 5 dl'diCM'.Sd 'd'O? 'd'dd 
C ilsTd dd'C -J I •n'dld^'dtC'ld' de? dlOlF i-tei -‘J fdd'ei 
di'di •ife ; '■-tl-f'lfet ife ■ddV.'^c'fd' rTcdife i; dei dl-o'i 
'tdl'drdt'-'I'E S'lf^edd fd‘[t>l dOCeid .ii | f^rti ddCdd Cd 
fife COlOllfed 514 ‘i fd’iFdCdd ddd'i fddCd SRd ^rda 
I'.i; dfed dC-i 'Ol'd ddlCd Ttll-dfedKCd, “ild'l fed'-I ■dld-f 
dRC'1. fd- ® O) dfel d-d'dk idd'di I iltdilfeid dC'.-j ilfd 
Idfe’-lild si’-p-l ; iJiv fd^^dtd ■-'tCd dldddfetC'i fuf-r 
T-il^ld 'df iSI 'ddd ■S'l'S'dl'i' C'lCd b'Cddft; 'ilfl ^-U fife 
ild fedCI’d RCdd^ CdlO'.d-' drd TiCdfi-Cdd I 'ilhffe'l 
d id C'Oi 'll feCi 'f^dl 'FdCid d| I ild d''‘d1r-l 4i 
■TRdf dddlfl ir;;dCd did OC'd 'feOifed I fifl f-i'CSR 
rifrr.d p_.:d fecdCkd il-elOfd didl I ■•ldt!5''it''l 'dd' 5:d 
C'-idvi, fdT® ild 's^dT ■i-idTr'i: del feci 'dtfnrE'd '.Ti I 

d-fr ‘i 'd'fdd dCdT afidtCd ddl d^fl Ci^ 1 

'i'd'1l5''TlC'-'ld' TRC'-ildTi' C''iC'<T 5l4-f‘pit-4dl TtiU|r.|.,- 
dld'fld 4lC5r rdcd elCdd (>" dtb, didcO I df ^idO 
■'i1d >y<xm fed I ilte-id dce d'd dd'itd te i 
il'dcdl •dfid'sdd .ilffeiT •.|t|t fedd dCd T-ieir-i ^'dlf-l e 
511 1 iil. '1fe4, Cd'dir, dl'fd d'-lfe 'did — ifldddldldl 

dd 4lW dTil 1 RidCd 'dtdddddlfi 'dd'giRd ''fefiR 
(ii dif, iisift ) ‘.rfeis^t c 4 tid bcd c'^feoi ; ife'-id fe^ 
4fe ‘dcd fe-Cd ■fid 5l“4CRT fecd ‘tlfefdebid iTt'4 OCd 
C-^ldd'l I ff-fe?I fl'Til'i'IWd dT? ■dtil'V-ld Cdl'i fed dT'l 
bid I ilerd CddlT'd ''hdd dfe SOfe— TTCd4 fedCdd dfe 
ill^lddldlCdd Fik C'id I 

irf dFdd -dCd ( ibiH ) 'Ffed-tihl 'fdfejtl' 5r-i 
itd'dd R'fedCd •■'ftftstt TRTldT CdilCdd >ie? ■f'-ifri 
feed'l ; 4Td'd de^ 'fec'ld dlcdfe-lld ■Sfddd ‘j 'ilTRtssd 
i'ld idfe I 



^ T|1r.7^- ^>fiTF7Tfv( '>\‘i-'^ — 

'■'11‘li‘^^t TTfir-TTii'-i -!.ric-^m iirj-n ctiT^TF f^cm 

''\‘\^y^\ry' •i f^l^Tl'r-i T-in?:^ I 

=T^ 1 ^Tr|v| irR-TilMi'.^t 

''l1l'.•^ll'?[•>''.'1• '".'’■'il'i f'i'3l'it I ?i-i'ii5‘*ii'-'f 

C^l (71 ’T:1';?I <:W.-'\7. i;i TOI*-! f^fo 6 ' ^lf>Ti:4 ?i4lf‘l“£ 

^'1—1,1 T^7\^ry]VA:r\flP^ I 

•1-H 'r-i-1 -■'if'bc-i I o\i( 

'il '-i'l '>T‘I iirC'T-T I *llf^f'|('.-i^- 5 r :.7 fjT»ll7;:|^' ^Tvri f^fn" 
v;-i^ I m i'c-rii I ■Mlf;=nt- 

.■\f..n ■''^l•(( •;:| r.i M o\]-7--j 'irlf?r iir^f'l ';||-|T#1Vr WC 7 W'-n 

■i-'U.Z I 'r'I’iVi; -n'lH -li-, v|r^- 

■> 1 '.?? ''llilvt^ C-IC^CJ', 3''l-i 'fif ■if^'l-'iC^ 

■n-fr'i ■’-iKTp ^“51^ 'j I -f-ft <?Frf^l't 

•i-n ( i ) ^f?rTl3trf (.■3[3t’il7:^f^ 

'-il'-iil’i't 4h-n ’K'> '. £4^n'C't SI ‘i 

l'j|3l (;43 3'-'ll’'3 fb''.<-T 41 I i;Kw4' 4311 (71 
b'l, -Ji f'l'i'i-l '41^41 4f4 41 I - 5 -C 4 -.|f,-vn ;irjn 

f-;M'-.-T-:i 4l4l fb-l I Ml'-ti'l^l rw:*|-,i itIS- 4^4 sf^r -liif, 
3iV'*r4l'4 -rt'iiT^rT -'’"0 4Tr44 1 ^1434 ' 5 t 4 ri_;,.T 

4141 •131 £'''l?;4®' ^i4 41'j'n 4lf?I, :|(:4 44 nj..i, 

:i|.i3ri 44 btM31 4344^^ 4l4t431 f4y£4— 4tb/-Ttf3. 

ii'.'|.ilf3, ^|4|4'-llf3^ I -“1 'i ■4 ‘jr Pri' 4S|v|^y| 

W7i, C'l f-^7:*|-4'-l 4C4rb?3R, 31 •Mah;iliiia Gandhi's 
lih-as' b|f.y4 '-'t1wnf4 fa 4 'p 3'4'f4f53 3d'C4 34i'£ rrdt41 I 

Ji>i* r.'ll'-'l '-'llr'''l44 T44"''l4'1 irfT'.'T'f '-'114341 <11 1 '4C44 
t'i'3if'ii'^'l44 4i’-n C'M I '-144(:4“F "tt-V|Tftr4 i|47;<i4 

"’•n bhVi ft4 44,4 4iMl'-IK4 'dtftni fb3T4 1 

4 ;' '>I-I3i' 44 II'?-i|'-'I 3t4i 4413I f.-l^ J'CKIHPJ 

^“4314314 S'-i j I ■4lr'.3Hl7Tf iir^ICbd I C>l''4t4 c-'|(7Tr 

4 H- 3 -ril irl.'lr-i 3-1314 1 - 1^44 -^rA ( 41 ^ 4 ) 

'-Il4l3l 5|'14 *,14 4|‘|c-l 3 - 14 " 4 ft (714144 f-;|<ii 

444 If 4 4l’l 4f.'1 4lr44 | {;44t4 'dl-.fl'fft ^I'-rard 'jSTlft 

’ilfi 41 4(,4l4i'.4 ’1 c4'''if33 441:3 "sil'f.’r-l I 

bbbC' 414 1 4a3l4 4i-fl-44r3r4 433 '47(507 1 

'-IMil4-t 1 , 44 : 1 - 411.-4 -Ji1r.Hl44 447:44 I ■4-?i't7fV(l'-'l 
‘-■ilr-li444 44 -n r-'lr^ i>K'K571 | '-thsft-l 444:1 \j3j 
■■-r3l3.-*l, 3l4(3l-( •:i4l'?4t'34 bWI "'hb 4 ■413314344 t^tfT 
f'T-:i33 '■ir43-1-l I 33 ilCdd “tlftsf- 1 3433^1 (^rMTI, ^3'-3t) | 
1ti4 a-Tl('.3tb^ 5341 I 441 4li7a53 343' Tfe34 
•133 5114 - 7:3 -4147314 41 I '-|1iritxft4 47 :^ il3>rfC35r4 

-.4-13154 r 3 ‘lir. fftirtff 3 t 3 , 43 t -4 43t‘lb'iff 514 ' 7,4 

ii3f3 I 

>44 0 >rl7-4 44t3r.|1'5| -314 3*14 ■41*6131 >144 WT.4 
i»r-34 41344 I '4 334 3da c>n>i 3Kf451 3434 'd'-'ft 441'! 
43>I3b ; '-rift'ft -3l3'3 34t''-t4l4 4344 ft? | 4-lil?4l'-'| 344 

fe'-lft ^M-T 34 -4 ii34 fe-4f33 rc-rl 3l73n 44334— 

341341 41*11 --Tl 434 4t 3!4lf' 3f63 fb-d I 

3t4'44 ft3l4 34234^ '-H'ifWt 3>l344 3*l4 '441'^ 441 


314334 3lf3ftlf4 5-'C'l I 33? 4434 4;\~ 

3^lf'43 3341 ( 341 ■i!3^?l44 >3)£> ) I 4ft 4344 ”(:<fr4-„l- 
4131 4ft34f345 4|3<ll5’'4 ftife Tofl i1l34l"4 434 334 'JlTr^i 
3>l3f<ti 4-144 I 'd5‘j il? *lf3, 4-T3 3‘i'3*f4' 44 C7fel 

■5''3344 ■35(|34 '-'il'-'f-nC^ "413 4lf334 ft-343b | 3if»f 

, 4:34136 fg;^ I 'i|t.|l344 55|1»j-:f-3 '44l3.i 

3'434 4f3- f4344 '431'ylST‘l | il44 ■*1t4'f4‘'3f41 3413 3343131 
■51l4l3H4 43*3 441 f'lftfs 4433 I 34441 3l344 44*t1>r4 
■5334 '-r\:5l434 f3f5 34 f3f5' 41-11344 ■fl44f'r3t'l ; 

■41441 "441434 “illW ®’'4's4-l3'E7 ^ftl344 3l4 4lft 43fb \ " 
ft3l4 3'-1l4 3r''ft4 34 ?j 45 3‘5l345 344414 '416(4344 >1345 
3?f4'34 '41--tifwT34- <Fl4l';1l34 ''1lfe34 ftc-sR 1 3'-|.i 
44t!f4l'4 34 3144 344, 34l6 'il'-^Tl >444(4 I 

il444 4341 4Tl-^3l43'?'£4 441 4"ft'fl344 ^7i3l 
?f3'''jj.4 4444 M 3- 4 3'i1 '-I'^l^ >151 4l4T3 ?C4 ^IfCb, 4-114 
f?*4 443'44 4347 4"ST14-3T3|- >j ■l4f4-'4344 'd'-'lf 4'(7T 34-it4 
<■34 53434 I iflifils-'l '-141 3443441 3434 iTf64-' | f^fa 
34M'-I1 ••T'434-1 >rft il? 41 t7t -di^l V'l 334 f''£f4 ■i|4*l3.T 
2I1-I37l‘( 44344 I 44(3‘*T1'4 ■‘tlf’?ftr345334 I filfd f4b- 
f43 434 34344 ; '44. c'f’f43Jl4 'dlff^ir fTftb*? '-'ir-fr:: 
'■114344 41 ; 343*14 443'd>('l >143 34‘il'i' 3^14 44>f1'-ll34 | 
44l274l'-'l '-I4l4 63-4 3''1344 I '-'JTI '4Tl4 £"341 I '>H(i(5"1 
■44*14 3T1'-1 44344— 44l!5'4l'4 '-114 44-34'4 1— 

"i?l44 45'l4 '«'!'1134 414, 4>4‘'1l4l4l4 4341 l" 

■4 -5 '-171 1 5-b4l4 4l£lf45il '-Ilf (#14 3'44 f\ f443 
44 I t if'l 444 4F?14131>( 4r1>icb7, 3»t7i 3I111 
4434 434 *ll>ft4 I 4'll4r4l'4 3>5“|<rf4(34 *113 4'4l>l is-’.ii 
4434I4 37l'44 434 443'^I4 3134' ■4f3'r'44 44f3 l" 

44l!?f4l'-'1 'ft*J 3143(4 fetflftirl 34l[r4 '414 S43- 
blil(34 (^4 bljoib 4l344 3'5lt7^' fHT4 ^4 31437 
>7434 344 5T43b4 I *14(4 31 4 — '54 3 344 i.-33 irrjr:, 
■47.'44 £747 I f4*f3l43(4 414 3l4 '’514(4? I 43 .I'-l-i 
434 f^(3'i 3''lf33 i''344 I ‘(1'l(w( 35'l4 (71*434 I C>riT>-! 
4-7iTl4 '(hflBft '3 4'*?4l4l3 4ft4 4357 34*4 4433 51344 
4'4r44, 4(44 >n 444 i! '^iTT, 3l33 3l4 ''I34'513l34 4/3 
C4(bl341 sfei 44 i :i1'-a'1 '1514344 fk‘‘J'otwii4 4fPfl4 
4'-'h I 31444 ft4 f4®4l344 4lW 3'-'l34 111? ?t57-l4 f44l-i 
44*11(4 36-6 (434 "4(44 3(3' £ 434 (43514 I 

4(44 *tft4 353 'iT44f34’ ftr4 4lCi4 ; 3lt Bflifls?! '1 
4^4l4lt 4(434 34*133 4344 *1tf3f434>334 ( >3.6' 
(6? 34<p>ll4( ) I 41*((t"#(4 >lf^ 4(44 4344 4l4 34*1 
?3'^n ( 4 '3 -1/1344 4‘l34lb41 Too sacred and ])ersoiial ii 
character ibr recapitulati(3nb’ 

“I’hc visit to Santiniketa' 

was pilgrimage to me a’ 

f4f4l4 *(34 '44 ®r146T( 4l';4l 343*1 ^1344 ; 5llf(4(- 
434 34*11 4*433 35l34, ■f3f’T 3l34 (%55l4l 4344 “"ft 
34343 4l':4l 343*14 'i*' ’ (3(4 4344 34 4lf44'^ 413434* 
3-114(41 343>l3174 I '-IMI^I 3(34 4344 "GosaUi 1 
Gosala. But Santiniketan is India.” 




municii-al cazi-tth 


l*ln)f() : Hula Mabalanahi 




''il-ltwt '■p\ rtTi 

frc^rfe-fR I r7['£' rsFr-t^ (pj iil^ 'SFra'^HiTq 

^ f5f.-T -.tt€T&r<f ?1^:; fiiXT, 7i1pr;.-j , 

ii^rfif^- mcu^ ‘(tTr-ToIrr il?<-( w^<\ \ it's- 

I ^rlc^ i1 ’T^(:-^i i.i-r c*!^ ^[^tgt c^jj i 

^f^PT II iH (^r^8^, -iIl^f^F) 5iT 'Ar3 5 


’jjtftvT p?pfi I ol^ 5 ^"1<r^ Clift pipi ''j;c'ri- 

'IftTotC^ ■8'fffjf <|'lw ^^t<l '^tS'P ■'d'-tirrri'fl' 

^t'5 5T5|i ; ')i?rsr!5 i^Wfr ?lf Hfi pipr-r, iif'f TT'^-tlc^r-^ 

v.<t ■‘ftf’Et^c^vi ■ff-'Vofcrft f'i‘4*1wi?ppirf ip'nttii vjfs 
(^^((^ ) I 

'-llft^t c-f^l- TifpT CPS' I 


L^lvitTi vffr^: 7P7|.;^ i^.r.v, ift.|— 

n-Tf^ T^1-:T ^tZb, 'Ffnl I 

Climi m\^ ’f ^lf:i 
"cd-^rr^ ^ft'-jirr m ^^nf:\— 
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'■l-f'f'Ttro l'’ { ^C'Tt'IMl 

'^-f-i ?r^tiF^t'4 iS'J ^f‘£T'rtt"-i1’^?7F =-^'rT\ 
cw^nry] f'l^f-c-rifl'i' f^^ci fTTH ''Ir® 

stI^tIt:^ I f tf-l C'-lt'I'-h ; "Tln-I'e 

is only one hist<ti'y— I lu; lii^Uny (tl itiaii. ;\ll nalioiial 
liislojii-'s arc rricrch' clia|)tci's in (lie lai'n'ci' oiic. 
Ami vve arc ciaiitciit in India In snllcr Jiir sncli a 
yical c.uisc.'' 

ilV 'rili^'fTTT- ACd CtM^ 

fe-iit fiT-i yyiyrs ^f-dl Cdl?n. C3-1Cb, ^- 

At?7R 'V-/ i-ar "'-]|-'pi 

fTIt^^ll " 'dElA TRR I '^'T irlRR 

'ctf-TTR fifd Uc'll’yrr^-f : "'■.•I-IH S'lit ^■T£T'I Al'dTR 
■-i'£t®® ist-1' >f- -i-iw ^-ri 

•n , £ fA,Tl^ .(ri: rI^r'I i -il^-'i cts- 

■'ito.i TO' '•mU’i I RtR (TR 

•rf-'i'l ®t';''Rrd TOHS' I " ( 'I'lfif'FRi^'.R— 

''Mi ) 

S'il 5-f::-4'>r RtRic If-llci-i ^fRTtit' bH 'iTOf ^-"Cd I i'fd 
R nAd-Rl 'ifTtitd ^lli?ilTO TM'l 'il ‘ltd f-i‘.t iIdZid 

■sff^C'id d'Ri didlHi ‘idT; I fol*l 'dbtd 4'TOTd i 

i.dii'^id ':®'f;''l dlTtd dd ilcdcd ; di 
d'Ti'd Cdtf^rTOkd TOlfTi 'nl'lTO 'dIdCd 'Ivd AfS' 

■-HdTO I " d'd-dlfM fbftn fif-l rd'-llkd ;■: "'StTOCld ^RT 
Cd fdlfdffid •rtlf^bdRTOR' '-tfldl Rid d'-fd 

■i|tC'lk.'*l d CdR-dAfd 'rUdRR i rd I 3 ■5’t(i''ltfR'd- n-i’i 
d'-lfld 'j iC'ttd ddk.'dd irit® ddd l,dd di- ■’dlRfd' :|?7r 
Rlfdd— ’I'f'll'TOd TOR'S-1 3'-ll<a( CiV'Pl rpi] l" 

dl'Cd ’d-i ■•it'-TTO f.dt'd dtd'C-Td Cd'i' dtrd fdlj- 
'IfdRt afiik i: TO I i|i' dlTOd '•l7;-n TTOi'i 4-fdd Rli'- 

^dlTOTld dkrl ■•r;; r?ai' Sr. I d'k 'dtTr‘r d'll'm dR'TO 
fMCd fTR dRICt'R ‘ '"jd! i dfe Told TO.-i cd TTOfd'd 
ddd dCdIdTO 'RlRdlfeo 'ddd A?7dd5 old TO l-CTO d?' Cd 
(•rltd-di'CTO TOT -lldd ■RtTOl dATTO RHA TOd f.'fTO'i’.b I 
dfd'/;dd ‘illm dA'R, ' qTOd'— -iftdd-l S^dtfP i TOdl I 
dddTT.Ad 'dd-t'l TTtlA:l TOITO dd'd ^T-lfAd R1‘C-I 'dr-ttirdd 
TOr,d, TOd ddlTO il-ld TO Sd, oi toII (A|(Rr5 Cd, Al'Cl 
Aid TOlTOl ’-'l-f I TO fa . RlAt i'C'ITO 1 RTOlTO TO'ld 
d'lR 'iltTOId d>id ■Rf-'lf*l 'dRd dadfiA Rld¥ TCd'CA. A'^ld 
TOlRd Cd‘la TOldfd dJA fTOl dtA-fd-A ARI STOTI i" 
■dd Rd 'df if&A kllf AtdAtd TOFT ; dR fd^j : 

AdTATd^dtCT I 

..‘1? RtTO&dfAd'Ald dldt TO'd '^fkd llAd dRdtd s^dT 
f ilR dlddCd^ ®t4 fTO ddCTOT t “Cd ddi TOd C'dR A1 RTT-t 
dC'-'l c'd'lfiRtd fd 'Vdtd TOi'd I ill' 'dAtf^Rld 'ddT Rir 
dtd's^lfld? dT.R fddSid dR-1 ‘-TOdtd rTOd -£I?7IC5 I A1 RlR 
TO TOlkdll^Cdd TO il'ddS Rid’J TOR I Rid '3 AlTO, 


R';¥td Cd®l CAdS dtCd, dd !j;l®tR Ad'i'TO il^-t-TS TO'd '•fC'-'f 
ddCA TOi" ( ddtdf dlRlddl— dM 3 a) 

(R ATTR At®1 H*t Tort 'itf Afg a pm R-gd Rd , CRlACR 
dWd R1 TfCd ■RrA&liARATO fofA dbRI ‘TOl 'S'd, Cdl 
ATtrTO' 5fd CRlfdTid'^ dtfTOtd CTO3 d^fd TOlt TORd I fii^f 
■frodTORT ''S'-ffTOTOd ild-b'! W4\ Rtfd ■ilRf'C'd AtR '^Id 
TOf TO'TOrfSy -dt TOi—TOlA dTOI R I CdRCRlAWd 
'dl I fidTOA RR'i! fdf'jT ilR'RC'AidTOl RfddTt'^i I dlf^vH; 
(:.^l1'CA'CAt CRl il'CTO STOTidid TORT dtdl ^fCR I CAR 
A'kAR Aft'-'li: I CR^ ikdR' C'^lTO dl RlRO? AlCR''?' CAft 
RCdl I ddl TOfRd 'fTO? CTOd- CR3 dJ3th't£ TOT'Ct I P-n 
dtdd >rld1dCTO TOT iJdt ilAfF ■ifrd'ltd Tom RATC'd?'? TOAI 
dCR dtCR ; CR? il'CdM (APM ®'RR:1 dl fd'J ildl dCR AtCd-T 
RdAR f:|TO (AkI d-TOl l" ( difTOtd fbfe— Rdt;ifdf3 ) 
CRlfdTO^ RlfRRlil RTOTO fd‘Cl'CddC'R5'Cd (A ?#rfATO 
'old dtdt -RtTO ddlARf-'t Rd-'RCF Akd qfodMR RffTOd 
dTO'oR: '‘.ild^TOI RdtRt fd'Cirl^ TOpfoR ill' R>rlCdTd 
olA'dld I CRR-f CR'-'ttRRtR 'RtfAXAdI dddlfTO -RRl'C-lTd 
TORdId s drd fd'tdTt'dt I Ali' CTR-TOfR fdJfXd Rf-TT. 
CRRt'ii a TOACSTd dlRt TOR'-Ald '‘'f at CTOdCd RfdA 
TOdfS'-'-l I fTR fFd-d R1 I iJXRd R'^ltRd'ld fdJfCdf dtRl'i 
fd-ldl'I'l I RfR 'Rf'RdtrA RAA ilif RAl?! CTOfd CRfd 

TOi'tro'R AfCd'd S'TOS T-r'ii -rtTO'd AfXRd R'-tl fbAI 

dMT& I il RfRf fbdfRR fpd^Cd fdRI C^fS d'RXS Rl'Cd '•fl I 
WP ARtTAR RRf'n RRA RfRCRd RRRi'td 'R'iRo, i] 4'vf|i;-| 
d'SdlR 'dC''lR RArdflA R'dl I RXd' Atd^fd d^dXA'i' i^Cd I " 
( dlHdfd fbt?;-- ■'ifgt ) 

rd'R TOf'R, RtXRfddR 3 At'RfR 'Scl WiitdAldM 
R3tA >il-lTRTdf(^' a RfRfdd-1tR fd'fC-TRtd fofad ‘3'-fd 
RfAfg'l MbTOlf oAotR T;f|i..c3d fdR'Cdi' ‘ltd RlTOl^l bf-Rfd I 
fTO[ ■illRR'-f -iil'CR RdPf'i'dld 'S '•'fiffRdkdd TOA CTOd I 
ilf-Ml ifd-; Rt'UrTOtd Rl' TOdAfR bTO Xfd'IR RXS I RfRCRR 
CTOdd STO -Rf ilPA CA 'fd^f-CditR iftRR d^fdR RdRfA dTR 
fro- -CRl TbAtdtRfd b'dd TOdtA Rl'CR Rl' RR-TR I Rl 
TOCdd RXRTi flR dIaCRR a'Rd fR‘|tR RfdlR '•it?'— 
■■R'RRTTO' TRiitR •‘RfodlTOtR 'RdAR'C-f " flfd RRd' TOR 
TOR 'd-'RTA '^fXRR fd I rTO 'RtRfR'KlR fRCd' fAfd CRfdR 
Irod'f'TORR ;; “RtR 'RtCRR fd'CR' dTai RARfl I fR'TORR 
dkb di| ctoR RRd. TO CRC-^t RRd ? TOARfXRR TOf%rd3A- 
RR Sfeg, RATAtfeltCRR 'RffTOd A'ct^R I fd^'i RtTORR 
Too 'FtojIR I'tRtXRl '-33, CR K'ltR CRd'^d'l RR'l RRR I 
Rt‘h RRR, TOf'TOlCRR TOR CRRkvtiR f.RRTO RfR'IXR TOio- 
ll'CRR ilR-flT froiR 'RtRRd'IR RRCAl Rfd'® TO R? ''TdtKRR 
RXdtTORR fd'TO rxiTO T^flR RR'fdR R-RdlfTOA '-ftdR TOcTO 
R'ldtAtR' R'rAdtCd AWA RtRl ‘RfATOT RXR TOiRR TO 'otd 
TOR RRtRl fRXR 'RldlR TO'R I RTOTCW R’Sti'td, iffARffd- 
ltd MRAdCR^ Fdd RTRl fR'ffJf R^dird--' ‘RtTO R'RRfdTOT R^'fdl 
ARI 'RtTO APA did. TOR 'RAf'-f-ftRtRa TOTA 
TOf G'Al "RlTO^fdAl Cd TTOl'TO afd AlR^ '4dfR RRtR ■§'•' 
TTfSf SRTO A ITTOIF I " ( — ■RATAtR RTOl' ) 




7|7Ti^ 3'1'T^T I 

“If'-h tW'i " T-Tt^itrii^ ^tTiMlft 

Vflir I i]^-.T ft'a sf.f-.Ttq. 

'irt^lqi -il'^Ffft ’J v[-;^tqt,-firq 

“ c’if'i'i qi 

wuH “jq'-l '^^rtqr, 
f^lfjf ''tfqM c4v^' '-it^F. 

^-.1 ‘irfft- ITtrr.^'! 

'ft®! fT^R Cit^'l T[f^ V[?f -|f.,|; 

^n'^r ffT- 1%— 

'f';t 7 :vr (;<Ftfi; f«|^ -^f 

qtif® Fftnrr II 

f^*f C^^tF FT'® qi -I'C^ ®tP1<-T 
fqltqfHs sft'cq ^FTS r^rfi-tr^r, 
ft^t (TFtfF cisTFr qtni'Tfr (FFtF-i' 

?'c^t T\iw:^ \ " 

''flFR? 'sf'Ttn fbs q't; i- t'-r i utr q^ft frfr -iiq'.r 
‘-'jtff'-tfT 'iftsTt'T ® F'^tFri sf.T qtr i '^tlTtqit qqT r:’Fr#t 
Ft®r i cw ^iftiTiq ftr^T ^ftft 

iiq# c.Ft I qiiq-t >fC)t?i 

^^*1® c^nt'^^i ^'¥n J^tf>nTi qqtF 

SFf'^fqi CFTFI qt^tFI 'Kf? '•'f-T fT^t??! 

i^'t qtftqi bf%fii c^H I 'rfti?qf?:'-'tq 'rfb® tiJ' -.llq (.q? 
sfrp=r(q -^[V|q '-1^^“^ frW I ‘ffm^-^ff -ifq O-'-Jm 

cq't I fsfq TTtqtr'f'f FFF?PT qfF qtfT "iRftfrtfq "etIwI 
FCfiq# '.-ttq FiifrTTqq qq '■.tfqF f‘ff='r7Trfc;(FT.“i fifq 
Ff^Ftotft I s ^f'Tbtqqi qqtiFqf-.'fTF i 'wyrw fF-T 

'left "^Flft qrq-tc® 'ii'c-H- F'.'h qftfqq'tq 4^-: 
tlFf?? fFi^tqtfrs (7fr®t';fT F^tffjJT, cq ^trfnr F'^'ti i 

FftfFFtH ^qfqt't »f®t?iTt'T ^Sqfq-'t “tFf’Ftr® 

I fiTfrivstF fqr-t't^HI? 'TttfT qqr wtu^ i 

fsfq qftqtt'T 'S vsfrtfsft ^tqrq. qtf^r 

c-T-tst 1q<rfT®r:T--*l®*l® ftf-^qtF qf^tfrprt^i i ®fFtfr 
qt'Ti qftq qiftft q® Thzw fe?F 'iiqtfv® Ft?i qq qq 
TftqiTt '“ffs^ qqlfqii qfqqfTF i ifslq qtqq q^qq fiqq 


^M5I 0 5II[^|t|cj 

qqqq'l I qkr, qffqq ®-.^.rffq, q-qt *;. 'ql|qtf3, 

‘qf7:qHq®i s cqqtfTff/.'® q-t'iTi'fr'iq i ''£qfq°‘t 

'tsN't '''I'fqTi-r.TT q-q I ®t5rc.M q-^t i qvf qj^p sri 
Y't Hfqq'g^qqi' q'.l i qf^qb-.^ . i?t‘Tq^ji, c'Fqbiq, •tqtqiqTiS'q 
^tfq®tq & -WoW/H q'rcqr-'qftirqiq ^q-*t 
cqj- qqq qf^j cFfr^jq q^#r«|q q frFfifqrrq qf%q- 
f<FTqtq:qq q'-f<:qs qf^iR qfqqi— qtqtfqq q-l^qs 
fi'Mqt-r fqrq'i ; fqfq qt'^tqtq r>r& qq-®fq:i qqqf^q 
qji-q -qfq 'ifq^l fqq^ qqq qfqqi '.-itq qqFftqqqTq 
qfq.q qqTf‘-b qffqqfrrq-i | qfqfqqv qr'.fq rq S 
fqqfqlf't q^q-;itqqtq ^ilqqfq q'qt'53 qi FJ<fi qtFt .ti, 
FtFiTf cqF '.l5tq qT.lTt f.qrt^3Mlq|rq fqf.f ■qfqfrR'q 
•qt''.‘-fq’ q.]qiq ®qrq ‘•.qvffTi qfqqi cq q;|qi i qffFc®pi' 
^P. TH'ftcFq CTi' -stq fbqilq qf®'iq£i s qq;j' 5 l 7 :q 
qT'.q qfqqtq qqr qf-qi qfFofs'cq' cq ®tM fqq® q®q 
qfqfq qfs® q-iq'qfq'jqi, ^tFi qrqqT qtq^ 3 qqfqqFti 
fF Frrq qr^q y qqtiF’^ilfrrqnq qiiq fft 3 c‘tq qfrs 
q'lTc^q-q qfq'fFi cvq qfF'cq <'.''i, q qfir'qrr qfj'tq '.ffsqtq 
-Ff,K -‘iq-fr qr-A sfqf'‘f 7 ;qq qlqtfq (t'fi fqqfq qi 
'■-rftqqi -.-il:; qfqqtq f?q qfq viii-' 1 n qfff'ijT qiftq 
qfqtFT qfF'i! bRnrlqF. ii^if qc^q ‘ffq'TF q.TqfTq' fqrq 
fqqT qfqtfF® 3 qf-n t/cqq TFftqFi-qqqqqqqrq i q^qici' 1 
qv >rtff(:iq? qtwfqi 1 q ‘qf®qqq:i ’•jq^cqyi qf^q 
'-"I fiT-fqq F?qtqq — iiF qq qfq 'i.ftMtq q|qi iitqfrqq 
qtq.itq v-.k 3 fq-q qqt^v^ if-jtq 3 qs'it.r qq 3 qqfqq 

cqM qf'-Fo Fi-Tflr^ I '^tq-H, qlqq. qf-q-t;!, ^q.qq 
qbqtq cqq.( itFlq qqi-qfqq wViti qt?, 

qffqq Cbiqt i-j/.q qq qqftqqt ®fq-qifq 'ftFtfqiT, 

qqrqtq s q^qffiq '-qqi fqq ^tfiqq rtq'i 

qfq'f! qtFtq ‘t% s q'tfe, ilrfq cqr® 1 '.|i 3 

qq.ll ; q<l? iU-'l ®fFtq qfqqq f.|rq«f i),):; 

q'fq?;*lT;q.<-.q®tqi qffiq qfqqfrbq 3 qtqqqi , iitrrqqM 
3 qfqqqlr^tq qqqta qtq.T, (q ®tqtq qqq yf-qesr 
cq.T w'tfsq q'tf-tq 1 — q qqq qq<iT q'^q*! q^qrqq :qqi 
fq-qi Ttfts ^^qfrqq qcqi qfq f.qtq qtfFf^cqq 
qtqi qqq ®t(:q qfR® qq qft 1 cq^ qq, srqf^iq 
qfpqq qftqi qli^qqiq cwus qqqt®i yth s q[Si qfqqqq 
fqqfq qfqqlfkqq i * 

qtq'iq-tqFF'Cif' q‘'fqq #tqqq q-lqqq^q cq^-ti fH'qff^, 

qtqtq qT'rtqqa qt?rq fs'ti ^feqtfFq qfqq qq^q 


* JOSir FfqT ifT'tl’t. f'tqq iissi-qsq '-tiyil'-tlcq qftt 1- qqtf? *qtq q^Tfrl-T 
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vtlrl'i 'ii£' 41 ; '^\0-^ — 4i 'ol7-PTt4l^ '-if'-'N'l i 

■i4/j 4f^'Ci 4?:^ 4 s >i'iT 0 U I 
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4 dt’stcn ^j;ft''C4 •!! 
r.\0 4 ■5flC5Ttr4 

f.4l4 fr'Tl 'dl 

T^^0H 'iits5i1r,4 ; 

c-it?i‘ ^-1!:^ 

^-Tr^ 'n 

r.'in 0i.h '^'0 c‘l4 ‘ii?, c^lyf <'.*14 1 

4'-m 4'f'l3 ^0 UtiTfl 4'S >izn 
43|iT 4^d’i ojre 4tayii cna aft 1 

'iry;^’''Fi 4t4c^4 

^5- 7fr.7iw 'd-fM dt^tro 1 5jtrtic=^ 

u^ife4t 4ik'4 c-^fr-T ty orfri cm?;d4 wd 
CT 'iimi, >ityfl'T'-l \5l4i<ri^ fe 

i^m^ d# I 4t4' 5fd4i 4t4dtd yitr:^ dfe 4t <71 fw-iin , 
4dr-f ^41 F'tTd I fwWi ypft ft4tWd 

ytr.'®!^ c'l^i d4'3 di 1 d'tdfd 

Cd? ‘ld‘lldr 4^r,dd I dfedd,— 

4 dora dtcdf cdtoldtcd ysrlri^ c^rdi f-rd, 
dftcd f^dd 
4=5 d© fddld^d dddidl 
Ftfd did 4y5d1d fwt© dfe© dtfd© dl 1 

^51 d^lld dd. 'dddtd dt3f I 4^ ^ddtCdd Sdld^ 

^l^ld ?trd dddd 3]\©fldy ^ dfddl ^SPdl 


dfci J^tld d'fe '-ltd d'^tftd dlT4 fdl3t?y dyfdT© 

Fd I dtdd '^td'Cdd d?df 4© d© 1di5ddti?¥ 'ftd'td dd] 
©I'vtd drd "dd^d I ©ft’ ddTdtd''-^t© fdd^dtd !?fe 
^if0f ©t^ttdl d'^td 4ddTd did ?td f?d Id'dtd ddild 
dtdl fra dtuQ ©^fdt' 'Wsi' fdl3r1d d^lddl fefed ^ 
d?i ddtd ypi? d^fd y 
©fd wfd y 

dl5' div, da 'Sd &fd I 

Id did dldTF f?d Cd^fld ddild 
fd^ 4=-^ldy 

dfd dfd. Id dfyyd cdcd ct© dfr 
4^ dd1 

s-tdtli ©dSfld'^t ; 

4t Cdd 

dfedl Cdfd© ©td Cdtdld f^l'^fd I 
ld& 4dt d'dl— d'5T Fd 44' Cd^'I^Td', fd-4 dr^td d 4T 
dt^ I 'dt^rd dM dfd'n’fTdld 4d- dfdR d'4 d^lTSd dfddi 
ddl4t©l6d I tdfd ''•tl'd Cd dtd ■•'llfdC© 'dttd dl I 
aidfed Cd l>dtl>ldd 'did 
Cd1d dldfdd ^d! a d-Cdldld r 
fyildd -Sid dl"d—d afraid 
fdCd dl dt't frdl I 

dlCSft ©tddl ypfdm df© dt^ I 'Sd drdVdl ^fdCdd 
^4d) d1>ll dtfdl^ra ijfedi dl5t© dd Cddd did d?^ fd ? 
©t^- dfd fddtd dSdld >rdd d' CdlTd CbK'0 Wd dl cypfddi 

'dtldd dl I ^Idtd d'dld Cd Cajftd ^tdld' Wdf 'dld^d 
dfddi 'dll'i. ©Idtd '4fia diddl'd dd did I dd d'-fd 
fHlStdd Illfedl f'ifdUCdd ^ly^l^T dl^ ddld d'-'fd ©td-tda 
CEtl'd Wd dtldy I fd'^ ■■ifm dft:© fddldd TTtdl^ld 
©T4'1d d’d fd dH© dd dl V dfd Cdt dldtf-1 ddd dst 
df^C©ldd : 

45“ Wdldd 44' dil'-ld 4^ Cddl 
4dtd dfd C»td ; 
d'iTl d'd dfdld 4d Cddi , 
ddd dfd Cd't I 
dtdfd died ^'-1 fdfdld fdf 
dim dtdfd 15f©ld 5rtd fd| 

>ftdld CTa cafldd dtdd ©d '1 
fra fddld-tl 

dd4 dl'ra ^ftd d4ddd ©Id Wfdldd rad dfddlil 1 
dfd iot4ld fd'ltd dtftc^Td did/ do^lld 4^ ?f5td 
dfddtfra 4d° fd®f ^fdd fddi ©tdi dTd^d dfertiira I 
d^ ©Id' '©f4td dllf fdStfwi dl? I dfT ©trtd CSldtMd I 
^ dd‘tld f©fd “trld ddtd dfel ©tftd '4f© ^sraidd 
'srrat^f afdM dfddti^ i dfdtd ^ ^ fd'tfen ©dd 
dft ©fd frati^— 
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^^R'df%^ RR^c^ ^R'R^ ^fm-RR '■it'i, 

^t^T»ifR' .£]t 7p[ ?::7:^i% ^m^TTf -sr'ItRi 
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S7;-j I 5'"T7rrsr -iitRpn ^ R^RbR 

_ cf-. 

'^l?rs i RlS?; ^ s> ^ 4<r '■fR^ S'fRtrrr 

I m ^ cw*l caU 

RlSu s R1 s?i 5inT ^11 > s> > >f1c5f M1S s ?niR ill? 5Ri:?i'ff:-=i‘' 
^f1??RT:‘R ^R^ MliM, C5\rA’\ 65R csR cwR c^4i?. 
^tl3Rt‘4 'ii-HRc4 c^ R|:R^p5t ^"Rr“t 

cdl^, ^n?lR I 

R?:^l<r ^'RRcxjt RI^S b‘-'t-':il*l ^ ’TRRT^ 
5?:?i I ^R°<TRn ®rt 'iftirR‘4 

^tlTi c^.'d^T, ^€R sRi ^R d^tRRd 

RI^'Q i^'6(MA(A‘ RidciF^ i dRRi 

’ilpn RRtt® R1%'9 ^wR ^‘-^fi c5r:«I^, >pitwli>*ii ’t^tt 
R^^ sRiiM cbr? (?iR i >t”^^ ‘o^\' RRt^R 
45iR 4^ 2R^ R^SR^ cR^Hi 4ti;'4 rTs^sRr 
RRrRRH RR ’RRR Rfr^RTC^R ’jRRb'R CPfM CT ^R 
(71 RrR Rf ^IRR R’RRT'T (TR 1 ’®^ 'srRtl'R 
'5ICHR RRR RRSRIsR ^ R ^ 5R, RR 4rR 
R^ I RRrRR‘RR ^5171 C^l, 'lfla«ilr.'-'R 
Rot TRlSf 'SrR ^OTOT 4'^«1|5 ?1I R, 

'S ^gR 'siRRtfRfR RfR-’frRjR rRRri RT I 


Rfec9<l 4^' R'-iIiTRRrRr llR ^^RiR ^-TT m 
'■^'•TAfwc^' r'R : 

CJocI knows T didift ask for the jol) of coirc'clliin 
I at^ore. Il(* askc'd me lo. Also it will be vei y 
dillieull for his del'endeis in London if lu^ takes to 
pi'inting anything exeept liis best work. As a religions 
t('a('her lu^ is snpei'fhious. W(‘\'(‘ got J.ao 'I’se. 
And his (Tagore’s) jdiilosoj)hy hasn’t iinK’h in il I'or 
a man who lias delt the pangs’ or been pestered ^vi1h 
Western eivilisation. 1 don’t mean cjiiile that, })nt 
he isn’t (‘it her Villon or l.eopaicli, and th(' modern 
demands Just a dash ol' tiieii' insight. So long as he 
sticks to poetry }k‘ can be delended on stslistie 
grounds against those ^vho disagree with his content. 
And there’s no ns(‘ his re])eating the \T‘das and other 
stnfT that has be(‘n translated. In his original 
Bengali he has the novelty of time and rhythm 
and of expr('ssion, Init in a prose translation it is just 
‘more tlu'osophy’ course if he wants to s(‘t a lower 
level than that whicli I am trying to st‘t in my 
translations horn Kabir, I can’t help it. It’s his 
own alTair. 

^SRR R5RT RrI'I ilRiT’' "Am Rft I Arm 4d-T>TOT 
‘■''1'f'‘l>RR CRCR RdtirRd tot" RRRT ■fRl 
■srq*!! 4S' '^iVTym RlRift WlOT I 

d’agore got the Nol)el Pri/e beeauscg after 
cleverest boom of our day, after the fiat of omnipo- 
tent literati of distinction, he lapsed into religion 
and oj)timism and was boomed by the pious non- 
conformists. Also b(‘canse it got the Swedish 
Academy out of the dilTiculty of deciding between 
Euro|)ean writers wdiose claims a|)|jeared to conliict. 
(Sic.) Plardy or Henry James ? 

Tagore olwiously was unique in the known 
modern Orient. And then, the riglit j)eople snggc'sted 
him. And Sweden is Sweden. It was also a damn 
good siriack for the British A('ademic Committee*, who 
had turned down Tagore (on account of his biscuit 
complexion) and who elected in his stead to their 
august corp.se, Alice Meynell and Dean Inge. 

Therefore his Nobel Prize gave j)lcasurc unto 
the elect. 
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rR'^I^RR I rRri Rkr Rtc'j tR^'<}i 
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RtRW^ CbR RRT^ JJRf Rf-lR RrI I 

lilR -IR rr(T eA^{. IRI'35 i^'JFlTT'T AXA fA'OA 
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RFRR CRR '(5R^ '“IR I 

c^rf'-tR rR^ rr rrR I =Tf“R7R7:‘t nR crtR^ 1 
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^Rf ET-R-ra I Rra -ii-r rrR rI'c^' £]Wi 
TffR wiR Rr-'t '“fRt^R? '^1^ I 

^RR^r-'fl'r >iiOT rIrR ^RRltRRRa =rP i 
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(TR ^41''^ b'feR I 3IRR^TURr R:^l fsfRS 

'R A^AVXi 4trRT, lilR 'srtsiRt ^F-TI ^‘■'IR 'G ^T.A fe^T 
■%SfE‘(?T lilR ^tf4 'SI Rlf^ '^R'^f Rift 

■©IRfb, I 

<il RRSR 4t“Rl ^R7R4 4^Rl '^FR'J.TTTlft 

Rl^ CtJ^rt'^W ‘^tt«fl , '^'WR tSTTllR 'siRTRlftf I ftrR? 
'^R^R RRT <i'<PI, <rf”RRS b1<l RRR R ftR 4lR?1 

'ijR, R CRGftR R ^«ITR:^R RR W IWr 
CJflTRR CbTR'Q ^RT 'Q I 


RR] 4f*bTR<r ^'5^!RRR ^r^TRR 

fwtr'R RR^ft I 'SRtft'G I RlGJRfSr 

RRR RlTR 'SRF 4t¥ 'SRtR R^CbTR RtSRRft RtS^f I 

RfRtSRi ft'Sfgs^^, S4b: ftR R?R I 4“!^ A] 

RRlRR RTRl ^llRtTTS RRlR R Rft IRR I ^'Pl’^lRr 
RRCRR, fSift -m RTRTR 4R R4 RftsRS^ RRR I 

ftTR W^nrS l>ft C4 RtrR 'SRl RftSH R?R, 
•ilR 'SRRT ^4^ RRRI'-R RT-ft'JS^'T “iRf RlRR €tR'51 
RlRI RR i 'il ^IrR R'^IR 4R"'1R ■RftR-'GftR^ RRI RtR, 
F'rRr RTSJI RtRy r/RRRlR R1 RFCf I 

fXA^ RITRR, RRffRI AYAW1J\ RCR >TR^, RR4 4?:'SR' 
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R^-4ftl ■ilCRftR. R'RTR Rt¥ '±]A^ R¥ RR, R'-'ll Vh'R 
VG SRIR 41 CRtbR # I 

•1 RR-RR “r^liRTR ^ftRl AA^ GltR 4l4 I RR RR 
^4l ir-llRT RRli?! '-ilR" 4TrbR AVllj '-9 fftCR fRl'R 
C'llSR RRT RR I 4'''RR R'-'flrR RT-lfR ft^'R (RR I 

ftihrs, sTIr (■Rf^RR'l RTRJi Rt'4-'f(f'4‘’TR R714 Ri4G 

’TRIRI A7XA I WtAA il£' RlftlRtRS 'SRlRR? '*HR 

Rt'GlRt c4fS1 4vR MA '«'Cr 5‘ RftsR ='<4WtR4tR ftRR 
ftrf'b'S RRR 41(R I 

'Tf‘'4-4ff4‘-T'R 4)4 'G 4T4RR RSffs Rl-lR CRl RIR R4 
Rtf t WtAAX[ I RRR RRS '-ff-IRl 41 <(11^4 R4ft 4fY^lft4 
Rtb)4-|R4 *1%: RlTR R'Rlf ftr-R 4^f<iRl 41 ^tt4 R4f4 
R4R, 4t4RtR1 411414' G ‘•'rirR' 41 , ‘'ItlRR 'G Rt4r44 R4f^ 
4f GitRl 4'44Rt4 R^I'RR RH 1 Rit .“I cftTR 41‘14 4TfR4R4 
'4 g 1 Cv|r4 4RRf C41R 4444 Gt4R4l4Rt4, fR-J-^I^SH 
R^f RlH , 4v[l44 f<jfif4R' 44 ‘flfRCR Rt4 OlipS 'f iTlb I 

(R^^lR-'dR 4R4, "sflft 41 RCR RlTRl ftF§; RlCl? ftRI , 
R4 iTRt 4 4te 4^ 441 RirffR, f4R (R RUTRI R^T^RTR l ” 
RtSRtR Ril'llir fsrft Rt4l') ftiR3l41 44444, “CRl^ 
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%^f34 W7717 (71 4#3l% 3#!, 4(44# 473 3l# 4#f 
sSef 454^ I 547131 444 Rt4l7#lf^ 4473771 3l77TI 
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ii)j C-'iTTfl •"11 '^\^, 

^*1 COT! I 

cvc-11 ^Itd 

'ir-ld ^lf^, 'dl^ ^ilf-ldld I 
‘jifTpnr *pi dlf'‘f’, c^tC'Sf ^W] 
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sl^nTTF'S f^i'pT (yrr/Ai'y'^ 'i^' %P.r^—wf^ s •r•i1'l't<f 
wtr^ I w\'^rM fsfiT’i'iVf'i w?] s 

'S;^f ■•'RI. ^Ttrlw-n' CWA^j. f^1 ^tf^l'’.^' f^iVPA -3^ 

I -at' iRIt^l] a>\ZA '4tftR C'^'-'ll 

IwrcB': a ^f^'t^'i' C31V.1 at ii fei I aa 'dlbT-t 

''Hf-r^n c^al-ita^ '^|••'1'^ 'r^r-lT w'^ir-b ''it^'-' 

ffnT5FilT:'4t^ faal7:5r 7fr--giTr, 

'■3f<ra »nRia >fr'=?RT- !'Tl^ i 

— (>b'\8) 

av (RT^^tlfbafFrT •'jaiRT '^t4t‘l cAmr^ 

RlTi'-tg iRTi a^’ a'bRta i — 

ittM ■srta-fa-^l^r'T 
■.Tv|f-3'''tT;''l, 

ari(R?iar4d^ ^'CWi; fbfa'i i 
i?'iia orfA w/AW?\ 

Ttl'A'i l\ 

'<lH%-^f‘'t 

■ilT jpiMM a-i^ 
l>lff SfeUii "at?! fa 


cr^ 

■€ta rTri auanr i 'sH aa^Tra asai 

(;'-'lr<F T^la-aa# (‘ife i— 

ifr 'i'faafTa. Ufa -Raa, 

<:aa orta ca^tarra “ara ; 
afa OTf-fala; a/aa-^Tt^fca 
afaf%a at^n ^i.Kf5-*l1^Tra ; 

3fa sfaab araTit^^ 

^ta a^fa '^la'^tta aa a;ca i 

aa'Iaf 'aftf'i; aiibta 'itaTTba-aa 'iaT’'aa ^~Ac.b 
aa'siTl -ma -£ta ala aif'iOT ^c^taa i -Jia^ TTcMaa- 
a-'i; afw a^'i^a ’afea; aa fia~aav -afaM -; asM at i— ■ 

aaia^ia a^rR^tra ^ratT'l ^taa- 
lat C'lzb a-TiTtaa ; 'affaalaE iata 
frr'sa; ■alala-al':af <ltfaaaT'''M 
^iw.w ''flaaiia a^i^' “^rl-'a-l 
a-f^a ar-i ; fta’lca aaac'a ’iblft 

■3?;'ai?f7T-(;'.ii^';j]:ir f-ffuait-'ai fa 

?lTa c”f'-iaaa''laH ; aaa aaita 
aaTfatia. aaa fafa wMb “atra 
■'aa c-'lTTC-rra fafa a;l’ia tlvaa 
car-ilfa- atctfTia i 

— '[taiM (tb^a). (fbai') 


'bfara aaa ^afa 
al-tta aaai-a.f^ 
faBl'''lt baft'3 a-ia ii 

aata'laatara 
afa?n vm 'jp\ 

aln a'ia^ a1a i 

alat'-'tift 
-ftaTTfa “i^ata 

''tt7:aa aaat-alfa a^fa 1 1 

— tafaa eta (^bae) 


'MU ‘at fb-a 

afta tta Tcaft^ i a?- ©fa ata ara^ ^.b 


a fafw aeta a-ai i a ae'ta ea a'a aai-ifaf^Rt 
eWU aaf' ■•Jta caaaa^ea acaxa -•ftai'-t aftal a 
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fi;^<(; f^ca ca'-'ti ala faaa faalb', 

^eafan, tVata, wW\. ©^'na-'aarP 

^rfaa aiaiai "ata aaa attea, 

at-aa axal"!) tta Y'fP al sa^txa 

axta aaa axt, 'tc'-ta a‘eatxa, 
fa-ii f-afai; atia^fcarca i 

~'4tbta^at (bb^'i), ('eixi.lia') 
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('.-'■‘■'h -13 ’3 T'v’t^ 3 ’T-fti'i ''if-i":!! , 

C^fWl 3^1 'llEliM^lTTn I 
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'-'C'FCb '41b'l4 4441' 'S (;4l'l4 'fl'IiRRR ftf o:l 4iTr44 ^Effb.'li 
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rf. Cf. 
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OT'-'li ^1?r— 


«nrw '^t^t'3 c?H ^f<i<i 'ifiTTtr?^ 

f^tGI ^ \C^I HTl W'iL'^\(.<t‘ ®'E©fli«Tt 

''Au^’ , (Ti^rtT:^— 

^5T5l^'l'5T-^f%M ^fr<)f 
'S^r^T ‘■^M‘t<iTO TOT^rfi; 5)t7:^.f | 

'S^P'J'-lT ^'^iTftf-'t — ^ OT5|1 
'et-tJ-It ^‘I'Rtf-'f ,— 5mr OfA] 

’AU^ ^iTt^tf*^ CTA I 
f^lillrf 

^"^t^'f ArM 1 

^f7:i ■'“[^4 F3--, Au 

ft'® ‘AWAiT:^. A]T^ I 

0^. 0 

Ci\Ar.A<i ®’2 ''■^ 

^fn’ (t'^2'oW I 

ftf'il^ fftTi d|5r 

^f-;] '"-iT^T r 

T'f':'!; ft'-if'l'-li 

fkf ^lft ii^ G{\A I 

— (Mjmi'^), C^^’) 

^'A ^*1'^ C5^'£ ^ 'ZA'^ V|Vr<f rrJT 

^7?;T st'f - 

ft?rftft ftl^'i-n CT'-'fl'i fAAli-w 

CTftiTift ai'vri r.^ "'tlft3 

'T??! (TPIi; ’Zi'A ’TTAifA'Z 

wfAA ^irl'-i-^l— TTO ^r,T] I 

ft'^l’ ^,— il'4'l^-T i r.Wf^. GIA^Z. 

WT CAAtA 'Acfz Azi ?l'^t*':i1‘''l 

¥lfftTl7?RT A\W.A (A^ir.AA W'4 'd'iT'^-l'A 

^raCi-T I 4 aft ■4lft'<'tf7I?f A^tC'fiA ^ 

4 'aft A'P, I 4^^ ?n5'JTi^ ■iji/:^!':^ cwt^ -r- 

'^IC'-t V'CH 4^1(:^ ■41'C'J^ 4^1 CAA I 

4ft4 wlS 'a A^fAA 4^ft 'dlbtR ^H-J.A- 
■^f4t(?f4 AAVZ ‘AAA 4^I'1T'T WiT.A AULb I 

4^1P]C''I^ fAA 'it'Tiftl 5 4t&'''tCara 4ft?lf>[4 fftlS 
4ft45l4l4 4C£ '3 CAAYA HUZ fbAAA'CAA ^ ‘i\UA 
AAA ACMb I (71 ft4'‘lt5Tt4 fft^- 441:4 

4*i*T3 (7ff4— 

4'24l‘-'t (^'-^tl ft ft 44 S oftRI, 
f*l4^54 o';t4V4t41 I 

4S'l43 (Ttftf '^^54 CftftR f*7lTT7f4 4t5ftT 44:54— 

(?Sl441 0I4C4 44 (7rl4 ftl74, 

■<34 CftftiTft ftTiO' ftf4T75, 
ft4l4 #ftr4 ft%41 Wt44 

®ft^4 (4 444 CWA I 


S®lr4 ^ft, 
fftr T*\rAA 4 s 4ftn 

4‘lt44C4 4ft I 
ft4 41'5 -ft Eft '4*l5lr4 
A\m “J^ft'dft II 

4 cm cMA ft4 't''fi5tC44 fb4 I 'It^tPjft vfi5tC44 ft.43 
44 5444 44 I '44(7ft 4ft 4t4l f44tf4 '3 4t4 '34 
4l'*R‘tC44 fra I 

<ir>nT1 'ctotlTFtCR 
C44t4t4 ?'4ft4T 

fttftft f^R-^n 44^4 - 
4t'Rt>f, '34 4t4. 
ft41 ftf't 44 ^4 

ftfrCfe-i C44 4TPf 14 I 

'AZj'AAA (4ft 'ItftR ‘ft544' RiMft*! 44fttilft fl>4— 

llMA 4fft >R;c4 

4T|4lft4 4t4‘ft4t I 
ijft 44 ?.ft41 ^4t3 
4ft(4l4 ®Tf4— '4^41‘-'I 4t3, 

A'-.tA 4tf®'ll C4l'-'fl R4 4t5. 

41 441 '-HC'-ft *11 'ft v" 

Ann 'alftM Jli'ftT;! 44C44 47141 f4^4 4T4f4tl ft444 
4 !: WAA fra C44 -JlRtiin tfl4t>rc4'? f5'44l'C4<1 4441 
C'-ri4(4fc 4 '44.4 CAT/AUI: I 44ftlftf3ftr44 44-44# 
ft>ll 4ft '43T'-4t44^ 4ftT4 R ilfft® I 4f 4'4’‘-| 4^tft4t- 
'IpT® vcf ^a?4‘ 44tf; 4''Tn 4:i4ft'-44 il'Fftg '4tft- 
<|mi 's’ft## iTl^'iTti:'# 5f4 I 44fft 4t4frai 4#ftft:3 
4-i'ti?4l?:''l4 WfA C‘#4^ 44i4 R'-li'ft -Ito 4T4C54 I ft4 
m wfA'Z\W.A 'AwiA ‘74f r, C#4C5 f44:*14 'AfAA C4'-l4t 
4fT54 44# '■'|4Tft44n:4 I flf' ftra444 '444 rat4 
'-'fC^ft ftft ift 4f4 4t4tr.4' 45ilf4r4ii4 '4'C4C54 4^ 

4C4— 

■4441 444ft¥l ft'-ltrai 4ft44f4 4141 
4'4-t4ft4¥ ^\wAAa^ *1-14-4 wfA I 

4 ^ 4^ 4t4t'!?'4l4 ®f44frac=4 ft'R 4f44I (R'S-ll 
ft^'dr4tW4 I 

4ftf'-j4-5^f45(t47:4^ 444 WAA ‘ATaA^j #f4r7T 44'ftRt‘4 



(7! '‘if-STltfe, 

'3l?T ^tCW '4fr.‘I^ 4;5T? '■•a^fei I 

f^TS'l CA'^ . ■STITT 51T CSI5' CIA ’T^'^, 

TO frorP-'i'Ti (?T^ 

4t'-'|T^ f^:sTN‘'l4 M-r sTT^T^tr; i 

— ?f5f4'3t^ (^Sib), (‘TTWfw’) 

^t 55 Tit 7 ;‘^|s^ -^ilviri TTfftM'TTO CrT'-'H'fstTO 

siTT^n ^fw'''iTL,T(t^ ^^titTT Tjfcira '-£]£' ■^4^tTT srfr^t' 

& 

TjdT I 

^ATfi; sTfsTKi 'ii^FSMT ^;?fsTt f^if^'-ifa 

^TTitTr, T|TO <T-lt-?TTf-'f ^cm^f ■’'t-aTT-ST-f5T';?f*l'»’ 
•ilTT? Ti^i^n TOT,bTf <0^ titcT, f^frl (TT-'cIT;^ 

STcf'f'T iS;7:Tb C^T.A ^'TSTTTOTT TOtT?T TO*t TO'-lt?- 
»rtTO r/'lZA^ ^’Ar=T T-Tt^ni cn TFlfirsTt ^b4- 

^tTTT^ 'JTTfbSl'O vf3^4TT?;TT^" fijWfTO Tflr.bT TO‘?'tTT ^fri^iT 

'Tt'-t^ I WAl^l'S AtWl , C-1> "itW s'-i^'-I <frc?i ? 

(7T Tnmf^- 51 ^ fsf^ '^T^Trtfl '-jTIal'T 

'5TfTb'f%5 #'C^, (?i 5f;'vri t-j^T^I ^ C^rA^) 

'^1'T ®RT CT ■irm ^bTTT 4«f.b , S'fenTTTb ‘nt 'jsilsn ^]^- 
''i‘4T7T4 t51t:4t& =51 CTO sn I ^543 sra-.ti^^t'T 

4C’¥ 4 t'-t OT &Tn TF'i, syr-!^ v|fyyR| v|f&- Tpr:i.| -.r®, 

4‘I44=T, 'S fiTTlIT^ I fkbTOMt^ ■STfT 

41TOT Sl'ftrrr'Tt ^■’•JT ^ 'Pl'TO ^^tTrsi'Kl 4TOT 'TOT 
2 TO frot^ TOT ‘TRHTf 

TO TOTS fTO <rf4t4 (TITO 414 fpr^R 14^ ^TTOl 

'StTObfTTSiTTra I CT ■|T'f4R siiitR TOT 

■fronr srt'-'ti f^'CrifeTO, 44TO €t^ to?' R^H':-''Tt 4l'i 
TOi4 vrsi 41r?I I 4ft:4Tl14 TOCbR— 

171^4 TO 5R 
TOT 4f?4®l 

5l4t4r‘Tl 4TOT >f]?? '^TtWR 'TS4 'TOT ^ fb-TlTb tbi, -TOTO 
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People often ask me about the meaning of 
my pictures. I remain silent even as my 
pictures are, It is for them to express and 
not to explain. They have nothing ulterior 
behind their own appearance for the 
thoughts to explore and words to describe 
and if that appearance carries its ultimate 
worth then they remain, otherwise they 
are rejected and forgotten even though 
they may have some scientific truth or 
ethical justification. 

— Tagore 
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THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL GAZETTE 


My pictures are my versification in lines* 
If by chance they are entitled to claim 
recognition it must be primarily for some 
rhythmic significance of form which is 
ultimate^ and not for any interpretation of 
an idea^ or representation of a fact* 

— My Pictures, 
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IN YOKOHAMA 

May 10, 19319 (>«^ C?I 


Before I took up paintings the vision of the 
World carried music to my ears, emotion 
to my heart. As I was drawn to painting, 
however, the mind found its place in the 
great march of the vision eternal. The 
plants, the animals and everything around 
started assuming their own forms. And 
then the lines and colour went on creating 
what these expressed. No further explana^ 
tion is necessary. 

—Letter to Jamini Ray 
June 1, 1941 


THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL GAZETTE 




IN GERMANY 

(mb July 1930) »'’•) 


The medium of literature is language, it 
carries its own meaning. This meaning., 
has to be accounted for. But colour and 
lines are silent, they have no voice. If 
asked questions, they simply point their 
fingers with the attitude, look there, and do 
not ask more questions. 

— Latter to Bishu Mukftopadhyay 
June 23, 1941 


'51^1, 'sl5 'srtts I >£1^ 

531 I 3 ® '®rt3 C331 ^ 33 , ^1CW3 3t% 

CJJ^ I iETSt 3i3C«l ^ 35p— '^.CW3, '«rt3 

C3^PJ1 «3t C3itC3H1 I— 

? 4 C»[ ^ iS8>-u5 narf**? 




the poet 

AT THE AGE 
OP 75 





•CfTfltWI cm infx iiJirf? frw] ff.;! 5 

cq fsff fP„, ^^, q 

'•‘.Rtrscjrl ,<ia; 

:p!j CT«rt iin I '«rwt5 ytrs ss^-i 

■^15 m. %?Timw ?T. 'iw wint% afT 

*t>TO I Wl^W Jmi lit ftm Jjrtff 

CKfl 

’^‘1 >£^1 Kitikiu !|i»pn;? fm'j j||^ 


The only training which 1 had from my 
young days was the drawing in rhythm, 
the rhythm in thought, the rhythm in 
soun . I have come to know that rhythm 
gaves reality to that which is desultry, 
which IS insignificant in itself. And 
therefore when the scratch in my manus- 
cripts cried like sinners for salvation and 
assailed my eyes with irrelevancy, I often 
took more time in rescuing him into the 

-erciful finality of rhythm than in carrying 

on what was my obvious task. 



...My morning days were full of Songs 
and let Sunset days be full of colours... 


— Tagore 





'2rti“ffe -£f^, c^i ^ 

c^«i cwtc^ii I 



THE CALCUTTA MUNICIPAL GAZETTE 

c^n:^ 



THE POET 
AT THE AGE 
OP 78 






Tagore/ the magician/ who with his fingers 
raised/ without fear of any check/ had 
attempted to pacify the furious windS/ and 
who declares to have cured with his intense 
will-power/ the mortal sting of the scorpion/ 
is timid before his creations/ to the fineness 
and brilliance of which each one of us is a 
witness. We praise him/ quite naturally, 
as for him/ he doubtS/ questions, hesitates 
and smiles, 

— Oomtese De Noailks 

[From the foreward of a catalogue of Tagore's » 
draumgs held at Qalarie, Pigalle-Paris in 
May 1930] 
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'SRT I io%T«, 

f% , 'ol ^iWC¥'l ^f^C'SS '-Iraof Cir-.^ f'lf Il‘t 

; (A? ■®r'il'4i A‘\<'A[^ ^fllt#tii '^'-'ti^ 

7f|v[^ ^^-1', \5I 

CS't^, 'JT''!-?! ir^T C^l'-T ^I'if?! W(A f C^rt^', 

'■fl^si 3(i:^ f.j(73 f<f^ft( 7JI I ^.^1 

<¥A ^^T-1 ‘4\^(7^ t^.rA 

C'itnC^ ’I'.ffR 'lifA 'of^tC^ I c^? C4'[ri 

5ff^ AAl'y^ I 'f-TA ^511 Jit?, 

^5r‘fr?T ^|C5;:T ni C'lC-f iTfvf 5 C^tTM %A\ cif-fi:^ 

¥i'i , c?c't^ ^Virs’ a 

WA S:Tii'T -f^l, Sojfe=f ^fil-'i 

<FCI ^^it '-jWtC^ S TTHolSfJ ^( ftf C'-t ^-^TPo ^51 I 

'f<T5'"llC'4i’ f'fCS/'J ^‘^f'f, 'V;?Fr^vT '.,|.TSf "^g ^_>[ 

’Hs?-fvl-:i ifiniJ afC4l¥ 'Sn-fen' 

(A'^ -Tl f-TSiTif? •It']'’.»[< , ctJR'T? 

^itl^tiTa ^:'-<,^rc^ cah wa i” 

■S]i ^ii"'‘i -Jiln -511 ^Ar:m S'-lfri 

■•'flfTSI '^lAtTAii RtC'f '-^ a AtUli 

'^tt^l ^1 I lil CR? ; n^:, RRITHR (A RMl— 

■if<f^, '^WfA?i 5KR WfRt'f WtfR A Sff’filRf 

’R-’R R-Toi z[rA ii cRCf ''il¥ Rffi, i]¥ '4f‘f, i]¥il'’R 
©C^R 4R — Rt^niR i]? Rl«fl ^<fSf'^ ?5f'T I ■'5I4R1I 

sfRsI CWrM ©'Ck 5 <ffT5''Tf'''f-4fPfj IfC^T-r 

4-41; R'J'T f-rC'l 4'!, ft:?*! f^C-I l lltiF-Tf''! 

■ilitr^'f 4rxi mAf'iAnA f^R'-tra 

^fn^fra c^rki ''llRf^, f<F3 R|sr r?' 

©^ffRfa^' f^'ft: »C(R, i]^" ilik'fRR fR E-feC^f 
ftxRg I A 4lcafl xc'? RirRR affES^t A^' iXWR 
>K 57 R‘TT m’S^H a Am Rf-l'jR, 4 rCRH 

XkMl fWA ¥4f, iJR? -iiAA Mm\f\r.A VA SC'FR 
Rolf a [<RRfB oRff '^r/} XX-i-fR off Rolf fl iRlRX 
4ff‘fT ^l-TRff-iCR Rff-li VJA bCRTP; ; foftf 

otfo 'iff Rl'4-fff RtRRf OWA iio Cff't Cfti'lRga Cf 
fxaf Sfffif ft-Tf 4if ffR 0 1 iiT -1 f<F, ft| ¥‘iftrkta 
REf'Tf RlflR 'fffiRR ©kfiff 0 flfCi RlfH^I Rl I 
iff? flifRf ©5»R off i CfR f^Cof 4‘4 C'-'Xf^ RCf 
ff®tR, i]f;' Cf-f Rtkf CfC'lf Rff^R Cf 'RtR aio ftf , 
off RCf f? 'f^tf f Rllf fff fR] CfCo; 4fr.f I 'ifWf flfeRo 
fTf‘fK orfi-tfoilCff fT'f^' Rfl^-I alftf Rtf 4 ^ 
ffR WtRlfotft^' I RlRTf fXRo afi;T.f RRR oTfItf 
^BRtfCf Wfi'tfotf Cftf 4f Hf 4Rf faR ; WR C^flRt 
cff ol 4R I -aff ffR fCSis" fitflf '^loTtfRf 'S^'i'r 
off o C’R ilRff©! f'-'-Jf ff’-R o '<f Cf, ftfCff ^‘4 ‘tfeCR 
4 fWt'f Rf lf Rf i' >Tf tlRRl C'f'tff Tf Rf ', ^CR C^lR Cf , 
Cf-CfCl alCoTR flfCff fRf RtRo CR-CfC*! ff^ 
f f-R f 'itftf Rt'fffR f 5 XCf ©C3 I CRtIRl ‘4''Sl fl f t^ff 
ftfff fCfl Rf , Rtf 3 RTtffJto ftfl RRtRlf RRl fl Rtf 3 
RfRo ftflCR RRtf f CRC5f 44Cf RtRtf Rftf fCfT Rf, 

iR 


©CRCiTf Rfotf, RtfC^ fitfofotil 4f’ Rr^fof 
ftffR C5oRtf fCft fffCRf ‘fF-iXR' ©Cftffo Rffi 4f>o 
'aj) I cft 4# RiHf 4‘f I <p[^(;?p (;b|4 

C^tfe Rif ff'fl R5'w RC\5 4fCf , TrI 4 fRSf R'RFt? RCRR 
f'tf 4^f f;i4f Riff Xf I RlRtCff f©flR RttRf 
OtfOfWf 4rVF il^-fl ^f,f, 

Cf, Sfl^tf '^CRTf Cfllf ©JotfRo olfCof fl'-lfifR Rff^f 
fff RtffI ffl'J-f fRRkffifl SffcfRR fl ft'-tro 'ftrf ofRCR 
RlftWf ©f^ ff'JIflf CRiXfl RtC^rS^ Rt'fr^ r ; Ciff o 

fffi ffjf ©t'ff^? RCf, RXtS otCR CRflRl ftitR 
RfCf Rl I 

4^fllf? fftiffll'ff ^ffofpii RfiiXff '-tcff ffCRR 
ffra RlTf I Rlfilff WtfCRf fR RiiiRif CAtrA 

Rtf RllRfRRi 0 ACA C'^tCif, off fi’alf flCfg VfA ^Iffl 
fft'J-f 'fCf PRCo fief fe, I f elf ffllf ioffflf fifr ff 
fff fll'^ ff&fR'o %R.T ; CfaJf'RT tfoifCJIf attnjRC^ 
■Rlffl CRR ' 1 C‘f ^ RfftCRf ^st;^ 

Mtf CfCf, Rtokf Rff fI f ’Rtf-ji -zf^ iflRTf 

Cb'lftf ©f^W RCfl, Rtotlf RlRfCf. ^[Rrfl'' 
ffjiftf affeito Rfii 4fff, f-i'ffi fkf fiff fo 
ft'3l RlflER, fftfilRf Jfi ffwl fRCflEff. CifR Rif 
Rif a Rte c4:a AiAi m ff I ©rf fTtcff off off 
ff 13 R'jIir ffcf ff ’ oi a^rroRf rii , if wffo if f -f ir 
fflf 'tfeo RR RS-'C R51, 7|.7r5 7jf fflfrcff OffllR, 

ff fRRI lls-o I IfCR'If 1‘jlf RtRX'ff To ©?lf otf 
ftf, TfCTf f 0 4©tf I fiff itmOiA, 4ffR3fltRo1$ 
ft^ff f.i I 4©! frfai-flR.ff rTlX CffR ToT, CT'-H 
f oT firsfi f iisF'i, f I k ftra i 4 ? cf tiff 'Tfiaff n fifif© 
Ttffl ff '3 RRR, Rf’i r^’fl 44 ’ altlfflRotf ff^ Rf 
©ftl R 'lo 4fff I f f tiF ¥.-f-1of tffTtf S offlT fflf ff- 
R‘©rRo olfl'of 'flR off flit RWf ifRi Rftf 
atiftTftf'oi TloifaR,— '' cr 5 Kjj'tf fifiai© f-iiTf 
flfT© 4t3fl SIR otlRlllI TRf? Ris CfltCf TflFCTlflT 
fRtf ©Jlf , CfItKI fRoff Cfftlf Cft’TCfTf ff# RCf, 
^flff o4fri ^ffR Rif y\A=f RCf ©jff r '( , 557 ^ 
Otfo ) Poff Rflof , I^T RoTT ftfef 5 bfef fflf 
Cf fetffi^ 4t3fl ftf CT©| sTif . Ttf l^fCR Xf ftlf 
ff fflf ftfo ffflTol iwm Cf f5?fff©l f to rR f 7 [©| 
RCfl f #1o ; RTtf If Ify, f Tto©l R4o I Ifef 4ffft4 
Rf I Plf , pR^ "TT fflf fl Rtlo f Rif CRilfl otlf R^IR 
flRftf ©4tf Cf© I »txf«tf cw 3ri for fi!ftf ^tfiff 

4rR3 ^ fofi I ftff cfltif aftwfiR TtC'ff Ttrtf 

Ttfft C’tlR iRlf CRtRtRlR ffftlif Rr-ttRtfflO f f^, 
olf Cf RTtf fl 1l©»<l Rftf ; Rtf fif CT fflff flF 
^‘IRTf Rf©lf ©fif. off© ^ 4f ° R-rr ^I'Rlff ^tflf 
T!?to fl Rfl^ RifR CflR ©ij I fTfRftfR 5;1flff 
CTII 4 41'^' ^tfo fl Cf*t fl f7f«'f 4rT© RTCof fffftf 
Tt'fR^ R#f Rf] jffEj- (j\ CRff?] oft'IRKR fRrif 

fflR ©Wf Rflo f‘tl1 1 

•IftlS ^TT] ‘‘toRfsi^t 

rRirIfoi 1f Spiff 4JtR c4ii?© 






fbf'^i; I 7f|:|-g^-.'ft<i 5j«i^ 'd'ai'tw^ 'ff^ra 
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< c^-. ^.. a-- 
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tit'i c4m -itRfw a dlT4^ -sifm fAA 

CTfttpt- di& Jif.T'T 'G iitRTi^fe? iTJ^lTg-r.Ti,-^ 

5iT:i^a> I aA Gift-vr '^vpi 

5t4n cpfPrR -^l^r 51?-tf^fP I -irprTSfSr^- 

fii'TTI TSt”! ^Ife'CTT OTGUl ; (-_<[ 
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4^4lT *f5?7F 43'^ (‘Am f^.l<\X3 I 'ilV' 

4®’ 51^15“ BWlTf. 4(71177^3 ; -JtlfeTr 7i5lt7T ’?4>I’'T[ 
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4444 33 3-^13 373 5473 4l'.f4 I C’'frH^(3l3 

533F173 373 C'd3 3^4 31 l' 
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37313 f373‘[ 733 — 43 # ^7413331331 4r5‘‘[t4 G 
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f»m irtfil3 333lfy'3- >1417513 3>m3 ftdft 7‘1l3'-t3ir3t #5 
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■A'4 fvTTjTA ?i^i -^it\’--'Y\ iirttif 

"'ius Cil^trf ^■•'(l Cffl^'-fi ■'ra'CE^I t[v(5 

^f^ffw^- mm, '•H 

^nlT^t^>T ftffe TTi I m-tcrn >Tf<;'^f 

'■'I(•^TSJ [ 3 ■'ilCS? I ?p^-:f|7| 

'if-ri-5--l “Iff sflf-TCr, 

'il'f ^l^r-T '-11'5-lt'T tff^t ^Sfff-ir^lfE^TTvi I 

C‘lfT‘f, Wj^l . tf tfe-BH ^IT Tff R-fil ^-f'ljj 

^Ifil^ I iTff^l 5[V|;|tf-^irr 

(MTf S C‘ff^'-f fer^-l- I 

^-(.TtflPF ^r-n 

ITvf.Ttri^ fiRir-lqf 0\ Rf'll iWvd'' ;i;,i.y;^v| 

JI’CM? C?ttF‘n ^mbr]l fif.T %:-.|f57^.| 
” =#rsrr i Tfijfr^vj o >|f:jtF5’H '‘if So F-'''f:i 

Ifs^l (Xr‘\^ ft TO 

TOT CT ¥'■'11 -To^r-S TftT iH; ifoTT 

“J'fT# -‘l?:RF“r^ T^^ITF Rft? RffeSTi ®HlF-lft=^| 

I oliTT^Cf^ TOrf?FI ft‘^T I ft-T C’TFI C^lT 
"Iti^ TO'^f CtHfTftT FCFfTT fTi^'^fl '[ft ofti ir^ 

■ifftftpf 5'fi^ IC^I-^ T5 -irr-HI iJ^T-I ^l<| I ' ' 

^■"[FfSf '4^f5T 'if'-'l-ii f%T ftfl-FUTFl 

'•"(fTfiFTfr't ^F'-'fl irftT'-f'T [tot F-fH I fl'-iRi 

iH F='C*1 WlfTO^If R;,C''| ftTJ ^f-l^ Tip ift ft-T 

T7:''IT oftqiTO C^ft '4f5“rfi? :irq| f:'4q .|1 ; 

Tftl ft?Tf‘Tt qfcn 4ftFtftrT ^F 'JlftT-ftft-^jRTtq 
ft'*( q^tftq ft^q ii? qTqqfq q^-'i ^ffti ; ‘tiri * 10 - 
fftrra [fTf-F-ri qfq(rFii ft'T tRR'I rif ftTft^'iq qi-ivi 
r 7j TTI ; '4r»5TO 5':7i ftsTlTO -lIcqlrT CFt-l 

4tfTO 44q, ffT T^_i Tfti ■qqnfs^ q-wtri Sfeft 
#!ft _ tx-ir m r ^rirf^i-q-Tfor'tT i)*' qqiTnftq 

4ft7TTO qlFS iTl'.itTO ftftTO ’ftc'-KT ^T4 

TO WMb I 

TOC'I^ ■^’TT ftfFfqfTO’ CFl'-IM F'-fq fqlq 

©TO“lT s qfTFi i qqt ^ifiTO-ii' 7‘|rtr-7(i:oq qW'^i'f 
F'X'Tsf 4qfGT oftFTiqyi b ^r^yf-jFlft wa ^fy-n 

441 4bTqT qft I q-rq. qyfTO fe4F‘li 

i ft?:‘ft ft[:‘ft 4tf‘-tfE’'iq‘' yqq siF4ftTO Sto'It jpft 
^A4lqq 4ftl>tftfT rft ; q4ilft7F i|4 qT fTOi:4 

ftf r-Tq''fT q^fttriFF fefTO4 ftyt‘1 TO I 

ql4l4 TOTft>F ft-(TI m, fmll “lft'1- "FFTO •TTTO 
T-’Cq TO 44 4T44^ S q-f^tiltqt f“l:[ 2 4ff'-f^T[)TT qrq 
wftFT qTO ft?;'! q.iq yft qi«i '44 4 ftf 3 Tf 4 Tftf'tq 
f ft WC4 4ft ''tT f'cT 4TO I 444 TO Tt4i:T 44Tffg^ 
ftfRTqyi 4ftC'i‘l 4c® Sfti ftcF‘l'1 -\wm 
■qC'fC'ft 44Tff34 444tft4 4lc4 y-'ft W(.'H iS4t'ttC>l 
4TT=ff<r 4g-f‘l3 yfftlT qq^ia'/lT fq-qf- 

TOft' CTO 4b4tt TO 41 I qf 'l^ltTl q44'lfi4 5rt44- 
^rfin Sf44”471 4ft,‘4 4(c4 4lC4 qt43 4';4ftni TO! fe‘>41 I 
474rftT4 f*f?7l'r‘l 41 TOl ft¥fJ m q®IC4 CRC'14 “ITTO 


"Ift ^ 4TO:4 #tfTO 3ftbt4 45:rTCT TObtftr® 
^sft i 4 foTw TO irqqtftq to?i c'liTOq vc 4 Sipi, 
Ffp, T[qt5r|^^, 5|nEJfT CWft, 44fttf 1 4f4t4‘| qfTO^ fqTT-’ 
4'?! TO ^1 I 'qvf5 t4 ft'^ TOir-lT! 'S 4®T 

4f4;rTO TOC& Tic® ?ft qfftf 4c4 f‘taT4C''l4 w\rw 
qsftq^yS'Tl C 4 T TO ®t 4 CT 4 "qft'TtrTO 4 ‘ 4 F' -iTtW 
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1]?^ snvfiTi i 

'd^f*\lj '^K^u/tt^ ’rruil Gathcrino ’_f^%ij 

^iT<j^’'^iT i]!^^ zir? '^I%(?rr*f;^ I 
c4tC‘=f 7|Ti:^' oifw-TT '^Vdtd'] >iii^;#^‘4 

(TijVri ^^7^1 :5.^vf|^| 

idi d\l^m 

TOi^/rr^f.] ^^^1 I sn^'^ -n^irT^v} ''j ij,. spirit 

of Ja|)ari i]<1' 'The' Massage of India to Japan' 
fd^lGi ^ >iii- 

:j1‘^rC'*ld‘ Tt^' sd-n' ^ I 

ot^'TT^C'^d' ^^Trtrad 'dfu^id^ ddT^ld 
oiTr^dC^d iil^d doTt^li!*! i 
TtGif^^hi' ‘^ddtfTi’ did ?Tlrd' 

C^ ^yr.d ‘3 VC i ^TMd:> \ >iTi^dCd 

i]'i'- >y.iif'TfeiTi 3(5-4 -t ^ifedT "4lc‘^i f^c^' 

f-.] I iit' >ic-i1 'Pei-sonalily' 
a1:i4 C'Tr4 dpM Ur*\^ Vvp 

d])4' I 44T!5-T^I 4C^^4— 

rile west niav Ix'lieve in th(‘ Soul ol Man, hut 
sli(' does not K'allv helieve that the uni\'('is<' has a 
Soul. ^ el tliis is the Ijcliel ol’ tlu' liasl, and the 
w hole mental (•ontrihutions of tile liast to mankind 
is hllc'd with this idc'a. 

Mc^j-i >r(:’? Tf^c^ c^ld I iir d".c^ilMt' 

nc*j'4^5 did wa>, r'icfPi ^-iTiir'ilcT^i kd i 

dldl-l^^.l ^5 Mti fT-d^i dM d f*G?] ^4l5'-Tr(d 

'Itll* d^ICd- To 4'C?' I dt^ iir 4lCdi' 
^jC^rr;;!— 3il;ij(W4 T|-:^Ti;h1' 'il^Cdi, cn'P 

dflhdlfc[T ddb IIW,^ I ^-TlT^Fi 

trr| (PI >H ft^nifioC^l^ 3t^ :fC>i) ^rTC&^ : ....w lu'n 

a Man does not n'alise his kinship with the woiT.I, 
he li\«’s in a pi ison-house \vhoS(‘ walls aic alien to 
^Tii. I Sadhaiia 

iT^r-i cv otfired d-iti^fdtd 

^IC'Ti v^Tthlcsd Tvih^ Sdtft Th^f TCd*i i 

':bdeT41;5r4 ^hUCTi :: vlT4 fir dfoTt^ 

rt'of%T C^'‘fd'Pi1d (Surjuised into 

a dumb anguish of tei'ior.) ^rfi <do-ft 4*Tl^|rvl‘-n i]t 
fdfbd d^iAdy erf^ ^Cd-Tron' il4tl 1d>dC')d a*S 
'w’Cdfod I dd d^ CSS^4,-o 44llF^d VhTl-n ^JCTd Tifl 
4-r,7d^ i Tdl Mc-^^ Tr|c^' dr7]t:tt Jirglc^ CdvdibCd-i i 
foyfTf ;^pf?pf: >df4^ 'fTRftv 4CaT C^d'^tlC 0*^. TcT -lICT 
4^'1C4 -Ml^thT ^i44C^4 1 d dCd Cd ]'UI> VC'T4ddr*T 
d, 44T-^^d'- crkptfrd, 
4^lf*i 'tT*l rdrl4 dh^'04 4T? C^dl r^ | 5f.ir/| 57 vj MldCd 
ii'^icTcib fiT dl iPi^ 4% TC‘T 4di Tibt:; 4<iff 
dv.s-pi4 crft^-l >rotdfr4 4T4 TT I foR Td4 v^'^ir 
Te4r1 I flf*? (4r -irlRTl drd 4. fbft fdCd 

VTR' 4^ : 

...J do not led able to a( eept the imitation, 
whic h I have' just iceeived, to sjieak at the rne<-ting 


in (.)\lord on Iriday J am writing, esjxa ially as I 
tiever sent any answei' to your se\('ral eomnuiniea- 
tions sitiee the late disturbanees in India. 

I ‘-iwiISTr 'UtSTTivf—zr.iti cT-tJ] ;: --i; 177 | 

awt ctfltTr ''•i':M7ai ?^’Taas' 711:14 ifc?v ,.] 4v||-:,' 

®i:?i'^ 7^lc& ; 

'ixy^ sPi I 'ii'i'-i^ ef?:!f 

«'^5T|7I- S(i'l C’T ^v|| I55fi;'i Vfl4^ T|, I 

'4oTl'^'i1ii ;5it TTi TTNli fpT;7rfe?f i" 
Tpft iSSR'i'l ^15“ 'It iff 'it'OIVini (A'(A- Uffti 
- •'Tl- (willi ;i rccliti!,' ol iclicrfioiii sliulicd (doliicss) 
7r:7.o ii1-d>P '.Itra 3F|7;-7[ p,toj (ymM-\ I -fk 

d? :r-o iFtrf’M 7f7ww4 iieo ddr-i-f ''Ic^: 'irrif''| 
iT'rfer<7| I i]?- ^c»l1r.‘4 fiU 473,4 fTf'ifUidl 'diT’^T 
scal'd -dFd TO-ferffTi ij^': f;4:f7iTf.<n4 

I Trtt'Tpf il'-'llt i TffrffI d-fi '(‘C'i’T *71 (.•itJit^lTT 
^r-iait' Ff-Tt-T CT, filT 71 '11?7T :R f'lfj, fl^ltfe 

(TIP ^lri UU ij4:’ :(r)rr:<r a^nr77n P'W-itc^W 
'■'itil^U 4 441>|1 iT:j4t7( ‘•iUsk^A'i I 4C4i4 P il'lf. 
■^Ul -lid- 514314 f4'ft4’'-| i|*ftf3 CylCA 3 fflCiff 
3ei1'l 4:f4'5tP i3f'73 31i:w3 '-y.^ 'ttf3 ^[13 vfl-T 
^Trfc'ff I 

7T|i40 Tf'ifpTft Tie >ic'4 sras^it'ii i fe“4 
r.3fi^*l 4Pt4r414 4pff, (J\k‘\ ■34'-| r34& 4-14 

C43 S74C44 7*1714 "^tvitri 43f i'f- 4543; ^tC-^nT 
447477 i) ! 314 4rr37| 5 MWI ’3 4t7fy7^ 

K-i-4 774414 4l?3 '‘j4t4 Trfjf.n' c-'f7:47 ■'HilC'Tl Pff I (I’fP' 

4 4(1 i7Tf(44 731143 '4373 '4®73 3tf44l4 44'7'14 4-744: 
53 4-f4‘51 34': 314 3114 C1'4l 3^5 IP 441 511 ( 4 .r 43 ft: 
■>'-147473P) 3l4l4 :i74 3S‘ 4.H3»l4 'ftf^i^l.l , 

•14,1 it44 4^44 4|4 7‘ll7'-T3 fl, 34 4f474: 

474 7a4 nfy-'U 437,451 S>lf474fe714 I 

73 4iri4j3l4 57ijl'4l4'il4 441F '4473, fl7'4773— 

444 3l7:3 i'-l4 4I474 34-414 PUf-fl F73 TTMI'I 

747 3- PTTi'fel I 44t54t'4 7-TC'-l 41^414 '34 'Kllf^I- 
bl34: D7p1'4t4lt4 :|r|*l474: "il^J 4-744— 3? '-Hflill 

4f43lF 74- ' 3|[4'^ b7?l'''ll434 4l7''-'f'y-fp^4-f4 44t4f4t'4 
7F7'-n4 I 3? 4-11 C‘lt4l4 475? >(757? r>|5 P(lf4flJl14- 
4f4>r7'f 34 3131 '43TtlTt4 4-44 I 417T— ‘iffll 4-'f44 
3I444 41|>Y43 44m '.-14411^ '4ti, 474 f47*t4 3143 
7'474f5, 3,174 4r4 ICife 4 3t3l4 74r3l‘-rf I f4 4-74 
3131 'afl 414131 vr^’i 34l4l3I I n44t4l47''l4 

474T 44l^S3t7l'4 fl- 3t74 4':74l'-l ''I7pfel 3 3l4P ‘4f4b4 1 
44l'?-l|7vf4- ‘4.tgVit’ 4tF4lp'j 3.l7.-7y 
4-r4 I 44l!S3l'4 ‘4-U4I' 4"474 34- 3|Tr-tti| _ 

'‘I14?3K44 C'-'F.I- 4llf4t '44‘i! 43'afl ^44 hritfl), I'^-f 
[47*14 474 :f7| kr.^ rfifi 3'y|7j 7B'473 'Ifr '4731744 f3 54- 
4t4 474114 344— 5't47rr4 33T 471 3f;(7 5 c-ICI 

1314 :141 f'34 3t4 bt? I IP' 35 474l'4 474l75 l " 

I, IS \oiivrlli-s Littriaiirs 4144- 44l4l 4tfp3I 





'•ifW'l'P.l C'l v|;|vl 

CbH'il “^l-n il4ff^ 4r*^.| I ^r'-rflTH 

Kl -li'.ll.i 1 -q -‘f t%ZZ-Z\ 5-^, A Midsuni- 

iiiri XiLdil's Dici.ji) vt 1;,-4 

0- ^-'Zz ^^1^1*1 M-ji>i C'l P^\T-iZ ^td-HKwN 

Al^ 4V^t1•^ '.-'"l^:'!! 'yp\r^^ -‘.il'.ilri^-^ fbTR^^t^ 

b fbAV'T '.ivt7 7T|i^;i 4^7 ^ CWyPzW'^ I 

-:|4|4f.^| !,1-1 ■^Tr.lTrtt’^ 

>l<i 7'.il.i AbVi I f !,r*^ 'dWH fe- 

n\y^r,\Z S‘n-1 ^\PPr-i ZZ....' 

( , 7 ^ ^ b ) I 

‘^rl -r-Vr-i Y'] i\h\r'\ b'^lt^ zpl 

r^yfu.I -Lij.T-^i pniHy I 

''^'T’.ir*i1'i ■•^•t'Ab ^Ivr'T PY'Pry^ Cbt^v^ 

-q1>;.i>M>M ‘J nrp I cyp ^Tfinf 

'-I^f d'C-n*! : 

P' 'Mi'df.( zP^*jp\ ^TTh'^ : f^fiTv:! 

•Rl. -it'jCR'’:! >|1'-Ilv1«i -ITfb>- i( ^1-n'^ft^ TitTyrr | 

Hbinid ■'lilv-': i,'l RRiR^ >Rlf4J ■^17>T I p*jf yj'^z 
^I • i I 7''-i1b*J R i '/'M- Yr iH'" 

7f 141,4 IlirviR ,14 bC>. I 'ly 

di'd I Rb-r^'R RTj^R-i;- f*rrR f*1*4-l1«RT, Tir*^4 71741 14717; 

:>| rijR.t ijv 711^74(4=17 47^41 

Cd f'RiCb i 4711) f-i‘) .‘i-''75tR4 ^ T ff J S I ijt' ^74 ^jvyft^ 

144*] 4 7:[|7f4 I i|lf:| r^R ^ 

711^^14 44Rl4R4RAVr :il 7lTl*f d-Cdfo I 

A^Rl 4 R-ibdR-‘''l4 -- c*l4i4 ^1 i Ri fl' C b 44l7r7T|7/-^l41 
4'44 ) R'^^-:( bl44 'l4lf*l b I 'blV bl4 fbRlRl^^*Kl4 'df%bn 
'dlilAb'i 4-4l>rl 7lftRl 4f4 47 b4 R*T{4|l*Rf7[ : 

4 1 (»\\ ii(»l)l(' he w.is .111(1 unsliiiicd (his wise niaii, in 
coniiminioii widi hiinscll', (iiiLMrial i('al aiid \ci 
I r.iiispci ( 111 , like 1 he Si l\ (‘i- Sea !’ 

44l4Rl4‘^f4 RH b RR4t'474 R^f^R f4f7*7l4 
R4i 4 "Rif R '4 I 

R-l'I^Rld 4RR4 RiRtr-V' JRRt ^tfRKR %>rfe7RT4 4144 

fRR'URR 7.](:4 )<i44 4-1^. n Vrt4 4-^] ^ 7 ] | 44714 44 |f; 

IR'I'I'*! Idf'dR'li 4 7 "I Cl' R ^<,4141,7 ^ I R 7^ j 4^4771^ 

fblb*! b b1^ 41£:R’ 1 r 44147T71 | rTyR CbtC'i4t4 4|7TbRT 
R-.*l ^4'b 44[l- 

RR b, >RR> I '.14:41-^ 014414 4f4 44l4:4td ^144 
44I7R ‘-IC^iilCRR I I4 ''■'■^’4 71] 7lfa:il47;44 ^^5^4 

1- ^:1 7 I b'lR'ttRb 14 ! 414 ^ifbCb 47HT7 i itMo I 4li~ 

4l7kR RI 71 V iihUr^^l 4RRl4 'ICbl bt4 CblR 7rr.itR4 ; 
bl4 I'll, 7141 44A4 4l7]1C4 .iTl, 4(7774R | Wf^RtTifoRI 

b R'Rij.iic b RblR ll''l4 ‘b[o7v, .4 4747R71 | 

'1 bRFlR '.RCRR, ( 7lb1 IR 141444. Rff^ f-lfb-f 7|4t4- 
Tliit (.41411414 4^4 ) 44117 4ot4 'bl4 4l4b1^ ^4Cb 
f'ICifl'CMR, ^b'ol'lA 1 704711 7b1 fe:^4 

'1114 fR. 47177 f4 ,41'R ;7t4|r .R ,41 4774 vfjr4 f^T, 47777^ 

ribs R’R>17I1'|7I VUiky I 


r>lftf7[ 414l'd kfw^L 47f4Y 441 :4 t41 1^-<'[4 

f4f^^I77:7jY^i I 

44TI4R1‘1 114h''ri4 4t1'4i4 C^dORR ^Y45rot44, 'bt4 
1^dt-fl4't b 'brlbl^dl 41b^l4l 44il4Rll*l4 C4ll^d 141 ^0^' | 
f47r4 4^1014141 fblYRT' f4rfR4-?< It^flUilYR | YtT- 

fe 4414R1R1 C>iR 7117777^ ^IrTffY 4|Y4T 

47144# 4:‘4|4 lyrRT 44T!4R11‘44 414l'dY'^'^'if^ 
f41*l4'oll4 YY't 4741 ^FbY I RkYil- 'dll I’ltYRld Pp 
47l4‘r^14 'dt47-4b l7Rri44 47;4tv| b >|;jr4|-^ 41^4|7y-4 

Sfb1^4 C414I (14 f414j4 141114 “41 41R1TR4 I 414ll'd4' 
4"Yfbrb 4R4T4 “bljR f4llf4b, 74^1114 4'l4tf44r|4 ^R^Rflb; 
'd'iflY 1 lifer ^rtfbb 4t47T 4l j 1 f4‘414 4^ 4744 4f‘^ri 
5714U4 I 771^1*1 y'ry] 'dlWI 4C4|r/^|4' — ol4 roCb4 C#47 
1lf414 'dC^Cb bl4 'do'dd^fb I ■7itR144 Y1Tl4[ d'^dlTRT' 
f447fd b 44r.-.b ^4, 7IU74147 'oil Ydf>l -^14477 ?jfYl&7b 
d'41b ?7?74_ij4; fr^T^ 44tY4l4‘"l4’ 4l4l I 

ddd CbT14T 7|bf»fi f4ld44R • 1llY4t4#' 4l4t 

^‘v^ild4 4o14fl474' '7114 14 R[44‘} ■4744‘4b b Yl'R 1'd4<r4b 
4F1 blRR ^%44l4'd4 1"d'T4444 Yll I 4 ld14- 7^*4 .4^ 'd^ltd 
R4 14 Ffe;i!l'd4 4014 fd fdYl-^'YT'ti <p 44 1>fb‘ "-jtj 
47414b1 11 RY dfvl4d4 44^1 1^^T*r4 7^^ p^vkl 

41^14 47413 'd1l4 I— { 44R'd4— dtiM IbbS ) 

1S4S Tifb 71114 47f4 blR 44’1 ZJMm 444d 

f'd14fel44 1 441 4lbd1 3t4 4fT) b 17rift4 II 1 I 44 134d^ 

47rM I7lf‘1i44b I b|Rl bdd >i'i^Fd444 3l: o 4t 

47f44 'b'-Fjlii 3Y f*f1) ri4 'dl^R | ■^t'dlCd 47f44 44?^ 
^1df4Vr4l 444 4tYK47l4 4lR I 4114 

3144d f3l4 ■4R4I I 

4R 1S7„s 4RR 73T'''Fb1*n' Yf4t4' Rpl-d Yll7[f44-1 ItST) 
4=14R 1 Cdd4 YlltR31-d34rllldl Y|7T-.3H 47f4 bl4d 

dldfold’d I 414 feiiR^ril '‘3k'\t 3b^ f'o4'^'41 b4-l4"dt4 
3*14 dldlRllffeTb 4r4 f475rfR4 fldlTT bl'fl 4^414 I i]'^ 
47T44' ‘'#4t'4 Yfl47tld dtl bl4dt fdR b ^4, ‘#41' 
f'o)45df44l b47l4''’dl44V 47f4 ’f4R 41 ' 41774 3S44 4773 4 | 
f3l'dlf44l b4l3-d1 ISbo 4444- 415^ 4]1Ty f«f4- 

'4pr.(7ft4 4Tld1l4b fl1‘l4 4f^l4T 1344 | 

Ns^vb itill-i-i 74 7444 4# ro1d1 4r4i 47414 I 

4 4>ilf44l 4rf44 4r?;7 ctiY 4rr4R | 4.(44 3fY f441 f47fl:4 

34 14l1f1irii4 '44 IR] I d-Tlfd'b 4447l'4 4(44 4tdt4 
3fl4l7T1b 4-*f (riI f47:4riR4 dFl447ri4 4T43t4 47444 | 
‘7[Tt41*fel4' 'dirvb3i4\ Vbl4l1 fl4l47|“^ 4t^-4f ^TtfblYlfo 
47I14 47ilf4r41T4lil 7] >47 "44-1*1 4714fb44R I "41314 fe, 
13441 4444b R F Ia4():(‘'s ( ( )ii\ crsaiioiis widi 17‘portcrs 
in ltal\' wen' tlic pjodiKt oi (li(7S(' jjcojilc : the* 
rrporlcr, tlic iiiK'i prdor and Tagore Iiim.srll>- Cr bi ll 
i]'t‘ 44314 147TR fldf b 4Fl 7^131 'blT rial’ll; | 

47(4 tR44b (4744 4444 I ^44 4 b 44d4- 
7ndR4, 44lP lft4R4 "#[ 0 dr4f77Ri 443^31 4CY df^Kdld 
4744 4^14 774 b441 ITiIir'i 4l4YCd *44141 *1?714 '^-13X1^13 
314 R i ^F4713r414 (.■34 CTf^TT, f47i7ii>f7T^ C4l3t4 C4t4t4 



'if'ofe?!' ’115? TH I VfHfrpF F’ffe:' 

il^r f^'?nio FF qt-If;®??!?!' T|T5Fi #1<i' 

si?:t^1%^ I 

CT'lJTfTi'n' ■5i(^ac4 

I fift KahiiuliiUialli At Drcsckai •ll:)^^ 

mm (7i? >i'’i77f ?ilt!5-rt'-'t m'lm r¥?i'4'-i ^tii? 

'si w.^'^v:t-.^ i im ’rr-t 

w» Fi® ^K^rc5A I UrAom : 

WiA f45 TT|?;5| ’I'JlTTAI r:fife^|':| | fi7[ 
6li ’^(■J?l nm iR'i5' r-infr- i .i]?ffito T,|f7f.-( 

Atf^f Rft I 'f‘jl’Rt'1, Rr-IM’F I 

i'7R<! RTRC’^Ft ?'R1-5’1 ^fRT’1', jir?tll ^l?7R Rl ili'IWA 
f?-fT 'Af'ji iRtbt?' ’Il’i 

®Rt'i ¥Fi?I RRAR ftp’ll RcrR, i‘f-1 
'4cvfRlAt I f-i'C'-#!'! f5'C^I?T, ilRi'lS ■srf’l-ftAl- 

mR •(1^1 I W4 7R4 'If®! f^lP'l'iRu:^ fbFl I 
#1 RTwaf^i '£'''fll#t 3 ^'"41 5|rpf®i i 

^®1 41c);') 'TO ’^IRI'-I Tin. Crcs.Tin 

Moon TO® C’l m TO3I 41) m\ TOl f'lC'R- 

®1C?I TRR® TOl'. 'Jf-CR #1TO pT’ffRi ^':''|T|<1 C'lfl tR®! 
41) 5Ff<fc i I f.?:|plf''l® ^fmjfp -RfAC4’ »-PtoR 
4fk® TO^-- 


VVliy aic those leais in yoiii eyes, iitv eliild ;’ 
Mow hori iil oi l hem lo Ite alw ays seolding )'oii 

iol' iK.ilhiiig ? 

4 r^ ritK'i'i I fbfe'^ 

I 3rtF 'f (?i 

c7[ fen fen &nfnn n^i , fe^(n]<i 
•ic^T, *ll>[fni;i ‘i “tlfe-n, c-ftnftni s i..l..^tntcif^ 

r:TnT?‘ -ntniinpi' ;ir[*ffe i (:>ifei?r.nn cr-ns 
nPMn ii^y cnfefenn 

fmr.-j ''itinr ni. ijn^T nifta ^ni ftfen T 

ftft] 

^■ilnrntn iin^ frnl^n i ferfn ^^i:; 

s nbt^'T i >ft^i k^j; ^ 

n-fH 4rn(:Tjn. ntfn fen ''iinm u\t n 
-‘r<Fn^ '^.kA I fnfe cn fe'ftin n7:nr.'^-! nln nl^i 
^*1 1 Aj.%ii '.::1ni;Tfein ntnt 

cn^ ni>l*:i ‘slfn *n i ijk 

Fnl^ltn ]]<• is India l)i’iii!;ini^ to nuro})<‘ a 

new (liviiic s\’iiil)()l, not she (Voss hiii J.oliis. 


^nf:i ^n'VdvR n]\v\r}fy] ’J^n '-I'l "iHV( ^jfel C?IM I 

ft<i-l-l s ^iniVi vf^ibir 'Ava ^Hf'i f fr^fem vtu, i oif mr.^ ['k'A ^ipilr.4 

2ffn^*7 vVT s vit tvi ^nr i wf A^Ar.AA ^ikkA .^^nni ^i:'f(>i •Tlfei SIV-i i ^'A- 

4lfefe ry( iv^f.i '^Vr^ii bf--i--i i iir iv-ii- n^ijdn tVp-.i tha tlY. • 4k^ii 

nvil ^'1'.!^ f‘ife^d<iFoilh4' •‘inv viV'^’^n'^-'Finni^^vY-ico 44^' 'di-Hf'ii >n ‘jv- -ir^ra 1 n^n aaA^a -Min'i ^-fev Uki\ 

I 'th^ vjlfe ATl' f-i^l-l ^h>li ‘dit^'AV | ‘]? Ai lA i.(r.4 ^^ifarv v|jf,-|^,i ^,4:1 

'15YYIH ^■I^lfa^'l 4 fl5'n >]liV4 Yl, vj.]'; i-Wl 1(a(,A I -ftavi 01 1 IM 4 -itTj'.dvj :jd.| ^fTir^j.'i ujV 4 ®|';(.;i -(t\,. ^fdfa-iT^ f'tn- 

i[7r>iv4(:4'TV:m?fi4 ^in-ivi ft>^- zAk aH ^I'bVm 4*41 'i- <.a -i-YidaiTi -u-m k^A wmwa 

dr.A ^-AAr^A]^ 'It >lT:i;-_p54rVH SiMl ^frl 4 CnifetVV i-iV. i ‘A\CA- VI ilUPl-t'-^TI ■•■]l4V-i f'l'VHl 'll YlVm^VYI dh fe/'l fb)^ 

4%] c1lN'llf'i'--1 ni'^l nli Vl ^n-l^ tAAr^A ^V1Tf4:vinif‘l4in<n A\A I 

fen vMra nvi i;- ^nwalrvi 4fe^^-’:I fe# ^141 ffelR^ iM'; r^lvl-T 4I?nT ‘4 ill' iM-f'lt-fft ^1^-141-! vferab I nfefea 

zt^AkA ^‘^Vl CArW V l4 AA^ 7Vtl4 4t4'1 fe kCAA ^>1 .'! dfAAW- V-14. ife’ 414^] 4 I 


4(44 4'4fe''I S-'T®i4ff'TI4t VVYr'-t' 


^Vfe-1 D4f 4"^ 






i-'-l-il , ^1, >tlT^^?:3f<i "siRjiC-n •;' 

f3 ■S' if'-i teller (:*tt5f^^(3Tl3l '4r'-fi, -^I, a'll'-fl^'-l- 

MMC'-rr? ■q»T3 1 •r' 4f^r:f»3' 3'feT?PI B'-I^l 

'31 :ic ili' 'iT'7t33 I 'T-St2>itf57:3rni 

f'tUlW Ml^rl'l ij£' T\r~S)^ >i:r-'r^ "'Ift' | f.-l-'l^ 

■•T-'fiT3r?T 3^'i', 'l‘* ^■^l>^f7:3‘J 31 I 

•S'iT‘5f3|r-’f'l' WCf il vj^r 

■■II);': 43 4riTt?3ri'-| ■-Ti^^tr'-i 41% i 
'C'irs 3rfr fp-^' 4l%3lfl'C4 43-lK')l4 3f4 
£l4'fi’ S'^'ll-rl ^ Vv- 4'7r^3'£'l I ''71 ISf'l': 5 

i f4‘lf333 ft>D4}MI Tltr.b | ‘|4ft' ©'■■r4f74 i]£ 

^&f'l''?lf%3 441 X^T,>iny I 3tr<)^ tt^i .I4l4^1f4 4i''1f?i3‘-f 
4ttf^f5i;34 'il-Jof i f4‘f''t ‘-'Tri:4^^'',*l 4^^ 5?7i'C'7 I 

‘C47:3 4ff5' fii'i 4r43l'T (.'^t'-'fti 434i'-1i:4 4f|r3 
4711 r'lf-l I 'iT-'lB 3lf4 7r4'i y?:4'T‘|?31 3r4fpiri:4 4^ 
C'tK^ ^C'-l '£'''l3ir''l3 '4 'tII ':-T.~fr^ \ -.|4 43='C4T 

S'4'4't3 r4f4 ■4:4 41 f44-f i'rl(31't^*l i f43r4 ! ■d4t3t 
^•1314 1>14'43(‘.44 4'4itfi^ [‘43174 Ij'IT''- 3|4 47IT74 
f4':4 (.‘473 (.''’74 •II - '(;473 4ff- f'’'4' — 4'TTf7r d?' ’T444 
f'74r3 Tif'din 4.T4t‘‘r44: [■43174 674 (.373£ £4 I •d4t3t 
p4"4'-5i''7'r4 4£ <:4'('T|r4 4[.i f4‘4‘‘4;3 474 3737731 4^ 
4'7'4' 

^t'4 (:'4T73 31.7143 
4/4 4'4f34 .-l-t-i ['•■43[4'^ 

44'-ft4 ■4173 7674 (.'4f4‘4 [3*4/4 | 

647'-tr— 

%1 ■-ro'td ‘;;;;:7‘4 4'.j 44 '7 ‘3rt4l‘f, 

4 4 '3 ■4f-'rf[ I 

43173 4141 f'43 443 4(4t4 i ’-ifH) 4n'4t (?i 444 
3PTI 14 '4I74IC-3, 314 '4f3 4-1t4 414 'rlfl 3rr4>j4 

4317731 — '44t4t |■434|^f^37 4T|4-431 4414 f4*4'C4''3'f7T 

? 'SOiUy— 

6ir4f'^4 1^73 -irif®. 

3[4dl4 474 (.314 SU7‘373 4lfs’ 

(.35! [4*4314 73'' 'I 445'-l 3344 
7414^44 il4'- 17374, [*l34 4331 
[47*^4 3T74l44t4l r 


ijr ’r45f4t4 74'’>T1 iiy/l/ 44 434741 5'd‘"ll3 S^CtiT3 — 

-‘13 '■/'g'fs b 317^(14 ■d? 45 !jr4 ^''•fl#3 'i-'74l — 

'477-73fl 4[44| ‘3171/4 4741673 
'/44!l‘dl *t3ft7'477a 3l5'-it4” 
d^i'^nf'l C4[Sd't3 fi^^lT-iT^^ 

473^ ^‘1 [441 ; [%4 444 4'.l3 
'[4 4l4hJ74 4'-;f ; 'AT/A -lltV 4l‘-Tl I 
74‘R3r4 1:14 C4£ 4l3| 44'''llf4 
74E' 9l4;dl73 3^3^’'34;‘'44^33 
7414 6l[4 4'74744 'T4Tll?34 4731 T 

il-4ii; TJifTil 3474^ il4# S‘-/4lf64 3:d3l'd744 f*la74?m 
-'ldl74 'S4i<7;§i 53471/ I 

7¥44 43Tlf445‘3 4r5|f3]4r [47n5m7-<tF4| [‘darf^H't' 

‘J f6434 [47141474441 3 44l.5r4l7‘-'f4 3(73 ■44444 [•l^ijfj 
413 ^74771 I 4l4*tT4M3f5' .i]’'lt74 7*l4 4'4l 4<(, 4344I4 
®Sl44t‘rf4r= i)4l74 ‘4414 I 3l44l^‘ll4 siSffrr 

4'74 4'[4 W4lr4lf44‘3l4 4(5 t4T 414474 744'(7S'T ^4[33 
44.44, 744174 dr34‘f6 5 r-r I ilt ’f63‘[4wi4' 

4([4‘df33t4 ''[r46T4‘4-' I '-141741 3l4 44174 7.1134 F43-3f3 
4t3 434' I 311441 3lt ■5rlf4S 534 ®r6l4>.f \ ;|f7T4-47f; 

45' -^dUid ”5117441 7R‘r4— 

illsf if'l ”5ll4 ‘•‘4$', I'd 533 Ot^ 'i[4 't 7-4, 
f^44^5347'/ 4-3T1 47^1-41541 731414 fd-'^rd, 
45fl3t4 i) 4rT44 *^ri 474 '5 7(17!/ 5lTt;5 
44 i1l[4 — 447674. 4Tf4, ‘jfif [2773 fidi | 

f44r[ [6734 *14 1 31, 431^31, 2lT[‘l!! C4F4 i 5 "iS'lriqfi 

44 437 ‘i, 31141744 474 3t4 47^ ”4174 I ?4 ‘513344 

76341 7'474' 4l44l 4/¥|' f445363ill4 Vr | ir'.-f6 

451 §d4Tf574 4- [4 74t741 f47*l'1 f^Tffdca S [47*f4 §■41414 
4145:14 4344 f-J I [444 4'3i‘n S *141 3li'l4 4744 3'-4l4f4 
4[4?ff^l4 ■434rf4''3 ”47*1 44l4t4T3 d5/4 43473 | 
4f[l5444T dlTl:*/ ^1111744 4413 Wl 531, ‘§'3!f| 
d-ltlSdl'-'fn I 3l4 4344# ['ft' | 

(4) '’t‘df‘l5lt44 #17‘-4 3T3 3l74l4l4l I (4f44[) 

(■4) 6‘<1=4 ^1741 "54*114 434 4'Tfd73 =534 | 

(C4l4t4 3l[) 


s s v 

('4) f-1^4 

ii' m:-\4 f-if-T® ^ffvfTTj ^rg^., 

■jft'-itir iiFnrf*l'4i I (-iMl) 

(fl) Q\9 fern-? i 

klT\P4 ^W-4 ^Til. 

'4\rM ■dtr.'-l^ '-irii iy\r» | 

(e ) ■siWC'f'l mw.4 

SK<f iir^ E'i:-ori;, Tftfp'l 

ii'c-fw; •^V'i 3l^fi ''tiil'i 

'if^tc'-t^' -Kil I (ft 31) 

-‘I? 3-1 ’-T^'itiT $'''i3f-43 <ir5T >ri3t®‘-l SvtTii 

443 -irfaft® •fife I 

4^ •'Itb# ft-T) V14 (#rcST ftf-fj; I 

•T|4I 3'-'rt4-l 343ft 1 ril'fro I 'l-ff-tftfr'i 3^WC3 

^f4l4 ?ftl I CTt4-rfFT4 43713443 ?|4I, 

'•4m C4n4ftPl4 3rsff7Ttc.T 3lFr4t4 4t4l <343 331 Trr.W3 I 
'¥^3 C^t44 Tf’TI' ®t343fr<F :il i 3'3t<rf7r5t44 

Vmw.-'i R7--1:7 mr3 43 3131434 45®3t3 igsil^Tj vrci? 

3544® I 4?' iS'33t3r34 43t43tf'tt ‘4®t3'4f53;- 
•ry, 34t) 44^f43ffft' 37lf4t43 5'#ft434 ^f3| ftiftr® '.ra I 
ftu'-ryt 4‘f3t4 4t3t -r-rtr/'T ®''t:rrft44ir4 314143 5Ff44 
4®3744^ f3r4‘l43 'd43‘l 4^44fe I "'14415= 'Om ^if? 'ft4' 
4-ft®l4 Scafti® S3;itft434 f43ff4® 314415/434 "3T4‘I 
3314 0 S''l3lft434 3:3^5 S 31513 3l3l434 5|ltl 444 I 
®'43| '4C4l4'=t 44l-f3t4'^l4 ^^'■1‘lT 4® %®t4 i '^4- 
f4?l4i ®'14 33M "'tft ®14 '43T4b3l4 I -4'4l43 ‘13341^4 
iftfra 3M4‘3r 3151131 3.:‘1 ®i«t4 43:4 4'7'3ft‘ I 33341':' 

'd4; r®4' ®'-n 313433444 3li3 Elft '444'l4 44t4f3l'-'l ^dfv® 
■444433 1 .‘J? §'431^31 '114# f44‘l3 45F1‘I3 343ft® 

44445 I 43143 343l3®f i 34, >R5l t%4 511434 ^'-144^ 
•m-n T3®4 3444531 ; 4Fl43-433l 4344 3lf33l, W 5 
43:4ri5r44 >14144 Sdfft® ■4'C4453 I >^t4b®3l4 341? 
r3l%® 54445 4M4b®3l 'S ‘ff®41>®3l I f-TCRI S>rt34‘l- 
■5f34® 3[3l4 il? 45=4474 43l3>f®l m I 

(■4) 4lf'?44 5 3513 '343ft I ^-'43444 334 44 44 
'4331 4 J 4 35‘4I fttlffe I '4il4>3 534 

■3ft4I 3fC5 I '4T®1434 43-13171 31? I 44l4 
3444 blf4f343 3r5F3 34.’ 3l''tt511'4f3 3®(3 
4lf®4l ®feTl45;, 43413 3^' 441 5;33'it '4l4'P4 
4’'F® 7'?4® fefkSsR 33 5tq,- Fifirr:4-' 
4’3i^ f3‘b3 3161444 34®l SRft 35'4l 3%^'4I 
3145 I 45ll4l'C34 '4‘3l5'fl 4®l4T4 341 357® 


433®lf43.54'7 44 : fll 13444 37114 1334, 31411-1 
444-'4l44 3f4-f( I ( '-Ilf’?' ) 

(3) r4l3f'4'i; 4'i 35T® i|.fFt '47 44': f4lfa4 ^11344 
■^13(4 344 '311341 d-.R-t 4if44®f'53 I {'331:1141’) 

('4) f334p4 '■4151464 ■44-5331, '4ft-ll '3 f3lf44 
r'7 .1 .■|^i;| V],T gtiifi f'yg '3131-IC3 
®l4l3l'5 3I4-1I 'TlfiRlfta I ( ■’3145 dl3M' ) 

(4) -‘J3F4 44131444 4343® ^4 ®d 

3':3l351' 41:^13 ft<:®flv?| : ryiY.it f®3i 4t3 441 
'4l5''1t'4l riC'j 4'4d444 ‘4'1, Si 3® 35'C®fe3, 
'•I'R ri'r 'R-l 443 44414 S3 ftl-jln '41444 
$•■114 3ir3'1l ■-Ill''t4®45 I ( 'C''11'4:il4l4' ) 

( !:') 3144-1 5 '?':® .•14'4t-i| 5T7'4l4 3tftj|| 44" '4f44l 
3'P4® 4'4413| 37444 Sfefl ''.bim S''l44t4 
44 " f4C63l4' '4S':44 3'C 51 44 3 3^341 

f3f%® ?5 4 I ( '31451141’ ) 

-I'CSH 4kSM S''l3ld':4l'4 '.4 '4® '.llilfty'. 1?143 3 
' 53 ® '4rc4 '514 diw iriiR -m 1 4^4 

S'431 '4'C44 44314 3'?‘T'®5, ®1 4lr'544 43 '44' I ®I'C® 
f4f-f^ 4:54 r-1341 414 :i1 I Sd3l'itr4'rC'44 45' 4373 
®1 3'4C44 mji f3t3-il4' 57 ® '414®. 1'43 44l4/3l7'''l4 
'5lr4l'4741-rCd 3 f-if:i®-C4dC''|l -5l 3t®lf44 5331 

S7k5 I 

S'-13I C3 414514 4'47Ilft4l 43 44, '51 74 -.l^ffiy 
3144'1C43 5t|7:3, ®l4 3®T5l -‘r:3C4 '5lf®ft® I 315T4I 
(;k.-Tfltf 3 3l473 ft'CS?' "YUdl/irM' S'-Rl dial'l 4if4 I 73 
411dl74 31341 3r5'54 ^ 4737 ®l 3131734 ‘ft'5 4fe74 
314 1 3d6 31 433 ®14 f‘lS74 '7''n43r3t3r 47.33, 41 

47 3'34 4774 3l3'4 474 474 ®'l4 73 '^E/fC®?' 

S'd3l '5l74l''I 474 I 44T5>f:iM i|'5' 3®l4-3®174 "5l4 I^'-IR 
fl4f® ft74fe3 1 

44li’3t7'''l4 S''13| -4 i 451174 3l74l-d4li 34Hl'l 

'i;4r-l'?1— ®14 '33115^ 35'5' '115 I 3 '3® 3 dl4 5 S''l3l4 
fW\U^7i ftl'dW 4tf®74 r®r3 'l3d 4743 f4 I '-fTW-Jj- 
'1lf:r3l 3lf44l 41 4377 3137 4 4 4r''l4 4 313 "514 3 lil 5 r>ft I 
47314 41 r4'4l473'4 dl® 5l4 74tC3| 74-75513 73'? | 7 ® 3 | 
3'3l744 iftfta 63fr®l4 7d74 44liS3ld Sd|K't3 3°4l® 
474 #14734 747:1 3 ( 71 ,.^ 4dl>|vl®r74 ®1''131 ■4'747?3 I 
®t4 4'73 44li?>llf57®1 'S'-'Rl ''7131144 731''lC3 dlS4ft®74 
Rf®#!® '4747'3 I 




?If S-CPiS^II 6 m 


^J\' (/'■^'■W ;; -d^;ri'4Tr:; ‘j '-il^T-in-d^ I 

’S\-Mt.^ -d4f i'dlfe 'd'ljt^'dP ’T'^-'d^'t^ ■5rt':f'‘l^- ■^ICdlB-n 
'4=lfe 1 4tr;^T -d^fi'dlfi;^' ■A\^^T/:\’i 4fd f-K,"£’ ild 
2f4fl 4'"'d'C4 CndtC'l ^-rll f4 -Il 

'5^ iilrcitB.Ti -^^fb I E’f-^45^':i7.7; ?i-iti?r7rt-d 

ii^ft?;7i Tf4 'd4f4'dTf‘i4 '■'r‘i>l'i'd^ 7i"dT;4 ■5rt'f'‘f4 tTTlr7rf54i 
44fe I 4t??=lT 'd^d'S'd’tfi^ T'-'h 4r=1 'XB 

Sf.Frd 4r^n^.T r^i fX-'j-d^fi^ d"':'! ilTT 'd'd'-i 'dlMli-l ''iXP ; 
X;t4 ’f'hM'i SRd7[id-'d?:drT iid-fH f-i-rtt? bi'.i:5-<i frfa 'fbTT'dii' 
f^T;‘PTd ^'^d':b*1 I 'd4f M >T7:'d Xta f'Tfd® 4ffTTdT 
Xlr-T' ’dA\~’jA -r:ir:?lf7;4-r1 ‘14 i X'd^fe TwrAK^. 
— f 4 R 77 i ^fr;:' 7r4fi7I irfe^tTfy.r i, 

4T;=Tnj4, 'd'id l-'t 'irTCdtC4'i X’td4‘d Xtd 

4lT:b "di^foi; sdbCb I 'd4fd iTr^irtf^ mt3, 
dfiirdd A\Vy-^^ =irr:,44t4 4‘d f4T;'j Tf^'l r^'S. 

4f4r 4t7;b 'd4Fi V5l4 T^rTir'd TT^f^'i -Ul, 'dtb'dldl 

•l'^'^'d4 ^. ^d4-l '■-.' ■■I-'I 4'dTT' sTfl 4X4 *4, Xf't i'i''‘X?( 
4Tt^it4 X'-ld^ 4|TX4 C^CA. 'irS^t'i'dd i||-!‘H:i'l -i|4Kl 
’ddC^ XB ■Xv?: 4 i|r7T r.ctX, Xd^r 

4f4 "5f4 bX7'dlC‘'14 X‘7K i f;vt7;-^; iltXf‘='l 

4X4 C'4:d4 I •d4f •_; 4"dX4 Xtx 7[f;ft4d Xt4?XI4 X'dxFfi 
4d4 I’hysical, ■I4t4:4lcd4 s'M l’h>si(al ”‘14': Mcla- 
plis sii al. .‘IX Mclapln siral ^J/. f4d 4f4 'C4l4t4 idt' 
'X'd X'd4f4i 474':b-l, 44' fbTT'd'rUd 'd^44tdi dX 
•dXTC44 ”d^ -dxtd I 

■ftTl-dd' dX 4l47d 44T!?.itr'd4 ^ X't'1744 

X'dxFrrs d4li' df44t4 b dd'd'dtx i 'FdTTd:£i ' Xt4 
'd:d 4'44-l -d4': i|X fbftyfx cxfrt^ijb bbbO C'-'X^ 
dbr>f( 41X44 xrxr c^dl l 4f4t4d 4t47;44 XliX? fb1X4 
(XT X|v|y 44tiif4fC'd4 dd 44i:'i f4‘^ fbfe4 r.XfX XT4 CdldH'f 
41 I 4Tftr-57t4X44 4t?4 fir4X47 44t-5''Tt'd 'dXU Co44 
44t41 (Xf4f4, f4X ■'4X114 4l4l4d 4dl4tXl4 4X41 if4 tT’?X 44 
4&' 'ir4'5fx-C4l4 X44#X XXdXb I 'iTt4 d fw CAZW 
f'XTT 'dC114 fbIX 'ifd dX44tX4 'dTXd I 4t4d 'dtXX 4t4t4Xd4 
®X4T Xf4 dd1X4 Xl4 4X44 X|4o4X4 41^ 4X44f4. 

•d47ft; '•it.]?pr4 4dcbx fxfx f44x:4 441 Fxx; XbCdxWt I 
xdx ;d4f i 4"'dX4 ifd Sfe b T#XdrX4 XXdCb. X^t4t4l 
44X44 (."XpdXX f4EXy xrrfdXl XlfdXX 4X4 f4 I 

44Tdf4lX'-'f4' 4?cdX34 4X41 4X iT4ofi4 '4Xf‘l rd-iCi; 


XX'IXb, T%X Xtl 4*sr44;f54 X'di fi;4T4U 'dX^jS' 441 xffTTT; | 
‘il4 ;iX4 Xlxfi' fx XX4 3t4 X^lT-ddf btlStS 444^1 

Xll41tr?r4' 4T?i4l4 xf4XX ^f44 4X4 4ixfx4 dtXXH Cl^XX 
friTTT^- .J.r) irxfp ’''dS'4l'4b4 4X4Xb I Wordsworth- d4 
I'hi' Prcdiulc 41 I'inlcni Aloliey 4 ofx xfxxi'l X444 
4t‘j'll 4T'1 fx fx iT4Xt4 4X4T ft^rri Wordsworth 47Ff54 
4X4 > X‘dX47 7TtijTtT%X ■4f4‘4iTf'5 XX4r5XiI4-X34f4 f'XTT4X44 
4X4T f^Xti ‘j -ndddj dlX'dd 4 f44l4r5[(fr T-TXrirf4X44 d44?l 17X44 
414174 4t‘i'l! 4t4 I F’4l4Xd4 >[1:44 4^(X44 fbft'-tt4t4 
4'-|4t4 X'di d4': X4*ftX4 4f'-IX 'd'Fri4 fbCdd 4'dl d'X4l4 
'5t41 4fX I 444 XX? fxX'bd, fdXdi. fdf'b'S, fxdX'^d 
4=fTlX 4X4 i 34X1 dXb fXTXXdd f4f4Xt4 $Xt4 “tlf?! 
(XX'dXbM I d4 XlX'd 4f4 4-‘4X 4X4XTX4— "XXXXfTX 
4X4 'ilHt4 dX 4?;;5 i 4f'd4'l?t4 4X'd (714 OTS'h-XfX^t's 
XX4I I (45i 44X4— dX (.4 I 'irtr4 4444- dt (4 I 
41444 wixrr 'dt‘ft4tf‘‘f 4X4 dlfb. 4t4 X4-t4 X'dlTlXl 
X'lr l" VH. d((. b't 4tt4 4'4'af4X4 fdx'lx 4X4 

— d4'- 4X141 414 4-T4 4X4X il4 44- f '^'difiX X'4 ' 
fVj 441 4X*Xb I 

44ld’'i|‘d f4‘4‘T>i‘ ‘44X14 4ffl4 X'X'^f 4l*TX>t4 444’! 
f-14f’ S f4f4® 4X4Xb I XMtllXX 44*11 (^A 4xfl4 

444 4i'd (4X'd dpi; XXb'Xbd. d4'‘ i;t4 dt (711411- 

Xb'vH '^1X4 'dxfxx dX 4T4l7.4‘tl (7114X44 4daf44F 
4lX4f frrX4 X4Xi; ill44 xr^b I A-rW.A 44X4 441 4l4 
(4 td4yfl4 (7ir4)|i'.t, i|^v| yo-vj'X44 '4dX'.i X^tf V414 

4-d1 X414M1 4X4X4 I (4l4t414t-‘fbdl 4Xd4 
4vri i44d 44X4? zAA 'dlM f-14X4 I 

■dXfld' (4141 414 414414 444fXi4 d444 t^'^IX 
flfx X444 ■l-''-I4 fbX44— (4 4”dX4' fxiT'dX44 bb W44 
'duf? 41i 44X4 41 X4l4tl 4X4 I <4 fbfe? d‘44l4dt4 
flfd' f4'dXb;4— “'dfd4t4 4lb X'dC4 41441 C4 44 4f'd4T4 
44 CdXdfe d'-R f4 (7Ft4 4'd CdX4 C'dl4 I 4'4 4l4 
4t fll XtfxXX. f4‘'3 d44 (7444X11-4441144 d44 AWAA 
41‘|.:44o 41 44f4‘11 d? 4l44''af44 4XH d44 'sr1'd4l4 
44 C4l'dl (.4X4 frl I 4t4tX44 d? 4ti^4 41 , 4l4lX14 
d? 4l'd4tX44 •df-'ldl, d4 (4l4l4 ‘[4TX4X11, d4 X4X- 
■*1lf44l 441 'af44 4lX4, d4 X7'dvTrd44 It44t4l4 (41414X44 
4X41 d? 444; (’fdlf '-rj; 4itX44 xf‘[-4 44(3f4X4‘ C4lX41 
4X4 dX4 fwTTfr; | iit:|4| ?ll1-;fl4| 11X44 4l'dXl 



■^ff?C=T, -.T^TI ^?«fj '4^ ‘fF^ AT.n Aim 

=FI'^ C"tCf WAi fsro ffr® fer ?fir, f%-l CA5\A\ 4Fht 
JTliif 4[4( ^1 (A m.AC^ I A\t '|Rl!Cf l" 

n\hlA 513 3f5r^l4C'2rT-33 C>T4 3f4 JT3- 
^Waa %5f 4r;:[;;-fi Waa (.‘\rA 

—At^mAA ^fC3T5fl ^Fto?' aIa A'AA 4-trl4lt?f HAA 
c^ll?:!? CAAW^m 'il5f?ri ATAA '^Il^r ArAA—"'5'4A Slffl?! 

[r‘f G\i. 4-^1 Tl 3Ffflt WAA- (AWTAA '-(3 A'A\ WA I 
■sitFr ‘'?tC3S 34'f ill 'A\[\S]IA ^l33'-l, Ah^Al'MA 
fAAC^ r;ifr^ V3 I C<lii? 34rC3 'Kf^ff ^AA 

■If5fl 4f5f''3; Ojfi? CWr.A feFe K3 f'A^A\ 4i< ^i^T, 
314 41 iJlItfT ^■4JriT.;fCl '41414 

^14^1 ¥C4 1|5FC3I I 4ir4ft4 44;r34 3':i:''l CTl 

4f4f4'f AAA AH AHA t" AfA %M\\a 

41 'dn;i‘4 44F4t<I I 

'Ff44 Al,ifWAA 4l ^liTi', 44r34 4- i:''l 3f3 
Il3?l4— 41 fiF^ ‘wHa 5'4f3' S'CfTi AlAQfA '-ira 
— 3t4 ’4? 4441 1(441 F5;fT44 4(fi4; I ''‘(T(4" 

4[3T¥ ifltC-f cAIA fliTI AA\ 'AAA AHA 

4p AHAA R3F54 '•(RTC-T ■4ft4f‘Ti1 rWAA 444 AHfAA 
4T|F44 45fpl f4434Tl4t 'IfTf-ffllf (:4C34--(7f I'vfi #l44 
5‘4F3;:3 r.ArAKGA-"lA 4l ill4 CfMII ?..,.'ir4 AlAA 
AHi Sij'd (Aim 5fF4f44' 5'?C3 ■•((41 AAHAA 

•ifl 4(4(l4l Rill (444 5fh(43(4 4C4T 'sJaA ■^HIA 5(41 
°<A\rAHi 'IT-II 4^r4>:3C<5 l” ■E/t4454F34 ''KilClK^l" 
f44?C5 (3(4 r4lC34- -"434:' 43(43 '•14 i:'IC3 ‘$114(401 
TTl4(4 C'444 444 AA'J (.AA FfOf’IC^F 44(4(4(4(3 CfSill 
434 F5i34 4'43l 4(l4(4 l" 

4*1 34I F&;:T4C4 F4f4'’F 444 C'44?4i I ‘(414^(444 
f7fr'444 FiFl '1(17(41 744 44514'74— ''47 *14434 '144('4! 
*(lFs 4441 ■if(4l4 KflC'T' *?44 WA (A^ 434 C4S4I '1(4(4 
44^ AA 4T(4(4 5(4 I 4 #(444 1(4(4 '41 i'(o(434 
3 4(F3 4444144 ll 414 F4'#4 1;-44 47 43 
334 1(4(4 1(43 441 444 I '" 

'4iF 3 453-'((4 nil AH-'AfAAtH 444'l' llj 
4(4 (34 •K'34 4>Tt:ljl 4141 4‘(4 443, C3:fF4 3(4 MaA- 
4(4444 nil l| '4l(‘l3 4331 ■4431 7(lF3 e1(3(43 
1(44 133 41 443H 4431 Wll (44443, 3r4'44 44 744 
$4143 1''44, Fl'S 444*34 13(41 wFl AaJhA 444T A^AA 
11444 n (4(43 144(4—14;; 1F4 '4lf34 I'I'A 4'-'3l 
■nH 47(-( 443H 4'l3f 144 fl44'54 1 144*34 ll 
4lf34 43(447' 1F4 444 (5t4Sf4 AUAIAIIA 11 47|4 
f‘(lt4 4341(4 ■«443 43^^ I 3(41 f lFl 1t'-l(4 144 
f443 AHl¥A I ^Atl'AlHA 11 4'-'3l 11C‘(1 4(5(141(41 
44(4 ll »l44l 1(441 4(1 1 1(4 44l '*(44 14l4l4l 
14tKR344 41(7314444 4(4347' 1(441 4(1 1 "44 
I3l 1(43 43(444 4441 'I^Fh 4'531 1( 11 ‘4lt'3 44?4 
4(31 144 F4414; 14;; 4-4iT(4 4(*34 4‘53l 4(44 4(44 1[ll4*[4 
$444 44 11 4l(‘i 4tf( $44l (1413; 43? 41 it K‘35i- 
f%33_i:)t4 it, *1(1 4f444 44( 1(4 ll R4lf41334, 


1(4 al 3(44 454 444(4, 44 * 1(4 ll $44 Fi3 IIH 
•4(13(4, 1|4I A] AVA F4II flfS 4(5*1(41 l" "4(1(ll 
'4(44(4 SAA 4441 Rl, 4(33( 4VF54 417: 7414 4431 
133 131 1(4(4 3444 4C4T It'-^ aJaIA 444, 44 3^] 34 
A<A 144 444 414, 4Srf('41l Fil (4(1 1443 43l 14'; 
1441 444 '144 444 1(414 4344 4(4 ' I ' ' ' 'I'll 43444 
FfCI '41 4444 144 3(1(4 '4113 fll 414 1'1$(4 34i 
14" fill; fAAtlAA 4'C'1 1(4(4 :Rl4 Rci 4344(34, 41(4 
'Sf4 Ill3‘(4 4431 (34 14“ 13(444 4R 4(41 44341 
3454 4(fl4 4431 4414 $'44 '4(1l 4< 4*4 f%4 334 4(4451 
133 1” ■'ir4(4 441 :i4l(41' 41 4'T4 ■5;f443 '144'’344 
(534 17 4(B4 ‘(4: 4lf'i4 $44 1l4 11 C'4f5 44S4 4i:3l 
4(F34 (443;— 3(43 '1'447' l| 441 4(4 AAJA 14: QttAlA 
$14 1(4- nil CAA 4-4*K4 4S Cl: '4 4'443 l " "45(4431 
1(’?414 I-tFsCI 3(F4 11$ Slll-fl 4r744f( n(*|4(4 
4431 45(133 I ll 414 >1114 444i4 '-144' 751, 

--‘•1(7 44(4 I4tl4 

4514 41 F 4 111444 $ 4 ) 7 ( 3 , 1$4:l 

1441 1‘4 F454(‘5l(4 I^t | 

a.| T,ftR <|t; 11453 * 14 , 17 5r‘?(4, 1? -14134 *(il44 
•Ifl4(4l" 

44t'.f43'l4 'If (34 51:44 <i'7 C4 1114 (sil-'il 
(3(4 3(4 4-'l'i( ir4 533l 1(1(4 ATAAi'A. ‘4441 4535- 
5[';')|(5 '4-]1 (•(44'4i, it445'4r34 l(45f ll'C4 14; f3:r4444 
444 in 'IlFs 4I53^T(4 '41 sR 1(34(141 144Cf34 I 
■4(44 AA15A 1f4'l4 7I1'44 $44(41 1447 4lF34 11- 
44(41 ■4444‘(4 44('fl4 Blf4ll 11(4414 AlA 4144 I ^•J444 
35(4 4433 4ri( 1141 41 44 41154 1 144r’4'4514 4(4144 
(4441 #4*141(34 441*74 4341 44 •d44*[ 1443 41444 I 
fij'lfril 4:4''l 4(4444 4174:1444 'llfl (i>41t414 
4'^14 133, ll 714 "44(414 '5f("4 1441 1(43337 
44l4f43'1 44(4 ‘tl AlAVAA I 41(3 1(4 4t^l4 1414(44 
11-41(114 45T4 $344 4147'44C:i4 43(44 ' (4(41^334 
4(41 I ll AW?H 44(4‘4(1 "AAIAA 4(3" l(43l4 
(44*14 144 44(4‘(l ‘1‘44434 1 (l5 (3:1 441 ‘44434— 
"iK'-l' 44*1 444 1443 4((4, 4711 -144 4l4 3111 'l(l4( 
4431(4 4'5r41 5(44 4t'1l 344 $45 H'AAAH 44(4 5T((r;4 
4-ni 14434, 3l^l llR 17 'Ifl4(4 4‘54 4tfFC3 41(‘11 
4'531 11 '4‘5l4 #(444tll35f 7(t3 744 4PI1(43 744 $45- 
(1^ I 3l4 #(411 (34' 41, 475 n-ll R44'((3 4443, 
14’" 144(4 4(3(4 4331 Il''t4l4 44ll3 ‘'13 
434( $5Ti' Il(4:‘5r44 141434 Il43 144 41443— 5'-'(4 
1(f4 ll '1(14(43 1(4(4 4#:'4 (TC( A'-'H 44(44(1 1(4 
144(344, 44 (»(«4 4431 nil lif #(m4 '1441 4(4(14 
344 13-‘4((43 744 $45^44, ll 13(4 4l$4 4(331 
5141 (*(15'af4 (344 lf$3'4 14 1-Tf4>( '1(4 144(344 I 
nil ll 4(43-4 1(4(4 5f4 #3 14: 44114 $313 7431 I 
—3(45134 a 4444 43''( ll 'l((4(4 4(fl35 llR 43-lf3 I 


iC 


•rfta 45=1 "i^iiiifYjipi j|.j 

1 ( 41(31 f5|$f4f45ll(i 



(Tit' 

' 1 r/' 1 - 1 C-'-r^ '^^■^b''l c.'l•l '-IOJ '"iCa ''I'CST" 

-l-M '4=Trfl,T >l":Ct| '^■•'.iIy-IM 'il't '■^t>|T-r<l 

■i(iiC-( (Mc^iav! I (:^r-Ttf‘F^ ^-f-i-'-it^irnT iit 

^'tTTfvrt'-'f ''•rt'El^T (-TT'Fi' Tl?:!? '<II'-Vl ^ I 
l-J-i l‘l‘-4r--l f;vir4t -;|4ft ^"-IKW il^fF HC'FT ^fFT'-ll 
'ttt 'iti '’wrn->r-''-TtT; 

''•rt'-'rttn- -f/t- 'll £■£ n'r, 'titHcFinli 

ii'-rfr- ’"'1*1 'I'l (T'-ii 'mi— C'l ?ft-.i''-irT m'-'li Vvf-i ft(:*m 

•i-'Ti f(>:r'mr'lc' -I'l y- I (.'■n'Fiff'-mm mra 'd^fsrr 

f-l'-'C'r-:! i)i' !r-i- '£l4 'i|4fi fef'j- 

sf'-T f-i'i i TC'rci'i feir-'tT] 'd'c? i (:4-r-n 4 'dii’a' iimfF'dC'i 
4 I -111 ”4: (I'-ii'Fii T'rm’j. c;'! Tf-i 'rd*i 4fd4a' 4:'c.'d -:r4' 
>. ':’i i'bC' iT, ■A-\ '-.t-;! 'i'A fitm 'efrFs, *t4tmr ■5fl'(:4i 
'^\‘\AA\rA aft' f'i'fi ‘trim?! AAGl 

cAa m-ilfiii S&i'-'i ®fmi 

■ r4,f>i (/a T *; A-d 


vf -ETWr'Fr f'CCb' fFmiistmr 4 ?f 5 ■-'ItmmtFT 1 
iiv voTjj 4rf4j 'dmfx Cbimt? iimlTTrm?!' mm 1 *fd''i> 

mtiTR' mtimiirm dmlF d'mff’ 

»|f^ 'rni'PE mdTmin 4 ^ 1 : m'mnf 
m'i'tfdi; fci; rnmiTmi— mf^ iTm S'dmf'i; mumii WAUi 
MtiTr-i I fefir fmmm Mdrsm— “(T ft mwir -iit' 

'd<ilt; mWid sifrmTm ama f^tros f*fmr® 

f*td1''f f'ld't'f mirnr dTrd fttS'— 4 ms *f>nrw 

CdFltlHi'S 4(74 '(5317? 441; 4l4(.4'-l AOA srk.4i4 'dlUl 
wtmmra 'iii'C4if •■'m a wrrd Avaa \ A --jf-'Fft'r %-A-i 
mt-mr ca 'dmlF trfsf'i'm m4ft't-n>[43T4 ^t4 '^^uy , Irtii 
mr-J 7441 >^1(741 444 '^tmtd da'Ci r 

dfiiij'i'td 4^f44 idd'fer tmm-l*'! ^mdrm fbmi 

447'i KTK.&'I — 44411 14^4 4m''l -44# 

'tlfdfe'l (Tlt'if 4447714. il4i fF4'"i4f44 4'4i1a31 

~iV7f ■44-1m4m4 trtmdd 4747711 ‘IV r741 ' 4 I 4 'dT-ft 
C4'4'-'rr-\544 I 


■H,iC64.nlfw'. -. -H'.1-4C.T .,s4|l!;rc^l"l SGICl. I 4ff=Fm «5t l i»ll,4 f-l'd'l 414(4 f44,44-'lt 4174 4l'^l7itft4 4l47<!, 4444! 
4ir-l(-.i|f.'v I vim'i-bl-ICi'l .‘!-.T4;4 ''■mHUl t(:-i •144 41*441 4 f'l -111 44f44 4ir.,4.'-ll4 f4-1i(:4i ( 4(4 41 f=1C4 f7n:47'i.| ' -St^ 7111:4? 4i[4r4#^ 

C'l 74 4'(1-1 4474 I 

4'im-4l!4l ill i I•1‘I1•-•|, 'l-fli!; (4474 (.4->llft (4l4i 47;|Cb il & '-44 44, 4H.T'74 il 'ill-H 'j 47574 I Tf44 47!f 41744 4t4?t‘l 

'-1(454 47K71 -*1744 ^r;-(74- 4l4 'j 5fc*l -'1H4*I 4444 415744 '44;' 11744 4141 44T?(l^ (44pri' mi 31' 1^13, 

'll'i^T'i. 4f4f5T ‘’.I7-I4- I54 f4-ft4 TTTI 'lllC'.-. 75l4 41174 (.tt*1 vpf43 777177' 1 1l4 45141 174 1lf?F% 7'-i77T75'’| ..-ll’ 447^4 

>|:|4l7y 74 (4m-1 44l-i' ''il474*l i'lfitl IC'K'v 1171 441* 41.414 ’ITI 44l-J'l4l4 (4(4® 4:-:Dr1'4 -sp-t'4 -574 4NC4 I flf-l 4n #lB.l'.114 
';'11I4 4-47-I5 4l--Il7‘'4 lla- f5-l4-'1'-1 ''nP-T' •I14-744 I 

74 45'7 1141(4414 lll-l illykH-l 4141 747''l 7'.l7''14 11 f<F 4|1 :hi .(.(14 W® 4;!ll744 41 ■44:1 414741 '{idV rl1 7-473 f;i,| y qff44 
4ICI’-' -ir-lRb'-l 74 (ll'l -ll *ll7’-ii'.'- 1.1-711744 141^a4'1il4, 74-'44 11744 ®l!;.l74 11 7*114 i1,4 41 I 74 4?4 114 «?T4744 41 fTy5f_ 4t^ iSfrn 
114 114414 -IPI f'.'l 41, I4*f -I4 :,1-4i'-'l 114 741:4. 44 4f4 n(4’r4l7'T ’14741 CbfUil -SppmTI V'l 174^ 4141744 4*^11 'd4l»1 4144 


— 4tW7»l'mt 4^ 1 




f'i'I’Rfrs? 

c'-T-H c^t, ii^° WC5 fw, '-r^if?! =n (yfm 

(?R ■5r'ift>[R??r- 1 

'ill' "I =fi 'fffru ^iTf^ cm fftfif ¥€|'1>' «-ii<:‘f 
5 MCII wr.->j c^nlTi >T:fRi 7 ?f, (?l-fM 
'5Tti:-;l? ^’fi ■^■'ti TTfvl-:!# ft' cdRii-ii rrf^OT 

m CT, (71, "iitft 

^1 ....■^Hf-iTT'- 7Rf(77 '(;iMi‘l' «KfH ‘ift’ St'l =^1 
^11'^ C'-TR RR fTT^' I ■R^'tlr^l ftljflTf •|■(7^3 ^-'T 
■'j'PftTra '[t‘(fi‘f CltiRT 3 ‘‘Hi ^ir'FI'-T =R7fi' •il i 

’i? '"iftf, fft-oflTT cm (Tf'^'C^r c.m\'i 5lt7, 

(71 45^ ^fsRfirt >fR((7T '(t«ti‘f Rfro-f-il^T” ^ R 

■RstfTTT ft<tT :rfftl1(I ^^>r:ft(;^ «lt^W r,?['r 
■iiftr*! Rt^^fs Wi'T I ft::>rt'r '-jfT 

l^-T C'pim '3 'ffdl ftfri, fer ^1 

ft'J" RRTTF ^rCH 'iTt^*'fR5 f'l^ (Tf^T, VitlTI fw 
RT? 'mh 

(TR'^ Tf|i:i 1 , ft'-'frfuftt il'?' >TR5;RRtOT 'ifit 

C-rS’-ftlFft Jl'TC'-fi' 51R1 TpTiH 5RT (7f-l R>fc'-li 

‘:i1‘(7rV ft^ ’TFSlt-T WUf RFTl C'(|R‘-h TO*f -JPWCWAiX 
RlHW : c:r iri c'fiTn ■*! c^ wk^ ■A‘i\\mrc\ ’— 

oRl ft' 'is^_ (71^(771 ’I'iT C4il 'ilRlRR ^\C.m 

RT?..,. 

<fm 'i)'4f ^rfft: R 7'R?i?r rr 7-1, 'ri''ti‘-f 
«1=T, '[Mif?*l RY'l'f Ttfcr Rfy5t5 to’ 

JTTH >r5tt(7f ftft Ti 7m, fift '[‘■'liTm. fift 
I.., .’■■'ft ’R-'fft— 707 TlRI, (.""lO ft-Jln, -IVO 

Rft^"7(7, mic,^ ■■Sft', 7’7n ■5R'7 -W" mR C7R7pt 
mtirR— ftftl '[I7i‘l, -ftp 70 7(7T3 f'ift 

'[NiT^t'O i...,ft 777 :'l oiR cnrm'ft ftft 

■^ftiR, ftRilim 7l7i 70l'7<Ti ftr‘i to’ ftPr fw 
7lr-T ’ilftlm, >Tr:ilft7F ftFtO f'if-l 70S ORt^H 
'3 ftpft'ftr Tftftr 7^1 to' 'itos wto 

7ft7‘l 70 5130 77 I... .7170 Rr'?t<it'W'iT-''Tt’7)73 !fW 
'47^167 ii]7? 7R717 05t0 <|1 ftR'f WO ^'73 
m|l7‘l I,.., 

77107 wmm C'4l7I7 7107 CTl7 frlO 7l7l 
5fl07, 707 7-71^ 7177 70 %fT5 TO’ ftTlifO 
TfeslTtOl 7l7l oftl77, 77i'7'ir^ 

‘O 'S 7175 7717 TtTTft 701 7l7I 77^7 715tt7l, 


(1715717 '(iOftrT TOim.'l^ f 7 f*l>.B TItO'I >17 lo C&Tlft;- 
ftf77C7 7-171 7lft7t7-5f7-7lf:i 07 '.t| wC7S 

ilTl ft;07, 7107, •■tli?l-"*i 7,7C73 5171 rl07 vn, 77,73 
■5171 707 71, (17CTO 771’ 7f7if75 3 SlfTflTl'l ft ] 
■I'Ol' 7f:j-f7lft5 73'7I ’iTiS 5l7l imi-loft^CS 
■iniT-:l 7^ ''aftfT5 7ft| ftl-1'-rc7 7-;, 77f7 'irfssllC'T 
5107 'ilfftll ill I.,.. 51-11 '57 i|--0'C‘l7 77, ft‘J-OX‘7 1 
11-7017 '77, ft‘J-7i:i|7 l,...7';7Tr57 ■•llrl7Tf-l77C‘t, 7''lil- 
»trffi7 -7771 7ft7lftTX'l 5l71 ‘|Sl.l7l7 3 f70l7 1 75T1- 
■ilf'rjl, 7T1777', f7'110t7ft5l7 ■51ftft'7!'4T. 7ft7f5 3 
fttO W‘|7, ■77777-777771, >lftlft7 7-l'^,'i ^|- 
7707 715 -XftCT C5Tlft 3 RftTliXT 770;l5tC7 
7fft77— 5ftf7 BlTTi-ftf'lft I 7li>7::‘‘ft 07 3, f57’Z 
ftr5T 07-3 75TT17 '117 i 7'T;'7'7 5l71 7ftT, 'il-Rl 
■'|ft7 1.„.5l71 '’HOR il7:-: 7X01 '7'0^ 7ft7t 7173 
IT-'O T-70 I 

7'7tl5'7lf75r 3 K‘1C7 l\\W.'-k 3ftt7 7f77l7i7l7'l I 


'(7f7Tt 57‘b7l 3 77ilO'f7 7ft7l7 r77i:i 77 
>|:i177lC-i! ftft 7[l7i‘t— 77l'CO fift 707171 fto 
'.fl7i‘-XT7 7ir-fX7 -0777 77ir771, 51t'47l77l, •71777 
'3 757.150 ftf-l ■77I777 777‘1 ftfx ft 7’77 ■(-■77tT 
7X'-'17 lit I '-TftRra T7CT 7ft77Tf5 fo7 

'775)771 -■7471 11T77XT cftXO '‘lfvt]7-T7l7 Ti'- 
7lfo-’ll7 C5Mll>t7— ?|l’«7lfl75 T7 7777 f7-:ii7l 
WOl'-Dt 073 5l7-:pft 77 1 777''ft7 '4lf7 ftr57 
(fen : 777 5471) ■•TtOl'ft 757'l7'CT O'ft T^l’ 
7tTl7 '777' 777 (TR TOXftftTt ft -5)7 7k5 
f 703 ^[5757 'itTlMl ftn'fSft 77 r-TC -7 fttT 5 OI ft V 
7-1 7'47 7ft-5l7, 7-757 777, (77 '5lr7-5tC7 51 
7f7t 07 7l7, 77K 770071 7? 37 71770 7lOl7 
7777 '41'7 ^^7I.,..707 ft07 CTlOn 7S iF-lt, Rft’.; 
eft, 751 eft I 71 ’ (R 757 5lt 77 1^7 I 7ft ftft' 777— 
Tftl7 5l7le77'4 ftr‘l7 HT 7'4 777, ftr‘l7 7T 75TCT 
fftft 07; 7f7 ‘57'4’ 777—577 57X'47 5l7ftrC'7 
ft:‘l7 7T Rl77 '41‘5l 77, -fftO -D’T >17517 Rle7XT 7-1 
RlOtft5 l.,..>n 777 '71ft, 777 777 ‘07' >gt— ‘llTTO 
5lt 77 I 7ft 777 77 07 Sk&-5lf^7 7fl f75l7 I 



<r5-^ lotf^, S'-ii^r vt i....?f’'ti ^i'f‘’''i 

'^rtTfr*!^ ^ '^’f'l, =T5"6r^i ^^'“5? '^*1 ,— ^ '®rt?‘'f 

^=0 =1®, C^X^-fWTE ^ '“f^ I '-Si^ 

s w^fi ©l©--^-'®n'T(:»ra 

^ra'/ Vs w^i-'-'lft'f, ■^ar'-l'f i 

«ll1%n ^t5' 'J ^1'^ OT*? I 

‘Tti cvtr;Tf 'ERto i ^ C''tui ^r-1o 

^ '^^;i’ fer ■#! — ii^ 5r© <f 

I 

©r® (?T-c^l*( wc^, 

^’,#t‘-| 'ol'TftCT? ^1^^ ^ ^*1T ^1, ^Ft^TT ^■?r 1 WC-f 

£|^‘t-^;^'I 

-r|7|R5: irc^ CTlJ^^ 1 S'-l^ 

C[ t 'JrlPi»f-\5l^M irlt^ft^ "'flu ?T©r’ JFITTT 

'-fl?:^ ^ I CTt?^'S5 :riT ^x^f- ^ ^ Art, 

ftr'flr c^flfln f^'sr ?Tfl ^r-fM ^ 

TTl l....^■t5FTt(:‘■'lfl flXXflfl'IC^'f <[fli^flflf?r ^ ^sJfl^fflTJ I 

<iw,^ flrfl? ^t<n 'ii-j^ a f^fnr ?rf1i5^fl 

c'flOT S'-'it'ln I ’irfl'f ©fl# 

'srflffl I cfl^ X7;?r fln 5 r, c^tc^ wz^ 
fjjcTTtt^tx'o Rt^i <rtrfl, ^*11^ ^^ft?f I '^\¥\ 
fli c'4’it'rfl 'ir^ flm, CT-Cflflr^ 

-il^x, ^3? f'r “<rN‘f I (.m 

C^t Cfl^', 3 C-lt I f31X3:2lfl flfllXWl 

’Sl'^'fl^ ^rtTp^X'^tfll^ 4r¥t ^1%3 pt 
( 7T5’ ©"i 3T^, flf'i'JTm ^1-I5|1 I.... 

^<f-7rtX'-1'^F XTflS il-R'-'tT CT, ^"tTTfl flJflS' 

3171, ^itflttfx'r 3X!r, yp^w^z^ ^■••n 

•^t^ 3T1 I TRlr^ra 41© 

xi’wflR, Sxflffl© xr!Ta 4541 ^wtt 4'^t'i, 

3Fl©©FPTflflFI fl4©flr5a 3it©'fl CTI'Ef^T, fTT-l^llCfl 
Cfl' Ctf l lfe , ©'flw© Pl©(4:r', 44RITR© f^Tra#, 7 r- 
wflfl'-'©c'4T;7f^4flrc4 ’ i....fb©4t3r'il<r^’'P?j^ 

%n 'igin^, "it?!. ©44 €415'. 5srir44— irtfl©&l4© 
<!©!( 44t^ ^-gRTlfllfl flfl— fl^Tj'f'NT© 4'®©4 

55© (TPifl Art, ^fltx'a cr-il^T flf4r=ix;Tlf4f^xs 4flrfln 

3111414, c>rii“ c^ 4t44 '-mfl© I..,.fl1'4fvi45 fl-iU.®r<f 44©; 
3Ffe 4fl C4t3FWl©Tllfl^ f¥ 4t44, C4l3F 44Jt‘'lTfl 
flir? 4l43rt© 4)4 ©fim ©f%?n 4© 4©' 4©-4n 
4l4 f44flriRr 'Srf^-3I41-'^"4t44, 

'f§5 4X41 © 44| '— 'i]-C4l4 4tlH4 44, ‘^^4T 441441X41 
4^4 ^4 ’4flr’— '4l4'4^$lX44 4’t4X4t4 44 4t?g4 ?.... 

4l4l4l'’f%^ 414 C4r4, '4‘3r41 44141 C4X4 f%;:41 3gx4Tfl 
C4X4 ‘W4’ 5^341 41 ‘4T4T14' ■<p4lt 4ll?4— 41 (140#, 
^141 CR4 014 ©f‘1 f4f fel5-b1 3414 41411^ 44 4m ? 
....f4f 41r41 (351 C44,— >4^ ^*14514 5flEl 4t44w!4©' 
1% ^4 (©1X41 45354 rI-? (©t 4X41 ? 41-X4X43 X44, 
(4414 ©14X© 414 %4— 4t4l ©144 4T4 14©, fllff-t 


'©l4tX4, '-‘l-'i© f© 4'f4'9 4l4f, (©$ #14X4 ?....4f4 
C4t 'm 45'«,-m, ?r m C4? ; 4©l4^ 5X4 ft4 

4X44 4\5 *VlT4, C4144444 I 


45; ‘©‘ll© E45X154 l?X3I1Xfl r/d'5l454X44 SflX^flB©, 
X'fl4fl44© ^4X4 ^*114X44 fe\4t5 I C2tX5MCT 3 
^^O'tTkXlX? 41X44 44 3 444, ’5ft'1i4f5i4 ’444X441W4 
4%, 4444t Xfl1lS"'feX4 5lX?4' 45414 I ’4144 (4fl44 
^^31X41 X5ll' f% ''4f%3l1^57'' f4 '‘AZ^\^m »lfl4- 
fl4t4X3|5'l’ f4':41 ; 

©i ^11(54, 4'1 '®4l©! 4X41 fflflfl 4l''l4t4 '34, 
f4--’r4 '414414 41-fl I ’ifl44''r 

Sffl'i, 5X5 © 4«1X41 CXfl f4 41(1x5 I 
45lf4'‘Jw(4X44 54?©X5 4tfisC5 4t1%X5 
f45X4 5:^X5 5X4. 4X5T4 4f441 3fl45l41 I 
451 4f4 "-fl ‘141 i 

(fKSI ” i]4t4 (3X413 C41X4) 

-■Am 5'64l‘r1 c4‘|lf4b1X4 5l44lflX44 ©X4©1 

41‘-TT 4K4. 4flX4l411X44 ^rfisSflar 4Xfl5' ©feell©! 4l4, 
bf4X14 5rf55l5 ©4l4 4X514 ©I?! ^44 441 4l4 41 I.... 
4fti5' 4l4t 51? 4X4? ^44X5 4lf4, 44l©4fl©T4 54*1^41 
W444tCSf 441X53 41(4, f4© #14X4 '414X5 ^ 41, 
©■•Xk C554 C-^IX© 5X4 k?. (©Xfl-^ ft®/ 53414— (444fl5 
44 XflX© 454';15 4© ®444l5 4X4' ft®f 534(4— 4l441 
©4 44X5? ^tf4 41 ! ©flb '4-4'3|1 ©(5 (© 41 ®r1X4 CT, 
44(341441 fii®X54 41441, 445X344 3(1441 41 ©tf| 51 
44, fb54l44l4 4X4kbl?© ^'’‘(5 53414 ©14X3 41 53Tn 
4’34, 4t^ (541X4 5 341 455— 5l4 514-C55414 534 
f.44l4, '444f*l5-534t4 X4tf4lX4t4-? 44(35, 5l45(4 

5l4l4 ft55, ![l4i‘-l5 I 5? <(l4lX‘IX5, 4l3Tf44' 45l5fT- 
(444X‘© '414X35X5, ©©(X 4(4, 44© 0fX‘f4, 44© 414X4(4 
4(4444 I.... 

514*11X3 54t4X4'-'3 (flP© ©3X1 5l4 4X4 (©4l4 ( 4(4 
51© (*f3J3 5l444l4'4)— 44(3'*11X34-'S C54f4 5-<fl4iflX4F 
(*laX4lX44 5»tl 44X41X44 (4¥lX*1 X[(41‘1 4X4 (©414 5(43 
5l© l....'S43 ^4X4X*l 3©, ©(4343 X5d4l4X»t4 ©54(4 
( 5(4 3fr© 55© 3©^t4X44 (34311 43l4 4X44 l....4f(3'- 
34(4 55'-^l5(© 4541 54X51 2lX4»l ©4X5 51441 31(4 34 , 
i¥^ f*t4'SX‘1 yd CT 5?, 4X44 33X© 534lX4X‘'t4 CT ©tf® 
4X^— X4-(44X4 (©flX4l? 4X35 C4? I 3 (3X4 5((3 51 

(3X4 '3fl©X33 51X41 (©f 4©^ (©©(5:4^ © #(4X4-? 
5lX3, © 44X4: (©f 3-f©f 5t5l4 (©4 5l© I 5fl4 
C4(4t(3 X44 4(4, ©— ftwX44 (^1(45(4 43 ©X4— ©© 
(©©54 '®X4?— 5W4^ ©3 4t4 3,'^ <il©lf©X'54 5(4X3 
#(44-fl5(4? 5( 5#4-©41 454 l....5(Xfl ‘533’ '4X4 
‘©41 ’ I 5© © ^X(;X^, C4-? ©4X5 41X4 I 5©-3lfl4 
514^ 44(34tX'3f4 5l43 ; 4((4X‘-l4 5(4*1 I 



^5T wi^i wj 5[!iT [rat '_r 

cw W53— 7f^4 'ifi4-5?‘i c'^cT, 
C5i1^, at?, ^FfRi, 5.5isn Ma, s;t^fe '}BSii?i 

a'tT^t'-)=5rT 'n c'''ia~a'!iat k^m-A'^i‘\, 

<:fi‘iti‘f f.^'1 asti:^! '<f 4 ■^■•^iK 
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ara (Mm I 'it? ■'a-'C-f 

yea I feic? (y\m- ii'<Ht<t bft-'c^ 

ar^i (MA f^£ aS' '^sa^r '-ir^T a a capita 
c^Tbtos ^ I CT'-tfa '11^ f-m i 'Ti, cor-ft- 
aat(?F«ita’<tfrOTaia bt'i-^nita^-ilataatiff'i hi i.. 

"'ilHfH MA HHS wi C4a, H-HlH CM-, Ha? 

(y\M HH Ofta HHH fHH'l aRf 'it'T 
(MiM 'HI?' £l *[‘fl HTt, f^l'C^' Mim CH?' Mh 
M? a cHTf'-ia (At fRt<fH‘l?:¥ c^t a-ttra, airf" 
sHaaa?" <i faf?!;'; 'a?1ata i ' \-m^ acar ca? at'ba 
OTtfeta 'Haa cataa Oacs -aifa (Ttatra ca?' afi; 
m cwTifet c^tfa ftat^aata r„..(»af?faaa'3a, ba aia 
"':jii, ^ba-ba) 

'jRaatffa ?&aia ataai '4'-'ia aa?rf, 

aTf-s^^i -iiaafaaaa ataaa? aftfr ; ott ata' i;i lar'-r^ 
liscapisni atj, '£] wtacaa afy, ^taraa aaf? ; 
ajiTT't^Tsrra, fa'ia^'^ca 'si ' ca'aata''lfe i arfe-ataata a?o 
affea atai !f’aiar=ia, 'iicaa ata"-#, 'atfea ^aartt'— 
afwcaTsaa 'sa 'faa' aaa ittaaa, Hsatara '^aTtlaaii- 
fate' a^7i c-'tra 'aTl»natf<rHa' '435t'ar'4 ata fan— 
(45£a c-^tra* ata>ira atfan an c';;laafaata ataaan i 
aniaa aa'ala'a® at^ >llai , alai ?| aata, litatb: aaar 
cn 'at'ti , caana a'jla, 'aaiaa abia , ^ftaraa “ttf? i 
fara nn, 'Itna a'-'-fi cvbn, #aa a^ wraa 
an’ aaaa1atm‘-'|a famf-m >at aatra=3f 
aaM-ca4ta '^'ttf? fa 'aa^a aia ca ? 

“n-aalT,w aii 'siln, nt aatw^c aain a'as 
atftata faata ■■'ttai bit— oti ait at?tr£ arocn Sia 
as? afo at an 4 aa asa 4l5lai '"Ita bit i aftaara 
aaiW 4# ca^ttata w ainH?al?nia arar 
fa's! aafn 'iriabfa^'bin afni atfjian 
.iiaa 4a ama aa'tra, atatai a'^tlasa ai '« ?ta ?tni 
faroia ^ atf»lna i ^tatatt <jta‘f i 

4t '\ft’^‘Wt a«tta ^Itai t‘?iatt ’atftasta 


aanra f^ia aft's, alfenia af?£ aatnr aai anai 
aafsF fatfa^'tra nt '^lana cat afaai, cat aaita caai 
f 5lcaa 4t af^, tn anniat afe i" (m*! : cflaa, 
nt: ^a) 

fa^ n*lT4ala aata aacat 'rn fa>taaa fatf^ 
aa?, 'iia“ faaaaa ? ai-anit? aaa aa^ 's aa^afs 
aaf^la;, 'saa ana Sen a^ia^-a^fla csa-aiaai esaa 
c'itaaiirta ata atat caa ?a a i ata aalE? si'-bi aaaTm 
Sen aafatra aa m. bca ata ca->lta aa-4f£>a ? 
aairaita m -/tta, fbe-aft "saa f-Tsl^t fetfeaal ?a 
ata' cbti' ata?, rfatba'-l, c‘rta‘t-ci;la‘l '(t4z iftataatn 
asai 4ni at, aar aaa^ an afn ata'i (:a»a4ala 
a'-itn? atsaaraiialal 's-^ttafa's an ?[fatnts at'salal 
ta“fTtbat‘t 'it 4a va, afic mj ca, ai rn c’ra 4la1t ata 
at I aafFca c^tattaTn a;la Sai'rs an ai ; fbrst- 
tnna a?'^ ar-f fatfta nfan itai aartf^a catSi 
?tafa, aaiTfta >flai( aata ‘fitba'-tn-t #aabai ata 
an I cf'aaalaifa ca af^4 aa i ca aint <fiaa, 
ain’ aa, 'bin aa I 

■'n- 4 ta‘l atnna aif4ta ai, nsta bfafa an 
ca-cet a ar''[aia aaaia Raa ata. atana a?'ta nfa- 
afata fafta caa, n-cilaa faniaca fatjtaf#, fabla- 
an fibta-ara>ftal. n-cffaa 4a>ila afaats ai4an 
ciNtaTCa fna'i afaircb, ca at4a ^tiaa aai afan 
at afei, >raTa aai afata at afaai 4aia af’as "slata 
fiat at'ira faala atCi atta at afaai y (pr c'Si an- 
atatatn aft's aafa stn faf'iai ails' ataata 'at®- 
atfe ctalcisfaa w.^ fsfCTi (MT3 i sfea ^ai ca 
cttabl Cii T-ia?ta Sn- T-itaS a'ta '-a-^ feit at'ai ata i” 
(atH: c[taa 4 t-s) 

afasaa 'aa atcara' afasiaats TTrfatai 
saa. nai, fifsai, fataissi srsfj cntnia ^tan 
sacat 'aai'a faaaa cm anca i ('^•laata : sififafa, 
4'nfaat, nfsala 4ofi) afaaaa aalafaa '-laralnrs 
cita‘tbfat4a faaitfaafa a'ai anfa i '4a‘b' attara 
■^fb', ‘aft?’, >[i->aa14:r' '4''la4'sn' 'ftssia'— 4-4aw 
fbTwai I a'-tila aam aatealtaa affta, Saaitta 's 
''taanea a? in fmTbfaca araatana aH 41 &ai atn i 

at Oataa r«r®afssfa fai-wifs atw afi-afa 
aan', afa-afa 'aata i tSnt4-4Ttr-[faana ©tfs a'W 
n-caltai atat^lt ?Sa aat';ytataa aatai 'ftata aana i 
....aafsnstfw a?atat atfiats aat-aatfest 's aata 
itala 'sta c4taa aana i a'saj ata ?a 4 a alaratft 
ffa btsi affeaans s sea aan c?*t 's 'stfst Jiatafa 
?n Srf5nai aaflttaa ^taa^n 'iisr feafa ana 
aaata btfas ?nrs 4a?i sla fbs '$ bfataia ^aasa 
atn I fftatai aa?n ?n 1 
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Take 

advantage 

of our 





e 


YEARS OF 

experience 

on Designing 

and Constructional Work 
* All Types 


All Specificat 


ions 


N.GUIN& 

COMPANY 

private ltd. 

Architects 

Builders & ; 

Contractors ; 

117-B.Chittaranjan Avcnwe 

Calcutta 






ref/,:.':'"/... ,.//ee..v. ^ Construe 

//f '''y/A'/""''' ,,, , , - ,7' , ^ 

PRONG-- I 


7,,c 12. Kolikris^^ 
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%0itH ikc Qomljfimenls of 


PUBLICITY SOCIETY OF INDIA LTD. 


ADVERTISEMENT MANAGERS 


FREE PRESS JOURNAL GROUP OF PAPERS 

& 

BLITZ 

SOLE ADVERTISING CONCESSIONAIRES 

CALCUTTA TRAMS AND KIOSKS 


HEAD OFFICE • CALCUTTA 


BOMBAY • DELHI • MADRAS 


( iii ) 


/AVE rOUR TIME BV 
PLACIMG yOUR ORDER IN ONE PLACE 

OUR departments 

PHOTOGRAPHY 1 6 LINE AND TONE 

TYPE SETTING 2 2 ART PRINTING 

COLOUR LANTERN SLIDE 3 8 COLOUR TONE BLOCKS 

BROMIDE AND WASH FINISH 4 9 COLOUR BLOCK FROM FILM 

DRAWING. LAYOUT & ART WORK 5 10 STEREO, ELECTRO & MATRICES 


YOUR TRIAL ORDER WILL HELP US TO CONVINCE 


PHOTOGRAPHIC STORES & AGEIVCY 1 estd, 
COMPANY (PRIVATE) LIMITED J i^oo’ 

B. 0. 154, DHURRAMTOllA ST. CAl-B. DIAL. 24-1454, 24-1455 & 24-4975 


SPACE TO LET 



( iv ) 


& ur 

oni aj e to tl] e oet 

8th May 1961 

INSERTED BY 

BURMAH-SHELL 


WITH 

THE COMPLIMENTS 
OF 

THE INDO-BURMA PETROLEUM COMPANY LTD. 

tAanaging Agents 

STEEL BROTHERS & COMPANY LTD- 

(INCORPORATED IN ENGLAND) 



( V ) 




( Vi ) 


Telegram: “MACHANDl” Telephone: 22-6611 

H o pay 

our respeetfiil tributes 
to the memory of 

Poet 

Habindra Nath Tagore 

★ 

THE KAJORA SELECTED COLLIERY COMPANY 

135, CANNING STREET, CALCUTTA-1. 

Colliery/. RANIGIINJ. - Phone : Itanigunj 37 - Proprietor :—N. M. BHUWALKA. 


UNIQUE 

INVENTION IN HOMCEOPATHY 

Dr. Seal’s Homoeo Injection 
and Specifics. Highly effec- 
tive in many Chronic and 
Obstinate diseases as Filaria, 
Rheumatism, Gout, Peptic 
Ulcers, Sciatica, Eczema, 
Spleen and Liver troubles, 
etc., etc. 

For particulars, please write to : 

Dr. S. SEAL 

2 , S. R. DAS ROAD, CALCUTTA-26. 



H£ip F)GHn8eni^m4id<?fR^ ? 


Tt! ASSOCIATION OF INDIA 


KINDLY 

BUY A SEAL AND ASK 
YOUR 

FRIENDS TO BUY ONE 

Bengal Tuberculosis Association 

P-21 Scheme, 49, C. I. T. Road, Calcutta-14. 

Space kindly donated by : 

ALL INDIA STONE CO. 

Builders - Contraclors - Quarry Owners. 

42/1, CHETLA ROAD, CALCUTTA 27. 








‘There on the crett oT the hill 

stands the Man of fattit amid the inow- white 
silence, 

He scans the sky for tome signal of light, 
and when the clouds thicken and the nighthmii 
scream as they fly, 

he cries, ‘Brothers, despair not, for Man it great! 
« * • 

Men raise if.eir heads and look up, 

Women lift their arms in reverence, 

Children clap their hands and laugh. 

The early glow ot the sun shines like a golden garland 
on llie forehead of the Man ol faith, 
and lliey all cry, ‘Brother, we salute thee ; * 



WEST BENGAL GOVERNMENT 
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MANUFACTURER OF 
QUALITY MEDICINE 



BRANCHES: 

Paltanbazar, Gaiihati, Assam. 

17/60, Sanyasi Raju Street, Gandhinagar, Vijaywada, 
Andhra Pradesh. 

Sukdeo Prasad Vcrma Road, Patna- 1, Bihar. 

3620/21, Netaji Subhas Marg, Daryaganj, Delhi. 
Loksatta New Building, Nagarwada, Baroda-1, Gujrat 
13104, Seventy Feet Road, Ernakulam. Kerala 
18, Second Line, Beach, Madras- 1. 

Framroz Court, (Ground Floor). 

00, Dadasaheb Phalke Road, Dadar, Bom nay- 14 
Maharashtra. 

Fulchur Line, Condia- Dt. Bhandara, Maharashtra. 

43, Lalbagh Road, Bangalore-2, Mysore. 

333, Napier Tbwn. Jubbalpur, Madhya Pradesh 
Manglabagh, Cuttack-1, Orissa. 

Phillaur, Jullundur, Pun:iab (1). 

Bombay Plouse Building, Mirza Isriiail Roaa 
Jaipur City, Rajasthan, 

Aishbagh, Lucknow, U.P. 

Deshbandhupara, Siliguri, Darjeeling. West Bengal. 


EAST INDIA PHARMACEUTICAL WORKS LIMITED 

I02y Syamaprasad Mukherjee Roid, CakutU-24. 



The best substitute 


DE LUXE 


Agents : 

THE ORIENTAL MERCANTILE CO.. LTD. 

^ICUTTA ■ BOMBAY » KANPUR ■ DCLHI ■ MADRaI 








We pay our homage 
to Gurudev 


The Great Poet, 
Philosopher and guide 
of the 

Modern India 


&ilekha 


WORKS LTD. 


300, Bepin Behari Ganguly Street, 
Calcutta- 1 2 



The City of my Birth 

Let this Corporation make the city ol my birth great in the amenities 
of life, health and sanitation and dignity and self-respect. Let painting, sculpture, 
music and arts grow under its auspices and make the dwellings of the citizens abodes 
of joy. Let this city wipe out its blot of illiteracy with all its dirt and uncleanliness; 
let her citizens enjoy plenty, have strength of body and energy of mind, and 
be inspired with civic spirit born of joy; let not the poison of internecine strife 
pollute her life; let her citizens of all races and sects and communities unite in 
goodwill and keep her fair name untarnished and the peace undisturbed .... 
this IS my prayer. 

Rabindranath Tagore in his reply to the 
Civic Address presented on the occasion of 
his Seventieth Birthday Celebrations, 1931. 
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With compliments from: 

KESORAM INDUSTRIES AND COTTON 

MILLS LIMITED 

(Formerly Kesoram Cotton Mills Ltd.) 

Largest Manufacturers of 

QUALITY FABRICS 

& 

HOSIERY GOODS 

IN 

EASTERN INDIA 


Managing Agents ; 

BIRLA BROTHERS PRIVATE LIMITED 

15, INDIA EXCHANGE PLACE. 
CALCUTTA- I 

MILLS AT ; 


42. GARDEN REACH ROAD. 
C ALC U TTA-24 
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INDIAN STANDARD INSTITUTION 

GRANTED 

THE CERTIFICATION MARK 

FIRST IN INDIA TO 

BENGAL CHEMICAL’S 


PHENEOL 

DISINFECTANTS -ALL GRADES 

LAMP BRAND PHENEOL 

R. W. COEFFICIENT 5/7 

SUN BRAND PHENEOL 

R. W. COEFFICIENT 10/12 

HY-COFF 

R. W. COEFFICIENT 18/20 rHY-OOFI-l 



BOTH BLACK & WHITE VARIETIES AVAILABLE 


BENGAL CHEMICAL 

CALCUTTA • BOMBAY • KANPUR 


An Advertising Opportunity 

No more uorlhy motive could exist for publishing a weekly like the Calcutta Municipal Gazette 
fhan that it educates ihe public to greater civic consciousness. 

The Indian Municipalities buy hundreds of products in rather startling quantities. The ^'Gazette** 
represents an advertising opportunity for participation in the immense purchases made by them. 

If yon sell a product useful to Municipal Councillors and civic authorities, you will find 
here a market worth cultivating. 

We suggest your including the •‘Gazette’’ in your next advertising programme. 







Each inonumcni is a history. Built stone upon stone, each 
is an immortal document ol Indian enterprise and imagination. 
To-day, the imagination is staggered by the vast network of 
our Railway system which daily transports millions to different 
pans of India, linking the variety of cultures with the strongest 
bond of mutual goodwill 



SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY 
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Respectful Homage of — 


THE IMPERIAL ART COTTAGE 

PHOTO-LITHO OFFSET, COLOUR PRINTERS & PROCESS BLOCK MAKERS 

lA, TAGORE CASTLE STREET, CALCUTTA 6 







., ^uiLiidraiuitli Bciiietice Poad. Calajlla, 







